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BbOK I. 

CHAftUES V. was bom at (&h€nt oh the twenty- book 
fourth day of February, in the year one thou- ^_^\'-^ 
fand five hundred. Hid father, Philip the ttand^ ^ wiT ^v 
fome, archduke of Auftria, wad the fon of the em- 
peror Maximilian, and of Mary, the only child of 
Charles the 6old, the laft prince of the houfe of 
Burgundy. His mother, Joanna, was the fecond 
daughter of Ferdinand king of Aragon, and of 
Ifabella queen of Caftile» ^ 

A toNO train of fortunate events had opened Hisdomj- 
the way for this young prince to the inheritance thc"^cmt 
of more extenfive dominions, than any European ^^^^^'^^^^ 
monarch, fince Charlemagne^ had pofieifed. Each then. 
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B o^o K of his anceftors had acquired kingdoms or pro- 
vinces, towards which their profpefik of fucceffion 
was extremely remote. The rich poffeffions of 
Mary of Burgundy had been deftined for another 
family, flie having been cpntrafted by her father 
to the only fon of Louis XL of France ; but that 
capricious monarch, indulging his hatred to her 
family, chofe rather to ftrip her of part of her ter- 
ritories by force, than to fecure the whole by mar- 
riage ; and by this mifcondufl:, fatal to his pofte- 
rity, he threw all the Netherlands and Franche 
Comte into the hands of a rival* Ifabella, the 
daughter of John 11. of Caftile, far from having 
any profpeft of that noble inheritance which fhe 
tranfmitted to her grandfon, paffed the early part 
of her life in obfcurity and indigence. But the Caf- 
tilians, exafperated againft her brother Henry IV. 
an ill-advifed and vicious prince, publicly charged 
him with impotence, and his queen with adultery. 
Upon his demife, rejefting Joanna, whom Hen- 
ry had uniformly, and even on his death-bed, 
bwnfed. to be his lawful daughter, and whom an 
affembly of the Hates had acknowledged to be the 
heir of his kingdom^ they obliged her to retire 
into Pjortugal, and placed Ifabella on the throne 
of Caftile. Ferdinand owed the crown of Aragon 
to the unexpected death of his elder brother, and 
l|cquired the kingdoms of Naples and Sicily by 
violating the faith of treaties, and difregarding the 
ties of blood. To all thefe kingdoms, Chrifto- 
pher Columbus, by an effort of genius and of in- 
trepidity, the boldeft and moft fuccefsful that is 

\% recorded 


EMPEROR CHARLES V. 3 

recorded in the annals of mankind, added a new * 00 k 
•world, the wealth of which became one confider- ^..00^^'m^ 
able fource of the power and grandeur of the 
Spanifh monarchs. 

Don John, the only fon of Ferdinand and Ifa- pwiip ma 
bella, and their eldeft daughter, the queen of Por- fcVn!f* 
tugal, being cut oflF, without iffue, in the flower of ^^^"^ 
youth, all their hopes centered in Joanna and her 
pofterity. But as her hulband, the archduke, was 
a ftranger to the Spaniards, it was thought expe- 
dient to invite him into Spain, that by rending 
among them, he might accuftom himfelf to their 
laws and manners ; and it was expeded that the 
Cortes, or aflembly of ftates; whofe authority was 
then fo great in Spain, that no title to the crown 
•was reckoned valid imlefs it received their fanc« 
tion, would acknowledge his right of fucceffion, 
together with that of the infanta, hi? wife, Philip 
and Joanna, pafling through France in their way 
to Spain, were entertained in that kingdom with isoi. 
the utnioft magnificence. The archduke did ho- 
mage to Lbuis Xn. for the earldom of Flanders, 
and took his feat as a peer of the realm in the par- 
liament of Paris. They were received in Spain 
with every mark of honour that the parental af- 
fe&ion of Ferdinand and Ifabella, or the refpeft 
of their fubjefts, could devife ; and their title to 
the crown was foon after acknowledged by the 
Cortes of both kingdoms. 
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But amidft thefe outward appearances of fatit 
fadion and joy, fome fecret imeafinefs preyed upon 
the mmd of each of thefe princes. The {lately and 
referved ceremoniat of the Spanifh court was fo 
burdenfome to Philip, a prmce, young, gay, af- 
fable, fond of Ibdety and of pleafure, that he foon 
began to exprefs a defire of returmng to bis native 
country, the manners of which were more fuite4 
to his temper. Ferdinand', obferving the declining 
health of his queen, with whofe life he knew that 
his right to the government of Caftile muft ceafe, 
eafily forefiiw, that a prince of Philip's difpofition, 
and who already difcovered dsn extreme impatience 
to ragn, would nerey confent to his retaining any 
degree of authority in that kingdom ; and the 
profpea of this diminution of his power awaken^ 
cd the jealoufy of that ambitious monarch. 

Isabella beheld, with the fentiments natural 
to a mother, tjie indifference and negleft with 
which die archduke treated her daughter, who wa^ 
deftitute of thofe beauties of perfon, as well as 
thofe accomplifcments pf mmd, which fix the 
affeaioiis of an hufbjmd. Her underftanding, 
^ways weak, was often difordered. She doated 
on PhiMp with fuch an excefs of childifli and in- 
difcreet fondnefs, as excited difguft rather than 
affeaion. Her jealoufy, for which her hulband'^ 
behaviour gave her too much eaufe, was proper- 
tioned to her love, and often broke out in the 
moft extravagant ^ons. IfabgUa, though fen- 

fible of her defeds, could not h% pitymg her 

condition. 
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<onditioil, which \cas foon rendered altogether 
^eplotdble^ by die archduke's abrupt refolution of 
letting out in flie middle of winter for Flanders, 
and of leaving her in Spain. Ifabella intreated * 
him not to abandon his wife to grief and melan- 
choly, which might prove fetal to her, as (he was 
near the dme of her delivery. Joanna conjured 
him to put off his journey for three days only, 
that {he might have the pleafure of celebrating 
iht feftiyal of Chriftmas in his company. Ferdi- 
nand, after reprefenting the imprudence of his 
leaving Spam, before he had time to become ac- 
quainted with the genius, or to gain the affeOions 
of the people who were one day to be his fub- 
jefts, befought him, at leaft, not to pais through 
France, with which kingdom he was then at opeh 
!War. PMip, without regarding either the didat^s 
<>f humanity, or the maxims of prudence, perfift- 
ed in his purpofc ; and on the twenty-fecond of 
December fet out for the Low Countries, by the 
way of Franice". 

From the moment of his departure, Joanna Diforderof 
funk into a deep and fullen melancholy**, and J*?»."*'» 
while {he was in that fituation bore Ferdinand her Birth of 
fecond fon, for whom the power of his brother .fterwardt* 
Charfes afterwards procured the kingdoms of •"^"'* 
Hungary and Bohemia, wid to whom he at laft 
tranfmitted the imperial fceptre. Joanna was the 

' Petri Martyris Anglciii Epiftolae, 250. 253. 
^ Id. Epift. 255. 

B 3 only 
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oidy pcrfon in Spain who difcovered no joy at the 
birth of this prince. Infenfible to that, as well a$ 
to every other pleafure, ftie was wholly occupied 
with the thoughts of returning to her hufband ; 
nor did ihe, in any degree, recover tranquillity of 
»so4* mind, until Ihe arrived at Bruflels next year % 

Philip, in paffing through France, had an in^ 
terview with Louis XII. and figned a treaty with 
him, by which he hoped that all the differences 
between France and Spain would have been finstlly 
terminated. But Ferdinand, whofe affairs, at 
that time, were extremely profperous in Italy^ 
where the fuperior genius of Gon&lvo de Cordova, 
the great captain, triumphed on every occafion 
over the arms of France, did not pay the.leaft re- 
gard to what his fon-in-law had concluded, and 
carried on hoftilities with greater ardour than ever* 

Death of From this time Philip feems not to. have taken 

^**^*^* any part in the affairs of Spain, waiting in quiet 

till Ae death either of Ferdinand or of Ifabella 

ihould open the way to on^ of their thrones. The 

latter of thefe events was not far diftarit., The un- 

.tknely death of her fon and eldeft daughter had 

" made a deep impreffion on the mind of Ifabella, 

and as (he could derive but little confolation for 

the loffes which fhe had fuftained either from her 

daughter Joanna, whofe Infirmities daily increafed, 

or from her fon-inJaw, who no longer preferved 

/ Mariana, lib. 27. c. xi. H- IFlechier Vie de Ximcn. i. 
191. 

even . 
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j5ven the appeaiance of a decent refpe£k toivards ■ ^^o k 
that unhappy princefs, her fpirits and health be- ^ .^^.''•^ 
gan gradually to decline, and, after languifliing 
fome months, fhe- died at Medina del Campo on 
the twenty-fixth of November, one thoufand five 
hundred and four. She was no lefs eminent for 
virtue, than for wifdom ; and whether we confider 
her behaviour as a queen, as a wife, or as a mo- 
ther, Ihe is juftly entitled to the high encomiums 
beftowed upon her by the Spanifh hiftorians"*. 

A FEW weeks before her death, flie made her Her wiii 
laft will, and being convinced of Joanna's incapa- F^^lnanl 
city to affume the reins of govemmeiit into her cSikr 
own hands, and having no inclination to commit 
them to Philip, with whofe conduS fhe was ex- 
tremely diflatisfied, (he appointed Ferdinand re- 
gent or adminiftrator of the affsurs of Caftile, un- 
til her grandfon Charles (hould attjun the age of 
twenty. She bequieathed to Ferdinand likewife 
one half of the revenues which (hould arife from 
the Indies, together with the grand-mafteHhips of 
the three military orders; dignities, which ren- 
dered the perfon who poflfefled them almofl inde- 
pendent, and which Ifabella had, for that reaipn, 
annexed to the crown % But before flie figned a 
deed fo favourable to Ferdinand, (he obliged him 
to fwear that he would not, by a fecond marriage, 
or by any other means, endeavour to deprive 

^ P. Mart. Ep. 279. 

• P. Martyr. Ep. 277. Mar. Hift. lib. 28, c, ll. Ferre, 
ra^ Hift. Gencr. d'Efpagnc, torn. viii. 263, 
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* ®j<^ K Joanna or ha: poftenty of their right of fu(!cefllqi| 
v^w to any of his kingdoms^ 

lMM£DiATBi.y upon the queen's death, Ferdi-i 
nand refigned the title of king qf Caftile,. an4 
iffued orders to proclaim Joanna and Philip the 
fovereigns of that kingdom. But, at the fam^ 
time, he aflUmed the chara^er of regoit, ixk 
con&quence of Ifabella's teftament; and not 
Ferdinand long after, he prevailed on the Cortes of Caflile 
ledg^dTsre. to acknowledge his right to that office. This, 
coitt^f*^* however, he did not procure withoi^t difficulty,- 
Thi Cart- ^^^ without difcovering fuch fymptoms of alien^ 
liantdif. * ation and difguit among th^ Caiiilians as filled 
him with great uneafin^efs. The upion of Caftila 
and Arsigon for almofl: thirty years, had not fq 
entirely extirpated the ancient and hereditary en* 
mity which fubfifted between the natives of thefe 
kingdoins, that the CafUliaA pride could fub- 
mit, without ipurmuring, to the government of 
a, king of Aragon, Ferdinand's own charades, 
with which the Caftilians were well acquainted, 
was hi from rendering bis authority defirable, 
Sufpicious, difceming, fevere, and parfimoniou^, 
he was accuflomed to obferve the moft minute 
anions of hi& fubje&s with a jealous attention^ 
$uid to reward their higbeft fenrices with little 
liberality; and they were now deprived of Ifa^ 
bella, whofe giantle qualities, and partiality to her 
CaiUJkn fubjeds, often tempered his aufterity, or 

i Mar. Hift. lib. 28. c. 14. 

rendered 
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rendered it tderable. The maxims of his go* book 
vemment vrere efpedally odious to the grandees ; ^,-i-^'^1^ 
tor that artful prince, feofible of the dangerous 
privileges conferred upon them by the feudal in-i 
ijdtutions; had endeavoured to curb their exorbi- 
tant power «, by extending the royal jurifdiftion, 
by protecting their injured vaffals, by increafing 
the immunities of cities, and by other meafures 
equally prudent. From all thefe caufes, a formi* 
dable party « among the Caitilians united againft 
Ferdinand, and though the perfons who compofed 
it had not hitherto taken any public ftep in oppo* . 
iidon to him, he plainly &w, that upon the leaft 
encouragement from their new king, they would 
proceed to the mod violent extremities. 

There was no lc6 agitation in the Netherlands pw»»p««- 

deavours to 

vspon recdving the accounts of Ifabella's death, obtain the 
and of Perdinaxui's having afiumed the govern^ If cISiT^ 
ment of Caftile* Philip was not of a temper 
tamely to fufier himfelf to be fupplanted by the 
ambition of his father-inJaw. If Joanna's in- 
firmities, and the non-age of Charles, rendered 
them incapable of government, he, as a hufband, 
was the proper guardian of bis wife, and, as a fa- 
ther, the natural tutor of his fon. Nor was it fuf- 
ficient to oppofe to thefe juft rights, and to the 
inclination of the people of Caftile, the autho- 
rity of a teftament, the genuinenefs of which 
was perhaps doubtful, and its contents to him 
4ippeared certainly to be iniquitous. A keener 

^ Mxnan. Vh. 28. c. 12. 

edge 
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BOOR edge was added to Philip's refentment, and new 
v-^J^^n^ vigour infufed into his councils by the arrival of 
Don John Manuel. He was Ferdinand's am- 
baflador at the imperial court, but upon the firfl 
notice of KabcUa's death repaired to BruiTels, 
flattering himfelf, that under a young and liberal 
prince, he might attain to power and honours, 
which he could never have expeded in thefer- 
vice of an old and frugal mafter. He had early 
paid court to Philip during hisreiidence in Spain, 
with fuch affiduity as entirely gained his confi- 
dence ; and having been trained to bufinefs under 
Ferdinand, could oppofe bis fchemes with equal 
abilities, and with arts • not inferior to thofe for 
which that monarch was diftinguiflied **. 

He requires ^Y thc advicc of Mauucl, ambaffadors were dif- 

fo^reMthe Patched to yequire Ferdinand to retire into Ara- 

regency. g^j^^ j^j ^q refigu the govemmcut of Caftile to 

^ thofe perfons whom Philip Ihould entruft with it, 

until his own arrival in that kingdom. Such of 

the Caftilian nobles as had, difcovered any dif- 

fatisfaftion with Ferdinand's adminiftration, were 

encouraged by every method to oppofe it. At 

the fame time a treaty was concluded with Louis 

XII. by which Philip flattered himfelf that he 

had fecured the friendfliip and afliftance of that 

monarch. 

4 

Meanwhile, Ferdinand employed all the arts 
of addrefs and policy, in order to retain the power . 

* Zurita Annalcs dc Aragon» torn. vi. p» la, 

of 
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of 'which he had got poffeffion. By means of book 
Conchillos, an Aragonian gentleman, he entered ^^^^ ^ '•'mm^ 
into a private negociation with Joanna, and pre- 
icailed on that weak princefs to confirm, by her 
authority, his right to the regency. But this in- 
trigue did not efcape the penetrating eye of Don 
John Manuel; Joanna's letter of confent was in* 
tercepted ; Conchillos was thrown into a dungeon • 
ihe herlelf confined to an apartment in the palace, 
and all her Spaniih domeftics fecluded from her 
prefencc'*. 

The mortification which the difcovery of this FeHinand 
intrigue occafioned to Ferdinand, was much in- J^'^cllu 
creafedby his obfervingthe progrefs which Philip's ''»*n«*i«i. 
emifiaries made in Caflile* Some of the nobles re- 
tired to their cafUes ; others to the towris ia which 
they had influence: they formed themfelves into 
confederacies, and began to aflemble their vafTals. 
Ferdinand's court was almoft totally deferted ; 
not a perfon of diilindion but Ximenes, arch- 
blfliop of Toledo, the duke of Alva, and the mar- 
quis of Denia, remaining there ; wliile the houfes 
of Philip's ambaffadors were daily crowded with 
noblemen of the h^heft rank. 

Exasperated at this univerfal defe£Hon, and Ferdinand 
mortified perhaps with feeing all his fchemes de- J^^l^'j*^ 
feated- by a younger politician, Ferdinand refolved, ord^rto 
in defiance of the law of nature and of decency, daughter 

fioin the 
tbrooe, 

'P, Mart. Ep. 287. Zurita Annales, vi. p. 14. 

to 
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BOOK to deprive bis daughter and her pcAcrity of the 
v-f^/-*.^ crown of Caftile, rather tlian renounce the re- 
gency of that kingdom. His plan for accom- 
plifliing this was no lefs bold, than the intention 
itfelf was wicked. He demanded in marriage 
Joanna, the fuppofed daughter of Henry IV. on 
the belief of whofe iUegitiftiacy Ifabella's right 
to the crown of Caftile was founded ; and by re*, 
yiving the claim of this princefs, in oppofition to 
which he himfelf had formerly kd armies an4 
fought battles, he hoped once more to get pofc 
feffion of the throne of that kingdom. But Ema* 
nucl, king of Portugal, in whofe dominions Joafma 
Feiided, at that time having married one of Ferdi- 
nand^s daughters by Ifabella, refufed his confent to 
that unnSitural match; and the unhappy princef$ 
herfelf, having loft all relilh for the objeds of am^ 
bition by being long immured ip a convent, difco^r 
vered no lefe averiion to it \ 

Marries • The rcfourccs, howcvcr, of Ferdinand's jun* 
Frc^i^ch^ * bition were not cxhaufted. Upon meeting with 
^s- / a repulfe in Pdrtugal, he turned towards France, 
and fought in marriage Germain de Foix, a 
daughter of the vifcount of Narbonne, and of 
Mary, the fitter of Louis XII. The war which 
that monarch had carried on againft Ferdinand in 
Naples, had been fo unfortunate, that he liftened 
with joy to a propofsd, which fumiflied him with 
an honourable pretence for concluding peace : 

* Sandov. Hift. of Civil Wars in Caftile. Lon. 1655. p. 5. 
Zuriu Annales de Aragon, torn, vi, p. 213. 

And 
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And though no pnnce was ever more remarkable 
than Ferdinand for making all his paflions bend to 
the maxims of intereil, or become ful^ervient to 
the purpofes of ambition, yet fo vehement was his 
Yefentment againft his fon-in-law, that the defire 
of gratifying iL rendered him regardlefs of every 
other confideration. In order to be revenged of 
Philip, by detachii^ Louis from his intereft, and 
in order to gain a chance of excluding him from 
bis hereditary throne of Aragon, and the dominions 
annexed to it, he was ready once more to divide 
Spain imo feparate kingdoms, though the uiuon of 
thefe was the great glory of his reign, and had 
been the chief obje& of his amlMtion; he confented 
to reftore diie Neapolitan noUes of the French fac- 
tion to their poflefGons and honours; and fubmitted 
to the ridicule of marrying, in an advanced age, a 
princefs of dghteeh^ 

The ccmcluiion of this match, which deprived 
Philip of his only ally, and threatened him with 
the lo& of fb many kingdoms, gave him a dread-' 
ful alarm, and convinced Don John Manuel that 
titiere was now a neceffity of taking other mea* 
fares with regard to the aflfairs of Spain". He 
accordingly inftrufted the Flemifh ambaffadors 
in the court of Spain, to teflify the flrong de^ 
fire which their mafler had of terminating all 
differences between him and Ferdinand in an 
anmable manner, and his wilUnghefs to confent 

« 

^>.P. Mart. Ep. 290. 292.. M^mmt lib. a8. c« 16, 17* 
* P. Mart. Ep. 293. 

to 
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to any conditions that would re-eftablifh thie 

friendfliip which ought to fubfift between a fedier 

tt^*^ and a fon-in-law. Ferdinand, though he had 

Ferdinaod made and broken more treaties than any prince 

*" '^* of. any age, was apt to confide fo for in the fince- 

rity of other men, or to depend fo much upon his 

own addrefs and their weaknefs, as to be ahirays 

e:^tremely fond of a negociatibn^ He liftened 

with eagemefs to thefe declarations, andfoon con* 

Wov. »4. eluded a treaty at Salamanca ; in which it was 

ftipulated, that the government of Caftile ihould 

be carried on in the joint names of Joanna, of 

Ferdinand, and of Philip; and that the revenues of 

the crown, as well as the right of conferring offices, 

ihould be fhared between Ferdinand and Philip^ 

by an equal divifion". 

' < 

phiji^°and Nothing, however, was farther from Philip's 

f^rC^^^ thoughts than to obferve this treaty. His fole in- 

sp«»n. tention in propofing it was to amufe Ferdinand, 

and to prevent him from taking any meafurcs for' 

obfl:ru£Ung his voyage into Spain* It had that 

eSedi. Ferdinand, fagacious as he was, did not. 

for fome time fufpeft his defign; and though when 

he perceived it, he prevailed on the king of France 

not only to remonftrate againft the archduke's 

journey, but to threaten hoftilities- if he ihould 

undertake it; though he folicited the duke of 

Gueldres to attack his fon-in-law's dominions in 

^ the Low-countries, Philip and- his confort never- 

^ Zurita Annales de Aragon, vi. 19. P« Mart. £p. 9939 294. 

thclefs 
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thelefs fet fail ^th a numerous fleet and a good booic 
body of land forces. They were obliged by a vio- t-->,'.^— ; 
lent tempeft to take fhelter in England, ivhere 
Henry VII. in compliance with Ferdinand's folicit- 
ations, detained them upwards of three months'* ; 
at lad they were permitted to depart, and after a 
more profperous voyage, they arrived in fafety at April %z. 
Corunna in Galicia, nor durft Ferdinand attempt, 
as he once intended, to oppofe their landing by 
force of arms. 

The Caftiiian nobles, who had been obliged Thenobnu 
hitherto to conceal or to diflemble their fenti- /rci^retor 
ments, now declared openly in favour of Philip. ^***^'' 
From every comer of the kingdom, perfons of the 
higheft rank, with numerous retinues of their vat 
fals, repaired to their new fovereign. The treaty 
of Salamanca was univerfally cbndemned, and all 
agreed to exclude from the government of Caftile 
a prince, who, by confenting to disjoin Aragon 
and Naples from that crown, difcovered fo little 
concern for its true interefts. Ferdinand, mean- 
while, ab^doned by almoft all the Caftilians, 
difconcerted by their revolt, and uncertain whe- 
ther he Ihould peaceably relinquilh his power, or 
take arms in order, to msSntain it, eamefUy foli- 
ated an interview with his fon-in-law, who, by the 
.advice of Manuel, fludioufly avoided it. Con- 
vinced at laft, by feeing the number and zeal of 
Philip's adherents daily increafe, that it was vain ^ 

to think of refifting fuch a torrent, Ferdinand 

• FcrreK. Hift. riu. aSj^ 
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fegency of 
Caltlle, and 
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BO^otc confented, by treaty, to refign the regency 6f 
Gaftile into the hands of Philip, to retire into hk 
hereditary donunions of Aragon, and to reft fatis- 
fied with the maflerihips of thd military orders, 
and that fliare of the revenue of the Indies, \diich 
Ifabella had bequeathed to him« Though an in- 
terview between the princes wa« no longer nece& 
fary, it was agreed to on both fides from motives 
of decency. Philip repaired to the place appointed^ 
with a fplendid retinue of Caililian nobles, and a 
confiderable body of armed men. Ferdinand ap^ 
peared without any pomp, attended by a few fol-' 
lowers mounted on mules, and unarmed. On 
that occaiion Don John Manuel had the pleafure 
of difplaying before the monarch whonv he had 
deferted, the extenfive influence which he had 
acquired over his new mafter : While Ferdinand 
fuffered, in prefence of his former fubjefts, the two 
moft cruel itiortifications which an artful and am« 
bitious prince can feel; being at once over- 
reached in condud, and ftripped of power p. 


July. j^QT* long after, he retired into Aragon; and 

hoping that fome favourable accident would foon 
open the way to his return into Caftile, he took 
care to protefl, though with, great fecrecy, that 
the treaty concluded with his fon-in-law, being 
extorted by force, ought to be deemed void of all 
obligation \ 

' Zurita Annales de Ara^. vi. 64. Mar. lib. 2S. c. 19/26. 
P. Mart. £p. 304, 305, &c. ^ Zurita Annalet 

de Arag. vi. p. 68.. Ferrer. Hift. yiii. 29a 

xt Philip 
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pHfLiP took pofleflion of his hew authority book 
with a youthful joy. The unhappy Joanna, from ._ ^^J- ^. 
•whom he derived it, rerhained, during all thefe PWiiptn* 
contefts, under the dominion of a deep melan- knowiedged 
choly ; fhe was feldom allowed to appear in pub- qucenlv" 
lie; her father, though he had often defired it, t*»«cortei. 
wjais refufed accefs to her ; and Philip^s chief ob- 
jeft \*ras to prevail on the Cortes to declare her 
incapable of government, that an undivided power 
might be lodged in his hands, until his fon fliould 
attaiii to full age. But fuch was the partial at- 
tachment of the Caftilians to their native princefs, 
that though Manuel had the addrefs to gain fome 
members of the Cortes affembled at Valladolid, 
and others were willing to gratify their new fo- 
vereigh in his firft requeft, the great body of the 
teprefentatives refufed their confent to a declari- 
tion which they thought fo injurious to the blood 
of their monarchs '. They were unanimous, how- 
ever, in acknowledging Joanna and Philip, queen 
and king of Caftile, and their fon Charles prince of 
Afturias. 

This was almoft the only memorable event D«thof 
during Philip's adminiftration. A fever piit an 
end to his life in the twenty-eighth year of his ^'05*^' 
age, when he had not enjoyed the regal dignity, 
vdiich he had been fo eager to obtain, full three 
months \ 

m 

' Zurita Annalcs de Arag, vi. p. 75. 
• Marian, lib. 28; c. 23. 
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The whole royal authority in Caftile ought of 
courfe to have devolved upon Joanna. But the 
In^l7i't^ fliock occafioned by a difafter fo unexpeded as 
mind in- the death of her hufbaud, completed the diforder 
of her undcrftanding, and her incapacity for 
government. During all the time of Philip's 
ficknefs, no intreaty could prevail on her, though 
in the fixth month of her pregnancy, to leave 
him for a moment. When he expired, however, 
flie did not fhed one tear, or utter a (ingle groan. 
Her grief was filent and fettled. She continued 
to watch the dead body with the fame tendemefs 
and attention as if it had been alive \ and though 
at laft fhe permitted it to be buried, ihe foon 
removed it from the tomb to her own apartment. 
There it was laid upon a bed of ftate, in a fplendid 
drefs: and having heard from fome monk a 
legendary tale of a king who revived after he had 
been dead fourteen years, fhe kept her eyes almoft 
conftantly fixed on the body, waiting for th« 
happy moment of its return to lifq. Nor was this 
capricious affeftion for her dead hufband lefs tinc- 
tured with jealoufy, than that which Ihe had borne 
to him while alive. She did not permit any of 
her female attendants to approach the bed on 
which his corpfe was laid ; fhe would not fuffer 
any woman who, did not belong to her family to 
enter the apartment ; and rather than grant that 
privilege to a midwife, though a very aged one 
had been chofen on purpofe, fhe bore the 


^ p. Mart. Ep. 3 1 6. 
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princefs Catharine without aiiy other afGftance than book 
that of her own domeftics "*• 

A WOMAN in fuch a (late of mind was little ca- she u inca- 
pable of governing a great kingdom ; and Joanna, l^^^amM^ 
who made it her fole employment to bewail the 
lofs, and to pray for the foul of her hufband, 
would have thought her attention to public affairs 
an impious negleft of thofe duties which fhe owed 
to him. But though fhe declined affuming the ad- 
miniftration herfelf, yet, by a ftrange caprice of 
jealoufy, fhe refufed to commit it to any other per- 
fon } and no intreaty of her fubjefts could perfuade 
her to name a regent, or even to fign fuch papers as 
were neceflary for the execution of juflice, and the 
fecurity of the kingdom. 

The death of Philip threw the Caftilians into Maximilian 
the greateft perplexity. It was necefTary to ap- andF^dT 
point a regent, both on account of Joanna's fren- »»»».** ^™* 
izy, and the infancy of her fon ; and as there was ihe Kgency. 
not among tfie nobles, , any perfon fo eminently 
difUnguifhed either by fUperiority in rank or abili- 
ties as to be called by the public voice to that 
high office, all naturally turned their eyes either 
towards Ferdinand, or towards the emperor 
Maximilian. The former claimed that dignity 
as adminiflrator for his daughter, and by virtue 
of the teflament of Ifabella; the latter thought 
Wmfelf the legal guardian of his grandfon, whom, 
on account of his mother's infirmity, he already 

" Mar. Hiil. lib. 29. c. 3 & 5. P. Mart. Ep. 318. 324, 
328. 332, 
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confidered as king of Caftile. Such of the nobility 
as had lately been moft adive in compelling Fer- 
dinand to refign the government of the kingdom, 
trembled at the thoughts of his being reftored fa 
foon to his former dignity. They dreaded the 
return of a monarch, not apt to forgive, aird who, 
to thofe defefts* with which they were already 
acquainted, added that refentment which the re- 
membrance of their behaviour, and refledion 
upon his own difgrace, muft naturally have ex- 
cited. Though none of thefe objedions lay 
agai^ft Maximilian, he was a ftranger to the laws • 
and manners of Caftile ; he had not either troops 
or money to fupport his pretenfions ; nor could 
his claim be admitted without a public declara- 
tion of Joanna's incapacity for government, an in- 
dignity to which, notwithftanding the notoriety of 
her diftemper, the delicacy of the Caftilians could 
not bear the thoughts of fubjeding her. 

Don John Manuel, however, and a few of 
the nobles, who confidered themfelves as moft 
obnoxious to Ferdinand's difpleafure, declared 
for Maximilian, and offered to fupport his claim 
with all their intereft. Maximilian, always enter- 
prizing and decifive in council, though feeble and 
dilatory in execution, eagerly embraced the offer. 
But a feries of ineffedual negociatiohs was the only 
confequence of this tranfadion. The emperor, zs 
ufual, afferted his rights In a high ftrain, promifed 
a great deal, and performed nothing ""« 

f Mariana, lib. 29. c. 7. Zurita Annales de Arag. tL 93. 
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A FEW days before the death of Philip, Ferdi- book 
Hand had fet out for Naples, that, by his ovm .^^,-,^.,.^ 
prefence, he might put an end, with CTeater Ffrdinma 
decency, to the viceroyalty oi the great captain, vifutohis 
whofe important fervices, and cautious conduft, N^pjei™^ 
did not fcreen him from the fufpicions of his jea- . 
lous mafter. Though an account of his fon-in- 
law*s death reached him at Porto-fino, in the ter- 
ritories of Genoa, he was fo folicitous to difcover 
the fecret intrigues which he fuppofed the great 
captain to have been carrying on, and to eftablifli 
his own authority on a firm foundation in the 
Neapolitan dominions, by removing him from 
the fupreme command there, that rather than dif- 
continue his voyage, he ehofe to leave Caftile in a 
ftate of anarchy, and even to rifque, by this delay, 
his obtaining poffeiSon of the government of that 
kingdom ^. 

Nothing but the great abilities and prudent ^cq«'«s 

-^^*-' 111 ^* regency 

conduct or his adherents, could have prevented ofc^mu, 
the bad effcfts of this abfcncc. At the head of though th« 
thefe was Ximenes, archbilhop of Toledo, who, '^^^ ""^ 
though he had been ndfed to that dignity by Ifa- ximcne^ 
bdla, contrary to the inclination of Ferdmand, 
and though he could have no expeftation of en- 
joying nmch power under the adminiftration of ar 
mafter little difpofed to diftinguifh him by extra- 
ordinary marks of attention, was neverthelefs fo 
difinterefted, as to prefer the welfare of his country 
before his own grandeur, and to declare, that 

f Zurita Annalcs de Arag. vi, p. 85. 
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B o^o K Caftile could never be fo happily governed as by 

<^^-w--— ' a prince, whom long experience had rendered 

thoroughly acquainted with its true intereft. The 

zeal of Ximenes to bring over his countrymen to 

this opinion, induced him to lay afide fomewhat 

of his ufual aufterity and haughtinefs. He con- 

defcended, on this occafion, to court the dif- 

?tfFefted nobles, and employed addrefs, as well 

as arguments, to perfuade them. Ferdinand 

feconded his endeavours with great art; and by 

conceflions to fome of the grandees, by promifes 

to others, and by letters full of complaifance 

to all, he gained many of his moft violent op- 

Attg.ai. ponents*. Though many cabals were formed, 

Ferdioana ^^^ ^^^^^ commotious were excited, yet when 

returns co ' * 

Spain. Ferdinand, after having fettled the affairs of 
Naples, arrived in Caftile, he entered upon the 
adminiftration without oppofition. The prudence 
with which he exercifed liis authority in that 
kingdom, equalled the good fortune by which he 

HU proacnt had recovered it. By a moderate, but fteady ad* 
miniftration, free from partiality and from refent- 
ment, he entirely reconciled the Caftilians to his 
perfon, and fecured to them, during the remain- 
der of his life, as much domeftic tranquillity, as 
was confiftent with the genius of the feudal go- 
vernment, which ftill fubfifted among them in fiiH 
vigour % 

Nor was the prefervation of tranquillity in his 
hereditary kingdoms, the only obligation which 

* Zurita Annales de Arag. vi. p. 87. 94. 109. 

* Mariana, lib. 29. c. lo. 
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the archduke Charles owed to the wife regency of book 
his grandfather ; it was his good fortune, during ^.,^^-mmj 
that period, to have very important additions ^ 
made to the dominions over which he was to 
reign. On the coaft of Barbary, Oran, and other ' 
conquefts of no fmall value, were annexed to the ofOrm. 
crown of Caftile by cardinal Ximenes, who, with 
a fpirit very uncommon iu a monk, led in perfon 
a numerous army againft the Moors of that counii 
try ; and, with a generofity and magnificence ftill 
more Angular, defrayed the whole ^pence of the 
expedition out of his own revenues *". In Europe, 
Ferdinand, under pretences no lefs frivolous than 
unjuft, as well as by artifices the moft Ihameful 
and treacherous, expelled John d*Albret, the .^^.^ 
lawful fovereign, from the throne of Navarre; ofNOTww. 
and, feizing on that kingdom, extended the li- 
mits of the Spanifli monarchy from the Pyrenees 
on the one hand, to the frontiers of Portugal on 
the other \ 

It was not, however, the defire of aggrandiz- ferainand 
ing the archduke, which influenced Ferdinand hu gtandfon 
in this^ or in any other of his aftions. He was " ** 
more apt to confider that young prince as a rival, 
- who might one day wreft out of his hands the go- 
vernment of Caftile, than as a grandfon, for 
whofe intereft he was entrufted with the admini- 
ftration. This jealoufy foon begot averfion, and 
even hatred, the fymptoms of which he was at 

* Mariana, lib. 29, c. 18. 

* Mar. lib. 30. c. 11, 12. 19. 24. 
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B Q Q K no pains tp conceal. Henc^ proceeded bis Im- 
.^^'^^. moderate joy >yhen his young queen was delivered 
"1309. ^ of a fon, whofe life would have deprived Charles 
of the crowns of Aragon, Naples, Sicily, and 
Sardinia ; and upon the untimely death of that 
prince, he difcovered, for the fame reafon, an 
exceflive folicitude to have other children. This 
impatience haftened, in all prjobability, the ac- 
ceffion of Charles to the crown of Spain. Ferdi- 
nancl, in order to procure a blefling, of which, 
from his' advanced age, and the intemperance of 
his youth, he could have little profped, had re- 
'^'3- courf(^ to his phyficians, and by their prefcriptioi^ 
took one of thofe potions, which are fuppofed to 
add vigour to the coiiftitution, though they more 
fr^q^ufntly p^-ove fatal to it. This was its. efieft 
on. a frame fo feeble and ej^hauiled as that of Fer»- 
dinand j for though he furvived a violent di£arckr 
whif h it at firft occafiop^d> it brought on fuch. 
an habitual languor and dejeftion of mind, aa 
rendered him averfe from any ferious attention to 
public affairs, and fond of frivolous amufemjents, 
on which he had not hitherto heftowed much 
. time \ Though he now defpaired of having any 
fon of his own, his jealoufy of the archduke did 
not abate, noa[ could h^ help viewing him with 
that averfion "vyhich princes often beax to their 
EndeVvo'ur* fucccfforSv lu ordcr to gratify this uxmatural 

wJloiet P^^^^i ^ "^^^^ ^. '^^^^^> appointing prince Fcr-^ 
by a will in dinaud, wJk> having be^n born and educated ia 

fevourof .-• • . "^ . 

Ferdinand. 

* Zurita Annales de Arag. vi. p. 347. P. Mart. Ep. 531* 

Argenfola Annales dc Aragon, lib. i. p. 4, 
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Spain, was much beloved by the Spaniards, to book 
be regent of all his kingdoms, until the arrival w ' 
of the archduke his brother ; and by the fame 'SiS' 
deed he fettled upon him the grand-mafterfhip of 
the three military orders. The former of thefe 
grants might h?ive put it in the power of the 
young prince to have difputed the throne with his 
brother; the latter would, in any event, have 
rendered him almoft independent of him. 

Ferdinand retained to the laft that jealous 
love of power, which was fo remarkable through 
his whole life. Unwilling even at tlie approach 
of death to admit a thought of relinquifliing any 
portion of his authority, he removed continually 
irom place to place, in order to fly from his dis- 
temper, or to forget it. Though his ftrength 
declined every day, none of his attendants durft 
mention his condition ; nor would he admit his 
father confeffbr, who thought fuch filence crimi- 
nal and unchriftian, into his prefence. At laft 
the danger became fo imminent, that^ it could be 
no longer concealed. Ferdinand received the 
intimation with a decent fortitude ; and touched, 
perhaps, with compunftion at the injuftice which 
he had done his grandfon, or influenced by the 
honeft remonftrances of Carvajal, Zapara, and 
Vargas, his moft ancient and faithful coun- 
fellors, who reprefented to him, that by inveft- 
ing prince Ferdinand with the regency, he would 
infallibly entail a civil war on tjie two brothers, 
flOd by beftowing on him the grand-mafterfhip 

of 
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BOOK of the military orders, would ftrip the crown of 
<,,^J-^^> its nobleft ornament and chief •ftrength, he con- 
, '51^' fented to alter his will with refpeft to both thefe 

Js perfuaded ^ ^ 

to alter that particulars. By a new deed he left Charles the 

will . 

fole heir of all his dominions, and allotted to 
prince Ferdinand, inllead of that throne of which 
he thought himfelf almoft fecure, an inconfider- 
able eftablilhment of fifty thoufand ducats a 
■04 ^s. year '. He died a few hours after figning this 
will, on the twenty-third day of January, one 
thoufand five hundred and fixteen. 

Zdocationof Charles, to whom fuch a noble inheritance 
cbarka V, defcendcd by his death, was near the full age of 
fixteen. He had hitherto refided in the Low- 
Countries, his paternal dominions. Margaret of 
Auftria, his aunt, and Margaret of York, the 
lifter of Edward IV. of England, and widow of 
Charles the Bold, two princeffes of great virtue 
and abilities, had the care of forming his early 
youth. Upon the death of his father, the Fle- 
mings committed the government of the Low- 
Countries to his grand-father, the emperor Maxi- 
milian, with the name rather than the authority 
of regent ^ Maximilian made choice of William 
de Croy lord of Chievres to fuperintend the edu- 

• Mar. Hift. lib. 30. c. ult. Zuiita Annales de Arag. vi. 
401. P. Mart. Ep. ^6^9 566. Argcnfola Annales de Arag. 
lib. i. p. If. ♦ 

^ Pontius Heuterus Rerum Auflriacarum, lib. xv. Lov. 
1649. lib. vii. c. 2. p. 155. 

cation 
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cation of the young prince his grandfon ^. That 
nobleman poffeffed, in an eminent degree, the 
talents which fitted him for fuch an important '5«^ 
office, and difcharged the duties of it with great 
fidelity. Under Chievres, Adrian of Utrecht 
afted as preceptor. This preferment, which 
opened his way to the higheft dignities an eccle- 
fiaftic can attain, he owed not to his birth, for 
that was extremely mean ; nor to his intereft, for 
he was a ftranger to the arts of a court ; but to 
the opinion which his countrymen entertained of 
his learning. He was indeed no inconfiderablc 
proficient in thofe frivolous fciences, which, dur- 
ing 

« The French hiftorians, upon the authority of M, de Bel- 
lay, Mem. p. II. have unanimoufly aflerted, that Phihp, by 
his ha will^ having appointed the king of France to have the 
dirediiion of bis Ton's education* Louis XII. with a difintereft^ 
ednefs fuitable to the confidence rq>ored in him, named 
Chievres for that office. Even the prefidcnt Henaut ha« 
adopted this opinion. Abrege Chron# A. D. 15Q7. Va. 
rillas, in his ufual manner, pretends to b^ve feen PhiHp*s 
teiUment. Pra£i. de 1' Education des Princes, p« |6« But the 
Spanifh, German, and Flemiih hiftorians concur in contra* 
diding this aifertion of the French authors* It sippears from 
Heutcrus, a cotemporary Flemifh hiftorian of great authority, 
that Louis XII. by confentbg to the marriage of Ceiinaiae 
d£ Foix with Ferdinand, had loft much of that confidence 
which Philip once placed in him; that this difgufl was in* 
creafed by the French king's giving in marriage to the count 
of Angouleme his elded daughter, whom he had formerly 
betrothed to Charles j Heuter. Rer. Auftr. lib. v. 151; That 
the French, a fliort time before Philip's death, had violated 
the peace which fubfifted between them and the Flemings, 
and Philip had complained of th^s injury, and was ready to 
fcfent it. Heuter. ibid. All t^efe circumftances render it 

impro- 
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BOOK ing feveral centuries, affumed the name of phi- 
'-•^ lofophy, and' had publifhed a commentary, 
i5j«. which was highly efteemed, upon The Book of 
Sentences^ a famous treatife of Petrus Lombardus, 
cbnfidered at that time as the ftandard fyftem of 
metaphyfical theology. But whatever admiration 
thefe procured him in an illiterate age, it was 
foon found that a man accuftomed to the retire- 
ment of a college, unacquainted with the world, 
and without any tinfture of tafte or elegance, was 
by no means qualified for rendering fcience agree- 
able to a young prince. Charles, accordingly, . 

improbable that Philip, who made his wiH a few days before he 
died, Heuter. p. 152, fhould commit the education of his fon 
to Louis XII. In confinnation of thete plaufible conjef^ures, 
' pofitive te&imony can be produced. It appearsi from Heu* 

terpsy that Philip, when he fct out for Spain, had aitrufted 
Chievreft both with the care of his fon's education, and with 
the government of his dominions in the Low-Countries. 
Heirter. lib.vii. p. 153. That an attempt was made, foon 
after Philip's death, to have the emperor Maximilian ap- 
pointed regent, during the minority of his grandfon ; but 
this being oppoied, Chievres feems to have continued to dif-* 
charge both the offices which Philip had committed to him. 
Heut. ibid. 153. 155. That in the beginning of the year 
1508, the Flemings invited Maximilian to accept of the 
regency ; to which he confented, and appointed his daughter 
Margaret, together with a council of Flemings, to cxercifc 
the fupremc authority, when he himfelf fhould, at any time^ 
be abfent. He likewife named Chievres as governor, and 
Adrian of Utrecht as preceptor to his fon, Heut. ibid. 155, 
157. What Heuterus relates with refpeft to this matter is 
confirmed by Moringus in Vita Adriani apud Analefta Cafp, 
Burmanni de Adriano, cap. 10 ;. by Barlandus Chronic. 
Brabant, ibid.^. 25 $ and by Hargeus AnnaL Brab. vol. ii. 
520, &c. 
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difcovered an early averfion to learning, and an 
exccffive fondnefs for thofe violent and martial 
exercifes, to excel in which was the chief pride, *^*^' 
and almofl the only fludy of perfons of rank in 
that age. Chievres encouraged this tafte, either 
from a defire of gaming his pupil by indulgence, 
or from too flight an opinion of the advantages of 
literary accompliihments \ He inftruded him, 
however, with great care in the arts of govern- 
ment ; he made him ftudy the hiftory not only of 
his own kingdoms, but of thofe with which they 
were connefted; he accuftomed him, from the 
time of his afluming the government of Flanders 
irt the year one thoufand five hundred and fifteen, Tf ^« .^^ft ^ 

, openings <» 

to attend to bufinefs ; he perfuaded him to perufe bis chwic- 
all papers relating to public affairs ; to be prefent 
at the deliberations of his privy-counfellors, and 
to propofe to them himfelf thofe matters, con- 
cerning which he required their opinion K From 
fuch an education, Charles contraded habits of 
gravity and recoUeftion which fcarcely fuited his 
time of life. The firft openings of his genius did 
not indicate that fuperiority which its maturer 
age difplayed \ He did not difcover in his youth 
the impetuofity of fpirit which commonly ufhers 
in an aftive and enterprizing manhood. Nor did 
his early obfcquioufnefs to Chievres, and his 

* Jovii Vita Adriani, p, 91. Struvii Corpus Hift. Germ, 
u. 967. P. Heuter. Rer. Auftr. lib. vii. c. 3. p. 157. 

' Memoires de Bellay^ 8vo. Par. 1573. p. n- P- Heuteiv 
lib. viii. c. i. p. 184. ' 

* P. Martyr, Ep. 569, 655. 
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other favourites, promife that capacious and de- 
cifivc judgment, which afterwards direfted the 
»5»fi- affairs of one half of Europe, But his fubjefts, 
dazzled with the external accomplifiiments of a 
graceful figure and manly addrefs, and viewing 
his charader with that partiality which is always 
Ihown to princes during their youth, entertained 
^ fanguine hopes of his adding luftre to thofe crown8 

which defc^nded to him by the death of Ferdi* 
nand. 

suteof The kingdoms of Spain, as is evident from 

quhc»7*vi. the view which I have given of their political 
gorpusad- conftitution, were at that time in a fituation 
^n# which required an adminiftration no lefs vigorous 

than prudent. The feudal inftitutions, which 
had been introduced into all its different pro- 
evinces by the Goths, the Suevi, and the Vandals, 
fubfifted in great force. The nobles, who were 
powerful and warlike, had long poffeffed all .the 
exorbitant privileges which thefe inftitutions 
vefted in their order. The cities in Spain were 
more numerous and more confiderable, than the 
genius of feudal government, naturally unfavour- 
able to commerce and to regular police, feemed 
to admit. The perfonal rights, and political in- 
fluence, which the inhabitants of thefe cities had 
acquired, were extenfive. The royal prerogative, 
circumfcribed by the privileges of the nobility, 
and by the pretenfions of the people, was confined 
within very narrow limits. Under fuch a form 
of government, the principles of difcord were 
4 many J 
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many ; the bond of union was extremely feeble ; 
and Spain felt not only all the inconveniences 
occafioned by the defeds in the feudal fyftem, 
but was expofed to diforders arifmg from the 
peculiarities in its owp conftitution. 

During the long admlniftration of Ferdinand^ 
no internal commotion, it is true, had arifen in 
Spain. His fuperior abilities had enabled him to 
reftrain the turbulence of the nobles, and to mo- 
derate the jealoufy of the commons. By the wif- 
dom of his domeflic government, by the fagacity 
with which he conduced his foreign operations, and 
by the high opinion that his fubjefts entertained 
of both, he had preferved among them a degree 
of tranquillity, greater than was natural to a con- 
ftitution, in which the feeds of difcord and dif- 
order were fo copioufly mingled. But, by the 
death of Ferdinand, thefe reftraints were at once 
withdrawn; and faction and difcontent, from 
being long repreffed, were ready to break out 
with fiercer aniraofity. 

In order to prevent thefe evils, Ferdinand had J^^*^'"**^ 
in his laft will taken a moft prudent precaution, ed cardinal 
by appointing cardinal Ximenes, archbilhop of re^r" 
Toledo, to be fole regent of Caftile, until the 
arrival of his grandfon in Spain. The lingular 
charader of this man, and the extraordinary qua- 
lities which marked him out for that office at 
fuch a junfture, merit a particular defcription. 
He was defcended of an honourable, jaot of a His rife and 

wealthy 
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xrealthy femily; and the drcumftances of hi« 
parents^ as well as his own inclinations, having 
detennined him to enter into the church, he early 
obtained benefices of great value, and which 
placed him in the way of the higheft preferment. 
All thefe, however, he renounced at once ; and 
after undergoing a very fevere noviciate, affumed 
the habit of St. Francis in a monaftery of Obfer- 
vantine friars, one of the moft rigid orders in the 
Romifli church. There he foon became eminent 
for his uncommon aufterity of manners, and for 
thofe exceffes of fuperftitious devotion, which are 
the proper charafteriftics of the monaftic life. 
But notwithftanding thefe extravagances, to which 
weak and enthufiaftic minds alone are ufually 
prone, his underftanding, naturally penetrating 
and decifive, retained its full vigour, and ac* 
quired him fuch great authority in his own order, 
as raifed him to be their provincial. His repu- 
tation for fanftity foon procured him the office 
of father-confeffor to queen Ifabella, which he 
accepted with the utmoft feluftance. He pre- 
ferved in a court the fame aufterity of manners 
which had diftinguiftied him in the cloifter. He 
continued to make all his journies on foot ; he 
fubfifted only upon alms; his ads of mortifica- 
tion were as fevere as ever, and his penances as 
rigorous. Ifabella, pleafed with her choice, con- 
ferred on him, not long after, the archbifliopric 
of Toledo, which, next to the papacy, is the 
richeft dignity in the church of Rome. This 
honour he declined with a firmnefs, which no- 

t3 thing 
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thmg but the authoritative injunflion of the pope 
was able to overcome. Nor did this height of 
promotion change his manners. Though obliged 
to diTplay in public that magnificence which be- 
came his ftation, he . himfelf retained his monadic 
feverity. Under his pontifical robes he con- 
ftantly wore the coarfe frock ^ of St. Francis, the 
rents in which he ufed to patch with his own 
hands. He at no time ufed linen j but was com-_ 
joionly clad in hair-cloth. He llept always in his 
habit, moft frequently on the ground, or on 
boards, rarely in a bed. He did not tafte any of 
the delicacies which appeared at his table, but 
iatisfied himfelf with that fimple diet which the 
rule .of his order prefcribed'. Notwithftanding 
thefe peculiarities, fo oppofite to the manners of 
the world, he poffeffed a thorough knowledge of 
its affairs; and no fooner was he called by hi$ 
ftation, and by the high opinion which Ferdinand 
and Ifabella entertained of him, to take a princi- 
pal fliare in the adminiftration, than he difplayed 
talents for bufinefe, which rendered the fame of 
his wifdom equal to that of his fanftity. His poli- 
tical . condufl:, remarkable for the boldnefs and 
originality, of all his plans, flowed from his real 
charafter, and partook both of its virtues and its 
defeats. His extenfive genius fuggefted to him 
fchemes vail and magnificent. Confcious of the 
integrity of his ixitentions^ he purfued thefe with 

' Hiftpire dc .radminiftration du Card. Ximen. par Mici. 
Baudier, 410. 1635. p. 13* 
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uhrehiStting aiid undaunted fetnneR. Accnftdnsect 
frtm his eariy youth to mortify his oVn.paffions^ 
he fhe\<red little indulgence towards thbfe of other 
men. Taught by his fyftem of religion to check 
even his moft innocent defires, he was the eftemy 
of dvery thing to which he could affix Ae name of 
elegance or pleafure. Though free from any fuf* 
picibn of cruelty, he difcovered in all his commerce 
'with the world a fevere inflexibility of mind, and 
aufterity of charafter, peculiar to the monaftic pro* 
fdTion, and which can hardly be conceived in * 
country where that is imknown. 


Cardinal 
Adrian 
appointed 
regent by 
Charles. 


Such was the man to whom Ferdinand coinf- 
mitted the regency of Caftile; and though Xi- 
menes was then near fourfcore,. and perfe^ly ac- 
quainted with the labour and difficulty of the 
office, his natural intrepidity of mind, and zeal 
for the publie good, prompted him to Accept of 
it without hefitation. Adrian of Utrecht, who 
had been fent into Spain a f(^ months befor^ 
the death of Ferdinand, produced full power^ 
from the archduke to aflume the name and au- 
thc^ty of regent, upon, the demife of his ^rand* 
father; 'but fuch was the averfion of the Spaniards 
to 'th6 government of a ftrangcr^ and fo urf- 
'equal the abilities of the two competitors, thit 
Adrian's claim would at once have "^been re- 
jeded, if Ximenes himfelf, from ' cbmplaifance tx> 
his new mafter, had not confented to acknow- 
ledge him as regent, and to carry on the govern- 
ment in conjunftion with him» By this, how- 

t3 ^er. 
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^f» AHmn a^itiir^ a dignity merely hominaL 
%imdie$y tb<)ugb he treated him with great d6« 
Kmcfy and cVen refpeQ:, retained the whole power ^jJ^'J; 
in hk own hands \ «>>>tains the 

Ib'c dircc* 
tinn of 

The cardinal's firft care was to obfcrvc tte H^fpre w- 
motions of the infcint Doi^ Ferdinand^ who, having JJj'i^'nJf^*^"* 
^been flattered \dth fo near a prolpeft of fupreme Don Feidi- 
power, bore the difappointment of his h(H)es vnih 
greater impatience than a prince at a period of Ufe 
fo ieariy could have been fuppofed to feel. Xi« 
menes, luider pa:^ence of providing^more efiiec- 
tuaily for his lafety, removed him from Gauddoupe, 
the place in which he had been educated, to Ma- 
drid, where he fixed the refidence of the coutt. 
There he was under the cardinal^s own eye, and 
his condu£i:, with that of his domeftics, was watched 
with the utmoft attention \ 

The fiirft intelligence he received from the 
Low-Goutitries, gave greater difquiet to the car- 
dinal, and convinced liim how difficult a talk it 
would be to conduct the affairs of an unexperi* 
toced prince, under the influence "^of coimfellors 
^unacquainted with the laws and manners of Spain. 
•No fooner did the account of Ferdinand's death ^^^'^^ 
reach Bruflels, than Charies, by the advice of his title of 
Flen^ minifters, refolved to aflume the title ©f 

* Gometiua de reb. gdL Ximeiiii» p. X50. FqL Conpl* 
1559. 

" Miniana Contin. Mari»n$e» lib* t. c. 2. Baudiery Hift. de 
SCimeaesip. iiS. 
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king. By the laws of Spaih, the fole right i6 tbft 

■ crowns, both of Caftile and of Aragon, belonged 

to Jpanna; and though her infirmities difquali- 

fied her from governing, this incapacity had not 

been declared by any public aft of the Cortes 

in ddier kingdom; fo that the Spaniards con- 

fidered this refoliition, not only ^s a direft 

violation of their privileges, but as an unnatural 

. \ifurpati(Mi in a fon on the prerogatives of a m^ 

ther, towards whom, in her prefent unhappy fitu- 

ation, he manifefted a lefs delicate regard than 

her fubjefts had always exprefled ^ The Flenuih 

t:ourt, however, having prevailed both on the pope 

and on the emperor to addrefs letters to Charles 

. as king of Caftile ; the former of whom, it was 

i pretended, had a right as head of the church, and 

'the latter, as head of the empire, to confer thiis 

title; inftruftions were fent to Ximenes, to prevail 

on the Spaniards to acknowledge it, Ximenes, 

though he had earneftly remonftrated a:gainft the 

meafure, as no lefs unpopular than unneceiTar/, 

refolved to exert alj his authority and credit in 

carrying it into execution, and immediately aiTem- 

. bled fuct of the nobles as wefe then at court. 

What Charles required was laid before them; and 

when, iiiftead of complying with his demands, 

they began to murmur againft fuch an unpre- 

. ced^tod . encroachment on their privileges, and 

to talk high of the rights of Joanna, and their 

catb of allegiance to her^ Ximenes haftily inter* 

« 

! p. Mart. Ep.568. 

po£^^ 
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pofed, and with that firm md dedfive tone, which b b o kc 
was natural to him, told them, that they were v^.^v^w 
not called now to deliberate,* but to obey; that j^J/'„^^ 
their foverdgn did not apply, to them for advice, through the 
but expe^ed fubmiilion } and ^' this day " added ximenes. 
he, "Charfea (hall he proclaimed kmg of Caftile ^''"'^• 
in Madijd ; and the reft of the cities, I doubt not, 
will follow Its example." On the fpot he gave 
orders for that purpofe ^ ; and notwithftanding the . 
novelty of the pradice, and the fecret difcontents 
(rf many perfons of diftindUon, Charles's title was 
univerfally recognized. In Aragon, where the 
privileges of the fuhjed were more extenfive, and 
the abilities as well as authority, of the archbifhop 
of SaragoiTa, whom Ferdinand had appointed re«; 
gent, were far inferior to thofe of Ximenes, the 
fgme obfequioufnefs to (he will of Charles did not 
appear, nor was he acknowledged there under any- 
other charafter but that of prince, until his arrival 
in Spain % 

XiMENES, though pofTeffed onij of delegated HitfchtaMt 
power, which, from his advanced age, he could ingthe*proL 
not expefi: to enjoy long, affumed, together with «>8«>»«* 
the charader of regent, all the ideas natural to a 
monarch, and adopted fchemes for extending the 
regal authority, which he purfued with as much 
intreindity and ardour, as if he himfelf had beeiv 

' Gomctiusy p. 152. 8ic, Baudier, Hift. de Ximeni. p. 121^'* 
* P. Mi^rt. Ep. 57.2. . .» 
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B 0^0 ic to reap the advantages refulting from their fuccefs. 

v*-^v^«ii-^ The exorbitant privileged of the Caftilian nobles 
*^*^* .circunxfcribcd the prerogative of the prince within 
very narrow litnits. Thcfe privileges the cardinal 
confidered as fo many unjuft extortions from the 
crown, and determined to abridge them. Dan* 
gerous as the attempt was, there were circum* 
ftances in his fituation, which promifed him greater 
fuccefs than any king of Caftile could have ex« 
peded* The ibid ai^i prudent ceconomy of his 
archiepifcopal revenueis, Airnifhed him with more 
ready money than the crown could at any time 
donmiahd; the ^andity of his maimers, his charity 
and munificence, rendered him the idol of the peo- 
ple; and the nobles themfelves, not fufpeding any 
danger from him, did not obferve his motions with 
the fame jealous attention, as they would have 
watched tbofe of one of their monarchs. 

Byaepreff- IMMEDIATELY upon his acccffion tp the re- 

ing the ■ , '^ 

fttfUUty. gency, feveral of the nobles, fancying that the 
reins of government would of conf<^uence be 
fomewhat relaxed, began to aflemble their yafials^ 
and to profecute, by force of arms, private quar- 
rels and preteniions, which the authority of Fer- 
dinand bad obliged them to diflemble, or to re- 
Hnquifli. But Ximenes, who had taken into pay 
a good body of troops, oppofed and defeated all 
their defigns with unexpefted vigour and facility; 
and though he did not treat the authors of thefe 
dilbrders with any cruelty^ he forced them to 

ads 
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of fubmUIiony extremely mortifying to- the book 

haughty fpirit of Caftilian grandees. s.«i-*v-iiw 

. But while the cardinal's attacks were confined By forming 
to individuals, and every aft of rigour was jufti- J,^Ja*e. 
fied by the appearance of neceffity, founded on ^J"^^"*,^ 
t^e forms of juftice, and tempered with a mix- 
ture of Icaiity, there was fcarcely room for jea- 
loufy or complaint. It was not fo with his next 
meaiure, which, by ftriking at a privilege eiTen- 
tial to the nobility, gave a general alarm to the 
whole order. By the feudal conftitution, the 
military power was lodged in the hands of the 
nobles, and men of an inferior condition were * 
called into the field only as their valTals, and to 
follow their banners. A king, with fcanty .re« 
yenues, and a limited perogative, depended on 
thefe potent barons in all his operations. It was 
with their forces he attacked his enemies, and 
with them he defended his kingdom. While at 
the head of troops attached warmly to their ow^ 
immediate lords, and accuftomed to obey no other 
commands, his authority was precarious, and 
his eflForts feeble. From this ftate Ximenes re* 
folved to deliver the crown ; and as mercenary 
ilanding armies were unknown under the feudal 
government, and would have been odious to a 
martial and generous people^ he iflued a pro- 
clamation, commanding every , city in Caftile to 
enrol a certain number of its burgeffes, in order 
that they might be trained to the ufe of arms on 
Sundays and holidays $ he engaged to provide of. 

D 4 ficera 



¥> THE REIGN OF THE 

ficers to command them at the public expencc j 
and as an encouragement to the private, men, 
promifed them an exemption from all taxes and 
impoiitions. The frequent incuriions of the 
Moors from Africa, and the neceflity of having^ 
fome force always ready to oppofe them, fumiflied 
a plaufible pretence for this innovation. The objeft 
really in view was to fccure the king a body 
of troops independent of his barons, and which 
might ferve to counterbalance their power \ The 
nobles were ilot flow in perceiving what was his 
intention, and faw how efFeftually the fcheme 
which he had adopted would accomplifh his end; 
but as a'meafure which had the pious appearance 
of rcfifting the progrefs of the infidels was ex- 
tremely popular, and as any oppofition to it, arifing 
from their order alone, would have been imputed 
wholly to interefted motives, they endeavoured to 
excite the cities themfelves to refufe obedience, 
and to inveigh againft the proclamation as in* 
confiftent with thdr charters and privileges. In 
confequence of their inftigations, Burgos, Valfei- 
doKd, and feveral other cities, rofe in open mu- 
tiny. , Some of the grandees declared themfelves 
their proteftors. Violent remonftrances were 
prefented to the king. His Flemifh counfellors 
were ^liarmed. Ximenes alone continued firm 
and undaunted; and partly by terror, partly by 
tntreaty ; by force in fome inftances, and by for- 
bearance in others; He prevailed on all the re- 

» Minamac Continiiatio Marianae, fol. Hag. 1733.P. 3» 
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fra&ory cities to comply % During his admini- booic 

illation, he condnued to execute his plan with ^.^-s^ 

vigour ; but foon after his death it was entirely '5»^- 
dropped* 

His fucccTs in this fcheme for reducing the . By recalling 
exorbitant power of the nobiUty, encouitaged him In^'r 
to attempt a diminution of their pofleiSons, which ^^^J^uq!! 
were no le& exorbitant. During the contefts and 
diforders infeparable from the feudal government, 
the nobles, ever attentive to their own intcreft, 
and taking advant^e of the weaknefs or diftrels 
of their monarchs, had feized fome parts of the 
royal demefnes, obtained grants of others, and 
having gradually wreiled almoft the whole out 
of the luinds of the prince, had annexed them to ' 
their own eftates. The titles, by which moft .of 
die grandees held thefe lands, were extremely 
defedive ; it was from fome fuccefsfiil ufurpation, 
which the crown had been too feeble to difputei 
that many derived their only claim to pofTeflion^ 
An enquiry carried back to the origin of thefe 
encroachments, which were aln^oft coeval with 
^e feudal fyftem, was imprafUcable ; and as it 
would have ftripped every nobleman in Spain of 
great part of his lands,- it muft have excited a 
general revolt. Such a ftep was too bold, even 
for the enterprifmg genius of Ximenips.. He . .,, 
confined himfelf to thje reign of Ferdinand; and 
t)eginning with the penfions granted during that 

; P, Mart, Ep. 556. &c. Gometius, p.>i6o. Sec. 
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B.OOIC time, refufed to make any farther payment, be.- 
>_,-/-m_' caufe all right to. them expired vndi his life»^ He 
' 1516. then called to accoimt fuch^ a& had acquired 
crown lands under the adminiftration of that 
monarch, and at once refumed whatever he had 
alienated. The effe&s of thefe revocations ex- 
tended to many perfons of high rank ; for though 
Ferdinand was a prince of little generoiity, yet 
he and Ifabella having been raifed to the throne 
pf Caftile by a powerful faftion of the. nobles, 
they were obliged to rewsprd the zeal of their 
adherents with great liberality, and the royal 
demefnes were their only fund for that purpole* 
The additicHi made to the revenue of the crown 
by thefe revocations, together with his own frugal 
CBConomy, enabled Ximenes not only to difcharge 
all the debts which Ferdinand had left, and to 
remit con£derable .fums to Flanders, but to pay 
the officers of his new militia, and to eftabUOi ma« 
gazines not only more numJerous, but better fiir- 
nifhed with artillery, arms, and warlike flores^ 
than Spain had ever poflefied in any former age^ 
The prudent and diiinterefted application of thefe 
&ms, was a full apology to the people for the 
Tigour with which they were exacted. 

The Bobtei . The noblcs, alarmed at thefe repeated attacks, 

nufwa'i began- to think of precautions for the fafety of 

their order. Many cabals were formed, loud 

4C(MQapIaiats were uttered^ and defperate refolu- 

I FkcUer Vic dc Ximen. ii. (Joov 
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tiojis taken ; but before they proceeded jto extie- 

xnitiesy they appointed fome' of their number to 

examine the powers in confec^uence of which the 

cardinal exerdfed a£b of fuch high authority. 

The admiral of Caftile^ the duke de Infantado, 

and the Conde de Benevehto^ grandees of the 

firft rank, were entrufted with this commii&on. 

Sjmenes received them with cold civility, and in 

smfwer to their demand, produced the teftament 

of Ferdinand by which he was appointed regent, 

together with the ratification of that deed by 

€harles* To both thefe they objeded; and he 

endeavoured to eflablifh their validity. As the 

converfation grew warm, he led them infenlibly 

towards a balcony, from which they had a view of but ^t!H^ 

a large body of troops under arms, and of a for- ^''***** 

midable train of artillery, ** Behold,*' fays he, 

pcanting to thefe and raifing his voice, " the 

powers which I have received from his Catholic 

majefty. With thefe I govern Caftile j and with 

thde I will govern it, until the king your mafter 

and mine takes pofleflion of his kingdom'." A 

declaration lb bold and haughty filenced them, and . 

aftoniihed their aflbciates. To take arms againfl 

a man aware of his danger, and prepared for his 

defence, was what defpair alone would didate. 

All thoughts of a general confederacy againft the 

cardinal's adkniniftration were laid sdide; and 

, except from fome flight commotions, excited by 

ifae private rdentment of particular noblemen, 

the 
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ftooK the tranquillity of Caftile fuffered no int^rup* 
K^^^-'m^ tion. 

Thwarted ^ It was Hot oTiIy from the dppofition of the 
Fiemjih, Spaniih nobility that obftacles arofe to the exe- 
jnmiftcrs. ^^^q^ ^f ^^ carcUnaPs fchemes ; he had a con- 

ftant flruggle to maintain with the Flemiih mini- 
ftexs, who, prefuming upon their favour with 
the young king, aimed at direding the affairs of 
Spain, as well as thofe of their own country. 
Jealous of the great abilities and independent fpi-r 
rit of Ximenes, they confidered him ratho: as a? 
rival who might circumfcribe their power, than 
as a minifter, who by his prudence and vigour was. 
adding to the grandeur and authority of their- 
mafter. Every complaint againft his adminiiba* 
tion was liftened to with pleafure by the courtiers 
in the Low-Countries. Un|ieceffary obftruc- 
tions were thrown by their means in the way of 
all his meafures; and though they could not, 
either with decency or fafety, deprive hun of the 
office of regent, they endeavoured to leffen his 
authority by dividing it. They foon difcovered 
that Adrian of Utrecht, already joined with him 
in office, had neither genius nor fpirit fufficient 
to give the leaft check to his proceedings j and 
Aotaai- therefore Charles, by their advice, added to the 
WofreT*" commiffion of regency La Chau, a Flepiilh gen- 
tX\?' tleman, and afterwards Amerftorf, a nobleman 
of Holland; the former diftinguifhed for his 
addrefs, the latter for his firmnefs. Ximenes, 

though no ftranger to the jnalevoleot intention 

of 
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-6f itte Flemifti courtiers, received thrfe ne^ BCyoK 
^flbciates with all the external marks of diftinc- i,,m^lm^^ 
<ion due to the office with which they were in- 's*^ 
vetted; but when they came to enter upon bufi- 
nefs, he abated nothing of that air of fuperiority 
with which he hkd treated Adrian, and dill re- 
tained the fole direftion of affaire. The Spaniards^ ximenes re. 
more averfe, perhaps, than any other people, to rcal<»ot" 
the government of ftrangers, approved of all his *^**"* 
cflforts to preferve his own authority. Even the 
nobles, influenced by this national paffion, and 
forgetting their jealoufies and difcontents, chofe 
rather to fee th^ fupreme power in the hands of 
one of their countrymeiji, whom they feared, than 
in thofe of foreigners, whom they hated. 

XuHENES, though engaged in fuch great ^*J^l^^' 
fchemes of domeftic policy, and embarrafled by Nafanc. 
'the artifices and intrigues of the Flemiih minifUrs^ 
had the burden of two foreign wars to fupport. 
The one was ,in Navarre, which was invaded by 
its unfortunate toionarch, John d'Albret. The 
death of Ferdinand, the abfence of Charles, the 
difcord and difaffeftion wWch reigned among the 
Spamfh nobles, feemed to prefent him with a 
favourable opportunity of recovering his domif- 
nions* The cardinal's vigilance, however, de- 
feated a meafure So well concerted. As he fore- 
saw the danger to which that kingdom might be 
.expofed) one of his Hrfl: zOts of adminiftration 
was to order thither a confiderable body of troops. 
3¥|iile the king was OEnployed with one part of 

his 
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BOOR fci$anny in the fiege of St. Jean Ked e&Tor^ 

\_0-*ii^' ViUalva^ an officer of great experience and coun^^ 
f si^» attacked tht other by furprife, and cut it to pitees. 
The king: inftantly retreated with precipitation 
and an end was p\it to the war \ But ^ Navarre 
was filled at that tiQute with town$ and c^es 
ilightly fortified, aiid weakly garriloaed, wfaicb 
being unable ^to rcfift an enemy, ferved only to 
fumfh him with places of retreat j Ximeaes, . al- 
ways bold and decifive in his meafures, orde3re4 
every one of thefe to be difmantled, except Pam* 
peiuna, the fortifications of which he propofed tD 
render very ftrong. To this uncommon precau- 
tion Spain owes the poffeffion of Navarre. The 
French, fince that period, have often entered, and 
have as often over-run the open country ; while 
they \;^re expofed to aU the inisonveniences at- 
tending^ an invading army, the Spaniards haVie 
leafily drawn troops from the neighbouring pro- 
vinces to oppofe them ; and the French having no 
place of any ftrength to which they could retins^ 
have been obliged repeatedly to abandqn ther 
<:onquefl: with as much rapidity^ as they gaiw^ it* 


ftrtunate* 


His opera* The Other War which he carried oft in A&kZm 
A^kalef* againit the famous adventurer Horuc fiarbarol&y 
who, from a private corfair, raifed bimfelf by his 
•fingular valour and addrefs, to be king of Algiocs 
and Tusls, was far from being equally fuccefsful. 
The ill condud of the Spanifh genoral, and the 

f P* Mart, Ep. jycvr 

ralh 
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Talh valour t>f his troops, prefenied Barbarofik 
mth aa eafy viftory. Msmy perifhed in th^ 
battle, more in the retreat, and the remainder s5>^ 
retCLrned into Spain covered with infamy. The 
magnammity, however, with which the cardinal 
bore this diigrace, the only one he experienced 
dming his adrainiftration, added new luftre to 
his cfaara&er^ Great compofure of temper un« 
der a difappointment, was not expeded fircnn a 
man fo remarkable for* the eagemefs and tn^a- 
tieftce with which he urged on the execution of 
fill his fchemes. 

< 

Tms difafter was foon forgotten; while the Cormption 
conduft of the Flemiih court proved the caufe oE mi/h minil 
conftant uneafinefs, not only to the cardinal, but tiMiirfy'df 
to the whole Spanifh naticm. All the great chieticfc 
qualities of Chievres, the prime minifter and 
favourite of the young king, were fuUied with an 
ignoble and fordid avarice* The accefiion of his 
niafter to the crown of Spain, opened a new and 
copious fource for the gratification of diis paiEon. 
During the time of Charles's refidence in 
-Flandersj the whole tribe of pretenders to offices 
or to favour reforted thither. They foon dif* 
covered that, without the patronage of Chievrei, 
it was vain to hope for preferment; nor did th^ 
'want lagadty to imd out the proper method qf 
feeuring his protedion. Great fums of money 
fireit drawn out of Spain. Every thing was venaly 
* 

J Gosietius, lib* vi« p. 179. . « 

and 
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and difpofed of to the higheft bidder. After the 
example of Chievtes, the inferior Fleniifli mini- 
^5^^ fters engaged in this traffic, which became as 
general and avowed, as it was infamous *. The 
Spaniards were filled with rage when they beheld 
offices of great importance to the welfare of their 
comitry, fet to fale by ftrahgers, unconcerned for 
its honour or its happinefs. Ximenes, difinterefted 
in his whole adminiftration, and aftranger, from 
his native grandeur of mind, to the paflion of 
avarice, inveighed with- the utraoil boldnefs 
againfl the venality of the Flemings. He repre* 
fented to the king, in ftrong terms, the murmurs 
and indignation wKch their behaviour cxdted 
among a free and high-fpirited people, and be^ 
fought him to fet out without lofs of time for 
Spain, that, by his prefence, he might dHEpate 
thfe clouds which were gathering all over' the 
kingdom*. 

chartespcr. Charles was fullv feufible that he had de- 

fuaded by ' . 

Ximenes to laycd too long to take poffeffion of his dcmiuiions 
pain. .^ Spain. Powerful obftacles, however^ ftood 
in his way, and detained him in the Low-Coun- 
tries. The war which the league of Cambray 
•had kindled in Italy, ftill fubfiftfed ; though 
during its courfe, the armies of all the parties 
engaged in it had changed their deftinatibn and 
their objeflis. France was now in alliance with 
• Venice, which it had at -firft. combined to deftroy. 

• • Miniana, Contin. !• i. c. 2. ' • P. Mart, Ep. 576. 

Maximiliau 
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Maximilian and Ferdinand had for fome years 
carried pn hoftilities againft France, their orig;* 
nal allyj to the valouf of whofe troops the confede* *5»fi^ 
racy had been indebted in a great meafiire for its 
fuccefs4 Together with his kingdonls, Ferdinand 
tranfmitted this war to his grandfon; and there was 
reafon to expe& that Maximilian, al^^ays fond of 
new enterprizesy would perfuade the young mo« 
narch to enter into it with ardour. But the Fle- 
mings, who had long pofTeiTed an extenfive com^ 
mefce, which, during the league of Cambray, 
had grown to a great height upon the ruins of 
the Venetian trade, dreaded a rupture with 
France; and Chierres, fagacious to difcem the 
true intereft of his country^ and not warped on 
this occafion by his love of wealth, warmly de- 
clared for maintaining peace with the French 
nation* Francis L deiUtute of allies, and foli- 
citous to fecure. his late conquefts in Italy by a 
treaty, liilened with joy to the firft overtures of 
Accommodation. Chievres himfelf condufted the 
i^egociation in the name of Charles. GoufEer ap- 
peared as plenipotentiary for Francis. Each of 
them had prefided over the education of the prince 
whom he reprefented. They had both adopted 
the fame pacific fyftein ; and were equally per- 
fuaded that the union of the two monarchs was 
the happieft event for themfelves, as well as for 
dieir kingdoms. In fuch hands the negociation 
did not languifli. A few days after opening their p,^^^^^^^^ 
conferences at Noyon, they concluded a treaty of c'^^-^^ wiiii 
confederacy and n^utual defence between the two Aug. 13 
- Vol. U* E monarchs j '^*^- 
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monarchft^ the chief articles in which were^ thatt 
Frands ihould give ia marriage ta Charles his 
'^1^* ddeft daughter, the prinGeib Louife^ an infant of a 
year old, and as her dowry, ihould make over 
td him all his claims and j^eteniions upon the 
kingdoih of Naples; that, in confideration of 
Charles's bdng already in poffeffion of Naples, he 
ihould, until the accomj^ibment of the marriage, 
pay an hundred thoufand crowns a year to the 
French king; and the half of that fum annually, 
as long as the princels h^ no children ;, thar 
when Charles fliall arrive in Spain, the heirs of 
the king of Navarre may rejMrefent to him their 
' right to that kingdom; azul if, after examining 
their claim, he does iK)t give them iatisfadicm, 
Francis (hall be at liberty to af&ft them with all 
his forces ^. This alliance not only united Charl^ 
and Francis, but obHged Maximilian, who was 
unable alone to cope with the French and Vene* 
tians, to enter into a treaty with thofe powers, 
which put a final period to the bloody and tedious 
war that the league of Cambray had occafioned. 
Europe enjoyed a few years of univerfal tranquillity, ' 
and was indebted for that bleffing to two princes, 
whofe rivalfhip and ambition kept it in perpetual 
difcord and agitation during the remakider of 
their reigns. 

The Pic By the treaty of Noyon, Charles fecured a iafe 

SXrks'8* paffage into Spain. It was not, however, the 

▼ifltto 

iotereft 
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intereft' o£ his Flemifh minillars, that he fhould book 

I. 

vifit that kingdom foon. While he refided in ^^.^^»^ 
Flanders, the revenues of the Spanifh crown were '5'^* 
i^>ent there, and they engroiTed, without any 
coniptetitors, all the eflfefts of their monarch's 
gaierofity; their country became the feat of 
government, and all favours wqre difpenfed by 
them. Of all thefe advantages they run the 
xiique of feeing themfelves deprived, from the 
moment that their fovereign entered Spain. The 
Spaniards would naturally affume the diredlion 
of their own affairs; the Low-Countries would 
be confidered only as a province of that mighty 
monarchy; and they who now diftributed the 
favours of the prince to others, muft then be 
content to receive them from the hands of 
ft rangers. But what Chievres chiefly wifhed to Afraid of 
•avoid was, an interview between the king and *"^"' 
Ximenes. On tlie one hand, the wifdoni, the 
integrity, and the, magnanimity of that prelate, 
gave him a wonderful afcendant over the minds 
of men; and it was extremely probable, that 
thefe great qualities, added to the reverence due 
to his age and office, would command the refpeft 
of a young prince, who, capable of noble and 
generous fentiments himfelf, would, in propor- 
tion to his admiration of the cardinal's virtues, 
ieffen Jus deference towards perfons of another 
charafter. Or, on the other hand^ if Charles 
fliould allow his Flemifli favourites to retain all 
the influence over his councils which they at 

E 2 prefent 
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BOOK prefent poflefled, it was eafy to forefee that die 
;..,^*-,,^ cardinal would remonftrate loudly againft fuch an 
^5'^- indignity to the Spanifli nation, and vindicate the 
rights of his country with the fame intrepidity 
and fuccefs, with which he had afferted the pre- 
rogatives of the crown. For thefe reafons, all his 
Flemiffi counfellors combined to retard his de- 
parture; and Charles, unfufpicious, from want 
of experience, and fond of his native conntry, 
fufFered himfelf to be unneceflariiy detained in 
the Netherlands a whole year after figning the 
treaty of Noyon. 

1517. The repeated entreaties of Ximenes, the advice 

embarka for of his grandfather Maximilian, and the impatient 
^^**"* murmurs of his Spanifli fubjefts, prevailed on him 

at laft to embark. He was attended not only by 
Chievres, his prime minifler, but by a numerouf 
and fplendid train of the Flemifti nobles, fond 
of beholding the grandeur, or of fharing in the 
s«^^ '3- bounty of their prince. After a^ dangeiDus 
voyage, he landed at Villa, Viciofa in the pro- 
vince of Aflurias, and was received with fuch loud 
acclamations of joy, as a new monarch, whole 
arrival was fo ardently defired, had reafbn to 
exp^a. The Spanifli nobility reforted to their fo- 
vereign from all parts of the kingdom, and difplay- 
cd a magnificence which the Flemings were unable 
to emulate ^ 


f P. Mart. Ep. 599, 60U 
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X1MENES9 who confidered the prefence of the book 
king as the greateft Ueffing to his dominions, y^^^m^^ 
vw advancing towards the coaft, as fed as the in- Hi/FWiiiifc 
Hm ftate of his health would permit, in order nnniaen 
to r^eive jbim. During his regency, and not* to prevent 
withflandi^g bis fpiptreme old Age, he had abated, tuiT ^^'*'' 
Uk no degree, the* rigour or frequency of his ^*'''*'*^ 
mortifications; and to thefe he added fuch labo- 
rious aifiduity in bufinefs, as would have worn 
out the mofl; youthful and ^vigorous conilitution. 
Every day he employed feveral hours in devo- 
tion; he celebrated mafs in perfon; he even 
allotted fome fpace for ftudy. Notwithftanding 
thefe occupations, he regularly attended the coun- 
cil ; he received and read all papers prefented to 
l^im; he dictated letters and inflru^ons; and 
took under his infpe£don all bufinefs, civil, eccle- 
fiaftical, or military. Every moment of his time 
was filled up with fome ferious employment. 
The only amufement in which he indulged him* 
felf, by way of relaxation after bufinefs, was to 
canva&^ with a few friars and other divines^ fome 
intricate article in fcholaflic theology. Wafled 
Jby fuch a courfe of life, the infirmities of age 
4aily grew upon him. On his journey, a violent * 
diforder ieized him at Bos Equillos, attended 
with uncommon fymptoms; which his followers 
confidered as the eflFed of poifon **, but could not 
agree whether the crime ought to be imputed to 
the hatred of the Spanifh nobles, or to the malice 

^ Miniana, Contia. lib. i. c. 3. 

E3 ^ of 
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df the Flemifli courtiers. This accident obliging 
him to flop fhort, he wrote to Charles, and with 
rtiite^i his ufual boldnefs advifed him to difmifs all the 
ihgratitude ftrangers in his train, whofe numbers and credit 

to Xixneaes. ^' 

gave offence already to the Spaniards, and would 
ere long alienate the affections of the whole 
people. At the fame time he eameftly defired to 
^ have an interview with the king, that he might 
inform him of the ftate of the nation, and the 
temper of his fubjefts. To prevent this, not 
only the Flemings^ but the Spanifli grandees, 
employed all their addrefs, and induftrioufly kept 
Charles at a diftance from Aranda, the place to 
which the cardinal had removed. Through their 
fuggeftions, every meafure that he recommended 
was rejefted ; the utmoft care was taken to make 
hhti feel, and to point out to the whole nation, 
that his power was on the decline; even in things 
purely trivial, fuch a choice was always "made, as 
was deemed moft difagreeable to him. Ximenes 
did not bear this treatment with his ufual forti- 
tude of fpirit, Confcious of his own integrity 
and merit, he- expefted a more grateful return 
from a prince to whom he delivered a kingdom 
more flourifliing than it had' been in any former 
iige, together with authority more extenfive and 
better eftablilhed, than the moft illuftrious of his 
anceftors had ever poffeffed. He could not, 
therefore, on many occafions, refrain from giving 
vent to his indignation and . complaints* He la- 
mented the fate of his country, and foretold the 
calamities which it would fuffcr from the in- 

4 folence. 
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foltoce, the rapacioufnefs^ and ignorance of book 
ftrangers. While hi$ mind was agitated by thefe v^->^-^^ 
^affions^ he recaved a letter . from the king, in '^'^ 
whkfa, after a few cold and formal expref&ons of 
regard^ he was allowed to retire to his diocefe; 
that after a life of fuch continued labour, he 
might end his days in tranquillity. This mefls^e Hit death. 
proved fatal to Zimenes. His haughty mind^ it 
k probable, could not furvive difgrace; perhaps 
his generous heart could not ibear the profpeA 
of the misfortunes ready to fall on his country. 
Whichfoever of thefe opinions we embrace, cer- 
tain it is that he expired a few hours after read* ^^^' •• 
ing the letter'. The variety, the grandeur, and 
the fucceis c^ his fehemes, during a regency of 
only twenty months, leaVe it doubtful, whether 
his fagadty in council, his prudence in condud, 
or his boldnefs in execution, deferve the greateft 
praife. His rq)utation is fUU high in Spaia, 
not only £Dr wifdom, but for iandity ; and he is 
the only prime minifter mentioned in hiftory, 
-whom his contemporaries reverenced as a faint ^, 
and to whom the people under his government 
afcrSsed the power of working miracles. 

Soon after ihe death of Ximenes, Charles made 1519. 

his public entry, with great pomp, into Valla- ftvISi*^ 

dolid, whither he had fummoned the Cortes of *****"*• 
.Caftile. Though he- aflumed on all occafio^s 

* MarfcSlieri. Vk de Ximenes,^ p. 447. Gomcrius, lib. vii. 
p« 2069 &€• Baudier, Hift. de Ximen. ii. p. 208. 
f Flechier, Vic dc Ximen. 11. p. 746. 
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Bo^oK the name of king, that title had never been 
w.-vi>,^' acknowledged in the Cortes. The Slpaniards 
*5»*' confidering Joanna as poffeffed of the fole right 
to the crown, and no example of a fon's hairing 
enjoyed the title of king during the life of his 
parents occurring in their hiflory, the Cortes 
difcovered all that fcrupulous refpeft for ancient 
forms, and that averfion to innovation, which 
are confpicuous in popular a0emblies. The pre« 
fence, however, of their prince, the addrefs, the 
artifices, and the threats of his minifters, pre- 
Deciatt vailed on them at hH to proclaim him king, in 
Jung. conjun£tion with his mother, whofe name they 

appointed to be placed before that of her fon in 
all public a£b. But, when they made this con- 
ceilion, they declared, that if, at any future period, 
Joanna ihould recover the exerdfe of reafon, the 
whole authority fhould return into her hands. 
At the fame time, they voted a free gift of fix 
hundred thoufand ducats to be paid in three 
years, a fum more confiderable than had ever becQ 
granted to any former monarch K 

nireonteoe NOTWITHSTANDING this obfequioufocfs of the 

junt^fn!f'' Cortes to the will of the king, the mofl violent 

thecauTes fymptoms of diflktisfadion with his government 

began to break out in the kingdom. Chievres 

had acquired over the mind of the young monarch 

the afcendant not only of a tutor, but of a 

< Minxansy Contin. lib* i* c* 3* P. Mart* £p* 6o9. 

Saiidov.p. I a. 
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l^ardit. Charles feemed to hare no Jentunenti Booid 
but thofe which his minifter infpired'^ and fcasxdy <.— ,,j,»^ 
uttered a word but what he put into his mouth. ^^^^ 
He was conftantly furrounded by Flemings ; no 
perfon got accefs to him without their permiffion ; 
nor was any admitted to audience but in their 
prefence. As he fpoke the Spanifh language 
very imperfe&ly, his anfwers were always ex* 
tremely fliort, and often delivered with hefitation* 
From all thefe circumftances, many of the 
Spaniards were led to believe that he was a prince 
of a flow and narrow genius. Some pretended 
to difcover a ftrong refemblance between him and 
Jiis mother, and began' to whifper that his C9pa< 
city for government would never be far fuperior 
to hers ; and though they who had the belt oppor- 
tunity of judging concerning his charader, main- 
.tained, that notwithftanding fuch unprbmifing 
^.ppefiirances, he poflefled a large fund of know- 
ledge, as well as of fagacity^j yet all agreed 
in condemning his partiality towards the Fie* 
mings, and his attachment to his favourites, as 
unreafonable and immoderate. Unfortunately for 
Charles, thefe favourites were unworthy of his 
confidence. To amafs wealth feems to have been 
their only aim ; and as they had reafon to fear, 
that either their mailer's good fenfe, or the in- 
dignation of the Spaniards, might foon abridge 
their power, they haftened to improve the prefent 
. opportunity, and their avarice was the more ra* 

^SaodoTal, p^ji. /P.Mart. Ep. 6^5* 

padous. 
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|5aciouS) becciufe they expeded thdr authoritf to 
be of no long duration* All honours, offices, 
and benefices, were either engroffed by the Fle- 
mings, or publicly fold by them. Chievres, his 
wife, and Sauvage, whom Charles, on the death of 
Ximenes, had imprudently raifed to be chancellor 
of Caftile, vied with each other in all the refine- 
ments of extortion and veinality. Not only the 
Spanifh hiftorians, who, from refentment, mOf 
be fufpefted of exaggeration, but Peter Martyr 
Angleria, an Italian, who refided at that timi^ 
in the court of Spain, and who was under no 
temptation to deceive the perfons to whom his 
lette^rs are addreffed, give a defcription which 
is almoft incredible, of the infatiable and ihame- 
fefs covetcmfnefs of the Flemings. According to 
Angleria*s calculation, which he afferts to be 
extremely moderate, they remitted into the Low- 
Countrids, in the fpace of ten months, no lefs 
a fum than a million and ofne hundred thoufand 
ducats. The nomination of William de Croy, 
Chievres* nephew, a young man not of canoni- 
cal age, to the archbifltopric of Toledo, cxaf- 
perated the Spaniards more than all thefe ei- 
adKons. They confidered the elevation ofaftranger 
to the head of their church, and to the richeft 
benefice in the kingdom, not only as an injury, 
but as an infult to the whole nation ; both clergy 
and laity, the former from intereft, the latter 
from indignation, joined in ex:claiming againft it**. 

'Sandoval, 28 — 31. P. Mart. Ep. €d8. 6x1.' 613, 614. 
622> 623. 639. "Miniana, Contin. lib. i. c. 3. p. 8. 
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CftARLES leaving Caftile thiis <li%afted with Mi 
adminiftration, fet out ' for Saragoffa, the capital 
of Aragon, that he might be prcfent in the Cortes charSf^ 
of that kingdom. On his way thither, he took ^°^^*J^J^ 
leave of his brother Ferdinand, whom he fent Aiagon. 
-into Germany on the pretence of Trfitkig their 
grandiather, Maidmilian, in his old age. To this 
prudent precaution, Charles owed the ' •preferv- 
ation of his Spanilh dominicwis. During the vio- 
lent ■ comriiotions which arofe there foon after thi5 
period, the Spaniards would infellibly hav6 offered ^ 
the crown to a prince, who was the darling of the 
whole nation .; ndr did FeYdinafid want atnbitiou, 
or counfellors, that might have prompted him to 
accept of the offer ^. 

The Aragonefe had not hitherto acknowledged The Ango. 
Charles as king, nor would they allow the Cortes H^^raa^je 
to be affembled in his name, but in that* of the ^t^^ 
Juftiza, to whom, during an mter-regnum, this 
privilege belonged*. The oppofition Charles 
had to ftruggle with in the Cortes of "Aragon^ 
was more violent and obftinate than . that which 
he had overcome in Caftile ; after long delays, 
howevel-, and with much difficulty, he perfuaded 
the members to confer on him the title of king, 
•in conjunfHon with his motfier. At the fame 
time he bound himfelf by that folemn oath, which 
the Aragonefe exafted of their kings, never 

' P. Martyr, Ep. 619. Fcrrera*, viii. 460. 
f P. Martyr, Ep. 605. 

to 
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POOK to violate any of their rights or Ubeitie3. When 


^ a donative was demanded, the members were iHil 
»5»*» more intradkable; many months elapfed before 
they would agree to grant Charles two hundred 
thoufand ducats^ and that fum they appropriated 
fo ftriaiy for paying debts of the crown, which 
had long been forgotten, that a very fmall part 
of it came ^ito the king's hands. What had hap« 
pened in Caftile taught them cauuon, and deter<- 
tnined them rather to fatisfy the claims of their 
fellow-citizens, how obfolete foever, than to fur- 
niih flrangers the means of enriching themfelves 
with the-fpoils of their country ". 

IKjring thefe proceedings of the Cortes, am- 
baiTadors arrived at Saragofla from Francis L 
and the young king of Nayarre, demanding the 
reftitution of that kingdom iii terms of the trea^ 
of Noyon, But neither Charles, nor the Cafti* 
lian nobles whom he confulted on this ocpaiioi), 
difcovered any inclination to part with this acqui* 
fition. A conference held foon. after at Montpe? 
Ker, in order to bring this matter t6 an amicable 
iffue, was altogether fruitlefs; while the French 
urged the injuftice of the ufurpation, the Spaniards 
'were attentive only to its importance". 


15*9. 


From Aragon Charles proceeded to Catalonia, 
where he wafted as much time, encountered more 

■* P. Martyr, Ep. 615 — 634. 
f P, Martyr, Ep. 605. 633. 640. 
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difficulties, and gained lefs money. The Fle- 
ming were now become fo odious in cvely pro- 
vince of Spain by dieir exadions, that the defire 'S^^* 
of mortifying them, and of d^ppointing their 
avarice, augmented the jealoufy with which a free 
people ufually conduit their deliberations. 

Thi Caftilians, who had felt moft fenfibly the 9^^*J^ 
weight and rigour of the opprdfive fchemes c«fti<>Mis 
carried on by the Flemings, refolved no longer F^iHuai 
to fubmit with a tamenefs fatal to themfelves, "**^"^ 
and which rendered them the objeds of fcom 
to their fellow-fubje£b in the other kingdoms, of 
which the Spaniih monarchy was compofed. Sego« 
via, Toledo, Seville, and feveral other cities of the 
firft rank, entered into a confederacy for the defence 
of thdr rights and privileges ; and notwithftand* 
ing the filence of the nobility, who, on this 
occaiion, difcovered neither the public fpirit, 
nor the refoludon, which became their older, the 
confederates laid before the king a full view of 
the ftate of the kingdom, and of the mal-admi- 
niftration of his favourites. The preferment of 
ftrangers, the exportation of the current coin, 
the increafe of taxes, were the grievances of 
which they chiefly complained; and of thcfe 
they demanded redrefs with that boldnefs which 
is natutal to a free people. Thcfe remonftrances, 
prefented at firft at Saragofla, and renewed after* 
wards at Barcelona, Charles treated with great 
ziegle^. The confederacy, however, of thefc 
cities, at this junfture, was the beginning of that 

I famous 
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^\^^ £mpm unioD ?mmg the o^mm^m^ oJF Caftild, 
^— ^v""^ which not long after threw the klHgdom into 
'^'^' foch viofcnt convuIftoiM aa (hook tti4 throne^ and 
^IinQit overturned th^ conftitutipn^ 

Death ofthe SooN iitcr Charles*s arrival at B^rcelpna, he 
Mawmi. received the account of an event which interefted 
jaaoary la. biiU Iftuch Hiore than the murmurs of the Cafti- 
liansy or the fcrupks of the Cortes of Catatonia* 
This was the death of the emperor Maximilian ; 
^ occurrence of fmall importance in itfelf, for 
he w^s . a priace oonfpicuous neither for his vir- 
tueai »Qr his power, ipior his abilities; but ren* 
dered by its confequences more memorable than 
wj that had happened during feveral ages. It 
Jbroke that profound and univerfal peace which 
then rdgncd in the Chriftian world-, it excited 
It rivalftiip between two princes^ which threw all 
Jlurope into agitation, and kindled wars more 
geiieral, and of longer duration, than had hitherto 
been known in modern times. 

The revolutions occafioned by* the expedition 
of the French king, Charles VIII. into Italy, had 
infpired the Eur<5pean princes with new ideas 
concerning the importance of the Imperial dig- 
nity. The claims of the empire upon fome of 
0ie Italian ftates were numerous ; its jurifdiftion 
ofver others was ektenfive ; and though the for- 
mer had been almoft abandoned, and the latter 

feldom exercifed, under princes of flender abi- 

• 

• P. Martyr, Ep. 630. Ferreras, viii. 464. 
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Kdes and of little inflaence, it vas obvious, that ^oq)^ 
in the hands of* an emperor poflefled of power or ^— -v-^*j 
of genius, they might be employed as engines for '^'^ 
ftretching his domibioo over the greaiter part 
of that country. Even HaximiliaB, feeble and 
unfteady ^ his condud always was, had availed 
himfelf of the infinite pretenfions of the empire, 
and had reaped advantage frcMpi every war ainl 
every negociation in Italy during his reign, Thefe 
confiderations, addsed to the dignity of the ftatlon^ 
confefledly the firil among Chriftiati princes,' and- 
to the rights inhetent in the office, which, if ex- 
ited with vigour, were for £rom being inconfi- 
derable, rendered the Imperial crown more than 
ever an o\^c& of ambition* 

Not lomr before his death, Maximilian had Muctmiiin 

had endel 

di&overed great folicitude to preferve this dig- Toured to* 
nity in the Auilrian family, and to procure the J^^rilt* 
king of Spain to be chofen his fucceflbr. But *J^^^*''* 
he him&lf having never beea crowned by the 
pope, a ceremony deemed eifential in that age, 
was confidered only as emperor ele^p Though 
luftorians have not attended to that diftin&iony 
neither the Italian nor German chancery beftowed 
any other ti^ upon him than thaf of king of 
the Romans; and na example occurring in hif- 
tory of any perfon's being chofen a fucceffor fo 
a king of the Romians, the Germans, allvays 
tenacious of their forms, and unwilling to confer* 
upon Charles an office for which their conftitu-' 
' tion 
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BOOK don knew no name, obftinately refufed to gratify 

y^i,^'''^^ Maximilian in that point ^. 
1519. 

Charieiand By Ws death, this difficulty i«ras at once re- 
ccm^tort ^oved, and Charles openly afpired to that dig- 
ibrtbeem. nity which his grandfather had attempted, \wth- 
out fuccefs, to fecurc for him. At the fame 
time, Francis L a powerful rival, entered the 
lifts againft him ; and the attention of all Europe 
was fixed upon this competition, no lefs illuftri- 
ous from the high rank of the candidates, than 
from the importance of the prize for which they 
contended. Each of them urged his pretenfions 
with fanguine expefbitions, and with no unpro- 
Fretenfiona, mifing profpcft of fuccefs. Charles confidered 
w ciu^iM. the Imperial crown as belonging to him of right, 
irom its long continuance in die Auilrian line; 
he kne>^ that none of the German princes pof« 
feifed power or influence enough to appear as his 
antagonift; he flattered himfelf, that no confix 
deration would induce the natives of Germany 
to exalt any foreign prince to a dignity, which 
during fo many ages had been deemed peculiar 
to their own nation ; and leaft of all, that they 
would confer this honour upon Francis I. the 
fovereign of a people whofe genius, and laws, 
and manners, differed fo widely from thofe of 

' Guicciardini* lib* xiii. p, 15* Hift. Gener, d'AUeni^^ 
par P» Barrc, torn. viii. part i. p. 1087. P. Heuter. Her, 
Auftr. lib. vii. c. 17^ 179^ lib, viii. c. 2. p. 183,. 

the 
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Germans^ that it was hardly poffible to efta* 
bliih any cordial union between diem ; he trufted 
not a little to the effeft of Maximilian's negocia- »s»9- 
donsy which, though they did not attain their 
end, had prepared the minds of the Germans for 
his elevation to the Imperial throne } but what 
he relied pn as a chief recommendation, was the 
fortunate iituation of his hereditary dominions in 
Germany, which ferved as a natural barrier 
to the empire againfl the encroachments of tne 
Turkifli power. The conquefts, the abilities, and 
the ambition of Sultan Selim II. had fpread 
over Europe, at that time, a general aad well- 
founded alarm. By his vidories over the Ma<* 
malukes, and the extirpation of that gallant body ($ 
of men, he had not only added Egypt and Syria 
to his empire, but had fecured to it fuch a degree 
of internal tranquillity, that he was ready*to turn 
againft Chriilendom the whole force of his arms, 
which nothing hitherto had been able toreiift* 
The molt effe6hiat expedient for {topping die 
progrefs of this torrent, feemefd to be the eledion « 
of an emperor, pofieifed of exteniive territories 
in that country, where, its firft impreffion would 
be felt, and who, befides, could combat - this 
formidable enemy with all the forces of a power* 
ful monarchy, and with all the wealth fumiflied 
by the mines of the new world, or the commerce 
of the Low-Countries. Thefe were the argu- 
ments by whicl^ Charles publicly fupported his 
claim ; and to men of integrity and refle£tibn^ 
they appeared to be not only plaufible but con- 
VoL. XL F • vincing. 
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vincing. He did not, however, truft the fuc- 
cefs of his caufe to thefe alone. Great films of 
*5'9' money were remitted from Spain; all the refine- 
ments and artifice of negotiation were employed ; 
and a confiderable body of troops, kept on foot, 
at that time, by the ftates of the Circle of Suabia, 
was fecretly taken into his pay. The venal were 
gained by prefents j the objeftions of the more 
fcrupulous were anfwered or eluded ; fome feeble 
J>rinces were threatened and over-awed**. 

Of France. Qn thc Other hand, Francis fupported his claim 
with equal eagemefs, and no lefs confidence of 
its being well founded. His emiffaries contended 
that it was now high time to convince the 
princes of the houfe of Auftria that the Imperial 
crown was eleftive, and not hereditary ; that other 
perfons might afpire to an honour which their ar- 
rogance had accuftomed them to regard as the 
property of their family j that it required a fove- 
reign of mature judgment, and of approved ai)Sli- 
* ties, to hold the rems of government in a country 
where fuch unknown' opinions concerning reli- 
gicfn had been publiflied, as had thrown the minds 
of men into an uncommon agitation, which 
threatened the moft violent effefts ; that a youlig 
prince, without experience, s[nd who had hither- 
to given no fpecimens of his genius for command^ 
was no fit match for Selim, a monarch grovm 

^ Oincc. lib. xiii. 159. Sleidan, Kill, of the Refonnat. 14* 
Struvii Corp* Hift. Oerman, ii. 071. Not. 20. 
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fold in the art of war, and in the courfe of vi9:ory ; 
whereas a king, who in his early youth had tri- 
timphed over the valour and difcipline of the Swifs, '5»9- 
till then reckoned invincible, woilld be an an- 
tagonift not unworthy the Conqueror of the Eaft ; 
that the fire and impetuofity of the French ca- 
valry, added to the difcipline and {liability of thie 
German infantry, would form an anny fo irre- 
iiftible, that,, inftead of waiting the approach of 
the Ottoman forces, it might carry hoftilities into 
the heart of their dominions; that the elediori 
of Charles would be inco^ftent with a funda- 
mental conflitution, by wrach the perfon who 
holds the crown of Naples is excluded from 
afpiring to the Imperial dignity ; that his elevation ' 
to that honour would foon kindle a war in 
Italy, on account of his pretenfions to ^ht dutchy 
of Milan, the effedts of which could not fail of 
reaching the empire, and might prove fatal to it \ 
But while the French ambafTadors enlarged upoii 
thefe and other topics of the fame kind, in all 
the courts of Germany, Frafhcis, fenfibje of the 
prejudices entertained againft him as a foreigner, 
unacquainted with . the German language or man- 
ners, endeavoured to overcome thefe, and to 
gain the favour of the princes by immcnfe gifts, 
and by infinite promifes. As the expeditious 
method of tranfmitting moiiey," and the decent 
mode of conveying a bribe, by bills of exchange, 

' Guicc. lib. xm. 160. Sleid. p. 16. Geor« Sabmi de Ele£i« 
Car. v.. Hifto^a^ttd Sdftrdii Script. Rer. Gcnnan. toI. ii. p. 4. 
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were/ then littl^known, the French ambafladott 
traveled with a train of horfes loaded with trca- 
fure, an equipage not very honourable for that 
prince by whom they were employed, and infamous 
for thofc to whom they were fent*. 


Vi«w8 and 
intereft of 
ochor ftaie^. 


The other European princes could not remain 
indifferent fpeftators of a conteft, the decifion of 
which fo nearly affefted every one of them. Their 
common interell ought naturally to have formed a 
general combination, in order to difappoint both 
competitors, and to prevent either of them from 
obtaining fuch a jJe-eminence in power and 
dignity, as might prove dangerous to the liberties 
of Europe. But the ideas with refpe^l to a proper 
diftribution and baliance of power were fo lately in- 
troduced iqto the fyftem of European policy, that 
they ^efe not hitherto objefts of fufficient atten- 
tion. The paflions of fome princes, the want of 
Forefight in Others, and the fear of giving offence to 
the candidates, hindered fuch a falutary union qf 
the powers of Eurppr, .and rendered them either 
totally negligent of the public fafety, or kept them 
from exerting themfelves with vigour in its be- 
half. 


OftbcSwifs. The Swifs Cantons, though they dreaded the 
elevation of either of the contending monarchs, 
and though 'they wiflied to have feeu fome prince 
whofe dominions were' lefs extenfive, and whofe 


' Mcmoires dc Marech. de Flcurangy, p. 296. 
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power- v^ more moderate, featA on the Im^ boqk 

penal throne, were prompted, however, by ..their ^_^^'-,_r 
hatred of the French nation j to give an open '5'^ 
preference to the pretenfions of Charles, white 
they ufed their utmoft influence to fruftrate thofe of 
Francis*, 

The Venetians eafily difcemed, that it was the* Of tbe ve. 
injiereft of their republic to have both the rivals* 
fet afide ; but their jealoufy of the houfe of Au- 
ftria, whofe ambition and neighbourhood had been "^ 

fatal to their grandeur, would not permit them to 
aft upJ:o their own ideas, and led them haftily to 
give the fanftion ,of their approbation to the claim 
of the French king. 

It was equally th^ intereft, and more in the or Hemy 
power of Henry VIIL of finglaqd, to prevent * 
either Frances or Charles from acquiring a dig- . 
nity which would raife them fo far above other 
monarchs. But though Henry often boaffed, 
that he held the balance of ^Europe in his hand, 
he had neither the fteady attention, the accurate 
difcemment, nor the difpaSionate temper which 
that delicate funftion required. On this occafioh 
it mortified his vanity fo much, to think that he 
had not entered early into that noble competition 
which refleftcd fuch honbur upon the two anta- 
gonifts, that he took a refolution of fendiAg an am- 
bafTador into Germany, and of declaring himfelf a 

' ^ * Sabinus, p. 6, 
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Bpio^. CSk^^date ibr the Imperial throiie. The am- 
wi^^X^ baffador, though loaded with careffes by the Ger* 
'.^'^. man priaces and the pope's nuncio, informed his 
mafter, that he could hope for no fuccefs in 
a claim which he had been fo late in preferring. 
.Hairy, imputing his difappointment to that cir- 
cumftancc alone, and foothed with this oftenta- 
tious difplay of his own importance, feenis to have 
taken no farther part in the matter, either by con- 
tributing to tiiwart both his rivals, or to promote 
If one oiiF them ^ 

t ' i 

Of Leo X. Leo X. a pontiff" no lefs renowned for Hs po- 
litical abilities, than for his love of the arts, was 
the only prince of the age who ohferved the mo: 
lions of the two contending monarchs with a 
prud?nt attention, or who difcovered a proper 
fQlicitu^e for the public fafety. The Imperial 
* and papal jurifdiftion interfered in fo many in- 
ilancjes, the complaints 'of iifurpation were fo 
' aumerqus on both fides, and the territories of the 
^urch ow;ed their fecurity fo little to' their own 
jForce, and io much to the weaknefs of the powers 
;around them, that nothing was fo formidable io 
,thc court of Rome as an emperor with exten- 
five dominions^ or of euterpriziiig genius. Leo 
^trembled at the profpefl: of behol^ng the Im- 
.perial^ cmyn placed on the head of the king of 
.gpai?i and of /Naples, and the mfifter of the new 

"* Memoirts dc Flcuraiiges, 314, Herbert, Hift. of Henry 
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world ; nor was he lef$ ^raid of feeing a king of b 9 o k 
Frsoice, who wa? duke of Milan and lord of ^..^l^m^ 
Cenoa, exalted to that dignity. He foretold, 'i^*-. 
that the eleftion of either of them would be fatal, 
to the independence of the holy fee, to the peace 
of Italy, ^nd perhaps to the liberties of Eurcye. 
But to oppofe them with any profpeft of fuccefs,, 
required «^ddrefs and caution in proportion to the 
greatnefs of their power, and their opportunities 
of taking revenge. Leo was defeftive in neither. 
He fecretly exhorted the German princes to place 
one of their own number on the Imperial throng, 
which many of them were capable of filling with 
honour. He put them in mind of the conftitu- 
tion by which the kings of Naples were for ever 
excluded from that dignity*. He warmly ex* 
horted the French king to perfift in his claim, 
not from any defire that he fliould gain his end, 
but as he forefaw that the Germans would he 
more difpofed to favoi^ the Iqng of Spain, he 
hoped that Francis himfelf, when he difcovered 
his own cl^nce of fuccefs to be defperate, would 
be ftimulated by refentment and the fpirit of . 
rivallhip, to concur vith all his intereft in raifmg 
fbme third peripn to the head of the empire ; or, 
on the other h^nd, if Francis ihould make an 
Qp^^e£led progrefs, he did not doubt but that 
ICharle$ would be induced by fimilar motives to 
aft the fame part ; and thus, . by a prudent atten- 

* Goldafti Conilitutioncg Ijnperiak?. Francof. 1673. vol. i, 

439- 
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^'/-m^ be io dexterpufly managed, zt to difappoinjt both. 
*5'9* But this fcheme, the only one which a prince 
in Leo's fituation could adopt, though concerted 
with great wifdom, was executed with little dif- 
creton. The French ambaffadors in Germany 
fed their mafter with vain hopes ; the pope's nun- 
* cio, being gained, by them, altogether forgot the 
inftruftions which he had received ; and Francis 
perfevered fo long and with fuch obflinacy in ur- 
ging his own pretenfions, as rendered all Leo's mea- 
fures abortive ^. 


The diet 
aiTembles, 
Juue J 7 th. 


Such were the hopes of the candidates, and 
the views of the different princes, when the diet 
' was opened according to form at Frankfort. The 
right of chuling an emperor had long been veiled 
in feven great princes, diftinguilhed by the name 
of Eledors, the origin gf whofe office, as well as 
the nature and extent St their powers, have al* 
ready been explained. Thefe were, at that tim^, 
Albert of Brandenburgh, archbifhop of Mentz; 
Herman count de Wied, archbifhop of Cologne; 
Richard de GreiflFenklau, archbifhop of Triers ; 
Lewis, king of Bohemia; Lewis, cotmt palatine 
of the Rhine ; Frederic, duke of Saxony ; and 
vicvwofthc Joachim - L marquis of Brandenburgh. ^^' 
withftanding the artful arguments produced b^r 
the ambaffadors of the two^ kings in favour of their 
rcfpeflive maflers, and in Jpite of all tijeir foli- • 
citations, intrigues, and prefents, the eleftors did 


Bi^ors. 
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not forget that maxim on which the liberty pf b«ok 
the German conllitution was thought to be founded* ^-i-^/— ^ 
Among the members of the Germanic body, which '^''' 
L. is a great republic compofed of ftates almoft in- 
dependent^ the firft principle of patriotifm is to 
deprefs and limit the power of the emperor ; and 
of this idea, fo natural under fuch a form of go- 
vernment, a German politician feldom lofes fight. 
No prince of ' confiderable power, or extenfive 
dominions*, had for fome ages been r^fed to the 
Imperial throne. To this prudent precautioa 
many of the great families in Germany owed 
the fplendour and independence which they had. 
acquired during that period. To ekft either 
of the contending monarchs would have been 
a grofs violation of that falutary maxim ; w;ould 
have" given to the empire a mafter, inftead of 
an head; and would have reduced themfelves 
from the rank of beiii^ almoft his equals, to the 
ifcndition of his fubjefts."" 

Full of thefe ideas, all the eleftors tuVned their fl^J^i 
eyes towards Frederic, duke of Saxony, a prince *'•*'" }*" 
of fuch eminent virtue and abilities, as to b^ snooy, 
diftinguifhed by the name of the Sage^ and with 
one voice they offered him the Imperial crown, 
^e was' not dazzled with that objed, which , 
xnonarchs, fo far fuperior to him in power, courted 
with fuch eagernefs ; and after deliberating upon 
the uiatter a fliort time, he rejeded it with a whorejeAi 
magnanimity and difintereftednefs no lefs fingular *^ 
than admirable. " Nothing,'* he obferved^ " could 

4 be 
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BO^aK ^e more impolitic, than jui obftinate ^tdhcEence 

w-^v-"^ to a maxim which, though found and juft in many 

'^'^' cafes, was not applicable to all. In tiriiea of traiv 

quillity, faid he, we wifli for an emperor who has i 
not power to invade our liberties ; times of danger f^ 
. demand one who is able to fecure our fafcty. j 
The Turkifh armies, led by a gallant and vie- 
, torious monarch, are now affembling. They arc 
i^eady to pour in upon Germany with a violence 
unknown in former ages. New conjundures call 
for new ex^dients. The Imperial fceptre mufi; 
be committed to fome hand more powerful 
than mine, or that of any other Germ^m prince* 
We poffefs neither dominions, nor revenues, nor 
authority, which enable us to encounter fuch 
a formidable enemy. Recqurfe muft be had in 
this exigency to one of the rival monarchs, fach 
of them can bring into the field forces fufficient 
for our defence. But as the king of Spain is 
^ of German extraction; as he is a member anjj 

prince of the empire by the territories which 
defcend to him from his grandfather; as Jijs ^ 
dominions ftretch along that frontier which lies 
moft expofed to the enemy; his claim }s pre- 
ferable, in my opinion, to that of a 'ftranger to 
our language, to our blood, and to our country ; 
and therefore I give my vote to confer on him the 
Imperial crown." 

^ This opinion, dictated by fuch imcommon 

generofity, and fuppprted by arguments fo plau- 
Cble, nia4e a deep impreffion on the eleftors. 
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The kixig of Spain's ambafladors, fenfihle of the ® ^^ ^ 
important lervice >vhich Frederic had done their ^'^ ^ '^^- 
majfler, fent him a confiderable fum of money, "^'^ 
as the firfl token of that prince's gratitude. But »^^ refuia 
he who had greatnefs of mind to • refiife a crown, from**""*"* 
difdained to receive a bribe; and, upon their Jj^J^JSirt. 
entreating that at lead be would permit them to 
diflribute part of that fum among his attendants, 
he replied. That he could not prevent them ffbut 
accepting what fhould be joffered, bi^t whoever^ 
took a fmgle florin fliould be difmifled next 
morning from his fervice ^ 


No prince * in Germany could now afpire to a ^"'^f ^- 
dignity which Frederic had declined, for rea- of the eke 
fons applicable to them all. It reimained to **^'** 

■ P. 'Daniel, an hiftorian of confiderable nrme, feems to 
caD in queftion the truth of this account of Frederic's be- 
haviour in refufing the Imperial crcwn, becauDe it is not 
mentioned by Georgius Sabinus in his Hiilory of the £lec* 
tion and Coronation of Charles V, torn. iii. p. 6^. But no 
great ftrefs ought to be laid on an omi^fion in a fuperficial 
author, whofe treatife, though dignified with the name of • 
Hiftory-, contains only fuch an account of the ceremonial of ^ 

Charles's ele£Uon, as is ufually publiihed in Germany on liJLe 
occafions. Scardh Rer. Germ. Script, vol. ii. p. i . The tefti- 
mony of Erafmus, lib. xiii. epift. 4. and that of Sleidan, p. i8. 
are exprefs. Seck^ndorf, in his Commcntarius Hiftoricus & 
Apologeticus de Lutheranifmo, p. 121. has examined this 
fa&. with his ufual induftry, and has eilabliihed its truth by 
the moil, undoubted evidence. To thefe teflimonies which he 
has collefted, I may add the decifive one of cardinal Caje- 
tan, the pope's legate at -Frankfort, in his letter, Jmy 5th, 
15 19. Epiftres ?iu jPrinces, Sec, recueill^spar Rufcelli, tradui£ls 
par 'Belforeft, Par. 1572. p. 6o. 

make 
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make a choice between the two great compel 
titors. But befidcs the prejudice in Charles's 
favour, arifing from his birth, as well as the 
fituation of his German dominions, he owed not 
a little to the abilities of the cardinal de Gurk, 
and the zeal of Erard de la Mark, bifliop of Liege, 
t^vo of his ambaffadors, who had condutled their 
ncTOciations with more prudence and addrefs 
than thofe entrufted by the* French king. The 
former, who had long been the minlfter and fa? 
vourite of Maximilian, was well acquainted with 
the art of managing the Germans ; and the latter, 
having been difappointed of a cardinal's hat by 
Francis, employed all the malicious ingenuity 
with which the defire of revenge infpires an 
ambitious mind, in thwarting the meafures of 
that monarch. The Spanilh party among the 
eleftors daily gained groiind ; and even the pope's 
nunciS, being convinced that it was vain to 
make any farther oppofition, endeavoured to acr 
quire fome merit with the future emperor, by | 
. offering voluntarily, in the name of his matter, a 
difpenfation to hold the Irpperia} crown in con? 
jundion with that of Naples '. 

Ok the twenty-eighth of June, five months 
and ten days after the death, of Maximilian, this 
important conteft, which had held all Europe 
in fufpenfe, was decided. Six of the. eleftors 

• Freheri Rcr. Gennan. Scriptorcs, vol. iii. 172. cur. StrwTU 
Argent. 1 7 1 7. Gianone Hift. of Naples, ii. j.084 
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had already declared for the king of Spain ; and 

the archbifliop of Triers, the only firm adherent 

to the French intereft, having at laft joined his Thcy'fhufc 

brethren, Charles was, by the unanimous voice E^'"*°*" 

of the eledoral college, raifed to the Imperial 

throne **. 

I 

But though the eleftors confented, from vJ 
nous motives, to promote Charles to that hi^h 
(lation, they difcovered at the fame time great 
jealoufy of his extraordinary power, and endea- They ai« 
voured, with the utmoft folicitude, to provide fiv«ofhit 
againft his encroaching on the privileges of the SkTJie.'* 
Germanic body. It had long been the cuftom ^^'^^ 
to demand of every new emperor a confirma- 
tion of thefe privileges, and to require a promife 
that he never would violate them in any inftance. 
While princes, who were formidably neither from 
extent of territory, nor of genius, poffeffed the 
Imperial throne, a general and verb^al' engage, 
inent to this purpofe was deemed fufficient fe- 
curity. But under' an emperor fo powerful as 
Charles, other precautions feemed neceflary. A 
Capitulation or claim of right was formed, in 
which the privileges and immunities of the eleftors, • 
of the princes of the empire, of the cities, and of 
every other . member of the Germanic body, rare 
enunierated- This capitulation was immediately 
figned by Charles's^mbaffadors in the name of 

* Jac, Aug. Thuan. Hift. fui Temporis, edit. Bulkley^. 
lib. i. c« 9* 

♦ their 
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B o o 1^ their mafter, aridihe himfelf, at Hi^ corohatidii, coH- 
^^^',r-^ firmed it in the moH folcmn manner. Since that 
'^'^* period, the eleftors have continued to prefcribe the 
fame conditions to all his fucceffors ; and the capi- 
tulation, or mutual contf aft between the emperor 
and his fubjefts, is confidered in Germany as a 
|krong barrier againft the progrefs of the Imperial 
e ^ power, and as the great charter of their liberties, 
to which they often appeal *". 


Tht ctec- The important intelligence of his eleftiori was 
fiedto * conveyed in nine days from Frankfort to Bar- 
cbatiei. celona, where Gharles was flill detained by the 
obftinacy of the Catalonian^ Cortes, which had 
hot hitherto brought to an iffue any of the affairs 
which came before it. He received the accounf 
Ivkh the joy natural to a young and afpiring mind, 
on an acceffidh of power and dignity which raifed 
him fo far above the other princes of Europe. 
Then it was that thofe vaft profpeds, which 
allured him during his whole adminiftration, be- 
gan to 6pen, and from this aera we may date the 
formation, and are able to trace the gradfial pro- 
gref$, of a grands fyftem of enterprizing ambition, 
which renders the hiftory of his reign fo worthy 

of attention. 

■ * • • 

* 

jtfcfTea A TRIVIAL circuiTiftsUice firfl: dUcovered the 

*^^*''"* effefts of this great elevation upon the mind of 

« 

• PfefFel Abreg6 de PHift. de Droit Publique d*AlIemagnc* 
590* Limnei Capitulat. Imjpr* Epiftres desi Princes par Ru*' 
c'elliy p* 6o« 

Charto. 



Charles. In all Qie public wAs ti^hkh f^ now 
iflued as king of Spain; he affumed the title. of 
Maje/iyj and required, it from his fubjeds ^ a 
Inark of their refpeft. Before that time, all the 
monarchs of Europe were fatisfied with the ap- 
pellation of Highnefs^ or Grace ; but the vanity of 
other courts foon led them to imitate the example 
of the Spanifli. The epithet of Majefty is no ^ 
longer a mark of pre-eminence. The moft incon* 
fiderable monarchs in Europe enjoy it, -and the ar« 
rogance of the greater potentates has invented no 
higher denomination '• 

The Spaniards were far from viewing tfie '^^^ 
promotion of their king to the Imperial throne ^' fi«i 

o * wiih chii 

with the fame fatisfadion which he '. himfelf felt, evcau 
To be deprived of the prefence of their fove« 
reign, and to be fubjeded to th^ govenuaent 
of a viceroy and his council, a fpecies of zixxi^ 
niftration often oppreiEve and always difagree^ 
able, were the immediate and neceflary confe^- 
quences of this new dignity. To fee the blood 
of their countrymen fhed in quarrel^ wherein the 
nation had no concern: to behold its treafures 
wafted in fupporting the fplendour of a foreign 
title ; to be plunged in the chaos of Italian and 
Gettnan politics, were effeds^of this event almoft 
as unavoidable. From all thefe confiderations^ 
they concluded, that nothing could have hap'^ 

* Minkn« Contiii. Mar. p. 13. Fcrreraa, Tiii, 475. 
Memoires Hift. de la HoufTaie^ torn. L p. 53, &c. . ^ 
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^^j^^ pened mere t>er4cious to the-Spanifh nation j 
and the fortitude and public fpirit of their an- 
ce^rs, who, in the Cortes' of Caftile, prohibited 
Alpnonfo the Wife from leaving the kingdom, 
in order to receive the Imperial crown, were 
often mentioned with the higheft praife, and pro- 
nounced to be extremely worthy of imitation at 
this juncture \ 


But Charles, without regarding the fentiments 
or murmurs of bis Spanilh fubje&s, accepted of 
the Imperial dignity which the count palatine, 
at the head of a folemn embaffy, offered him in 
tfie name of the eledors j and declared his inten- 
tion of letting out foon for Germany, in order to 
take pofleffion of it. This was the more neceffary, 
becaufe, according to the forms. of the German 
conftitution, he could not, before the ceremony 
of a public coronation, e^^ercife any ad of jurif- 
diftion or authority ^ 


Nc^cir.kef 


Tbeif djf. 
contend in- 
creafcs. 


- Their certain knowledge of this refolution 
augmented fa much the difguft of the Spaniards, 
that a fullen and refraftory Ipirit prevailed among 
perfons of all' ranks. The pope having granted 
the king the tenths of air ecclefiaftical benefices 
in Caftile, io affift him in carrying on war with 
greater vigour againft the Turks, a convocation 
of the clergy unanimqufly refufed to levy that 


' 4Sandoval, i. p. 32. Minianse. Contin. p- 14* 
* Sabinus, P. Barre, viii. 1085. 


fum, 


EMPEROR CHARLES V. St 

ium, upon pretence that it ought never to be book 
exaded but at thofe times when Ghriflendom y.^^^^-^m^ 
V(f2S aSually mvaded by the Infidels ; and though '^''* 
Leo, m order to fupport his authority, laid the 
kingdom under an interdi&, fo little regard was 
paid to a cenfure which was luiiverfaliy deemed 
unjufl, that Charles himfelf applied to have it 
taken off. Thus the Spanifh clergy, befides their 
merit in oppofing the ufurpations of the pope^ " 

and difrcgarding the influence of the crown, 
gained the exemption which they had claimed ^. 

The commotions which arofe in the kingdom An inf»r. 
or Valencia, annexed to the crown of Aragon, vaicucia. 
were more formidable, and produced more dan- 
gerous and lading effeds. A feditious monk, 
having by his fermons excited the citizens of 
Valencia, the capital city, to take arms, and to 
pimifh certain criminals in a tumultuary manner, 
the pieople, pleafed with this exercife of power, 
and with fuch a difcovery of their own im- 
portance, not only refufed to lay down their 
arms, init formed themfelves into troops and 
companies, that they might be regularly trained 
to martial exercifes. To obtain, fome fecurity 
againft the oppreflion of the grandees waS the 
motive of this affociation, and proved a power- 
ful bond of union ^ for as the ariftocratical privi- 
leges and independence were more complete in 
Valencia than in any other of the Spanifh king- 

• P* Martyr. Ep. 462. Ferreras, viii. 473. 

Voi.« JL . G domt. 
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doTTkSj the nobles^ 1)e}Ag icsurcdy accoimt!d>Ie '§(A 
their conduS: to any fup^or,. treated the .peqdc 

'5«9- not only a^ -vaffals but w ffi^vcs. Hiey Vfoer 
alarmed, however, at the -progrcfe of Am unex- 
pe&ed infurre^cm, as it might ^coumge the 
people to attempt fhaking off the yoke alto- 
gether ; but as they could not reprefs them with- 
out talking arms, it became necefiary to have 
recourfe to the emperor, and to dcftre hi» peri. 

J5»o. miffion to attack theniL At the fame time the 
people made choice of deputies to reprefent tibctr 
grievances, and to implore the proteftion of their- 
fovereign. Happfly for the latter, they amvcd at 
court v^hen Charles was exafperated to an higk 
degree againft the nobiKty. As he was ' eager » 
VI fit Germany, where his prefcnce becamie every 
day more necel&ry, and as his Fkmiih courtieTS 
were ftill more impatient to return into their 
native country, that they might carry tfaither :Ar 
fpoils Ivhich they had amafied in C2a0ile, it wat 
impoffible for him to 4ioli flie Cartes o£ Valetictt 
in perfon. He had ffor that reafon empoi^red tfa^ 
cardinal Adrian to reprefent him in that affen^ 
bly, and in his name to receive their oath of ak 
legiance, to confirm their piivileges with the ufiul 
foleiAnities, and to demand of ^h^m a free gift. 
But the Valenciaa nobles, who confidered tSak 
meafure as an indignity to their country, whicii 
was no lefs entitled, than his other kingdom% 
to the honour of their fbvereiga's prefence, df-^ 
clared, that by the fundamental laws of the con* 
(titutioh they could neither acknowledge as king 

• apei-foA 
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9 peilbfi 3^ho was atiTent, nor grant him ady fub- J^o o ic 
Hdy ; and to this declarsKtion they adhered mth v^-^^v'^^im^ 
asL Aattghty and inflexible obftinaqr. Charles, '^*^' 
]Hqued by their behaviour, decided in fiivour o^ 
the people, and rafhly authorized tbbn to continue 
ia arms. Their deputies returned in triumph^ 
soul were received by their feilow-dtizens as the 
deHverers of their country. The infolence of the 
mullSfiud^ increafing with ibeir fucceCsi they ex- 
pdkd all the nobles out of the city, committed 
die government to magiftrates of* their own dec* 
lion, and ^a^tered into m aflbdation* dUlinguifhed 
hf ihe name of Germanada or Brotherhood^ which 
prov^ the JbuFce not only of the wildeil difor- 
ders, but of ihe moft fatal calamities in that king* 

MEAifWHiLiE, the kingdom of Caftile was TbeCortet 
ftgitated with no lefs vieience. No fooner was fummoned 
the emperor's intention to leave Spain mad* caOiS"* 
known, than 'feveral xities of ^e firft rank re-' 
folved to remonftrate agamfl: it, aa^id to crave 
redrefe once more of thofe grievances which they 
had formerly laid before him* Char W^ artfully 
avoided admitting their deputies to a&dience; 
and as he faw from this circumftance how difE- 
eult 'it would be, at this junfture, to retrain the 
aiurinous fpirit of the greater cities, he fum- 
inoned the Cortes of Caftile to meet at Com^ 

* P. Martyn Ep. 651. Ferrerat, viu. 476. 485* 

G 2 poftella;i 


84' THE. REIGN OF THE 

BOOK poftella, a town in Oalicia. 'His only rcafoh for 
s^^^^m^^ calling that aflembly, was the hdpe of obtaining^ 
*5*^- another donative; for as his treafiHy had been 
exhaufted in the fame proportion that the riches 
of his miniilers increafed^ he could not^ without 
fome additional aid, appear in Geimany with 
fplendour fuited to the Imperiail dignity. To 
appoint a meeting of the Cortes in fo remote a 
province, aiid to demand a new fubfidy before 
the time for paying the former was expired, 
ware innovations of a moft dangerous tendency ; 
and among a people not only jealous of their 
liberties, but accuftomed to Aipply the wants of 
thdr fovereigns with a very frugal hand, excited 
an univerfal alarm. The magiftrates of Toledo 
remonftrated againft both thefe meafures in a 
very high tone; the inhabitants of Valladolid, 
- who eicpefted that the Cortes (hould have been 

held in that city, were fo enraged, that they took 
arms in a tumultuary manner; and if Charles, 
with his foreign counfellors, had not fortunately 
made their efcape during a violent tempeft, they 
would have maflacrad all the Flemings, and 
have prevented him frpm continuing his journey 
towards Compoftella. 

c^edin'tof Every city through which he pafled, petL^ 
thatairem- tioned againft holding a Cortes in Galicia, a 
point with regard to which Charles was inflex- 
il^. But though the utmoft influence had been 
exerted by the minifters, in order to procure a 

choice 
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choice of reprrfentatives, favourable to thdr do- book 
figns, fuch was the temper of the nation, that, ^^^-^.^-^ 
at the opening of the affembly, there appeared ^'^^f*,, 
among many' of the members unufual fymptoms 
of ill-humour, \^hich threatened a fierce oppo- 
fition to all the meafures of the court.' No ro^ 
prefentatives were fent by Toledo ^ for the lot^ 
according to which, by ancienjt cuftom, the 
cledHoa. was determined in that, city, having 
iallen. upon two persons devoted to the Plemiih 
minifters, their fellow-citizens refufed to grant 
them a commiflion in the ufual form, and in 
their (lead made choice of two deputies, whom 
they empowered to repair to Compoftella, and 
to pcoteft agsunfl the la^^cfulnefa of the Cortes 
aflembkd. ^ere. The . reprcfentatives. of Sala^ Thedifaf- 
manca refufed to take the .ufual oath of fidelity, tbeCaiL 
unlefs Charles confented to. change the place of a^e" 
meedfig. Thofe of. Toro, « Madrid, Cordova, 
and feveral other places,, declired the demand of 
another donative 'to^bb' unprecedented, unconfti- 
tutional, and uniiQc^jijfy* M\ tlje arts, however, 
which influence. pppUlar ^emblies, bribes, pro- 
mifes> threats, and 'even fQrce, were employed^ 
tin order to gaiAiniembei^^ . The nobles, foothed . 
by the refpedful affiduity with which Chievr^ 
and the other Fleming^ paid court to them, 
or inftigated by a mean jealoufy of that fpirit of 
indq)endence which they faw rifing among the 
.commons, openly favoured the preteniions of 
the court, or at the utmoil did not oppofe them ; 
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and at lafl, in conten^t not only of die find* 
ments of the nation, but of the ancieis^ fonav of 
the conftitution, a ma^rity voted tor geaat the 
donative for which the emperor had applied « 
Together with this grants the Cortes laid befors 
Charles a reprefentation of tb(^ grievances wheret 
pf his people complained, and or ihdr nam^ 
craved redrofs ; but hxy hsivihg obtained £rom 
them all that he could ezpefir, paid no attention 
to this ill-^timed pedtion^ vrbkit it was no longer 
dangerous to difregard\ 


diirkitp- j^s nothinjf now retarded his embarkation he 

points *■*- y. • , - 

gents duriAf difclofed Ws intcntioii with regard to the regency 
cnce, ^^ Caftile during his abfence, which he had 
hitherto kept fecret, and nonunated cardinal 
Adrian to that office. The viceroyalty of Ara^ 
gop he conferred on Don John de JjdxmzPti 
that of Valencia en Bon Diego de Mendd^i 
Cond^ de Melito. The choice of the twd latter 
was univerfally acceptable; but the airamce^ 
ment of Adrian, though the only f letnihg whd 
Jiad preferved any r^piitatiofi asnong the Spar- 
niards, animated the ^ Gaftifians with new barred 
iagaitiil foreigners; and even the m^btes, ixrb^ 
had^'fo timely foflfered dthcr feroads upon the 
<t>dtitution, felt the indignity dffer^d tb th^ 
own order by his proihotioifi;, and reinohftmftd 
againft it as iltegaU But Charles's defire cf 
vifiting Germany, ai l*eU is the imptfde^e d 


^ p. Martyr. £p. 66j. Sandoval, p« ^2, &c. 
5 Sandoval, B^ 
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lus minifters to leave Spain, were now fo piuch 
increafed, that without attending to the murmurs 
of the Caftilians, or even taking time to provide '5»o« 
any remedy againft an infurreflion in Toledo, 
'which at that time threatened, and afterwards 
produced, molt formidable effects, he failed from 
Corunna on the twenty-fecond of May j and by *nJ embarki 
letting out fo abruptly in queft of a new crown, cououics. 
lie endangered a more important one of which he 
fvas already la poffeilion K 

•i P. Martyr. £p. 670, Sandov. 8(S. 
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"VTANY concurring drcumftances not only book 
called Charles's thoughts towards the af* -^-^-mu 
feirs of Germany, but rendered his prefence in chwkt^f 
Jthat country neceilary. The eledtors grew irn* pnfeocem 
patient of fo long an interregnum; his heredi* J^S^^. 
tary dominions were diflurbed by inteftine com- 
motions ; and the new opinions concerning reli* 
gion made fuch rapid prpgrefs as required the 
mod £eriou^ confideration. But, above all, the 
motions of the French king drew his attention, and 
convinced him, that it was neceilary to take mea« 
fures for his own defence with no lefs fpeed than 
vigour. 

When Charles and Francis entered the lifts as progrefsof 
candidates for the Imperial dignity, they con- {JlJwl^"'*^^ 

dufted Charle..nd 
Francit U 
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du£bed thdr rivalfhip "with many profeflions of 
regard for each other, .and.mth repeated declara- 
tions that they would not fuffer any .tinfture of 
enmity tp, .mingle itfelf with thia Jionourable 
emulation. * " We both court. thd liam* miftrefs/* 
faid Francis, with his ufual vivacity; "eaqh 
ought ta urge his .fuit with all the addrels of 
which he is matter ; the mod fortunate will pre- 
vail, and the other rauft reft contented V But 
though two young and high-fpirited princes, and 
each of them animated with the hope of fucce&, 
might be capable of forming fuch a generous 
refolution, it was foon found that they promifed 
upon a moderation too refined and difinterefted 
for human nature. The preference given to 
Charles in the fight of ad Europe mortified 
Francis extremely, and infpired him with all the 
pailions tiatural to difitj^jointed an^itfcs- 1^ 
this was owing iii& perfon^ j«aloufy and iwaHbip 
which fubfifted between the twa moiaaaidis during 
their whole reign ; and the iianeeiw of thefe, aug^ 
mented by a real oppofitimi of intserdR:, "i^^ 
gave rife tio many unavoidable cauies> of ^card^ 
involved them in almoft perpetual hoflflMsi^ 
Charles had psdd no regard to \he principal articlf 
in the treaty* of Noyoir, by reftifing oftcncr Aan 
once to do juftice to John d'AIbret, the eaccteW 
monarch of Navarre, whom Francis was bound 
in honour, imd prompted by intereft, to reftort 
to his throne. The French kii^ had pKtfift- 

' Guic. lib. xiiu p« 159* ^ 
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fibm^ fo thtf crown df Ilfoples, of wiiicfa Ferd£. *(^Oft 
maiA hmA d&pmed his pondeceflbr hf a moffc unv <s— ^.^ 
jfoHXislbik brasKrh of feith. The emperor might '^ 
VBckran lise' dutehy: of MUan as^ a fief of the em» 
j^ite, which Fiancis h^' fciaed, and ftill kept in 
pclCefik)^, tirkbout havmg received inveftiture of 
It fll^lk- ^f eii^>eror, Qiarles confidered tb^ 
dtttchy of Burgundy as the patrimonial domain 
af his andeft^rs, \irrelled from them by the imjuft 
policy of Louis XL and obferved with the greateft 
jealoufy the &nSt conneftions which Francis had 
formed with the duke of Gueldre$^ the hereditary 
enemy of his family. 


When the fources of difcord were fo many and Thdr 
various, peace could be of no long continuance^ prevMa««» 
even between princes the mofl exempt from am. ^,|^^*^^ 
bition or emulation. But as the fhock between ^ihemtim. 
two fuch mighty antagonifts could not fail of 
being' extremely violent, they both difcovcred 
no fnsall foUdtude about its confequences, and 
took time not only to coUed and to ponder thdr 
own itrength, and to compare it with that of their ^ 
adverlary, but to fecure the friendfhip or aiEft- 
ance of the other Eurppean powers. 

The pope had equal feafon to dread the two rhtj aego. 
rivals,' and faw that he who prevailed would be- the^^ 
come abfolute mafter in Italy. If it had been in 
hi« power to engage them in hoftilities, without 
rendering Lombardy the theatre of war, nothing 
Would have been more agreeable to him than to 
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^^if^^ fee them wafte each other's fftrength in cndlefs 
'"^'^^^ quarrels. But this was impoiiible. Leo fore- 
faw, that, on the dfirft rupture betwcch the two 
monarchs, the armies of France and Spain would 
take the field in the Milanefe ; and while the 
fcene of their operations was fo near, arid the 
^ fubjeft for which they contended fo intereftirig to 
him, he could not long remain neuter. He- was 
obliged, therefore, to adapt his plan of conduft 
to his political fituation. He courted and foodied 
the emperor and king of France with equal in- 
duftry and ad4refs. Though warmly folicited by 
each of them to efpoufe his caufe^ he afiumed 
all the appearances of, entire impartiality, and 
attempted to conceal his real fentiments under that 
profound diffimulation which feems to have 
been affeded by mofl: of the Italian polidcians in 
that age. 

With the The views and intereft of the Venetians wtfe 

not different from thofe of the pope ; ncM* were 
they lefs folicitous to prevent Italy from becotning 
the feat of war, and their own republic from 
being involved in the quarrel. But through aB 
Leo's artifices, and notwithftan'ding his high prct 
tenfions to a perfeft neutrality, it was vifiWe that 
he leaned towards the "emperor, from whom he 
had both more to fear and more to hope than 
from Francis ; and it was equally manifeft, that if 
it became neceffary to take a fide, the Venetians 
would, from motives of the fame nature, de- 
clare for the king of France* No confiderabk 

2 affiftance, 
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affiHrance, however, was to be expededfrom the book 
Italian ftates, who were jealous to an extreme y.^^m^'^^^m^ 
degree of the Tranfa^ine powers, and careful to »s»^- 
preferve the balance even between them, unlefs 
when they were feduced to violate this favourite 
maxim of their policy, by the certain profped of 
rome great advantage to themfelves. ' 

-But the chief attention both of Charles and of ^'^j^ "'"T 

Francis, was employed in order to gain the king 

of England, from whpm each of them expeded 

afliftance more eflFedual, and afforded with lefs 

potilical caution* Henry VIIL had afcended the 

throne of that kingdom in the year one thoufand 

five hvmdred and nine, with fuch circumftances 

of advantage as promifed a reign of diftinguiflied 

felicity and fplendour. The union in his perfon '^^^ g*^** 

of the two contending titles of York and Lan- that mo. 

cafter, thfe alacrity and emulation with which both "*'*^^'* 

fa6ions obeyed lus commands, not only enabled 

•him to exert a degree of vigour and authority in 

his domeftic government which none of his prede- 

ceflbrs could have fafely affumed ; but permitted 

him to take a ihare in the affairs of the continent, 

from which the attention of the Englifh had 

long been diverted by their unhappy inteftine idU 

vifions* The great fums of money which his father 

had amaffed, rendered him the moft wealthy 

prince in Europe. The peace which had fubfifted 

under the cautious adminiftration of that monarch, 

had been of fufficient length to recruit the po- 

pulation of the kingdom after the defolation 

of 
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of the.civfl xran, Imt «iot.^ J^iPgJ^ to ^Q«iniS} 
its ffidt ; jand dv^ JSn^y^b^ ^libam^ t^ bs^. 
irendosd thexr jswa^ eo\Mtrj So long a ffiieiiye (^ 
difeord laoid blaodiHed, wens ^ei^r ito .^i^fda^f 
:Aeir "Valour in ibiiie dbndig^ wa]& ^K&d to iie.1^ 
Ihe memory cxf ibe vidqriesrfMfted ^ ^ ^PQP»' 
Ch«Tiaer tinent by their aRceftozs. l!^^!^'^ #^ leopigr 
perfedly fuited the ftate of his kingdom, and the 
difpdfition of his fubj^&s. Aitt^tiou% ^«Siye» 
cnt^rifmg, and aecompiifbed lin :ftli rtfae mi/)js$ 
exercifes which in Aat a^ £[»iiifid jt qI4^ p^ ia 
the education of perfons rof mfible kiitihy mii^ 
fpxred them wit!i an.jearly jovip of fViw:? be ki^gdi 
to engage ;m adtion, and to .^fiigsia^e nh^ WgMW4g 
^ his Ydgn by .fome Tsxxmksihie *^8ipim^ .49 
op|K>rtunity foon pr^mted itfelf-; md tke vJAos^' 
at Guinegate, together "^th the ^fmiidkkkl £i^gt» 4 
Terou4snne and Tminoay, tlun:^ «f Httk iitiUy# 
England, refied:^ greit kiftre on its *mc|Dtfc^ 
find confirmed the idea 'tidiidi fiora^ ^prjffiCBl 
entertained of his power mA )eoiifai|tteitoe. &> 
loany concurrkig caiifes, ^idedtotfae happf ii^ 
ution of bis own domfiokm^ ^ widbh feeured <tbem 
Jrom foreign invafion; ^and to '^ foortimate op- 
xrumftance of his 4>ei&g in poifeffion of GbUs> 
Iffiich ferved not only as a key to Fmcst, kfl^ 
opened qp eafy paffage into the Ndtherlands, ren- 
dered the king of England the natural guardfaft 
of the liberties of Europe, and the arbiter b^ 
*tween the emperor and French mtmarch. H«wf 
himfelf was fenfible qf diis iingular advaata^, end 

convinced, vthat, in order-to preferve the balance 

even, 
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mah. £rom:!«i:qiai% ifiich: f uporiority . df iipomsr 
as idight Jbe f&^ fib Hat ether^ or; fipaachdik ^ ito '<*^ 
the l)eftvD(K]!hraftenidom. 'iBuf.tie^nasideftitiite'afi 
tbe^pendnmcm, and ffifi sniafe rtlf Ae ^toBfier^ 
which) ftedi a. delicate ftm£ti<m reqfm&i^^ in- 
Sme&ceA :by <capnce^ by loiutyi^ bf , rcfentraffnty 
by affisfiddn^ : be isras incapable of fenning anf 
t^idar atid (fxt^ ve fyftem of t>oH(^9 or of adher*- 
k^ to It :wirh ilqidi»«&» : His m&a&ureg /jeldeM 
l^tili^t^ i^m attwtnpiiJlO'tli^ general w^lfarey-cM* 
§ipii)i.a:deUbemte;r^g^ to hiso^m in^ei^ but 
WQi^ .sd2^«4 l)y »]?affion8 ^bkb leiid^rfd J»ift 
b%d- tQ; bo&, :>aJad; ipyereRted his. gaoirog that 
a&endant in the a%i]^: of JSurofiei ox firbm ;reap» 
kg iudi adyantageS fp biiflfetf, as a: prince of 
greater 2^ though with mk^tir tftlents, mi^ have 
fiafily feoired. 

Ax.iU ti^ impolilk ftq^ in ^Heiiry^s adflBdQ»i» tndofhii 
Klradon flufl not, howevei^y he imputed to -defisAt cardinal 
ki bis Ova-chtraaer ; many of them vwe ovring^ ^''^^• 
to the violdM; paifioiis. and infatiable ambkiion • 
of his prime miniller and favouitte^ cardinal 
Woti^y. This man, from one of the loweft 
fvp3»m]ik^ had rifai to an height of pdwer and 
dignity^ to which no EngUih fubjed ever arrived; 
and governed the haughty, prefumptuous, and 
Comi&able ^irit of Henry wth ^bfikuts auiho* 
lity. Great talents, and of very Afferent kinds, 
fil;ted him for the two oppoike ftations of minifter, 
^and of faVoiuite. His profound judgment, his 

I unwea* 
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BOOK unwearied induftiy^ his thorough acquaintaAce 
with the ftate of the kingdom, Iiis extenfiye 
knowledge, of the views and interefts of foreign 
courts, qualified him for that imcontrolled di- 
rection of affairs with which he was intruded. 
The elegance of his manners, the gaiety of his 
converfiition, his infinuating addr^s, his love of 
magnificence, and his proficiency in thofe parts 

of literature of which Henry was fond, gained 
him the affe£tion and confidence df the youi^ 
monarch. Wolfey was far from employing this 
vaft and almoft royal power, to ))romote either 
the true intereft of the nation, or the real grandeur 
of his maften Rapacious at the fame time, and 
profufe, he was infatiable in defiring wealth. Of 
boundlefs ambition, he afpired after new honours 
Vfith an eagemefs unabated by his former fuceeis; 
and being rendered prefumptuous by his uncom* 
mon elevation, as well as by the afcendant which 
he had gained over a prince, who fcarcely brooked 
advice from any other perfon,. he difcovered 
in his whole demeanour the moft overbearing 
haughtinefs and pride. To thefe pailions he him- 
felf facrificed every confidetation ; and. whoever 
endeavoured to obtain his favour, or that of his 
mailer^ found it neceffary to Iboth and to g»tilif 
them. 


As all the fbtes of Europe fought Henryi 
fnendfliip at that time, (ill courted his minifta 
with incredible attention and obfequioufnefs, and 

flrove by prefents, by promifes, or by flattery, ^ 

work 
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*irork upon his avarice, his ambition, or his pride \ 
iFrands had, in the year one thoufand five hun- 
^dred and eighteen, employed Bonnivet, admiral *5»o» 
^f France, one of his moft accompliflied and 
artfiil courtiers, to gain this haughty prelate^ He 
iiimfelf beftowed on him every mark of refpeft 
and confidence^ He confulted him vrfth regard 
to his moft important affairs, and received his 
tefponfes with implicit deference. By thefe arts, 
together with the grant of a large penfion, Francis 
attached the cardinal to his int^reft, who per- 
fuaded his mafter to furrender Toumay to France, 
to conclude a treaty of marriage ^between his 
daughter the princefs Mary and the dauphin, and 
to confent to a perfbnal interview with the French 
lung^ From that time, the moft familiar inter- 
courfe fubfifted between the two courts ; Francis, 
fenfible of the great value of Wolfey's friendlhip, 
laboured to fecure the continuance of it by every 
poffible ezpreffion of regard, beftowing on him, in 
all his letters, the honourable appellations of Fa* 
tiler. Tutor, and Governor* 

Charles obferved the progrefs of this union ^^^^ 
with the utmoft jealoiify and concern. His near 
affinity to the king of England gave him fome 
titk to his fnendftiip; and foon after his accef- 
iion to the throne of Caftile, he had attempted to 

• Fiddcs't Life of Wolfey, i66. Rymcr^s Fcedera, «u- 
f HcAm's HifU of Henry VIII. 30. Rymcr, xiii. 624- 

. Vol* IL H ingratiate 
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ingratiate himfelf with Wolfey, by fettling on 
him a penflon of three thoufand livres. His • chief 
^^*®* folicitude at prefent was to prevent the intended 
interview with Francis, the effeds of which upon 
two young princes, whofe hearts were no Icfe 
fufcq>tible of friendfhip, than their manners ^er« 
capable of infpiring it, he extremely dreaded. 
But after many delays, occafioned by diiEculti^ 
with refped to the ceremonial, and by the ankious 
precautions of both courts for the fafety of their 
xefpedive fovereigns, the time and place of 
meeting were at laft fixed. Meflengers had been 
. fent to different courts, inviting all comerjS, who 
were gentlemen, to enter the lifts at tilt and 
tournament, againft the two monarchs and their 
knight3« Both Francis and Henry loved the 
fplendour of thefe fpeftacles too well, and were 
too much delighted with the graceful figure 
which they made on fuch occafions, to forego 
the pleafure or glory which they expefted from 
fuch a fingular and brilliant affembly. Nor was 
the cardinal lefs fond of difplaying his own mag- 
nificence in the prefence of two courts, and of 
difcovering to the two nations the extent of his 
influence over both their monarchs. CharleSi 
finding it impoffible to prevent the interview, 
endeavoured to difappoint its effefts, and to pre- 
occupy the favour of the Engliih monarch and 
his minifter by an aft of complailance ftili mor^ 
chariM flattering and more micommon. Having foiled 
fand*^^^' from Corunna, as has already been related, he 
May t^tk, fteetcd hls courfe diredly towards England, and 

relying 



]EMP£ROR CHARLES }h 99 

relying wholly on Henry's generofity for hisowif 
&fety, landed at Dover. This unexpected viftt 
furprifed the nation. Wolfey, tiowevei*, was *5**»* 
well acquainted with the emperor's intention. A 
negociadon, unknown to the hiftorians of that 
age, had been carried on between him and the 
court of Spain J this vifit had been concerted; 
and Charles granted the cardinal, whom he calls 
his mq^ dear friend^ an additional penfion of feven 
thoufand ducats \ Henry, who was then at Can« 
terbury, in his way to France, immediately dif« 
patched Wolfey to Dover, in order to welcome 
the emperor; and being highly pleafed with an 
event fo foothing to his vanity, haftened to re* 
ceive, with fuitable refped, a gueft who had 
placed in him fuch ' unbounded confidence. 
Charles, to whom time was precious, (laid only infinMtet 
four days in England; but during that ihort laToJb^ 
ipace, he had the addrefs not only to give Henry kloga^a 
favourable impreflions of his charafter and intent w^icy. 
tions, but to detach Wolfey entirely from the in« 
tereil of the French king* All the grandeur, the 
wealth, and the power, which the cardinal po£- . 
fefled, did not fatisfy his ambitious mind, while 
there was one ftep higher to which an ecclefiaftic 
could afcend. .The papal dignity had for forac^ 
time been the objefb of his wifhes, and Francis, 
as the mod effeftual method of fecuring his 
fnendfliip, had promifed to favour his preten-i 
iions, on the firft vacancy, with all his intereft» 

* Ryxng:» xfii, 714- 
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BOOK But as the emperor's influence m the college of 

C^y"^ cardinals was greatly fuperior to that of the FrencK 

»s*o- king, Wolfey grafped eagerly at the offer which 

that artful prince had made him, of exerting it 

vigoroufly in his behalf ; and allured by this pro- 

fpeft, which, under the pontificate of Leo, ftill 

in the prime of his life, was a very diftant one, 

he entered with warmth into all the emperor's 

fchemes. No treaty, howiever, was concluded at 

that time between the two monarchs ; but Henry, 

in return for the honour which Charles had done 

him, promifed to vifit him in fome place of the 

Low Countries, immediately after taking leave of 

, the French king. 

j«nc 7th. . His interview with that prince was iil ^ ojJieri 
between plain betwccn Guifnes and Ardres, where the fwrf 
FiaqIi^^- kings and their attendants difplayed their mag*' 
nificence with fuch emulation, and profufe ex- 
pence, as procured ft the name of the Field of the 
Cloth of Gold. Feats of chivalry, parties of gal- 
liantry, together with fuch eaeercifes and paftime$ 
as were in that age reckoned manly or elegant, 
. rather than ferious bufinefs, occupied both courts 
during eighteen days that they continued toge- 
ther*. .Whatever impreffion the<engagiag man- 
ners 

* 

r 

• The French and Englifh hiftorians defcribe the pomp of 

this interview» and the various fpe6UicleSy with great minute- 

nefs. One circumftance mentioned by the marechal de FIeu<* 

ranges, who was prcfent, and which muft appear, fingular ifl 

the prcfftnt age, is commonly omitted. " After the toor^ 

namcntt" 
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ners of Francis, or the liberal and unfufpidous book 

confidence mth which he treated Henry, made v— -v^*^ 

on the mind of that monarch, was foon cffajced *5»©. 
by Wolfey*s artifices, or by an interview he had 

with the emperor at Gravelinesr; which was (Coti- J^^y »o. 
duded with lefs pomp than that near Guifiies, but 
with greater attention to what might be of political 

utility. . • -. 

/ ' 

This affiduity, vwith which the two greate(t ^l^^[\. 
monarchs in Europe paid court to Henry, ap? ownim- 
peared to him a plain acknowledgment that he 
held the balance in ^hls hands, and convinced hini 
of the juftnefs of the motto which he had chpfen, 
** That whoever he favoured would prevail.'* 
Jn this opinion he was confirmed by an oflFer 
which Charles m^de, of fubmitting any difference 
that might aiife between him and Francis to his 
fole arbitration^ Nothing could have the ap- 

ft 

nament/' fays he, *< the French and Englifli wrcftlers made 
their appearance, and wrefUed in prefence of the kings, and 
the ladies J and as there were many ftout wrcftlers tliere, it 
afforded excellent paftime; but as the king pf France had 
liegleded to bring any wreftlers out of Bretagne^ the Englifh 
gained the prize.*— ft-^After this, the kings of France and 
England retired to a tent, where they drank together, and 
the king of ^England, feizing the king of France by the coU 
lar, &id, " My brother ^ J mu/i nvreftle with youy and endea- 
voured once or twice to trip up hit heels ; but the king of 
France, who is a dexterous wreftler, twifted him round, and 
threw him on the earth with prodigious violence. The king 
«f England wanted to renew the combat, but was prevented." 
yUmwt% 4fi Fleuranges^ la^. Paris, 1755. p. 329. 
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pearancc of greater candour and moderation, than 
the choice of a judge who was reckoned the com- 
mon friend of both. But as the emperor had now 
attached Wolfcy entirely to his intereft, no propo- 
fal could be mcfre infidious, nor, as appeared by the 
fequel, more fetal to the French king ^ 


^^?^*i*'«* Charles, notwithftanding his partial fondnefs 
f«ror. for the Netherlands, the place of his nativity, 
made no long ftay there ; and after receiving the 
homage and congratulations of his countrymen, 
haftcned to Aix-la-Chapelle, the place appointed 
oaobcraj. by the golden bull for the coronation of the em- 
peror. There, in prefence of an affembly more 
numerous and fplendid than had appeared on any 
former occafion, the crown of Charlemagne was 
placed on his head, with all the pompous folem- 
nity which the Germans affeft in their public ce- 
remonies, and which they deem efTential to the 
dignity of their empire K 

Soiymwithe Almost at the fame time Solyman the Magr 
a(<?n"ds the nificent, one of the moft accomplifhed, enters, 
prifmg, and vidorious of the Turkifh fultans, 
a conftant and formida1)le rival to the emperor, 
afcended 'the Ottoman throne. It was the pecu- 
liar glory of that period to produce the moft 
Jlluftrious mon^chs, who have at any one time 


Ottuosfta 


' H<rtKrt,57. 
. • Hartflwn. Mauri Rdatio Coronat. Car. V. ap. Goldaft. 
PoUt. Iznperi^f Fraoc* 16x4. fpl. p. 264. 
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appeared in Europe. Leo, Charles, Francis, book 
Henry, and Solyman, were each of them poffeffed ._^^^^ 
of talents which might have rendered any age 'S*** 
"wherein they happened to flourilh, confpicuous. 
Hut fuch ^ confteliation of great princes flied un- 
common luftre on the fixteenth century. In 
every conteft, great power as well as great abilities 
were fet in oppolition ; the efforts of valour and 
condufl on one fide, counterbalanced by an equal 
exertion of the fame qualities on the other, not 
only occafioned fuch a variety of events as renders 
the hiftory of that period interefting, but feiVed 
to check the exorbitant progress of any of thofe 
princes, and to prevent their attaining fuch pre- 
eminence in power as would have been fatal to the 
Kberty and happincfs of mankind. 

The firft ad of the emperor's adminiftration Dietore^ 
was to appoint a diet of the empire to be held at ^"*^^*' 
Worms on the fixth of January, one thoufand 
five hundred and twenty-one. In his circular 
letters to the different princes, he informed them, 
that he had called this affembly in order to con- 
cert with them the moft proper meafures for 
checking the progrefs of thofe new and dangerous 
opinions, which threatened to difturb die peace 
of Germany, and to overturn the religion of their 
gmceftors. - 

Charles had in view thp opinions which had ^jj^^'**,* 
been propajgated by Luther and his difciples fince «*on» 
the year one thoufand five hundred and feventeenJ 

H4 ^ M 
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As thefe led to that happy reformatioa iil rdigioa 
which refcued one part of Europe from the papal 
»-5*^» yoke, mitigated its rigour in the other, and pro- 
duced a revolution in the fentiments of mankind^ 
the greateft, as well as the moil beneficial, that 
has happened fince the publication of Chriflianity, 
not only the events which at firft gave birth to 
fuch opinions, but the caufes which rendered their 
progrefs fo rapid and fuccefsful, deferve to be con* 
fidered with minute attention. 

To overturn a fyftem of religious belief, founded 
on ancient and deep-rooted prejudices, fupported 
by power, and defended with no lefs art than 
induftry; to eftablifh in its room dodrines of 
the moft contrary genius and tendency; and to 
accomplifh all this, not by external violence or 
the force of arms, are operations which hifto- 
rians, the leafl; prone to credulity and fuperfti- 
tion, afcribe to that Divine Providence which, 
with infinite eafe, can bring about events which 
to human fagacity appear impoffible. The in- 
terpolition of Heaven in favour of the Chriflian 
religion at its firft publication, was manifefled 
by miracles and prophecies wrought and uttered 
in confirmation of it Though none of the re- 
formers poflefied, or pretended to pofiefs, thefe 
fupematural gifts, yet that wonderful preparation 
of circumftances which difpofed the minds 6i 
men for receiving their doftrines, that Angular 
combination of caufes which fecured their fuc- 
ceis, and enabled men deftitute of power and 

of 
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of policy to triumph over tfaofe v^ho employed 
^gaiaft them extraordinary efforts of both, may 
be confidered as no flight proof, that the fame *s«<>* 
hand which planted the Chriftian religion, pro- 
teSed the rrformed faith, and reared it, from 
beginnings extremely feeble, to an amazing degree 
of vigour and maturity. 

It was from caufes feemingly fortuitous, and J^'^^dCTaU. 
from a fource very inconfiderable, ,that all the- bciUmiogt. 
mighty e^/^£ts of the Reformation flowed. Leo X* . 
wl^ raifed to the papal throne, found the re« 
venues of the church exhaufted: by the vaft pro- 
je^s of his two ambitious prddeceflbrs, Alexan-. 
<ler VI. and Julius II. His own temper, naturally 
liberal and . enterpriiing, rendered, him incapable 
of that fevere and patient oeconomy which the 
£tuation of his finances required. On the com 
trary, his fchemes for aggrandizing the family of 
Medici, his love of fplendour, his tafte for 
pleafure, and his magnificence in rewarding men 
of genius, involved him daily in new expences ; 
m order to provide a fund for which, he tried 
every :device, that the fertile invention of priefts 
had £illen upon, to drain the credulous muU 
titude of their wealth. Among others, he had 
recourfe to IL fale of Indulgences. According to AWe«# 
the doftrine of the Romifli church, all the good ^mi^Xj 
irorks of the Saints, over and above thofe which. ^^ ^* 
Were neceflary towards their own juftification, 
are depoiited, together with the infinite merits 
of Jelus Ghrifl, in one inexhauiUble treafury. 

3 The 
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• ooK The Iceys o( this were committed to^ St. Peter, 
'_,-/-^^ and to his futceflbrs the popes, who may open 
J 510, it jit pleafure, and by transferrmg a portion 
" of this fupei-abundant merit to any particular 
perfon, for a fum of money, may convey to 
him cither the pardon of Ks own fini, or a 
releafe for any one in whofc happinefs he is 
interefted, from the pains of purgatory. Such 
Indulgences were firft invented in the eleventh 
century by Urban II. as a recompence for thofc 
who went in perfon upon the meritorious enter* 
prife of conquering the Holy Land. They were 
afterwards granted to thofc who hired a foldicr for 
that purpofe ; and in procefs of time were be* 
ftowed on fuch as gave money for accomplifliing 
any. pious work enjoined by the pope \ Julius fl. 
had beftowed Indulgences on all who contributed 
towards building the church of St. Peter at Rome ; 
and as Leo was carr)'ing on that magnificent and 
' expenfive fabric, his grant was founded on the 
fame pretence '. 

•oconaoa. The right of promulgating thefe Indulgences 
gc4*r!J *"" in Germany, together with a fhare in the profite 
arifmg from the fale of them, was granted to 
Albert, eleftor of Metz and archbifhop of Mag- 
deburg, who, as his chief agent for retailing 
them in Saxony, employed Tetzel, a Pominicaa 
friar, of licentious morals, but of an aSive fpirit, 
"iind remarkable for his noify and popular elo- 
quence. He, afBfted by the monks of his order, 

r 

^ Hiftorjr ct ihc Council of Trent, by F. Paul, p. 4. 
* Palavic. Hifl« Canc^ TrideiiU p. 4* 

executed 
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executed the commiflion mth great zeal and (uc* book 
cefs, but with little difcrptioh or decency; and .,^^1,^. 
though, by magnifying cxceffively the benefit of ^ *s^- 
their Indulgences*^, and by difpofing of them at 
a very low price, they carried on for fome time 
an extenfive and lucrative traffic among the ' 
credulous an4 the ignoraijt; the extravagance 
of their affertions, as well as the irregularities 
in their condud, came at lafl to give general 
ofience. The princes and nobles were irritated at 

feeing • 

^ As the fonn of thefe Indulgences, and the beneffts which 

they were fuppofed to convey, are unknown in protcftant 

countries, and little underftood» at prefemt, in feveral placet 

where tbc Roman -catholic religion is eflabliftied, I have, 

fgr the information of my readers, trandated the form of 

abfolution ufcd by Tetzel: " May our Lord Icfus Chriil 

have mercy upon thee, and abfolve thee by the merits of his 

moft holy paifion. And I by his authority, that of his blefre4 « 

apofUes Peter and Paul, and of the moil holy Pope, gmnted 

and conunitted to me in thefe parts, do abfolve thee, firft 

from all ecclefiaftical cenfures in whatever manner they have 

been incurred, and then from all thy fins, tranfgreffions, and 

excelFes, how enormous foever they may be, even from fuch 

as are referved for the cognizance of the holy fee ; and as far 

as the keys of the holy church extend, I remit to you all ' 

punifhment which you defervc in purgatory on their account $ 

and I reftore you to the holy facraments of the church, to the 

unity of the faithful, and to that innocence and purity which ^ 

you po^reiTcd at baptifm ; fo that' when you die, the gates of 

punifhment (hall be (hut, and the gates of the paradife of 

delight (hall be opened ; and if you (halj ngt die at prefent| 

this grace fhall remain in full force when you are at the poii^ 

of death. In the name of the FatWr» and of the Son, and 

of the Holy Ghofl." Seckend. Coinment. lib. i- p. 14 

The terms in which Tetzel and his affociates defcribed the 
benefits of Indulgences, and the neceility of purchafing thcnlf 

z are 
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B o^o K feeing their vaffals drained of fo much wealth, in 
^' order to repleniih ^the trjeafury of a profufe pontiflF* 

% Men of piety regretted the delufion of the people, 
who being taught to rely for the pardon of their 
fins on the , Indulgences which they purchafed^ 

* did not think it incumbent on them either to 
ftudy the dofitrines taught by genuine Chriftianity, 
or to pradife the duties which it enjoins. Evea 

, ithe moft unthinking were fliocked af the fcaa- 
dalous behaviour of Tetzel and his aflbciatesy 
who often fquaiidered in drunkennefs, gaming, 

are fo extravagant, that they appear to be almoft incredible^ 
If aay man (faid they) purchafe letters of Indulgence, his 

« faul may reft fecure with refpeft to its falvation. The fouli 
confined in purgatory, for whofe redemption Indulgence! 
are purchafed,. as foon as the money* tinkles in the cheft, 
inftantly cf^ape from that place of torment, and afcend into 
hdkven. That t^e efficacy of Indulgences was {b great, thst 
the moil heinous fins, even if one fhould violate (which wai 
impofiiblf ) the Mother of God, would be remitted and expiated 
by them, and the perfon be freed both from punifhment ani 
^It. That this was the unfpeakable gift of God, in ordei 
to reconcile men to himfelf. That the crofs ereAed by the 
preachers of Indulgences, was as efficacious as the crofs or 
Chriit itfelf* Lo ! the heavens are open j if you enter not 
now, when will you enter ? For t^wclvc pence you may redeem 
the foul of your father out of purgatory ; and are you h 
ungrateful, that you will not r^fcue your parent from torment? 
If you had but one coat, you ought to ftrip yourfelf in? 
ftantly, and fell tt» in order to purchafe fuch benefits, &c. 
Thcfe, and many fuch extravagant expreflions, are fele£fced 

^ • ftut of Luther's works by Chemnitius in his £xamen Concili; 
Tridentini, apud Herm. Vonder Hardt. Hift. Liter, Reform, 
pars iv. p. 6. The fame author has publifhed feveral of 
Tetzel's difcourfes, which prove that thefc cxpreffions^ were 
neither fingular nor exaggerated* Il^id. p. 14; 
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iSmd low debauchery, thofe fiiihs whfch were pioufly 
bellowed in hopes of obtaining eternal happinefs ; 
and all began to wifli that fome check were given *^* **' 
to this commerce, no lefs detrimental to fociety thall • 
definitive to religion. 

* • 

Such was the favourable junfture, ind fo iif- i^'fl «ppe«- 
pofed were the minds of his countrymen to lillen thcr, »n4 \A 
to his difcdurfes, when Martin Luther. firft began . **^''^*'' 
to call in queftion the efficacy of Indulgences, 
and to declaim againft the vicious lives and falfe 
dodbrines of the perfons employed in promulgating ■• * 
them^ Luther tilras a native of Eilleben in Sax- 
biiyj smd though bom of poor parents, ha4 received 
ia. learned education, during the progrefs of which 
he gave many indications of imcommon vigour and • < 
acutenefs of genius. His mind was naturally fufcep# 
tible of ferious fentiments, and tinftured vnih fome- 
v^hat of that religious melancholy which delights 
in the folitude and devotion of a monadic life. 
The death of a companion killed by lightning at 
his fide in a violent thunder-florm, made fuch au . * 
impreilion on his mind, as co-operated with his 
natural temper, in inducing him to retire into a ' 

convent of Auguftinian friars, where, without 
fuffering the intreaties of his parents to divert him 
from what he thought his duty to God, he aflumed 
the habit of that order* He foon acquired great 
teputation, not only for piety, but for his love of 
knowledge, and his unwearied application to fludy. 
He had been taught the fcholaftic philofophy and 
theology which were then in vogue by very able 
mafters, and wanted not penetration to compre- 
hend 
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hend all the niceties and diftinftion^ with which they 
abound ; but his underftanding^ naturalty fbuJEia, 

«52<»- and fuperior to every thing frivolous, foon became 

difgufted with thofe fubtile and uiiinftruiiivc 

Iciences, arid fought for fome more folid founda- 

' tion .of knowledge and of piety in the holy fcrijp- 

tufips. Having found a copy of the Bible, which 
^ lay neglefted in the library of his monaftery, he 

abandoned^ all other purfuits, and devoted hinvf^If 
to the ftudy of it, with fuch ^gernefs and affiduity, 
as aftonilhed the monks, who were little accuilomed 

' 0^ to derive their theological notions from that fource* 
The great progrefs which he made in this uncom- 

, ■ mon courfe of ftudy, augmented fo much the fame 
both of his fanftity and of his learning, that 
Frederic, elector of Saxony, having founded an 
univerfity at Wittcmberg on the Elbe, the place of 
* his refidence, Luther was chofen firft to teach 
philofophy, and afterwards theology there ; and 
difcharged both offices in fuch a manner, that he 
was deemed the chief ornament of that fociety. 

Heflj'pofcs While Luther was at the height of his repu- 
lodiaigcaces. tation and authority, Tetzel began to publifh 
Indulgences in the neighbourhood of Wittemberg, 
and to afcribe to them the fame imaginary virtues, 
which had, in other places, impofed on the 
credulity of the people. As Saxony was fiot 
more enlightened than the other provinces of 
Germany, Tetzel met with prodigious fuccefs 
there. It was with the utmoft coiicem, that 
Luther beheld the artifices of thofe who fofd, 
and the fimplicity of thofe who bought In- 
dulgences. 
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dulgcnccs. The opinions of Tliomis Aquinas *^j,^^ 
and the other fchoolmen, on which the doctrine t.. ^ ■ ^ 
of Indulgences was founded, had already loft '^"^ 
much of thdr authority with hihi ; and the Scrip- 
tures, which he begajDi to confider as the great 
ftandard of theological truth, afforded no counte« 
nance to a praftice, equally fubverfive of faixh 
and of moirals. His warm and impetuous temper 
did not fuf&r him long to conceal fuch important 
difcoveries, or to continue a filent fpedator of* 
die delufion of his countrymen. From the 
pulpit, in the great church at Wittemberg, he 
inveighed bitterly againft the irregularities and 
vices of the monks who publifhed Indulgences i^ 
he ventured to examine the doctrines which they 
taught, and pointed out to the people tl;ie danger 
of relying for falvation upon any other means 
than thofe appointed by God in his word. The 
boldnefs and novelty of thefe opinions drew great 
attention^ and being recpmmended by the autho- 
rity of Luther's perfonal charader, and delivered 
"with a popular and perfuafive eloquence, they 
made a deep iippreflion on his hearers. Encou- 
raged by the favourable reception of his do£brine$ 
among the people, he wrote to Albert, eleftor 
of Metz and archbilhop of Magdeburg^ to 
whofe jurifdiftion that part of Saxony was fubjeiSi, 
and remonftrated warmly againJQt the falfe opi- 
nions, as well as wicked lives, of the preachers 
<^f Indulgences ; but he found that prelate too 
deeply interefted in their fuccefs to corred their 
abufes. His next attempt was to gain the fuf- 

fragi 
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frage of men of- learning. For thlg j^urpofc he 
publiihed ninety-five thefes containing his fenti* 

HcVubaihei ^^^^ ^* regard to Indulgences. Thefe he 
Ms tbcfcs pfopofed, not sub points folly eflabliihed) or of 
«£ n t cm. undoubted certainty, but as fubje£ls of inquiry 
and difputation; he appointed a day, on which 
the learned were invited to impugn them, dther 
in perfon or by writing ; to the whole he fub* 
joined folemn proteftations of the high refpeft 
for the apoftolic fee, and of his implicit fubmiifioa 
to its authority. No opponent appeared at the 
time prefixed; the thefes fpread over Gennany 
trith aftonifhing rapidity ; they were read irfA 
the greateft eagemdfs ; and all admired the bold- 
nefs of the man, who had ventured not only to 
call in queftion the plenitude of papal power, but 
to attack the Dominicans, armed with all the 
terrors of inquifitorial authority \ 

by wflw "^^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^ Auguftine, Luther's own 
wdor* order, though addifted with no lefs obfequiouf- 
neft than the other monaftic fraternities to the 
papal fee, gave no check to the publication of 
thefe uncommon opinions* Luther had, by his 
piety and learning, acquired extraordinary autho* 
rity among his . brethren ; he profeffed the highcft 
regard for the authority of the pope ; his profef- 

fions were at that time fincere j and as a fecrtt 

» ■ 

'Luthcri Opcra« Jen«, 1612, voL i. pnefat. 3. p> *• "' 
' Hift. of Counc. of Trent, by F. Paul. p. 4. Scckcn<t O^ 
ApoL p. 1 6. 
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fenmity, excited by intereft or emulation, fubfifts book 
^xnong all the monaftic order$ in the Romifli ^.,^^,.*^^ 
church, the Auguftitiians were highly pleafed with *5»®' 
his itivedives againft the Bomimcans, and hoped 
to fee them expofed to the hatred and fcom of 
the people*' Nor was his fovereign, the elector 
of Saxony, the wifeft prince at that time in Ger- 
many, di6atisfied with this obftruftioh which 
Luther threw in the way of the publication of In- ' 
dulgences* He fecretly encouraged the attempt, 
and flattered himfelf that this difpute among the 
Ecclefiaftics themfelves, might give fome check 
to the exaftions of the court of Rome, which the 
fecular princes had long, though without fuccefs^ 
been endeavourkig to oppofe. 

Many zealous champions immediately arofe to Many en. 
defend opinions on which the wealth and power confut/bun. 
of the church were folinded, againft Luther^s at- 
tacks^ In oppofition to his thefes, Tetzel, pub- 
lifhed counter-thefes at Francfort on the Oder; 
Eccius, a celebrated divine of Augfburg, endea- 
voured to refute Luther's notions ; and Prierias, 
a Dominican friar, matter of the facred palace 
axid Inquifitor-general, wrote againft him with 
all the virulence of a fcholaftic difputant. But , 
Ae manner in which they conducted the contro- - 
verfy, did little fervice to their caufe. Luther 
attempted to combat Indulgences by arguments 
founded in reafon, or derived from fcripture; they 
produced nothing in fupport of them but the fenti- 
ments of fchoolmen, the conclufions of the canon 

VOJL..IL I law;^ 
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BOOK law, and the decrees of popes ". The decifion of 
'-•^ judges fo partial and interefted did not fatisfy the 
'5*<>' people, who began to call jn queftion the authority 
• even of thefe venerable guides, when they found 
them ftanding in direft oppofition to the diftates of 
reafon, and the determinations of the divine law".* 

Mean- 

■* F. Pal, p. 6. Sjckend. p. 40. Palavic. p. 8, 

" Seckend. p. 50. 

* Guicciardini has aflerted two things with regard to the 
firft promulgation of Indulgences : i. That Leo bellowed a 
gift of the profits arifing from the fale of Indulgences in Sax- 
ony, and the adjacent provinces of Germany, npoq, his filler 
Magdalen» the wife of Francefcetto Cibo, Guic. lib. xiii. 16S. 
2. That Arcemboldo, a Genoefe ecclefiaflic, who had been 
bred a merchant, and ilill retained all the adivity and addrefj 
of that profeflion, was appointed by her to cofleft the moiwy 
which fliould be raifed. F. Paul has followed him in both 
thefe particulars, and adds, that the Auguftiluans in Saxony 
had been immemorially employed in preaching Indulgences; 
but that Arcemboldo and his deputies, hoping to gainmort 
by committing this trull to the Dominicans, had made' their 
bargain with Tetzel, and that Luther was prompted at firft to 
oppofe Tetzel and his aifociates, by a deftre of taking revenge 
for this injury offered to his order. F^ Paul, p. 5. Abolt 
all hiftorians fmce their time, popilh as well as proteftaflti 
have, without examination, admitted thefe affertions to Be 
true upon their authority. But notwithftanding the concur' 
ring teftimony of two authors^ fo eminent both for exaftndi 
and veracity, we may obfenre, 

I. That FeUx Contolori, who fearchcd the pontifical archive* 

for the purpofe, could not find this pretended grant to Leo « 

filler in any of thofe regifters where it mud necefFarily have been 

recorded. Palav. p. 5.-2. That the profits arifwg from !»• 

^dulgcncea in Saxony and the adjacent countries, had been 

granted not to Magdalen, but to Albert archbilhop of Mentz, 

' who had the right of nominating thofe who publiflied them. 

Seek. p. 12. Luth. Oper. i. praef. p. i. Palav. p. 6. — i* Td« 

Arcemboldo never had concera in the publication of Indul- 
gence 
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'MiANWHiLE, thefe novelries in Luther's doc- * o q k 
trines which interefted all Germany, excited little v,^-v^ 
attention atid no alarm in the court of Rome, ^hi^o^art 
Leo, fond of elegant and refined pleafures, intent ©f Rdmc at 
upon great fchemes of policy, a ftranger to theo- garded lu- 
logical controverfies, and apt to defpife them, ^^^^' 
regarded with the utmoft indifference the opera- 
tions of an obfcure friar, who, iii the heart of 
Germany, carried on a fcholaftic difputatioii in 

gt£ri<*e8 in Saxony j his diftri<4 was Flanders and the Upper 
and Lower Rhine. Seek. p. 14. Palav. p, 6.-^-4. That Lu*- . 
ther and his adherents never mention this grant of Leo's to his 
fiflcr, though si circumflance df which they could Jiiardly have 
b<en ignorant, and which they would have been careful not 
to fupprefs. — 5. The publication of Indulgences in Germany 
i^ras not ufually comhiitted to the AugulHnians. The pro- 
mulgation of them/ at thi'ee different periods under Julius IL 
^^as granted to the Francifcans ; the Dominicans had been 
employed in the. fame office a (hort time before the prefent 
period. Palav. p. 46. — 6. The promulgation of thofe Indul- 
gences, which firft excited Luther's indignation, was eiltruftcd 
to the archbifhop of Mentz, in conjunction with the guardian 
of the Francifcans ; but the latter having decHned accepting 
of that, truft, the fole right became vetted in the. archbifhop- 
Palav. 6. Seek. 16, 17. — 7. Luther was not inftigated by his 
fuperiors among the Auguftinians to attack the Dominican^ 
their rivals, 6t to depreciate Indulgences becaufe they wcr^ ' 
promulgated by them; his Oppofition to their opinions and 
vices proceeded from more laudable motives. Seek. p. 15, 32. 
Lutheri Opera, i. p. 64. 6. 8. A diploma of IndulgencTes is 
publifhed by Herm. .Vonder Hardt, from which it appears^ 
that the name of the guardicln of the Francifcans is retained, 
together with that of the archbifhop, although the forn\er did 
ndt ad. The limits of the country to which their commiflions 
extended, viz. t)ie diocefe of Mentz, Magdeburg, Halberftadt, 
and the territories of the niarquis of Brandenburg, are men- 
tioned in that diploma. Hill. Literaria Reformat, pars iv. p. ^4. 
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a barbafcms ftyld. Litdc did he apprehend, ar 
Luther himfelf dream, that the effefts of this 
quarrel would* b*^ fo fetal to the papal fee. Leo 
imputed the wh6le to monaftic enmity and emula* 
tion, and feemed inclined not to interpofe in die 
cqnteft, but to allow the Auguftinians and Domi^ 
Hicans to wrangle about the matter with their ufuai 
animolity. 


Tf«e pro- 
grefs of Ltt- 
ihsr^s opl- 
fiiohfr* 


He is fum- 
moned to 
appear ac 
Rome. 
July 1518, 


• The folidtations^ however, of Luther's adver- 
faries, who were exafperated to an high degree by 
the boldnefs and feverity with which he aninxad^ 
verted on their writings, together with die furpri- 
fmg progrefs which his opinions made in different 
parts of Germany, roufed at laft the attention of 
the court of Rome, and pbliged Leo to take 
meafures for the fecurity of the church againft an 
attack that now appeared too ferious to be de- 
fpifed. For this end, he fummoned Luther to 
appear at Rome, within fixty days, before the au- 
ditor of the chamber, and the Inquifitor-general 
Prierias, who had written againft him, whom he 
empowered jointly to examine his doftrines, and 
to decide concerning them. He wrote, at the 
fame time, to the eleftor of Saxony, befeeching 
him not to proteft a man whofe heretical and pro- 
fane tenets were fo fhpcking to pkms ears ; and 
enjoined the provincial of the Auguftinians to 
check, by his authority, the rafhnefs of an arrogant 
monk, which brought difgrace upon the order of 
St. Auguftine, and gave offence and difiurbance to 
the whole church* 


From 
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From, the ftrain of thefe letters, as well as from book, 
the nomination of a judge fo prejudiced and par- y^^m^.^^^ 
tial as Prierias, Luther eafily faw what fentence he ^^'5'°- 

' ' ^ The pope 

might exped: at Rome. He difcovered, for that empowert 
reafon, the utmoft folicitude to have his caufe tried w'try hwn 
in Germany, and before a lefs fufpeded tribu- ''^^^-^^^t- 
nal. The profeffors in the univerfity of Wittem- 
berg, anxious for the fafety of a man who did fo 
much honour to their fociety, wrote to the pope; 
and after employing feveral prefexts to excufe Lu- 
ther from appearing at Rome, intreated Leo to 
commit the examination of his do£trine» to fome 
perfons of learning and authority in Germany. 
The elefkor requefted the fame thing of the pope's ' 
legate at the diet of Aiiglburg ; and as Luther 
himfelf, who, at that time, was fo far from hav- 
ing any intention to difclaim the papal authority, 
that, he did not even entertain the finaUefl fuf- 
picion concerning its divine original, had writ- 
ten to Leo a moft fubmiffive letter, promiiing 
an unreferved (fompliance with his will; the 
pope gratified them fo far as to empower hia 
legate in Germany, cardinal Cajetan, a* Domi- 
nican, eminent for fcholaftic learning, and paf- 
lionately devoted to th^ Roman fee, to hear and 
d^termime the caufe* ^ 

Luther, though he had good reafon to decline Luthrrtp- 
a judge chofen among his avowed adverfaries, the legate. 
did not hefitate about appearing before Cajetan j 
and having obtained the emperor's fafe-condud, 
immediately repaired to Augfburg. The cardinal 
recced him with decent refpe6t^ and ^ndeavour^ 

I 3 «d 
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BOOK ed at firft to gain upon him by gentle treatment, 
*i^^ The cardinal, relying on the fuperiority of his own 
* 5?o- talents as a theologian, entered into a formal dit 
pute with Luther concerning the do&rines con- 
tained in his thefes*. But the weapons which 
they employed were fo different, Caj^tan appealing 
to papal decrees, and the opinions of fchoolmen, 
and Luther refting entirely on the authority of 
fcripture, that the cont6ft was altogether fruitlefst 
The cardinal relinquiftied the charafter of a dit 
putant, and affuming that of judge, enjoined Liu 
ther, by virtue of the apoftolie powers with which 
he was clothed, to retraO: the errors which he had 
uttered with regard to Indulgences, and the nature 
of faith 5 and to abftain, for the future, from the 
publication of new and dangerous opinions. Lu- 
ther, fully perfuaded of the truth of his own tenets, 
and confirmed in the belief of them by the appro? 
bation which they had met with among perfons 
confpicuous both for learning and piety, was fur- 
prifed at this abrupt mention of a recantation, be^ 
fore any endeavours were ufed to convince him that 
he was miftaken. He had flattered himfelf, that in 
a (conference concerning the points in difpute with 
a prelate of fuch diftinguiflied abilities, he fliould 
be able to remove many of thofe imputations with 
which the ignorance or .malice of his antagonifts 
had loaded him ; but the high tone of authority 

* In the fonher editions I aflertcd, upon the authority of Fa- 
ther Paul, that Cajetan thought it beneath his dignity to entfr 
into any difpute with Luther ; but M. Beaufobre, in his Hiftoirc 
de la Reformation, vol. i. p. 121, &c. has fatisfied me that I w^' 
mijjakcn. Sec alfo Seckend. lib. i. p. 46, &c. 
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that the cardinal aiTumed, extinguifhed at once all book 
hopea of this kind, and cut oflf every profpefl: of ^^,,^ 
advantage from the interview. His ijiative intrepi- f^j'f*°* -. 
dity of mind, however, did not defert him. He behaviour. 
declared, with the utmoft firmnefs, that he could 
not, with a faf(p confcience, renounce opinions 
which he believed to be true ; nor fhould any con- 
fideration ever induce him to do what would be 
fo bafe in itfelf, and fo offenfive to God. At 
the fame time, he continued to exprefs no lefs re- 
verence than, formerly for the authority of the 
apoftolic fee ** ; he lignified his willingnefs to fub* 
mit the whole controverfy to certain univerfities 
which he named, and promifed neither to write 
nor to preach concerning Indulgences for the fu- 
ture, provided his adverfaries were Irkewife en- 
joined to be filent with refpeft to them**. All 
thefe offers Cajetan difregarded or rejefted, and 
Jlill infifted peremptorily on a fimple recantation, 
threatening him with ecclefiaftical cenfures, and 
forbidding him to appear again in his prefence, 
unlefs he refolved inftantly to comply ' with what 
he 4iad required. This haughty and violent 
manner of proceeding, as well as other circum- 
ftanc^s, gave Luther's friends fuch ftrong reafons 
to fufpeft, that even the Imperial fafe-condufl: 
would not be able to protect him from the 
legate's power and refentment, that they pre- 
vailed oil him to withdraw fecretly from Augf-' 
burg, and to return to his own countr}% But be- 
fore his departure, according to a form of which 

# 

• Lutli. Oper. vol. j. p. 164. ' Ibid. p. i6q. . 
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naoK there had been fome examplesj he prepared a 
^^o-v^-^i^ folemn appeal from the pope ill-mformed at that 
His'a ^* ^^^^ concerning* his caufe, to the pope when he 
o^oDcr 18. fhould receive more full ii^ormation with refpeft 
to if*. 

"tted^b^" Cajetan, enraged ^t Luther^s abrupt retreat, 
the cieaor and ^t the publication of his appeal, wrote to the 
"**"^' cleftor of Saxony, complaining of both y and 
requiring him, as he regarded the peace of the 
church, or the authority of its head, either to 
fend that feditious monk a prifoner to Rome, or 
to banifh him out of his territories. It was not 
from theological confiderations that Frederic had 
hitherto countenanced Luther ; he feems to have 
been much a ftranger to controverfies of that 
kind, and to have been little interefted in them. 
His proteSion flowed almoft entirely, as hath 
been already obferved, from political motives, 
and was ^flForded with great fecrecy and caution* 
He had neither heard any of Luther's difcourfes^ 
nor read any of his books ; and though all Ger- 
many refounded with his fame, he had never 
once admitted him into his prefence ^ But upon 
this demand which the cardinal made, it became 
neceffary to throw oflT fomewhat of his former 
referve* He had been at great ^^Kpence, and had 
bellowed much attention on founding a new uni- 
verfity, an objeft of confiderable importance to 
every German prince j and forefeeing how fatal a 

* Sleid, Hift. of Reform, p. 7. Scckcnd, p. 45. Luth. 
Oper. i, 163. 
' Seckend. p» 27. Sleid. Hift. p. I2. 
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blow the removal of Luther would be to its re- book 

II 
putation% he, under, various pretexts, and with v.*p^^.^ 

many profeflions of efteem for the cardinal, as *s»o- 

well as of reverence for the pope, not only declined 

complying with either of his requefts, but openly 

difcovered great concern for Luther's fafety '. 

The inflexible rigour with which Cajetan in« Motiwof 
yilted on a fimple recantation, gave great ottence condua. 
to Luther's followers in that age, and hath fince 
-been cenfured as imprudent, by feveral Popifh 
vmters. But it was impoflible for the legate to 
aft another part. The judges before whom Lu- 
ther had been required to appear at Rome, were 
lb eager to difplay their zeal againft his errors, 
that, without waiting for the expiration of the 
fixty days allowed him" in thfe citation, they had 
^already condemned him as an heretic"*. Leo 
had, in feveral of his briefs and letters, ftigma- 
tized him as a child of iniquity, and a man given 
up to a reprobate fenfe. Nothing lefs, therefore, 
than a recantation could fave the honour of the 
church, whofe maxim it is, never to abandon the 
fmalleft point that it has eftabliflied, and which is 
even precluded, by its preteniions to infallibility, 
from having it in its power to do fo. 

Luther's fituation at this time, was fuch as Luthfr^t 
would have filled any other pierfon with the moft ^lmkm» 

■ Seckend. p. 59. * Skid. Hift. p. lO. Luth. Oper. i. 172. 
jLutlu Open i* i6j. 

difquieting 
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BOOK -dlfqiiletmg apptehenfions. He could not expeCt 
v--\-^ that a prince fo prudent ?uid cautious as Frederic, 
*3»o, would, on his account, fet at defiance the thundersi 
of the church, and brav^ the papal power, which 
had crufhed fome of the moft powerful of the 
German emperors. He knew what veneration 
was paid, in that age, to ecclefiaftical decifions; 
what terrors ecclefiaftical cenfures carried along 
with them, and how- cafily thefe might intimidate 
and {hake a prince, who was rather his proteftor 
from policy, than his difciple from conviftion. If 
he fhould be obliged to quit Saxony, he had no 
profpeft of any other afylum, and mufl: ftand ex* 
pofed to whatever punifhment the rage or bigotry 
of his enemies could inflift. Though fenfible of 
his danger, he difcovered no fymptoms of timidity 
or remiffnefs, but continued to vindicate his own 
. conduft and opinions, and to inveigh againft thofe 
of his adverfaries with more vehepienqe th^ 
^ver \ 

HeappeiU BuT as every ftep taken by the court of Rome, 
eouncii. particularly the irregular fentence by which he bad 
been fo precipitately declared a heretic, convinced 
Luther that Leo would foon proceed to the moft 
violent meafures againft him, he hj^d recourfe tp 
the only expedient in his power, in order to 
prevent the effefit of the papal cenfures. He 
appealed to a general council, which he affirmed 
to be the reprefentative of the catholic church, 

* Seckend. p. 59. 

and 
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and fuperior in power to the pope, who being a B o o i; 
fallible man, might err, as St, Peter, the moft k^^^^^L^ 
perfeft of his predeceflbrs, had erred ^, '5*^' 

It foon appeared, that Luther had not formed ^ new buu 

n ' r\ • i_- • ri*" favour 

ralh conjettures concernmg the mtentions or the ofinduu 
Romifli church. A bull, of a date prior to hi$ ^^"^* 
appeal, was iffued by the ,pope, in which he mag* 
niiies the virtue and efficacy of Indulgences, in 
terms as extravagant as any of his predeceflbrs 
had ventured to ufe in the darkeft ages; and 
without applying fuch palliatives, or mentioning 
fuch conceffions, as a more enlightejied period, 
fuid the difpofition in the minds of many men at 
that junfture, feemed to call for, he required all 
Chriftians to affent to *what he delivered as the 
doftrine of the Catholic church, and fubjefted 
thofe who Ihould hold or teach any contrary opi^? 
nion^ to the heayieft ecclefiaftical genfures. 

Among Luther's followers, this bull, which Mtximi- 
they confidered as an un|uftifiable effort of the ^Tzl^^e 
pope, in order to preferve that rich branch of his ^^ L"th«r. 
revenue which arofe from Indulgences, produced 
little effeft. But, among the reft of his country- 
men, fuch a clear decifion of the fovereign pontiff 
againft him, and enforced by fuch dreadful penal- 
ties, muft have been attended with confequences 
very fatal to hi$ caufe ; if thefe had not been pre- 
vented in a great meafure by the death of the 
emperor Maximilian, whom both his \ principles ^*" ^l^' 

I Skid. Hifl. 12. Luth. Opcr. i. 179. 

and 
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BO^OK and his intereft prompted to fupport the aa« 
v-- i-^^-.^ thority of the holy fee. In confequence of this 
'5*^ event, the vicariat of that pjwt of Gertnany in^hich 
is governed by the Saxon laws, devolved to the 
cleftor of Saxony; and under the fhclter of hi$ 
friendly adminiftration, Luther not only enjoyed 
tranquillity, but his opinions were fuffered, during 
the inter-regnum which preceded Charles's elec-* 
tion, to take root in diflFerent places, and to grow 
up to fome degree of ftrength and firmnefs. At 
the fame time, as the eledlion of an emperor was a 
point more interefting to Leo than a theological 
controverfy, which he did not underftand^ and 
of which he could not forefee the confequences, 
he was fo extremely folicitous not to irritate a 
prince of fuch confiderable influence in the ele£lo- 
ral college as Frederic, that he difcovered a great 
unwillingnefs to pronounce the fentence of excom- 
munication againft LuAer, which his adverfaries 
continually demanded with the moil clangorous 
importunity. 

Sfifpenfion To thefe political views of the pope, as well 
ingt againft as to his natural averfion from fevere meafures, was 
owing the fufpenfion of any further proceedings 
againft Luther for eighteen months. Perpetual 
negociations, however, in order to bring the 
matter to fome amicable iflue, were carried on 
during that fpace. The manner in which thefe 
were conduced having given Luther many oppor- 
tunities of obferving the corruption of the court 
of Rome ; its obftinacy in adhering to eftablifhed 

3 crroKj 
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efrws J and its indifference about truth, however 
clearly propofed, or ftrongly proved, he began to 
utter fome doubts with regard to the divine '5»o- 
orig^al of the papal authority. A public difputa- He iwgini 
don wag held upon this important queftion q«^ftioB*tbe 
at Ldpfic, between Luther. and Eccius, one of fp'^wUki- 
his moft learned and formidable antagonifb ; but 
it was as fruitlefs and indecifive as fuch fcholaftic 
combats ufuaily prove. Both parties bpafted of 
having obtained the viftory; both Were con- 
firmed in their own opinions; and no progrefs 
xns made towards deciding the point in contro- 
verfy *, 

Nor did this- fpirit of oppofition to the doc- Rcromntioa 
trincs and ufarpations of the Romifh church break i]jj]|^'^^* 
out in Saxony alone ; an attack no lels violent, 
and occafioned by the fame caufes, was made 
upon them about this time in Switzerland. The 
Frandfcans being entrufted with the promulgation 
of Indulgences in that country, executed their 
eommiflion with the fame indifcretion and rapa-» ' 
ODufnefs, which . had rendered the Dominicans fo 
odious in Germany. They proceeded, neverthelefs^ 
vddx uninterrupted fuccefs till they arrived at 
Zurich. There Zuinglius, a man not inferior to 
liUther himfelf in zeal and intrepidity, ventured 
to oppofe them} and being animated with a re- 
publican boldnefs, and free from thofe reftraints 
which fubje£tion to the will of a prince impofed 

f Luth. Oper. i. 199, 

on 
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BOOK <3A the German reformer, he advanced witlt 
V— ^-^^ more daring and rapid fteps to overturn the 
1520. whole fabric of the eftablilhed religion *. The 
appearance of filch a vigorous auxiliary, and the 
progrefs which he made, was, at firft, matter of 
great joy to Luther. On the other hand, the 
decrees of the univerfities of Cologne and Lou- 
vain, which pronounced his opinions to be erro- 
neous, afforded great caufe of triumph to his 
advcrfaries- 

Luthcr'i But the uiidatmted fpirit of Luther icqdred 

and*pro- additional fortitude from every inftance of oppo- 

^"^^ fition ; and puftiing on his inquiries and attack 

from one doftrine to another, he b^gan to fliake 

the firmeft foundations on which the wealth or 

power of the church were eftablifhed. Leo came 

at laft to be convinced, that all hopes of reclaiming 

him by forbearance were vain; feveral prelates 

of great wifdom exclaimed no lefs than Luther's 

perfonal adverfaries, againft the pope's unprece* 

dented lenity in permitting an incorrigible he* 

retic, who during three years had been endeavour- 

ing to fubvert every thing facred and venerable, 

ftill to remain within the bofom of the church; 

the dignity of the papal fee rendered the mod 

vigorous proceedings neceffary ;, the new emperor, 

it was hoped, would fupport its authority; nor 

did it feem probable that the eleftor of Saxony 

would fo far forget his ufual caution, as to 

fet himfelf in oppofition to their united power* 

* Skid. Hift. 22. Seckend. 59. 
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The college of cardinals . was often . aflembled, ^ ^^^ 
In order to prepare the fentence with due ^— ^/-*^ 
deliberation, and the ablell canonifts were con- *?*^' 
fulted how it might be expreffed with unex- 
ceptionable formality. At laft, on the fifteenth BuUofer, 

* ' ccmmumca- 

of June, one thpufand five hundred and twenty, tjonpubiifli- 
the bull, fo fatal to the church oiF Rome, was h.rof*"' 
iffued. Forty-one propofitions, extrafted out of 
Luther's works, are therein condemned as h^^e- 
tical, fcandalous, and pfFenfive to pious ears; all 
perfons are forbidden to read his writings, upon 
pain of excommunication ; fuch as had any 
of them in their cuftody are commanded to 
commit them to the flames; he himfelf, if he . 
did not, within fixty days, publicly recant his 
errors, and burn his hooks, is pronounced an 
obftinate heretic ; is excommunicated, and deli- 
vered unto Satan for the deftruftion of his flefh ; 
and all fecular princes are required, , under pain 
of incurring the fame cenfure, to feize his per- 
fon, that he might- be punilhed as his crimes de- 
ferved^ * 

. The publication of this bull in Germany ex- Th^ ^ff«^ 
cited various paffions in different places. Luther's ccimauy, 
adverfaries , exulted, as if his party and opinions 
had been crufhed at once by fuch a decifive 
blow. His followers, whofe reverence for the 
papal authority daily diminiflied, read Leo's 
anathemas with more indignation than terror. 

* Paldvic. 27. LUth. Opcr. 1.423. ' 
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BOOK In fomc cities, the people violently obftrudled th« 

\^.J[!;^ promulgation of the^ bull ; in others, the perfoM 

»5ao. who attempted to publifh it were infulted, and 

the bull itfelf was torn in pieces, and trodden 

under foot \ 

""!w" T^^^^ fcntence, which he had for fome timcf 

Mot. 17, cxpefted, did not difconcert or intimidate Luther* 
After renewing his appeal to the general council, 
he publifhed remarks upon the bull of excom* 
munication ; and being now perfuaded that Leo 
had been guilty both of impiety and injuftice in 
his proceedings againft him, he boldly de* 
clared the pope to be that man of fin, or Anti- 
chrift, whofe appearance is foretold in - the New 
Teftament ; he declaimed againft his tyranny and 
ufurpations with greater violence than ever ; he 
exhorted all Chriftian princes to Ihake off fuch 
an ignominious yoke; and boafted of his own 
happinefs in being marked out as. the objeft of 
ccclefiaftical indignation, becaufe he had ventured 
to affert the liberty of mankind. Nor did .he 
confine his expreflions of contempt for the papal 
power to words alone ; Leo having, in execution 
of the bull, appointed Luther's books to b^ 
burnt at Rome, he, by way of retaliation, affem-i 
bled all the profeffors and ftudents in the uni- 
verfity of Wittemberg, and with great pomp, in 
prefence of a vaft multitude of fpeflators, caft the 
volumes of the canon, law, together with the 

I Seckend. p« ii6. 
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hvil of excommtuucation. into the fiaaes: and book 
his example . was imitated iu fereral cities of <,.^,^mmj 
Germany* The mamier m which he juftified this **"• 
^fldon was itill more offeaiiye dian the a£lion 
itfelf. Having colkded from the canon law 
fome of the moft extravagant propoihions with 
regard to the plenitude and omnipotence of the 
papal power, as well as the fubordination of ail 
fecular jurifdi6Hon to the authority of the holy fee, 
he publiihed thefe with a commentary ; pointing . • 
out the injtpiety of fuch tenets, and their evident 
tendency to fubvert all civil gpvenunent \ 

S.UCH Was the progreis which Luther had made, state o^ the 
and fuch the ftate of his party, when Charles Jw^w*!^ 
artived in Germany. No fecular prince had ^^JJ^ja 
hithoto embraced Luther^s opinions ; no change cermmy. 
in the eftabliihed forms of worfliip had be^n intro- 
duced ; and no encroachments had been made ' 
upon the poffeffions or jurifdidion of the clergy ; 
neither party had yet proceeded to action; and 
the controverfy, though conduced with great 
heat and pafTion on both fides, was (liU carried on 
with its proper weapons, with thefes, difputaitions» 
and repUes. A deep imprefiion, however, was 
made upon the minds of the people; their reve- 
rence for ancient inftitutions and doftrines was 
fhaken ; and the materials were abready fcattered, 
which kindled into the combuftion that foon 
ipread over all Germany. Students crowded from 

^•Luth. Open ii 316* 
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every province of the empire to Wittcntbe*'^ f 
and under Luther bimfelf, Melan£ihon, Carlofla4 
'510; ^^g^ gjjj other mafterd then reckoned eminent^ 
imbibed opinions, which, on their return, they 
propagated among their countrymen, who liftened 
to them with that fond, attention, which truth, 
when accompanied with novelty, naturally com* 
tnands% 

ftcflc^iioM fiuHii^G the dourfc of th^fe tranfafitiofls, thd 
cwidliaof <iodrtof Rome, though under the direction of one 
Koine, pf j|.g ableft pontiffs, neither formed its jfchemes 
with that profound fagacity, nor executed them 
with that fteady perfeverattce^ which had long 
tendered it the iiioft perfeft modd of political 
wifdom to the reft of Europe. When Luther 
began to declaim stgainft Indulgences, two dif* 
Cerent methods of treating him lay before the 
pope ; by adopting one of which, the attempt^ 
it is probable, might have been cmfhed, and by 
the other it might have beeit rendered innocent. 
If Luther's firfl departure from the doftrines of 
the church had inftantly drawn upon him the 
weight of Its cenfufeg, the dr^d of thefe might 
have reftrained the eledor of Saxony from proted* 
ing him, might have deterred the people from 
liftening to his difcourfes, or even naght have 
Overawed Luther himfelf; and his name, like 
that of many good men before his time, would 
now have been known to the world only for hii 

J Scckcnd* 59^ 
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jfetcneft but ill-timed effbirt tb torreOt the corraptioiis B o o k 
of the komifh church* On the other hand, if v,*^ 
the pope had early teftiiied fome difpleafuire with. *fi*'* 
the vices and excefles of the friars' Who had t(een 
employed in publifhing Indulgences j if he had 
forbidden the mentioning of controS^erted points 
in difcourfefi addreffed to the people^ if he 
had enjoined the difputants on both fides to bS 
filent } if he had been careful not to rifqiie the 
credit of the church by defining articles which 
' had hitherto been left undetermined ; Luther 
would, probably, have fl:opt flioit at his firft 
difcoveries : he would not have been forced, iii 
felf-defence, to venture upon new ground, and 
the whole controverfy might poflibly have died 
iiway inj^enfibly ; or, being' confined entirely to the 
fchools, might have been carried on with as little 
detriment to the peace and unity of the Romilh 
thurch, as that which the Francifcans maintain 
'with the JDdminicJans, Concerning the immaculate 
conception, Oi" that between the Janfenifb and 
Jefuits concerning Uie operations of grace* But 
Leo, by fluftuating between thefe oppofite fyflans^ 
and by embracing them alternately^ defeated 
the effefts of both- fey an improper exertioii 
of authority, Luther Was ejcafperated, but not 
refbrained* By a miflaken exercife of lenity, time 
was given for his Opinions to fpread, but no 
progrefs was made towards reconciling him to thd 
church J and even the fentence of excommuni- 
cation, which ^t another junfture might; have been 

Hz decifive^ 
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BOOK dedfive, vrzs delayed fo long, that it became at 
n_^ ^l^. kft fcarceiy an objeft of terror, ^ 

zni upon Such a feries of errors m the meafures of a 

o^* Luther, court feldom chargeable with miftaking its own 
true intereft, is not more aftonifliing than the 
wifdom which appeared in Luther's conduft, 
Th6vigh ^ perfefl: ftranger to the maxims of worldly 
wifdom, and incapable, from the impetuofity of 
his temper, of obferving them, he was led na- 
turally by the method in which he made his 
difcoveries, to carry on his operations in a man- 
ner which contributed more to their fuccefs, than 
if every ftep he took had been prefcribed by thfc 
moft artftil policy. At the time when he fet him* 
felf to oppofe Tetzel, he was far from intending 
that reformation which he afterwards ^e£ked; 
and would have trembled with horror at the 
thoughts of what at laft he gloried in accom- 
pHlhing. The knowledge of truth was not poured 
intb his mind all at onde, by any f|)ecial reve- 
lation ; he acquired it by induftry and meditation, 
and his progrefs, of confequence, was gradual. 
The doftriftes of popery are fo clbfely connefted, 
that the exp'ofing of one error condufted him 
naturally to the detection of others ; and all the 
parts of that artificial fabric were fo united to- 
gether, that the pulling down of one loofened 
" the foundation of the reft, and rendered it more eafy 
to overturn them. In confuting the extravagant 
tenets concerning Indulgences, he was obliged to 

inquire 
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inqmre into the true caufe of our juftifics^on and 

acceptance with God. The knowledge of thsut 

difcovered to him by degrees the inutility of '5*«' 

pilgrimages and penances ; the vanity of relying 

on the interceffion of faints j the impiety of wor^. 

Slipping them ; the abufes of auricular confeffion ; 

and the imaginary exiftence of purgatory. The 

deteftion of fo many errors, led him of courfe to 

confider the charafter of the 5:lergy who taught 

them ; and their exorbitant wealth, the feverc 

injunftion of celibacy,, together with the intolerable 

rigour of monaftic vows, appeared to him the 

great fources of their corruption. From thence, 

it was but one ftep to call in queftion the divine ^ 

original of the papal power, which authorifed 

and fupported fuch a fyftem of errors. As the 

unavoidable refult of the whole, he difclaimed the 

infallibility of the pope, the decifions of fchoolmen, 

or any other human authority, and appealed 

to the word of God as the only ftandard of 

theological truth. To this gradual progrefs Lu- 

ther owed his fuccefs. His hearers were not 

fhocked at firft by any propofitipn too repugnant 

to their ancient prejudices, or too remote from 

eftablifhed opinions. They were conduced in- 

fenfibly from one doftrine to another. Their 

faith and convidion were able to keep pace with 

his difcoveries. To the fame caufe was owing 

the inattention, and even indiflference, with which 

Leo viewed Luther's firft proceedings, A direft , 

or violent attack upon the authority of the church 

would at once have drawn upon Luther the whole 

K3 weight* 
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weight of its vengeance ; but as this was far froiq 
his thoughts, as he continued long to profefa 
great refpefl: for the pope, and made repeated 
offers of fubmiffion to his decifions, there feemed 
to be no reafon for apprehending that he would 
prove the author of any defperate. revolt ; and he 
was fuffered to proceed ftep by ftep, in under^ 
mining the conftitution of the church, until the 
Remedy applied af lall came too late to producji 
any effeft. 


Aft Inquiry BuT whatcver advantages Luther's caufe Ac^, 

MufJ]"* rived either from the miftakes of his adverfaries, 
which con- oj. fj.Qjj^ j^jg Q,^y^ OTQQ J conduft, the fudden pro^ 

f nbuted to '. ^o r ' t • • ' 

fhcprogrcfs grefs an4 firm eft^Lblifhnient qf his doftrmes 
lbrir4i::oa.' niuft not be afcrfbed to thefe alone. The fame 
corruptions in the church of Rome which he 
condenine4, had been attacked long befprg his 
time. The fanxe Qpini9n5 which he now pro- 
pagated, had been pyblifhed in di^erent places^ 
and were fupported by the fame arguments* 
Waldus in the twelfth century, Wickliff in the 
fourteenth, and Hufs in the fifteenth, had in- 
veighed againft the errors of popery with great 
boldnefsj^ and confuted them with more ingenuity 
and learning than could have been expefted in 
thofe illiterate ages in which they flourifhed. 
But all thefe premature attempts towards a re- 
formation proved abortive. Such feeble lights, 
incapable of difpelling the darknefs which then 
covered the .church, were fo.on extinguifhed ; and 
^ough the doftrines of thefe pious men produce^ 

K fome 
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fo'me ipffeds, and left fome traces in the countries 9 o o k 
■where they taught, they were neither extenfive ._ ^ l , ^_j^ 
nor confiderable. Many powerful caufes con- *5*o- 
tributed to facilitate Luther's progrefs, which either 
did not exift, or did not operate with full force 
in their days ; and at that critical and mature 
jun&ure when he appeared, circumflances of every 
kind concurred in rendering each ftep that he took 
fuccefsfuL 

The long and fcandalous fchifm which divided Zwmia 
the church during: the latter part of the four- «J»cfonr- 
teenth, and the beginning of the fifteenth cen- tury. 
tunes, had a great effed in diminifhing the venera- 
tion with which the world had been accuftomed to 
view the papal dignity, l^wo or three contend- 
ing pontiffs roaming: about Europe at a time; 
fawning on the princes whom they wanted to 
gdn ; extorting large fums of money from the 
countries which acknowledged their authority; 
excommunicating tl^eir rivals, and curfmg thofe 
who adhered to them, difcredited their preten«i 
iions .to infallibility, and expofed both their per* 
fens and their ofHce to contempt. The laity, to 
whom all parties appealed, came to learn that 
feme right of private judgment belonged to 
them, and acquired the exercife of it fo far as 
to chufe, among thefe infallible guides, whom 
they would pleafe to follow. The proceedings of 
the councils of Conftance and Bafil fpread this 
difrefpeft for the Romifli fee flill wider, and by 
their bold exertion of authority in depofing and 

JJ^4 defting 
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defting popes, taught men that there was in the 
church a jurifdiflion fuperior even to the ipxpA 
x5»o. power, which they had long believsed to be fupreme. 

Theponti- The wound givcn on that occafion to the papal 

Akwnder Euthority was fcarcely healed up, when the pondp 

Jii« u'^ - ^^^^ ^f Alexander VI. and Julius IL both able 

princes, but deteftable ecclefiaftics^ railed new 

fcandal in Chriftendom. The profligate morals cf 

the former in private life ; the fraud, the injuftice, 

and cruelty of his i^ublic latdminiftratipn, place 

Jiim on a levd with thofe tyrants, whctfe deeds 

are the greateft reproach to humaja nature. The 

Jattor^ though a ftranger to the odious paflioos 

which prompted his predeceffor tO comrait fo 

many unnatural crimes, was under the dcmiiaion 

•of a reftlefs and ungovernable ambition, that 

fcomed all confiderations of gratitude, "of decency, 

cxr of juftice, when they obftrufted theexecutiou 

of his fchcmes. It was hardly poffible to be 

iirmly perfuaded that the infallible knowledge 

of a religion, whofc chief precepts are purity aad 

hiwraliity^ was jdepofited in the breafts of the 

profligate Alexander or the overbearing JuKus. 

The opinion of thofe who exaked the authoJ'i^ 

of a council above fhat of the pope, fprcad 

wcmder&illy under their pontificates : and as the 

empcrot^nd French :kings, who were altcrnatdy 

efigaged in hofl:ilitie8 with thofe zOmc pontiffs, 

permitted and even encouraged their fubjefts to 

expofe their vices ^with ail the violence of inveftivc 

and all the petulance ,of ridicule, men's eats 

being 


EMPEROR CHARLES V. ^37 

bong acctiftomtd to thefe, were not flK)ckcd with b o o k 
the bold or ludicrous difcourfes of Luther ^uad his v,*-^,^^,^ 
followers concerning the papal dignity. '^***' 

NoK were fuch cxceffes confined to the head of The Ihmbo- 
the church alone* Many of the dignified clergy, the ckiftf. 
fecular as well as regular, being the younger fons 
of noble families, who had turned the eccle- 
fiafticai charader for no other reafon but that 
they found in the church ftations of great dignity 
and affluence, were accuftomed totally to neglefk 
the duties of their office, and indulged them*^ 
felves without referve in all the vices to which 
great wealth and idlenefe naturally ^ve birth* 
Though the inferior clerg^ were prevented by 
their poverty from imitating the expenfive luxury 
of thdr fuperiors, yet grofe ignorance and lo*r 
debauchery rendered them as contemptible as the 
other were odious ^ The fevere and unnatural 
law of celibacy, to which both were equally fub- 
jea, occafioned fuch irregularities, that in fevc- 

' The corrupt ftate of the church prior to the Reformatum^ 
is acknowledged by an author, -who was both abundantly 
able to judge concerning this matter, and who was not over* 
forward to confefs it. " For fomc years (Jfays Bellarminc) 
before the Lutheran and Calviniftic herefies were publifked, 
there was not (as contcmpoi'ary authors teftify) any fevcrity 
in ccclefiaflical judicatories, any difcipline with regard to mo- 
rals, any knowledge of facred hterature, any reverence for 
^vine things ; there was not almoil any religion remaining.'* 
Bellarminus Concio xxviii. Oper* torn. vi. col. 396. edit. 
Colon. 1617. apud Gerdefii Hift, Evan. Renovati, vol. u 
P- 25- 

ral 


>5* >rttE ftEiCN OF the: 


BOOK 

It. 


x;xo. 


ral parts of Europe the concubinage of priefti 
was fK>t only permitted, but enjoined. The em- 
ploying of a remedy fo contrary to the precepts 
pf the Chriftian religion, is the ftrongeft proof 
that the crimes it was intended to prevent were 
both numerous and flagrant. Long before the 
fix^eenth century, many authors of great name and 
authority give fuch defcriptions of the diffolute 
morals of the clergy, as feem almoft incredible 
in the prefent age^. The voluptuous lives of 
etcleiiaftics occafioned great fcandal, not only 
becaufe their manners vere inconfiftent with their 
(acred charafter ; but the laity being accuftomed 
to fee feveraj of them raifed from the loweft 
(lations to the greateft affluence, did not fliew 
the feme indulgence to their excefles, as to thofc 
of perfons poffeffed of hereditary wealth or gran* 
deur; and viewing their condition with more 
envy, they cenfured their crinies with greater 

f(?verity, 

• Centum Gravamina Nation. Gemran. in Fafciculo Ra» 
Itxpetend, & fugicndarum, per Ortuinum Gratium, vol. u 
j6i. See innumerable paflages to the fame purpofe in th? 
appendii^, or fecond volume, publiihed by Edw. Brown. Sec 
lalfo Herm. vpnder Hardt, Hift. Lit. Reform, pars iii. and the 
yall cblle^ions of Walchius in hi? foiir volumes of Mpnumcnt^ 
Medii^vi. Gotting. 1757. 

The authors I have quoted enumerate the vices of the clav 
ffy. When they yeijtured upon ^diong manifeflly criminali 
lyc may conclude that they vjrould be lefs fcrupulous wit^ 
|rcfpe(^ to the decorum of behaviour. Accordingly their 
ne^ed of the decent conduft fuitable to their profefIion> 
fecms to haye given great offence. In order to illuftratc this^ 

^ I fli^tt 
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Severity. Nothing, therefore, couifl be Aiorc ac- 
ceptable to Luther's hearers, than the violence with 
which he exclaimed againft the immoralities of ?5»o« 
churchmen, and every perfon in his audience could, 
from his own obfervation, confirm the truth of his 
jnveftives* 

The fcandal of thefe crimes was greatly in- V^J^^'^y 
Creafed by the facility with which fuch as commit- thefe immo. 
ted them obtained pardon. In all the European pardoned, 
kingdoms, the impotence of the civil magiftrate, 
under forms of government extremely irregular 
and turbulent, made it necelfary to relax the 
rigour of juftice, and upon payiAent of a certain 
fine or comppfition prefcribed by law, judges 
were accuftomed to remit farther puniihment, 
even of. the moft atrocious crimes. The court of 
Rome, always attentive to the tneans of aug- 
menting its revenues, imitated this pradicej and. 


I (hall tranfcribe one paflage, becaufe it is taken not from 
any author whofe profeffed purpofe it was to defcribe the 
improper condufl of the clergy ; and who, from prejudice or 
artifice, may be fuppofcd to aggravate the charge againft 
thexn. The emperor Cjiarles IV, in ^ letter to the archbifliop 
of Mentz, A. D. 1359, exhorting him to reform thp diforders 
of the clergy, thus expreffes himfelf : << De Chrifti patrimoniof 
Judos, haftiludia & tomeamenta exercent; habitum militarem 
pum praetextis aureis et argenteis geftant, et calceos militares ; 
comam & barbam nutriunt, & nihil quod ad vitam & ordinen\ 
cccleiiailicum fpc6lat, often4unt. Mihtaribus fe duntaxat & 
fccularibus aflibus, vita & moribus, in fuas falutis difpendiunif 
^ generale populi fcandalum, inrniifcent." Qodex Diploma- 
ticus Anecdotorum, per yal, Fcrd. Gudcnwm, /^Uu voL iii* 
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by a prepoflerbus accommodation of it to reH** 
gious concerns, granted its pardons to fuch tranf- 
151©- greffors as gave a fum of money in order to pur- 
chafe them. As the idea of a compofition for 
•crimes was then familiar, this ftrange traffic was 
fo far from fliocking mankind, that it foon be- 
came general ; and in order to prevent any im- 
, pofition in carrying it on, the officers of the Ro- 
dman chancery publifhed a book, containing the 
predfe fum to be exaded for the pardon ot every 
particular fin. . A deacon, guilty of murder, was 
abfolved for twenty crowns. A bifhop, or ab- 
bot, might affaffinate for three hundred lirres. 
Any ecclefiaftic inight violate his vows of chaftity, 
even with the moft aggravating circumftances, 
for the third part of that fum. ' Even fuch fliock- 
ing crimes as occur feldom in human life, and 
perhaps exift only in the impure imagination of a 
cafuift, were taxed at a very moderate rate. When 
a more regular and perfeft mode of difpenfing juf- 
tice came to. be introduced into civil courts, the 
pradice of paying a compofition for crimes went 
gradually into difufe j and mankind having ac- 
quired more accurate notions concerning religion 
and morality, the conditions on which the court 
of Rome beftowed its pardons appeared impious, 
and weie confidered as one great fource of ecclefi- 
aftical corruption *". 

^ Fafdcul. Rer. expet. & fug. i. 555. J. G. Schelhornii 
•Amatnit. Litcrar. Francof. 1725. vol. ii. 369. DiAion. dc 
Bayle, Artie. Banck & Tuppius. Taxa Cancellar. Roman^i 
'cdit. Francof. 16c i.' paflim^ ^ 

This 
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This degeneracy of manners among the clergf ^^i^*^ 
might have been tolerated, perhaps, ivith greater >— *^^w 
indulgence, if their exorbitant riches and power ^li^^*^ 
had not enabled them, at the fame time, to encroach t«nt wea^b 
on the rights of every other order of men. It id duuchi 
the genius of fuperftition, fond of whatever is pom* 
pons or grand, to fet no bomids to its liberality 
towards perfoQi^ whom it efteems iacred, and to 
think its expreffions of regard defe^tive^ unlefs it 
hath caifed them to the height of wealth and autho* 
rity. Hence flowed the extenfive revenue, and 
jurifdiftion poflefled by the church in every coun- 
try of Europe^ and which were become intolerable 
to the laity, from whofe undifceming bounty they 
were at firft derived. 

The burden, however, of ecclefiaftical opprct P'^1'^ 
fion haid fallen with fuch peculiar weight on the ■»»/> 
Germans, as rendered them, though naturally ex- 
empt from levity, and tenacious of their ancient 
caftom$> more inclinable than any people in £u- 
rope to liften to thofe who called on them to aflfert 
their liberty, During the long conteits betweea 
the popes and emperors concerning the right of 
inveftiture, and the wars which thefe occafioned^ 
mofl: of the confiderable German ecclefiaftics join* 
ed the papal feftion ; and while engaged in rebel- 
lion againft the head of the empire, they feized the 
Imperisd domains and revenues, and ufuiped the 
Imperial jurifdiftion within, their own diocefes. 
Upon the re-eftablifhment of tranquillity, they ftill 
retained thefe ufurpaitions, as if by the length of 

an 
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an unjuft pofleffion they had acquired a kpl 
right to them. The emperors, too feeble to wreft 
*^*®' them out of their hands, werd obliged to grant! 
the clergy fiefs of thofe ample territories, and 
they ^joyed all the immunities as well as ho-* 
nours which belonged to feudal barons* By means 
of thefe, many biihops and abbots in Germany 
were not only ecclefiaftics, but princes, and their 
character and mamiers partook more of the licence 
too frequent among the latter, than of the faJi6ity 
which became the formers 

where the l^Hfi uufcttled ftate of goVefnitteut in Gef- 
fi^i^d a' ittaiiy^ and * the frequent wars to which that coun* 
^^To^f try was expofed, contributed in another manner* 
»>• towards aggrandizing ecclefiaftics. The only pro- 

perty, during thofe timed of anarchy, which en^ 
joyed fecurity from the oppreffion of the great, or 
the ravages of war^ was that which belonged to 
the church* This Was owiii^, not only to the 
great reverence for the facred charafter prevalent 
in thofe ages> but to a fuperftitious dread of the 
fentence of excommunication, which the clergy 
were ready to denounce againft all who invaded 
their poflfeffions* Many obferving this, made a 
furrender of their lands to ecclefiaftics, and con* 
fenting to hold them in fee of the church, oh* 
tained as its vaflals a degree of fafety, which with* 
out this device they were unable to procure.. ^ By 
fuch an increafe of the number of their vaifals, the 

I F. Patd, Hiftory of Eccif fiaft. Benefices, p* ;P7* 
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|icwer of ecclefiaftics received a real and permanent book 
augmfentation ; and as lands, held in fee by the ^^-.^v"^ 
limited tenures conWon in thofe ageis, often return* *5**** 
cd to the perfons on whom the fief depended. Con* 
fiderable additions v^ere made in this way to the 
Jjropeity of the clergy \ 

* 
^n^ folidtude of the clergy in providing for "^^^^ 
llic fafety of theii* own perfons, was ftill greater mttniucsor 
thsUi that which they difplayed in fecuring their 
pofleflions; and their efforts to attain it were 
ftill more fuccefsful. As they were confecrstted 
to the prieftly office with much outward folem- 
nity; were diftinguifhed from the reft of man- 
kind by a peculiar garb and manner of life } 
and arrogated to their order many privileges 
which do not belong to other Chriftians, they ^ 

naturally became 'the objefts of exceffive vene* 
ration. As a fuperftitious fpirit fpread, they 
were regarded a? beings of a fuperior fpecies to 
the profaile laity, whom it would be impious to 
try by the fame kw»> or to fubjedt to the fanie 
jpunifliments. This exemption from civil jurif* 
didtion, granted , ajt firft to ecclefiaftics as . a 
mark of refpe^, they foon claimed as a point of 
right. This valuable immunity of the prieft* 
hood is kflerted, not olily iii the decrees of popes 
and councils, but was confirmed in the moft 

F, Paul, Hift. of Ecclcf. Benef. p. 66, BoulainviJIer!^ 
*Ut de France, torn* i, 169, Lond. 1757. 
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BOOK ample fonxx by many of the greateft emperored 
^-i>>^,.liw As long as the clerical charader remained, the 
i52o» perfon of an ecclefiaftic was in fomc degree fiicred; 
and unlefs he were degraded from his office, the 
unhallowed hand of the civil judge durfl: not touch 
him. But as the power of degradation was lodged 
in the fpiritual courts, the difficulty and expence 
of obtaining fuch a fentence, too often fecured ab- 
fblute impunity to offenders* Many affumed the 
• clerical charafter, for no other reafon than diat 

it might fcreen them from the punifliment which 
their aftions deferved ". The German nobles com- 
plained loudly, that thefe anointed malefaftors, ai 
they called them % feldom fuffered capitally^ evctt 
for the moft atrocious crimes ; and their indepen* 
dence on the civil magiftrate is often mentioned in 
the remonftrances of the diets, as a privilege equal- 
ly pernicious to fociety, and to the morals of the 
clergy. 

•rwrcn. Whilb the clergy afferted Ae privileges of 
«^?hejISr! their own order with fo much zeal, they made 
^f uTtyf continual encroachments upon thofe of the laitf. 
All caufes relative to matrimony, to teftaments, 
to ufury, to legitimacy of birth, as well as thoft 
which concerned eccle^aftical revenues, verc 
thought to be fo ' connefted with religion, thai 

' Goldafti Conftltut. Imperial. Fnmcof. 1673. wL ii. 9^ 
107. 

Rymer's Foedera, voL xiiL 53?. 
Centum Gravam, § $1* 
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tibey could be tried only ia the fpiritual' courts, ^^^^k. 
Not lati^fied with this ample jurifdidion, which '*— -^*^**^ 
extended to one half of the fubjeds that give *^*^ 
life to litigation among men, the clergy, with 
wonderful induftry, and by a thoufand inventions, 
andeayourod tp draw all other caufes into their 
own courts ^ As they had engroffed almoft the 
whole learning known in the dark age^, the fpi- 
litual judges were commonly fo far fuperior in 
IpfiQwl^dge and abilities to thofe employed in the 
fecular courts, thajt the people at firft favoured any 
ftretch tha( was. made to bring their afiairs under 
|the cognizance of a judicature, on the dQcifions 
of which they could rely with more perfcd confi- 
dence than on thofe of the dvil courts. Thus the 
intereft of the church, and the inclination of the 
people, concurring to elude the jurifdidion of the 
fey-magiflrate, foon reduced it almoft to nothing^. 
By means of this, vaft power accrued to ecclefiaf- 
tics, and no inconfiderable addition was made to. 
^heir revenue by the fums paid in thofe ages to the 
perfons who adminiftered juftice. 

The penalty by which the fpiritual courts rhe^ireaj. 
enforced their fentenees, added great weight and o:fpf*uli 
terror to their jurifdidion. The cenfure of ex- «»<»»«»• 
communication was inftituted originally for pre- 
ferving the purity of the church; that obftinate 
oSbnders, whofe impious tenets or profane lives^ 

Giannone Hift. of Naples, book xix. § 3. 
* Centum Gravam. $ 9. 56. 64. 
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were a reproach to Chriftlanity, might be cut oflf 
from the fociety of the faithful : this, ecclefiat 
'^■°' tics did not fcruple to convert into an engine for 
promoting their own power, and they inflifted it 
on the moft frivolous occafions. Whoever de- 
fpifed any of their deciiions, evai concerning 
civil matters, immediately incurred this dreadful 
cenfure, which not only excluded them from all 
the privileges of a Chriftian, but deprived them 
of their rights as men and citizens'*; and the 
dread of this rendered even the moft fierce and 
turbulent fpirits obfequious to the authority of the 
church. 

The dcv-ces Nor did the clergy negleft the prpper methods, 
tic!"o*ie! of preferving the wealth and power which they 
Iflrpl^ons. ^^d acquired with fuch induftry and addrefs. 
The pofleffions of the church, being confecrated 
to God, were declared to be unalienable ; fo that 
the funds of a fociety which was daily gaining, 
and could never lofe, grew to be immenfe. In 
Germany, it was computed that the ecclefiaftics 
had got into their hand$ more than one half of 
the national property ^ In othey countries, th? 
proportion varied; but the fhare belonging to 
the church was every where prodigious. Thefe 
vaft poffeflions were not fubjed to the burdens 
impofed on the lands of the laity. The Ger- 
man clergy were exempted by law from all 


< Centum Gravam. J 34. 
f Ibid. § 28. 
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taxes ' J and If, on any extraordinary emergence, * ^ p ^ 
ecclefiaftics were pleafed to grant foipe aid towards y.^^^.'m^ 
fupplying the public exigencies, this was confider- '^'^ 
ed as a free gift flowing from their own gcnerofity, 
which the civil m^giftrate had no title to demand, 
f^r lefs to exad. In confequence of this ftrange 
folecifm in government, the • laity in Germany had 
the mortification to find themfelves loaded with exr 
ceflive impofitions, becaufe fuch as poflefled the 
greateft property were fr^ed from any obligation to 
fypport or to defend the ftate. 

GiiiEVous, bow^ever, as the exotbitant wealth TbeCer. 
and numerous privileges 01 the clerical order fiaiiicsmoft* 
were to the other members of the Germanic body, „,|^^***"' 
they would have reckonied it - fome mitiga- 
tion of the evil, if thefe had been poflefled only 
by ecclefiaftics refiding among themfelves, who 
would have been lefs apt to make an improper 
ufe of their riches, or to exercife their rights 
with unbecoqiing rigoiir. But the, bifliops of 
Rome having early put in a cjaim, the boldefl 
that ever human ambition fuggefted, of being 
fupreme and infallible heads of the Chriftian 
church ; they, by their profound policy and un- 
wearied perfeverance, by their addrefs in avail- 
ing themfelves of every circumflance which oc- 
curred, by taking advantage of the fupcrflition 
of fome princes, of the neceflities of others, 
?nd of the credulity of the people, at length efta* 

» t 

* Centum Gravam. § 28. v^Goldafti Conft, Imper. ii, 73, 
?p8. PfefTel Hiil. du Droit Publ. 350. 374. 
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90t)S: bliflied their pretenfions, in oppofiti<Mi both to 
-w^v^^ liie interefl and common fenfe of mankind. Ger* 
>5»o« many was the country which tbefe ecclefiaftical 
foverdgns governed with moft abfolute autho* 
rity. They excommunicated and depofed fome 
of its moft illuftrious emperors, and excited their 
fubjeds, their minifters, and even their children, 
to take arms againft them. Amidft thefe con- 
tefts, the popes continually extended their own 
immunities, fpoiling the fecular princes gradually 
of their moft valuable prerogatives, and the Ger» 
man church felt all the rigour of that oppreiffion 
which flows from fubje£Uon to foreign dominion, 
and foreign exadions, 

Nonainated The rig^t of conferring benefices, which the 
popes ufurped during that period of confiifion, 
was an acquifition of great importance, and 
exalted the. ecclefiaftical power upon the ruins 
of the temporal. The emperors and other 
princes of Germany had long been in pofleffion 
of this right, which ferved to increafe both their 
authority and their revenue. But by wrefting 
it out of their hands, the popes were enabled 
to fill the empire with their own creatures ; they 
accuftomed a great body of every princess fub- 
jeds to depend, not upon him but upon the Ro» 
man fee ; they beftowed upon ftrangcrs the richeft 
benefices in every country, and drained their 
wealth to fupply the luxury of a foreign court. 
Even the patience of the moft fuperftitious ages 
ix>uld no longer bear fuch oppreflion } and fo loud 

and 
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and frequent were the complaints and murmurs of book: 
the Germans, that the popes, afraid of urritating w.^,^^^ 
them too for, confented, contrary to their ufual '^*®* 
pradice, to abate fomewhat of their pretenfions, 
and to reft fatisfied with the, right of nomina« 
tion to fuch benefices as happened to foU vacant 
during fix months in the year, leaving the dit 
pofal of the remainder to the princes and other 
legal patrons \ 

But the court of Rome eafily found expedients J^^^ 

for eluding an agreepient which put fuch re- rertraininf 

ftraints on its power. The praftice of referving ofliU^^^ 

certain benefices in every country to the pope's '"•^•^"■** 

immediate nomination, which had been long 

. known, and often complained of, was extended 

for beyond its ancient bounds. All the benefices 

pofleffed by. cardinals, or any of the numerous 

officers in the Roman court ; thofe held by per- 

fons who happened to die at Rome, or within 

forty miles of that city on their journey to or from 

it;, fuch as became vacant by tranflation, with 

many others, were included in the number of re* 

ferved benefices ; Julius 11. and Leo X. ftretch- 

mg. the matter, to the utmoft, often collated to 

benefices where the right of refervation iiad not 

been declared, on pretence of having mentally 

referved this privilege to themfelves. The right 

of refervation however, even with this extenfion, 

had certain limits, as it could be exercifed only 

' F. Paul, Hift. of Ecdef. Benef. 204. Gold. Conftit. 
Imper. 1.408, 
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BOOR, where the benefice was actually vacant ; and theif^* 
\_>- ;'-._' fore^ in order to render the exertion of papa) 
»5»o, power \inbounded, expeflative graces^ or mandates 
nominating a perfon to fucceed to a benefice upon 
the firft vJtcancy that fhould happ^, were brought 
into ufe. By means of thefe, Germany was filled 
with pcrfons who were fervilely dependent on the 
court of Rome, from which they had received 
fuch reverfionary grants ; princes were defrauded^ 
in a great degree, of their prerogatives ; the 
rights of lay-patrons were pre-occupied, and ren- 
dered almoft entirely vain "* 

Vcftaiityqf The msEnuer in which thefe extraordinary 
Rome. powers Were exertifed, rendered them ftill more 
odious and intolerable. The avarice and extor-^ 
tion of the court of Rome, were become exceffive 
almoft to a proverb. The pra^ice of felling be- 
nefices was fo notorious, that no pains were taken 
to Goncesd or to difguife it^ Companies of mer- 
chants openly purchafed the benefices of different 
diftrifts in Germany from the pope's miniftery, 
and retailed them at an advanced price \ Piou^ 
men beheld with deep regret thefe fimoniacal 
tranfaftions, fo unworthy the minifters of a chrif- 
tian church ; while politicians complained of the 
lofs fuftained by the exportation of fo much wealth 
in that irreligious traffic. 

'• Centtim Gravam. § 21. Fafcic. Rer. cxpet. &c. 334. 
Gold. Conft. Imper. i. 391. 404, 405. F. Paul^ Hift, of 
JEccl. Benrf. 167. 199. 

J Fafcic. Rer. cxpet. i. 3^9. 
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^HU fums, indeed, which the court of Rome book 

drew by its ftated and legal impofidons from all ^^1„ ^ 

the comitries acknowledging its authority, were M*<=^- 


fo confiderable, that it is not ftrange that princes, other coun^ 
as well as their fubjeds, murmured at the fmalleft "iStb. ' 
addition made to them by unneceflary or illicit 
means. Every ecclefiaftical perfon, up6n his ad« 
miilion to his benefice, paid uhnatsy or oiiei year's 
produce of his living, to the pope; and as that 
tax was exaded with great rigour, its amount was 
very great. To this muft be adde4, the frequent 
demands mad^ by the popes of free gifts from 
the clergy, together with the extraordinaiy levies 
of tenths upon ecclefiaftical benefices, on pre- 
tence of expeditions againft the Turks, feldom 
intdnded^ Or catticid into execution ; aftd from the; 
whole, the vaft proportion of the revenues of the! 
church, which flowed continually to Rome, may 
be eftiraated* 

Such were the diffolute manners, the exorbi- Thei<n?t«J 
tant wealth, the enormous power and pnvileges there caai^ 
of the clergy before the Reformation ; fuch the 
bppreflive rigour of that dominion which the 
popes had eftabliflied over the chriftian world; 
and fuch the fentiments concerning them that 
prevailed in Germany at the beginning of the fix- 
teenth century. Nor haS; this fketch been copied 
from the controverfial writers of that age, who, 
in the heat of difputation, may be fufpefted of 
having exaggerated the errors, or of having mif- 
i*eprefented the condufl: of that church which the^ 

L 4 labdured 
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^^11?^ laboured to overturn; it h fonhed upon more 
^-— -v---^ authentic evidence, vipon the memorials dnd re- 
^^^^' monftrances of the Imperial diets, enumerating 
the grievances under which the empire groaned^ 
in order to obtain the redrefs of them. Diflatif- 
fadion muft have rifen to a great height among 
the people, when thefe grave aiTemblies expreflfed 
themfelves with that degree of acrimony which 
aboimds in their ranonftrances ; and if they de- 
manded the abolition of thefe enormities with fo 
much vehemence, the people, we may be affured, 
uttered their fentiments and defires in bolder and 
more virulent language. 

Wen pre- To men thus prepared for fliaking off the 

embrace Lu- yoke, Luthcr addreffed himfelf with certainty of 
nions/^ " fuccefs, As they had long felt its weight, and 
had borne it with impatience, they liftened with 
joy to the firft offer of procuring them deliver- 
ance. Hence proceeded the fond and eager re- 
ception that his doftrines met with, and the ra- 
pidity with which they fpread over all the pro- 
vinces of Germany. Even the impetuofity and 
*e^«. fiiercentfs of Luther's fpirit, his confidence in 

afferting his o\m. opinions, and the arrogance as 
well as contempt wherewith he treated all who 
differed from him, whicfh, in ages of greater 
moderation and refinement, have been reckoned 
defeds in the charader of that reformer, did not 
appear exqeffive to his contemporaries, whofe 
minds were ftrongly agitated by thofe interefting 
XOBtroverfie$ which he carried on, and who had 

themfelves 
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dianfelves endured the rigour of papal tyranny, book 
and feen the corruptions in the church agaanft ^.^.^^'-m^ 
which he excl^med. ■^*^* 

Nor were they offended at that grofs fcurrility 
with which his polemical writings are filled, or 
at the low buffoonery which he fometimes in- 
troduces into his graveft difcourfes. No difpute 
was managed in thofe rude times without a large « 
portion of the ^rmer ; and the latter was common, 
even on the moil folemn occafions, and in treating 
the moft facred fubjefts. So fer were either of 
thefe from doing hurt to his caufe, that invedive 
and ridicule had fome effed, as well as more laud- 
able arguments, in expofing the errors of popery, 
and in determining mankind to abandon diem. 

Besides all thefe canfes of Luther's rapid Theeffea 
progrefs, arifing from the nature of his enterprife, femion of 
and the juncture at which he undertook it, he the"p,o|,S ^ 
reaped advantage from fome foreign and adventi- J^^J^j 
tious circumftances, the beneficial influence of 
vhich none of his forerunners in the fame courfe 
had enjoyed. An^ong thefe may be reckoned the 
invention of the^ art of printing, about half a 
century before his time. By this fortunate^ dif- 
coyery, the fecility of acquiring and of propa- 
gating knowledge was wonderfully increafed, and 
Luther's books, which mufl otherwife have made 
their way ffowly and with uncertainty into diftant 
countries, fpread at once all over Europe. Nor 
vere they read only by the rich and the learned, 

I who 


/ 


BOOK who alone had accefs to books before that inverw 

^-^--/■^ tion ; they got into the hands of the people, Ts^ho^ 

^5ao« upon this appeal to them as judges, ventured tt) 

examine and to rejeft many doftrines which they* 

had formerly been required to believe, without 

being taught to underftand them. 

J^iwVrf ^^^ revival of learning at the fame period was 
kaioiDi. a circumllance extremely friendly to the Re- 
formation. The ftudy of the ancient Greek and 
Roman authors, by enlightening the human mind 
\vith liberal and found knowledge, roufed it 
from that profound lethargy in which it had been 
funk during feveral centuries. Mankind feenl, 
at that period, to have recovered the powers of 
enquiring and of thinking for themfelves, faculties 
of which they had long loft the ufe ; and fond 
' of the acquifition, they exercifed them with great 

boldnefs upon all fubjefts. They were hot iio\<r 
afraid of entering an uncommon path, or of 
embracing a new opinion- Novelty appears ra- 
ther to have been a recommendation of a doftrine ; 
and inftead of being ftartled when the daring 
hand of Luther drew afide, or tore the /Veil 
which covered and eftablifhed errors, the genius 
of the age applauded and aided the attempt. 
Luther, though a. ftranger to elegance in tafte or 
compofition, zealoufly promoted the cultivation 
of ancient literature; and fenfible of its being 
neceffary to the right underftanding of the fcrip- 
tures, he himfelf had acquired confiderable 
knowledge both in the Hebrew and Greeie 

tongues* 
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tohgues. Melanfthon, and fome other of his book 
difciples, were eminent proficients in the polite s^^^.,^ 
arts; and as the fame ignorant monks who 'S*^- 
oppofed the introdu&ion of learning into Germany, 
fet themfelves with equal fiercenefs againft Lu-* 
ther's opinions, and declared the good reception? 
of the latter to be the effed of the progrefs which 
the former had made, the caufe of learning and 
of the Reformation came to be confidei:ed as 
clofely conneded with each other, and, in every 
country, had the fame friends and the lame ene* 
mies. This enabled the reformers to carry on 
the conteft at firft with great fuperiority. Erudition, 
induftry, accuracy of fentiment, purity of com- 
pofition, even wit and raillery, were almoft wholly 
on their fide, and triumphed with eafe over 
illiterate monks, whofe rude arguments, expreffed 
in a perplexed and barbarous ftyle, were found 
infulEcient for the defence of a fyftem, the errors 
of which, all the art and ingenuity of its later 
and more learned advocates h^ve not be^n able 
to palliate. 

TrtAT bold fplrit of inquiry, which the revival J'"*^^^*^^*^ 
of learning excited in Europe, was fo favourable ^.*»o <«'«<» ooi 
to the Reformation, that Luther was aided in bk Lcei^* 
progrefs, and mankind were prepared to embrace 
his dodrines, by perfons who did not wifli 
fuccefs to his undertaking. The greater part of 
Ae ingenious men who applied to the ftudy of 
wicient literature towards the clofe of the fifteenth 

century, 
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Booic century, and the beginning of the fixteenth^ 
'.^^^ though they had no intention, and perhaps no 
^SP^' wifli, to overturn the eftabliflied fyftem of religion, 
had difcovered the abfurdity of many tenets and 
praftices authprifed by the church, and perceived 
the futility of thofe arguments by which illiterate 
monks endeavoured to defend them. Their 
contempt of thefe advocates for the received 
errors, led them frequently to cxpofe the opinions 
which they fupported, and to ridicule their igno- 
rance with great freedom and feverity. By this, 
men were prepared for the more ferious attacks 
made upon them by Luther, and their reverence 
both for the dodnnes and perfons againft whom 
he inveighed, was confiderably abated. This 
was particularly the cafe in Germany. When 
ihe firft attempts were made to revive a tafte 
for ancient learning in that country, the eccle- 
(iaftics there, who were ftill more ignorant than 
their brethren on the other fide of the Alps, 
fct themfelves to oppofe its progrefs with more 
adive zeal ; and the patrons of the new ftudies, 
in return, attacked them with greater violence. 
In the writings of Reuchlin, Hutten, and the 
other revivers of learning in Germany, the ccmt- 
ruptions of the church of Rome are cenfured with 
an acrimony of ftyle, Uttle inferior to that of 
Luther himfelf ^» 

/f Gerdefios Hift. Etang. Renov. voL i. p. 141* 157. 
$eckend. lib. i.p. 103. Yonder Hardt» Hift. Litenur. Rcfinrn^ 
parsii. 

From 
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Fr,om the fame caufe proceeded the frequent book 
ftriftures of Erafmus upon the errors of the y^^^L^ 
church, a$ well as upon the ignorance and vices p^^^^i^*^ 
of the clergy. His reputation and authority Ertfinus. 
were fo high in Europe at the beginning of the 
lixteenth century, and his works were read with 
fuch univerfal admiration, that the efFeft of thefc 
deferves to be mentioned as one of the circum- 
ftances which contributed confiderably towards 
Luther's fuccefs. Erafmus, having been deflined 
for the church, and trained up in the knowledge 
of ecclefiaftical literature, applied himfelf more 
to theological inquiries than any of the revivers 
of lea.ming in that age. His acute judgment 
and extenfive erudition enkbled him to difcover 
many errors, both in the do&rine and worfhip 
of the Romifh church. Some of thefe he con- 
futed with great folidity o( reafoning and force 
of eloquence. Others he treated as objefts of 
ridicule, and turned againft them that irr^ftible 
torrent of popular and fatirical wit, of which he 
had the command. There was hardly any opl- 
nion or prttftice of the Romifh church which 
Luther endeavoured to reform, but what had 
been previoufly animadverted upon by Erafmus, 
^and had afforded him fubjeft either of cenfure 
or of raillery. Accordingly, when Luther firft 
began his attack upon the church, Erafmus feemed 
to applaud his conduft;. he courted the friendlhip 
of feveral of his difciples and patrons, and con- 
demned the behaviour and fpirit of his adver- 

farifes. 
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BOOK fanes \ He concurred openly with him in inveighing 

.v-i^ ^.^ againft the fchool divines, as the teachers of a fyfteim 

^5*«- equally unedifying and obfcure. He joined him 

in endeavouring to turn the attention of men to 

the ftudy of the holy fcriptures, as the only ftandard 

of religious truth % 

Various circumftances, however, prevented 
Erafmus from holding the fame courfe with Luther. 
The natural timidity of his temper; his want of 
that ftrength of mind which alone can prompt 
a man to affume the charafter of a reformer ** ; his 
exceffive deference for perfons in high flation; 
his dread of Jofing the penfions and other emolu- 
ments, which their liberality had conferred upon 
him ; his extreme love of peace, and hopes of 
reforming abufes gradually, and by gentle methods, 
all concurred in determining him not only to 
reprefs and to moderate* the zeal with which he 
had once been animated againft the errors of the 

•'. 

. * Seckend* lib. i. p. 40. 96. 

* Voijder Hardt. Hiftor. Litcraf . Reform, pars i. GcrdcC 
Hift. Evang. Renov. i. 147. 

* Erafmus himfelf is candid enough to acknowledge this : 
" Luther,'* fays he, " has given us many a wholcfome do£lrine, 
and many a good counfel. I wilh he had not defeated the 
cfFedl of them by intolerable faults. But if he had written 
every thing in the moft unexceptionable manner, I had ro in- 
clination to die for the fake of truth. Every man hath not 
the courage i*equifite to make a martyr ; and I am afraid, that 
if I were put to the trial, I (hould imitate St, Peter." Epift- 
Erafnii in Jortin's Life of Erafm. vol. i. p. 273. 

church, 
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church*, but to affume the. charafter of a me- 
diator between Luther and his opponents. But 
though Erafmus foon began to cenfure Luther 
as too daring and impetuous, and was at laft 
prevailed upon to write againft him, he muft, 
neverthelefs, be confidered as his forerunner and 
au3dliary in this war upon the church. He firfl 
fcattered the feeds, which Luther cherifhed and 
brought to maturity. His raillery and oblique 
cenfures prepared the way for Luther's inveftives 
and more direft attacks. In this light Erafmus 
54>peared to the zealous defenders of the Roniifh 
church in his own times *». In this light he muft 
be confidered by every perfon converfant in the 
hillory of that period, 

l^ this long enumeration of the circumftances 
vhich combmed in favouring the progrefs of 
Luther's opinionsr, or in weakening the refiftance 
of his adverfaries, I have avoided entering into 
any difcuffion of the theological doftrines of popery, 
and have not atterripted to fbew how repugnant 
they are to the fpirit of Cbriftiariity, and how 
deftitute of any .foundation in reafon, in the 
word of God, or in the praftice of the primitive 
church, leaving thofe topics entirely tp ecclefiaftical 
hiftorians,' to whofe province they peculiarly be* 
long. But when we add the effed of thefe religious 
<;onfiderations to the influence of political caufes, 

* Jortin's Life of Erafmus, vol. i. p. 258. 

f Vender Hardt, Hill. Litcrar. Reform, pars i. p. 2. 

it 
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BOOK it is obvious that the united operation ef bodi 
il^,'-^ on the human mind muft have been fudden 
»5«>- and irrefiftible. Though, to Luther's contem-* 
poraries, who were too near perhaps to the fc«ie, 
or too deeply interefted in it, to trace caufes with 
accuracy, or to examine them wth coolnefe, the 
rapidity with which his opinions fpread, appeared 
to be fo unaccoimtable, that fome of them im- 
puted it to a certain uncommon and malignant 
pofition of the ftars, which fcattered the fpirit 
of giddinefs and innovation over the world ' ; 
it .is evident, that the fuccefs of the Reforma- 
tion was the natural effed: of many power- 
ful caufes prepared by pecuUar Providence, and 
happily confpiring to that end. This attempt to 
inveftigate thefe caufes, and to throw light on 
an event fo fingular and important, will not, 
perhaps, be deemed an unnecefiary digref- 

fion. ^I return from it to the courie of the 

hiftory. 

Proc««iiiig« The Diet at Worms cpndufted its delibera- 
at Worms, tions with that flow formality peculiar to fuch 
affemblies. Much time was fpcnt in eilabliihing 
fome regulations with regard to . the internal 
police of the empire. The jurifdiftion of the 
Imperial chamber was confirmed, and the forms 
of its proceeding rendered more fixed and regular. 
A council of regency was appointed to afGft Fer- 
dinand in the government of the empire during 

♦Jovii HiftoriayLut. 1553. fol. p. 134. - 

any 
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I 

I 

4ny dccafional abfence of the emperor} which ^^^J^ 
from the extent of the emperor's dominions, as ^^— .^-^ 
well as the multiplicity of his affairs, was an '^*'* 
event that might be frequently expeded K The 
ftate of religion was then taken into coniider- 
ation* There were not, wanting fome plaufible 1^^Jl^\ 
reafons which might have induced Charles to with regard 

n to Lttthcr* 

have declared himfelf the proteftor of Luther's 
caufe, or at leafl: to have connived at its pro- 
grefs. If he had pofleffed no other dominions but 
thofe which belonged to him in Germany, and 
no other crown befides the Imperial, he might 
have been difpofed, perhaps, to favour a man, 
who aflerted fo boldly the privileges and immu-> 
nities £pr which the empire had flruggled fo 
long with the popes. But the vaft and dan-^ 
gerous fchemes Which Francis L was forming 
againit Charles, ma4e it neceifary for him to 
regulate his. condudt by views more extenfive 
than thofe which would have fuited a German 
prince J and it being of the utmoft importance 
to fecure the pope's friendfhip, this determined 
him to treat Luther with great feverity, as the 
moft effeftual method of foothing Leo into a 
concurrence with his mdafures. His eagemefs 
to accomplifli this, rendered him not unwilling 
to gratify the papal legates in Germany, who 
infilled that, 'without , any delay or formal deli- 
beration, the diet ought to condemn a man 

' Popt. Heuter. Rcr. Auftr. lib', via. c 1 r# p. X95. Pfeffid 
Abrege CKronol. p. 598. 
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vliom the pope had atlready excomtnntiicated' 
a$ an inoxnigible heretic* Such an alxnpC 
manner of proceeding, howerer, being deemed 
luiprecedented and unjuft by the membevs c^ the 
diet, they made a point c^ Luther's appearing in 
perfon, and declanng whether he adhered or not 
to thofe opini(»is which had drawn upoft him 
the cenfures of the church ^ Not only the 
emperor, but all the princes through whofe terri* 
tones he had to pafs, granted him a Mt^ 
condu^ ; and Charies wrote to him at the £une 
time, requiring his immediate attendance on the 
diet, and renewing his promifes c^ prote^icm from 
any injury or violence \ Luther did not hefitate 
cme moment about yi^ing obedience, and fe( 
out for Worms, attended by the herald who had 
brought the emperor's letter and iafeconduft. 
While on his journey, many of his friends, whcHn 
the fate of Hufs under fimilar circumftances, 
and notwithftanding the fame fecurity of an fin-^ 
perial fafe-conduft, filled with folicitude, advifed 
and entreated him not to rufh wantonly into 
the midft of danger. But Luther, fuperior to 
ftich terrors, filenced them with this reply, **I 
am lawfully called," faid he, "to appear in 
tfiat city, and thither will I go in the name of 
the Lord, though as many devils, as there are 
tiles on the houfes, were diere combined againft 


me 


1 1» 


* P. Mart. Ep, 722. 
^'Luth. Open ii« 412. 


^ LutL Oper« u. 41U 

Ths 
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T^E recepticMi which he met with at Worms, 
y^is fuch as he might have reckoned a. full 
reward of all his labours, if vanity and the lov€ nu'wcp. 
of applaufe had been the principles by which he ^"^^^ 
was influenced. Greater crowds aflembled to be- 
hold him, than had appeared at the emperor's 
public entry ; his apartments were daily filled with 
princes and perfohages of the higheft rank^, and 
h^ was treated with all the refpe£t paid to thofe 
who pofiefs the power of diredHng the underftand- 
ing and fentiments of other men ; an homage, 
more fincere, as well as more flatteriilg, than any 
which pre-eminence in birth or condition can 
command. At his appearance before the diet, TheiMQacr 
he behaved with great decency, and with equal p^me.' 
firmnefs. He readily acknowledged an excefs 
of vehemence and acrimony in his controverlial 
writings, but refufed to retraft his opinions, un- 
lefs he were convinced of their falfehlood ; or to 
tonfent to their being tried by any other rule than 
the word of God. When neither threats nor 
entreaties could prevail on him \o depart from 
this refolution, tfome of the ecclefiaftics pro- 
pofed to imitate the example of the council of 
Conftance, and by punifliing the author of this 
peftilent herefy, who was now in their power, to 
ddiver the church at once from fuch an evil. 
But the members of the diet refufing to expofe 
the German integrity to frefli reproach by a fecond 
violatioa of public faith; and Charles being no 

^ Seckend. 156. Luth. Opec M. 414. 

M2 lefs 
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lefs unwilling to bring a ftain upon the begm- 

ning of his adminiftration by fuch an ignominious 

»sa». adion, Luther was permitted to depart in fafety ^ 

April «6. A few days after he left the city, a fevere 

him. **"° cdift was publifhed in the emperor's name, and 

by authority of the diet, depriving him, a$ an 

obdinate and excommimicated criminaL of all the 

privileges which he enjoyed as a fubjeO: of the 

empire, forbidding any prince to harbour or 

protedl him, and requiring all to concpr in feizing 

his perfon as foon as the term fpecified in his fafe^ 

conduft was expired ". 

Fc?ffei«i^d But this rigorous decree had no confiderable 
•"wlldwrg. effefk, the execution of it being prevented, partly 
by the multiplicity of occupations which the 
commotions in Spain, together with the wars in 
Italy and the Low' Countries, created to the 
emperor; and partly by a prudent precaution 
employed by the eleftor of Saxony, Luther'^ 
faithful and difceming patron. As Luther, on 
his return front Worms, was paffing near Alten- 
ftein in Thuringia, a number ' of horfemen in 
malks ruftied fuddenly out of a wood, where the 
eledor had appointed them to lie in wait for him^ 
and furrounding his, company, carried him, after 
difmiffing all his attendants, to Wartburg, a 
ftrong caftle not far diftant. There the eledor 
• ordered him to be fupplied with evety thing n^ 

* Paul, Hift. of Counc. p. 13. Scckend. 160. 

* Gold. Conil* Imperial* ii. 408* 

ceflary 
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ceflkry or agreeable, but the place of his retreat 
•tvas carefully concealed, until the fury of the 
prefeint ftorm againft him began to abate, upon »5»«» 
a change in the political fituation of Europe. In 
this foUtude, where he remained nine months, and 
which he frequently called his Patmos, after the , 
name of that ifland to which the apoftle John was 
banifhed, he exerted his ' ufual vigour and induftry 
in defence of his do^rines, or in confutation of his 
adverfaries, publifhing feveral treatifes, which- re- 
eved the fpirit of his followers, aitoniihed to a 
great degree, and disheartened, at the fudden dif- 
^ppearance of their leader. 

During his confinement, his opinioiis continued J^^f |^^ 

to gain ground, acquiring the afcendant in almoft 

every city in Saxony. At this time, the Augufti- 

nians of Wittemberg, with the approbation of the 

univerfity, and the connivance of the eledor, 

ventured upon the firft ftep towards an alteration 

in the eftablifhed forms of public wbrfliip, by 

abolifliiiig the celebration of private maiTes, and 

by giving the cup as yell as the brea/d to the laity 

in adimniilering the facrament of the Lord's 

fupper* 

I 

Whatever confolatlon the courage and fuccefs ^^^.f 
of his difciples, or the progrefs of his doftrines firyofParii 
in his own country, afforded Luther in his retreat, thcmT "* 
he there received information of two events which 
ponfiderably damped his joy, aa they feemed to 
lay infuperable obftacles in the way of propa- 

M3 gating 
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BOOK gating bis jHinciples, |n the two mod pow^ol 
»_,-^^. kingdoms of Europe. One wa^, a folenm c^ 
is*^ crce, condenuoing bis opinions, published by 
the lu^verfity of Paris^ the moft ancient^ aii4f 
at that time, the mofl: refpedable of the leamec} 
Kerry viii. focieti^s in Europe. The othea: was the anfvrer 
n^nA written to bis book coiKeming the Babyloaslb 
them. captivity by Henry VIIL of England. -Tl^ 
monarch, h^iying b^^ educated ixfd^ ^6 ey« 
of a fuIfHcious &th^r, who, in order to f^^vent 
his attending to bufia^, kept l^ occ^>i^ m 
the ftudy of literature, itiU retted a grei^ 
' love of learning, and ft]:onger habits of appUcalJoa 
to it, than are common among princes of fo 
adive a difpofition and fuch violent p£^ons« 
Being ambitious of acquiring glory of every kindt 
as well as zealoufly attached to the {tomi^ 
church, and highly exaiperated againft I^udM?,^ 
who had .treated Thomas Aquina$, his favouiit^ 
author, with great contanpt, Henry did not thosk 
it enough to es;ert his Foyal audaprity in (^ 
pding the opinions of the reformer, b¥tl refplved 
likevdfe to combat tb^m wth ff:hQlaftic we^p(»is« 
With tlus v^w he publifhed his treatife oi^ the 
Seven Sacraments, which, thougl^ forgQttea it 
prefent, as books of controverfy sJvirays arc, 
when the occafion that produced them is paft, 
is not deftitute. of polemical ingenuity and acut^ 
nei3, and was repicfented by the fla,ttery of his 
courtiers to be a work of fuch wonderful fcience 
and learning, as exalted him no lefs above oth^r 
authors in merit, than he was didii^uiih^ apiong 

3 thera 
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tbekq.' bf ins ranlu The pope^ to whom it 
ms prefented widi die greateft formality in full 
confiftofy^ fpoke of it in fuch term^^ as if it 's*^ 
hacl been di&ated by immediate infpiration ; and 
as a teftimony of the gratitude of the church 
fer his extraordinary seal^ conferred on him the 
tMc of Defender of the Faith^ an appeilarion 
which Henry foon fotfdted in the opinion cf 
thole from whom he derived it, and which is 
{till retamed by his fucc^l&rs, though the avowed , 
enemies of thofe opinions, by contending fot 
which he merited that honourable diftintffioh/ 
Liidiefe'9 who was not orerawed, athef by the Lmher'i 
authority of the Univerfity, or the dignity of J2j,*° 
the Monaith) fixm pubfilhed his anhnadrerfionsf 
on both, in a ftyle no lefs Vehement and fevere^ 
liian he would have tsded in confuting his meaneft 
sAtagomft. This mdecent bolchxefs, inft^ of 
fliocking his contemporaries, was confidered by 
tbem as a new proc^ of his undaunted fpirjft. A 
controverfy managed bv dSptitants fo illuihious^ 
drew univet&I attention ; and fuch was the con« 
tagion c^ the fj^iit of innovation, difiufed through 
Europe m that age, atid fo powerfitl the evidence 
wfaidi accompanied the dodrines of the reformers 
en their firft publication, that, in fpite both of the 
dvil^ and ecclefiaftical powers combined againfl 
them, they daily grimed c:onv^$ both 9 France 
»nd in £ngiandf 

How deiirous foever the emperor might be stit«of 
to put a ftop to Luther's progrefs, he was often Jwwn 

^ M 4 obUged, S'a'Fr-.i. 
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BOOK obliged, during the diet at Worms, to turn his 
v,».vw thoughts to matters ftill more interefting, and 
'5*'- which demanded more immediate attention* A 
war was ready to break out between him and 
the French king in Navarre, in the Low Countries, 
and in Italy ; and it required either great addrefs 
to avert the danger, or timely and wife precautions 
to refill it. Every circumftance, at that junfturc, 
inclined Charles to; prefer the former meafurc 
Spain was torn with inteftine commotions. In 
Italy, he had not hitherto fecured the aififlance 
of any one ally. In the Low Countries, his 
fubyeds trembled at the thoughts of a rupture 
with Franpe, the fatal effe^ of. which on thdr. 
comnj^ce they . had often experienced. Front 
thefe confiderations, as well as from the folicitude 
of Chievres, during his whole adminiflration, to 
maintain peace between the two monarchs, pro- 
ce^d^d the emperor's, backwardnefs to commence 
boftilities. But Francis and his miniilers did 
not breathe the fame pacific fpirit. He eafily 
forefaw that concord could not long fubfift* 
where intsereft, emulation, and ambitioa confpired 
to diffolve it ; and he poffeifed feveral advan- 
tages which fluttered him with the hopes of 
furprifing his rival, and of overpowerixjg him be^ 
fore he could put himfelf in a pofture of defence, 
The French king's dominion^, from their com- 
pa6t fituation, from their fubjeftion to the royal 
authority, from the genius of the people, fond 
of war, and attached to their {bvereign by 
every tie of duty and affeftion, were more ca- 
pable 
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pable of a great or fudden cflFort, than the larger bo o k 

but difunited territories of the emperor, in one v^^-^Z-. 

part of which the people were in iarms againft his ^s*** 
minifters, and in all his prerogative was more K- 
mited than that of his rival. 


The only princes, in whofe power it Was to have Henry rm, 

favours t 
enper«r« 


kept down, or to have extinguiflied this flame on ^*'****" ^ 


its firft appearance, either neglefted to exert them- 
felves, or were a^ve in kindling and fpreading 
it. Henry VIII. diough he affefted to affume the 
name of mediator, and both parties made frequent 
appeals to him, had laid afide the impartiality 
which fuited that charafter. Wolfey, by his arti- 
fices had eftranged himfdf fo entirely from the 
French king, that he fecretly fomented the difcord 
which he ought to have compofed, and waited only 
for fome decent pretext to join his arms to thofe of . 
the emperor ". 

Leo's endeavours to excite difcord between i*« ^«fi- 
die emperor and Francis were more avowed, t!iZntht 
and had greater influence. Not t>nly his ^ duty, "^*^** 
as the common father of Chriftendom, but his 
interefl as an Italian potentate, called upon the 
pope to a£t as the guardian of the public tran- 
quillity, and to avoid any meafure that might 
overturn the fyftem, which, after much blood- 
flied, and many negociations, was now eflablifli- 
ed in Italy. Accordingly Leo, who inftantly 

•Herbert. Fiddes'g Life of Wolfey, 258. 

difcerned 
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diicemed the txrojHieCy cf diis coaduft^ lod 
formed a fcheme, upon Cfaark^'ft promotion lo 
'5*'* the Imperial dignity, of rendermg himfelf die 
umpire between the rivsUs, by ibothing them aU 
temately, while he ent»^ into no clofe co^ 
federacy with either ; and a pontiff* lefs ambi- 
tious- and enterprifing, might ,bave &ved Eu- 
rope from many calamities by adhering to this 
plan. But this high-fpuited prelate, who was 
ftill in the prime of life, longed paiEonately to 
diftinguifh his pontijficate by fome fylendid a£Bon« 
He was impatient to wafli away the mfamy of 
havii]^ bft Ptona and ' Placentia, the acquifi* 
tion of which refleded fo much luflxe on die 
adminiftration of his predecefiSur Julius. Us 
beheld, with the indignation natural to ItaJixa^ 
in that age, the dominion which the Tran&l- 
pine, or as they, in imitation of the Roman arro 
gance, denominated them, the barbarous nations, 
had attained in Italy. He flattered himfelf, that 
after affifting the one monarch to ftrip the other 
of his pofleflions in that country, he might fiB4 
means of driving otit the vidor in his turn, and 
acquire the glory of reftoring Italy to the Kbcrty 
and happinefs which it had enjoyed before tb^ 
invafion of Charles VIIL when every ftate wt 
governed by its native princes, or its own laws, 
and unacquainted with 3^ foreign yoke. Extra* 
vagant and chimerical as this projed may feem^ 
it was the favourite objefl: of almoft every Italian 
eminent for genius or enterprife during great 
part of tlie fixteenth century. They, vainly hoped, 

diat 
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that by.fuperior ikill in the artifices and refine^ book: 
spents of negodation, they fhould be able to 
baffle tl^ eSbm of nadxms, kfs polifiied indeed. >i«<* 
than themfeke&y hut mucb more powerful and 
warlike. $p alluring was the proved of this, to 
X^eo, that notwithftanding the gentlenefs of his 
-difpofiticH), and his foodnefs for the ples^ures of 
a refined and luxurious eafe, he haftened to dif^ 
turb the peace of Europe, and to plunge himfelf 
into a dangerous war, with an impetuofity fcarc^ly* 
inferior to that of the turbulent and martial Ju« 
Uug% 

It was in Leo*s power, however, to chufc . 
which of the monarchs he would take for his 
confederate againfl the other. Both of them 
^ourted his friendfhip j he wavered for fome time 
between them, and at firft concluded an alliance 
with Francis* The objeft of this treaty was the 
^nqueft of Naples, which the confederates agreed 
to divide between . them. The pope, it is pro- 
bable, flattered himfelf, that the brifk and aflivc 
fpirit of Francis, feconded by the fame qualities 
in his fubjefts, would get the ftart of the flow 
and wary councils of the emperor, and that they 
might over-run with eafe this detached porti<m - 
pf his dominions, ill provided for defence, and 
always the prey of every invader. But whether 
the French king, by difcovering too openly his 
fufpicion of Leo's fmcerity, difappointed thelc 


• iJuic. lib. xiv. p, 173* 


hopes; 
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hopes; tthether the treaty wafe only an ^ artifice^ 
of the pope's to cover the more-ferious hegocla- 
«5»»- tions which he was carrying on with Charles; 
whether he was enticed by the profpcft of reap- 
ing greater advantages from an union with that 
prince ; or whether he was foothed by the zeal 
which Charles had manifefted for the honour of 
Concludes « the church in condemning Luther ; certain it is, 
cbwicT** ^^^^ ^^ ^^^^ defcrted his new ally, and made 
overtures of friendlhip, though with great fecre- 
*cy, to the emperor''* Don Johli Manuel, the 
fame man who had been the favourite of Philip; 
and whofe addrefs had difconcerted all Ferdi- 
nand's fchemes, having been delivered, upon the 
death of that monarch, from the prifon to which 
he had been confined, was now the Imperial am- 
baflador at Rome, and fully capable of improv. 
ing this fevourable difpofition in the pope to his 
mafter's advantage \ To him the cpndufl: of this 
negociation 'was entirely committed ; and being 
carefully concealed from Chievres, whofe aver* 
fion from a war with France would have prqmpt- 
ed him to retard or to defeat it, ^n alliance be- 
tween the pope and emperor was quickly con- 
.way«. clqded;- The chief articles in this treaty, which 
proved the foundation of Charles's grandeur in 
Italy, were, that the pope and emperor Ihould join 

p Guic. lib. xiv. p. 175. Mem. dc Bcllay, Par. 1573- P' ^ 
^ Jovii Vita Leonis, lib. iv. p. 89. 

' Guic. L xiv. 1 8 1. Mem. dc Bcllay, p. 24. Du Mont, 
X^orps Diplom. tom. iv. fuppl. p. 96. 
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iSidr fotces to expel the French out of the Mi* 
lanefe, the poiTeffion of which fhould be granted 
to Fra|K:is Sforza, a fon of Ludovico the Moor, »5»»* 
-who had refided at Trent finte the time that his 
l>rother Maximilian had been difpoifefled of his do- 
.xninions by the French king ; that Parma and Pla- 
centia fhould be reftored to the church ; that the 
emperor fhould ailift the pope in conquering Fer« 
rara ; ths^t the annual tribute paid by the kingdom 
of Naples to the Holy See ftiould be increafed ; 
that the emperor ihould take the family of ]VIedici 
under his protedion ; that he ihould grantf to the 
caxdfoal of that nsrnie a penfion of ten thoufand 
ducats tipon the archbifhopric of Toledo; and 
fhould fettle lands in the kingdom of Naples to the 
fame value upon Alexander the natural &>n of Lo- 
renzo de Medici. ^ 

The tranfafting an affair of fuch moment with- ntath ©f 
out his participation, appeared to Chievres fo th«em{HlL 
decifive a proof 6f his having loft the afcendant [f^'Jr* 
which he had lutherto maintained over the mind «wj»ft«f. . 
of his pupil, that his chagrin on this account^ 
added to the melancholy with which he was 
overwhelmed on taking a view of the many and 
unayoidabk calamities attending a war againfl 
France, is faid to have fhortened his days *• But 
though this, perhaps, may be only the conjee* 
lure of hifl^rians, fopd of attributing every thing 
that befall^ illuftrious perfonages to extraordinary 

^ Selcarii Coowcat. de Reb* Gallic* 483. 
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catifes, and of aferibing even their difei^es »id 
death to the tSkdt of poKtical: paffiong, whkk 
*s^'' are more apt to difturb the enjoyment than to' 
abridge the period of life, it h certain that hk 
death, at this critical jun&ure, extingo^hed id 
hopes of avoiding a rupture with France ^ Tte 
event, loo, delivered Charles Irom a minifter, to 
whofe autlicHrity he had been accuftotned bom 
his infancy to fubmit with fuch iifnplicit deference, 
as checked and deprefled his genius^ and re^n* 
td him in a ftate c^ pupillage, uHbecon^ Ik 
years as well as his rank* But this reftraiiit 
bang rehioved, the native powers of his mind 
were permitted to unfold themfelves, and' he be* 
gan to difplay fuch great ts^lents, both in (xmd 
aiKl in adion, as exceeded the hc^ies of his cofi- 
temporaries'', and conunand the adnuradcm of 
'pofterity. 


WHILE the pope and emperor were prepormg, 
ko^iwttm ^^ coirfequence of their fecret alliance, to attack 
Mavarrt. , Mlau, hoftilities conmienced in another quarter. 
The children of John d'Albret^ king of Navarre^ 
having often demanded the reftitution of thetf 
herecfitary dominions, in terms of the treaty « 
Noyon, and Charles having as often dudcd thdf 
requefts upon very frivolous pretexts, FraMi 
thought himfelf authorized by that treaty to^afift 
Ae eidled femily. The jundure aj^ieared ^ 

* P. Heuter. Rer. Auilriac.lib. viii. c. li»p. I97« 

• P. Mart- Ep. 73i* 
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tremely favourable for foch an cntcrprife. Charles ^ ^^f ^ 
-was af a dklance from that part of his domkiions j '■*'-^^*''*^ 
the trcops ufually ftationed there, had been called 
away to queU the commotions in Spain; the 
Spam& malecontents warmly folicited him to 
invade Navarre*, in which a confiderable fadion 
was ready to declare for the defcendants of thdr 
rodent monarchs. But ia order to avoid, as 
much as poffible, givmg offience to the emperor, 
or king erf England, Francis direfted -forces to be 
levied, and the war to be carried on, not in his 
own name, but in that of Henry d^Albret. The 
condud of thefe troops was committed to An* 
drew de* Foix, de TEfparre, a young nobleman, 
whom his near alliance to the unfortunate kix^ 
whofe battles be was to fight, ami what was ftiil 
more powerful, the intereft of his fifter, madame 
de Chateaubriand, Francis's &vourite miftrefs, re* 
commended to that important trufl^ for which 
he had neidier talents nor experience. But as Prog«6«f 

_ . the Frcncfav 

there was no army in the field to oppofe him, 
he became mailer, in a few days, of the whole 
kingdom of Navarre, without meeting with any 
obifaru.6Hon but from the citadel of Pampduna. 
The additional works to this fortrefs, begun by 
Ximenes, were ftill unfinifhed; nor would its 
flight refiftance have deierved notice, if Ignatio 
Loyola,, a Btfcayail gentleman, had not been 
dangomifly wounded ih its defence. During the 
progrefe of a lingering cure, Loyola ^ happened 
to ^are no other amufement thsln what he found 

* P.Mart«£pw 711- ; 
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BOOK in reading the lives of the faints: the kScdi of 
««.^^w this on his mind, naturally enthuliaftic but am^ 

' "5»"« bitious and daring, was to infpo'e him with fuch 
a defire of emulating the glory of thefe fabulous 
worthies of the Romifli church, as led him into 
the wildeft and moil, extravagant adventures^ 
which terminated at laft in inftituting the fodety 
of Jefuits, the moft political and bed regulated of 
all the monadic orders, and from which man- 
kind have derived more advantages, and received 
greater injury, than ft-om any other of thofe reli- 
gious fraternities* 

•n,*.ventpt If, upon the reduction of P^ampeluna, L*Ef- 
parre had been fatisfied with taking proper pre- 
cautions for fecuring his conqueft^ the kingdom 
of Navarre might fUll have remained annexed to 
the crown of France, in reality, as well as in titk 
But, pulhed on by youthful ardour, and encou- 
raged by Francis, who was too apt to. be dazzled 
\vith fuccefs, he ventured to pafs the confines of 
Navarre, and to lay fiege to Logrogno, a fmall 
town in Caftile. This roufed the Caiftilians, who 
had hitherto beheld the rapid progrefs of his arms 
with great unconcern, and the (KfTenfions in that 
kingdom (of which a full account fliail be given) 
being almoft compofed, both parties exertw 
themfelves with emulation in defence of their 
country ; the one, that it might efiFace the memory 
of paft mifconduft by its prefent zeal ; the other, 
that it might add to the merit of having fubducd 
the emperor's rebellious fubjefts, that of repulfiog. 

1 .' . • W^ 
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his fordgn enemies. The fudden advance of boor 
their troops, together with the gallant defence ^^!^ 
made hy the inhabitants of Logrogno, obliged the '5««» 
French general to abandon his rafh enterprife* 
The Spanifh army, which increafed every day. They we 
haraffing him drnipg his retreat, he, inft^d of f^^d^wVn 
taking ihelter under the cannon of Pampeluna, ^"**»^Na- 
or waiting the arrival of fome troops which were 
marching to join him, attacked the Spaniards, 
though &r fuperior to him in number, with great 
impetuofity, but with fo little coudud, that his 
forces were totally routed,, he himfelf, together 
urith his principal officers, was taken prifoner, 
and Spain recovered poiTeffion of Navarre in dill ' 
(horter time than the French had fpent in the 

^conqucft of it \ 

/ 

While Francis endeavoured to juftily his in^ Hofnutiw 
t^en^ of Navarre, by carrying it on in the name ^Tow 
of Henry D'Albret, he had recourfe to an artifice ^''*'''""- 
inuch of the fame kind, in attacking another 
pBXt of the emperor's territories. Robert de la 
Mark, lord of the fmall but independent territory 
iof Bouillon, . fituated on the frontiers of Lux- 
embourg and Charnpagne, having abandoned 
Charles's fervice on account of an encroachment 
which ' the Aulic council had made on his jurif- 
di&ion, and having thrown himfelf upon France 
.for protedion, was eafily perfuaded, inrthe heat 
of his refentment, to fjend a herald to Worms, 

• 

'' Mem.de Cellay, p. ai. P. Mart. Ep. 726, 
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BOOK and to 'declare war againft the emperor in form. 
*-*i^ Such extravagant infolence m a petty prince far^ 
*5»>* prifed Charles, and appeared to him a certain 
proof of his having received promifes of powerful 
fupport from the French king. Tl^e juftnefs of 
this conclufion foon became evident. Robert 
entered the^dutchy of Luxembourg with troops 
levied in France, by the king^s connivance, though 
feemingly in contradiftion to his orders, and after 
ravaging the open country, laid fiege to Vireton. 
Of this Charles complained loudly, as a dircQ 
violation of the peace fubfifting between the two 
crowns, and fummoned Henry VIIL in terms of 
the treaty concluded at London in the year one 
thoufand five hundred and eighteen, to turn kis 
arms againft Francis as the firft aggreflbr, Frands 
pretended that he was not anfwerable for Robert's 
conduft, whofe army fought under his own 
ftandards and in his own quarrel; and affifwed, 
that, contrary to an exprefs prohibition, he had 
feduced fome fubjefts of France into his fervice ; 
but Henry paid fo little regard to this evafioH 
that the French king, rather than irritate a prince 
whom he ftill hoped to gain, commanded Dc h 
Mark to difband his troops ^. 

The emperor, mean while, was affembling an 
army to chaftife Robert's infolence. Twentjr 
thoufand men, under the count of Naffau, in* 

Mem, de Bellay, p. 22, &c. Mem. de Ecurasgct* ?• 
335» &c. 
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tSUled his little territories, and in si few days be- ? o o k 
dkOAt mafters of every ^lace in them but Sedan. ...^.^.I..^ 
After making him feel io fenfibly the weight of *5a»* 
&is mailer's indignation, Naflau advanced towards 
the frontiers of F^ranee; smd Charles kno^dng 
that he might prefum^ fo hr oh Henry's partial 
lity in his favour, as not to be overawed by the 
fame fears .which had retrained Frauds, ordered 
his general to, befiege Moufon* The col^ardide. 
of the garrifon having d>liged the goTeiiK»r to 
furrender aimoft without refiftance, Nafl&u in- siege of 
veiled Mezieres, a place at that time of no con* the^i!^- 
iiderable ibrength, but fo advantageoufly fituated, "****** 
that by getting poiTeffion of it^ the Imperial army 
might have penetrated into the heart of Cham« 
pagne, in which there was hardly any other town 
capable of ob(lru£iing its progrefs. Happily for 
France, its monarch, fenfible of the importance 
of this fortreis, and of the danger to which it wa^ 
expofed, committed the defence of it to theche* 
TaUer Bayard, diilinguiihed among his contem* 
poraries by the appellation of The Knight without 
fear^ and without reproach''. This man, wbofe 
prowefs in combat^ whofe pun£lilious honour and 
formal gallantry, bear a nearer refemblance, than 
any thing recorded in hiilory, to tl^ charafter 
afcribed to the heroes of chivalry, poiiefred all 
the talents which form a great general. Thefe 
be had many occafions of exerting in the defence 
of Mezieres ; partly by his valour, partly by hia 

I Oeutretde BrantOQie, tonuTi xi4« 
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ConduQ:, he protra^cd ^.e fi^e to ^ great lejgtgtb^ 
90d in the cn4 pb%ed i^e impenalifts to z»fe 
k^ ^th difgmce and iofe^ Francis^ at dieiiead 
of a nuniecous anny^ foon xdxx^k Moufon, and 
entering the Low Countries, made feverad coa- 
qxiefts of finaU impomnce. In the ad^bour- 
hood of Vaienciemies, through an ekcefs of Ofh 
lion, an os^r 3vith which he cannot he 0^ 
charged, he loft an q^rtun^ of cutting of the 
iRdioie impc^al anny ^ ; ai^d what was ^ill mow 
unfoxtunate, he diigufted Charles duke oi Bour- 
bon, high conftabk of France, by giving the com* 
niand o£ die in^ to the duke D*AljUi9Qn, thougb 
t^is poft of hooicmr heloDged to Bourbon, as a pi& 
togatiire of his office. 

Du&iifO thefe ppi^tions in the field, a coa« 
ff^B was held at Calais under die mediauon of 
Hi^uy ¥in. in order to bring all diSheenceito 
an anucable ifitie ; and if the inteitfions of tbe 
mediator had correfponded in any degise to his 
profelGons, It could hardly have failed of produ* 
dng foifie good efied. Bat Henry committed the 
Ible management of die negodadon, with unli* 
united powers, to WoUey ; and this choice alo&e 
was firficient to h^ve rendered it abordve. That 
prelate, bent on attaining the papal ctovm^ the 
great obje£l of his ambition, and ready to &d- 
fice every thing in order to ga^l the emperoA 


* Mem. de BcIIay, p. 25, Sec. 
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interdRiV Waif to IMt able to coiicea! Ml' t^^rtiab- B 6 6 it 
fity, fhat^ if Frauds had not been ^ell acquaint*^ v;;.^^^ 
^ \lrttk ht^ hstughty axKd vindiftiye tefn^r, he <5«** 
would have declined his mediation. Much time 
was fpent in inquiring who had begim hoiUlities, 
which Wolfey sdSefted ^ to repfdent as the princi- 
pal point ;• add by thtowin^ the blame of that oh 
FrahdSi be hoped to juftify, by the treaty of 
XiOndbiy any aiiiaxice into which his mafler flK)uId 
erftef with Charles. The conditions oft which ^^1^"*"^ 
hoflfiities m%ht be termnkted came next to be 
confidiiredf but with regard to thefe, the empe^ 
r&t^s pr6po£dir wwe fuch, as difcovered either 
that hs wasr utterly averfe to peace, or that he 
knew Woifey would approve of whatever terms 
ihould be' ofl^red in his^ name. He demanded 
the reftitutSpn <rf the duTfchy' of Burgundy, a proi. 
yince, the peifeffion of which would have giveft 
him acoefs into thb hejut. of Frsince; and re* 
^uored t6 be rdeafed from the hoinage due to 
die crown of France for the counties of Flanders 
and Artoi», whkh none of his aiiceftors had ever 
refufedy. and which he had bound himfelf by the 
treaty of Noyon to* rendw. Thefe terms, to 
which an high^fpirited prince would fc^ccly 
have fifteiled, after the dilafters of an uAfbrtu^ 
fiate war, Francis^ rejeded wiA great difiiain; 
and Charies Shewing no inclination to comply 
with the more ei^ual and iftoderate propofitions 
of the French monarch, that he fliould reilore 
Navarre to its lawfol pr&ice; and withdraw his 
troops from the fiege o^ Toumay, the congrefs 
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BOOK l^roke up ^thout any other effed than tha^ whip1| 
attend$ unfuccefsful negodations, the exafpa'ating 
of the p^^ whom it was intended to rec{»i« 
cile**. 


I5si« 


^^ During the continuance of the eongrefs, WoU 

France be. fey qu DretcHce that the emperor himfelf would 

tween ihe ' ' , * * ^, • 

emperor and be more willing to make reafonable concemons 
^^ ' than his minifterSy made an excurfion to Bruges, 
to meet that monarch. He was receiyed by 
Charles, who knew his vanity, , with as much 
refpeS and magnificence as if he bad been king of 
England. But inflead of advancing the treaty 
of peace by this intended, Wolfey, in his mafter's 
name, concluded a league with the emparor 
againft Francis; in which it was itipulated, that 
Charles Ihould invade France on the ilde of 
Spain, and Henry in Picardy, each with an army 
of forty thoufand men ; and that, in order to 
ftrengtben their union, Charles fliould efpoufe 
the princefs Mary, Henry's only child, and the 
apparent heir of his dominions *• Henry produced 
no better reafons for this meafure, equally unjuft 
and impolitic, than the article in the treaty of 
London, by which he pretended that he was 
bound to tsdke arms agalinft the French king as the 
firft aggrefTor ; ^d the injury which he alleged 
Francis had done him, in permitting the duke of 
Albany, the head of a fa£Hon in Scotland, which 


* P. MuU Ep- 739. Hcrbdt. 
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cppofed the intereft of England, to return into book 
that kingdom. He was influenced, however, by v^ii. 
other ccmfiderations. The advantages which ac« 's^i 
crued to his fubjefts from maintaining an exzSt 
neutrality, or the honour that refulted to himfelf 
from ading as the arbiter between the contending 
princes, appeared to his youthful imagination fo 
inconiiderable, when compared with the glory 
which might be reaped from leading armies or 
conquering provinces, that he detennined to re-- 
main no longer in a ftate of inadivity. Having 
once taken this refolution, his inducements to 
prefer an alliance with Charles were obvious. He 
had no claim upon any part of that prince's 
dominions, moft of which were fo (ituated, that 
he could not attack them without great difficulty 
and difadvantage ; whereas feveral maritime pro- 
vinces of France had been long in the hands of 
the Engliih nlonarchs, whofe pretenfions, even 
to the crown of that kingdoiUy were not as yet 
altogether forgptten; and the poflfeilion of Ca- 
lais not only gave him eafy accefs into fome of 
thofe provinces, but in cafe of any difailer, af- 
forded him a fecure retreat. While Ch^u'les at- 
tacked France on one frontier, Henry flattered 
himfelf that he fliould find little refiitance on the 
other, and that the glory of re-annexing to the 
cro^Yn of ^gland the ancient inheritance of its 
monarchs on the cpntinent, was referved for his 
reign. Wolfey artfully encouraged thefe vain 
hopes, which led his maftjer into fych meafures as 

N 4 were 
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were moft fubfervieiit to Ms own fceret fc^mes ;' 
and the Englifh, whole hereditary anioiofity a^lamft 
15*1.- the French was apt to rddiidle on cvciy occafiore^. 
did not difapprove of the martki Iptrit of their 
fovereign. 

Hostilities Meanwhile the league betweto the pope and 
m Italy. jIj^ emperor produced great cffcds m Itaty> zod 
rendered Lombardy the chief tbeaCre of war. There 
was, at that tim^, fuch contrariety between the 
character of the French and the Ita;liaBs^ that like, 
bitter fubmitted to the goyemment of the for-* 
mcr mth greater impatience (ha» they ^rd&A 
under the dominion of other foreigners^. The. 
phlegm of the Germans and gravity of the Spa^ 
niards, fuited their jealous temper and cierem9* 
nious msumers better tham the French gaiety^ too 
prone to gallantry ^ and too little attentive t^ 
decorum. Lewis XIL however, by the equity 
and gentlenefs of his adminiftrationy and' by grsaxU- 
ing the Milanefe more exteixfrve privfleges tfaaili 
thofe they had enjoyed under their nadnre princes, 
had overcome, in a great meaJurei^ their prejuv 
dices, and reconciled them to the French govern? 
raent. Francis, on recovering that dutchy, did not 
ittiitate the example of his predeceffor. Though 
too generous himfelf to opprefs his people^ 1^ 
boundlefs confidence in* his favourites^ and hif 
negligence in examining into the conduA of tbofe 
whom he entrufted widi power, emboldened 

them to venture upon many afts of opprqffiom 

' '- - The 
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The goverhiaeiif 6f Mitei vm commiltcd by hick ffooK 
to Odet de Foix> Maitchal de Lamtrec, anofliw ^^^^.'_ ^ 
brother of Madaflme dc Ghatebu^Briabdy aufcofficof ^J^t^L 

^ 1 » The Miili<* . 

of great expenende and repftttaflon^ but haugptj^ nefedifguft. 
imperious^ rapacions^^ and mcapable ettber of teften^' French go.' 
ing to advice or of beanfig contraidiQion, Hi» *«'"«**"*• 
ttifiDfenceand exaftions totaUy alieimted (he liSko^ 
tions of the Mftmde from Prantre, drove jiemf 
of the coiif]der2d)fe citizens mto bamfiimeDif^ 
and forced, others to reth-e for their own £ifety; 
Among the laft was Jerome Moroni, tke^chan^ 
cettor of Misat^ a man wfaofe ge^us for ii^tiiguo 
and enterprife dlAii^uiflied him inr an age and ' 
country, where violent hOdons^ as well a$ fre!^ 
queniC revdhiticMiSy affordmg great fcope for fiich! 
talents^ produced or called them forth in great 
abtmdance. He. repaiiled to Fmnds Shrz2tf 
whofe brother MaadmiHan he had betrayed; amt 
fufpeding the pope's intention of attacking, die 
Milanefey although his treaty witih the emperor 
tfzs not yet made public, be propofed to Leoy 
in name of Sfor^a, a fcheme for fiirprifing: 
feveral places in that dutchjr by mean& of the 
exiles, who, from hatred to^ l^e French, aiid froite 
attachment to thdr former maffasrs, were ready for- 
any defperate enterprife. Leo not only encou-' 
raged the attempt, but advanced a confiderabief 
fum towards the execution of it ; and when, 
'^fough unfordeen accidents, it &Abd ol iuccSTefs 
in every part, he allowed the exiles who had 
afTembled in a body, to retire to Reggio, which be* 
longed at that time to the chudrch. The Marechal 
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of hi8 brother lautrec, who was then in France, 
tempted with the hopes of catching at once, 
as in a fnare, aU the avowed enemies of his 
mailer's government in that country, ventured to 
march . into the ecclefiaftical territories, and to 
inveft Reggio. But the vigilance and good 
condttd of Guicciardini the hiilorian, governor of 
that place, obliged the French general to abandon 
the enterprife with difgrace^ Leo, on receiving 
this intelligence, yrith which he was highly 
pleafed, as it fumifhed him a decent pretence 
' Ibr a rupture with France, immediately aflembled 
the coniiilory of cardinals* After complaining 
bitterly of the hoftile intention^ of the French 
king, and magnifying the emperor's zeal for 
the church, of which he had given a recent 
proof by his i^roceedings againft Luther, he 
declared that he was conftramed in fel^rdefence, 
and as the only expedient for the fecurity of 
the ecclefiaftical ftate, to join his arms to thofe of 
that prince. For this purpofe, he now pretended 
to conclude a treaty with Don John Manuel, 
although it had really been figned fome months 
before this time ; and he publicly excommunicated 
De Fpix, as an impious mvader of St. ]^eter'$ 
patrimony. 


WarintKt 


Leo had already begun preparadons for war by 
taking into pay a confiderable body of S\vifs ; but 


' Guicr lib. xiv» 183. Menirde Bdlay» p. 38, &c. 


the 


EMPEROR CHARLES V. 

d[e . Imperial troops advanced fo . flowly from 
INTapIes and Germany^ that it was the middle of 
autumn before the army took the field under the 
command of Ptofper Colonna, the moft eminent 
of the Italian generals, whofe extreme caution, the 
tffcSt of long experience in the art of war, was 
oppofed with great propriety to the impetuofity 
of the French. In the mean time, De Foix 
difpatched courier after coprier to inform the king 
of the danger which was approaching. Francis, 
whofe forces were either employed in the Low 
Countries, or ailembling on the frontiers of 
Spain, and who did not expe& fo fudden an 
attack in that quarter, fenc ambaifadors to his 
alUes the Swifs, to procure from them the imme- 
diate levy of an addidonal body of troops ; and com- 
manded Lautrec to repair forthwith to his go- 
vernment. That general, who was well acquainted 
with the great negleft of oeconomy in the ad- 
miniftration of the king's finances^ and who knew 
how much, the troops in the Milanefe had already 
fuffered from the want of their pay, refufed to 
fet out, unlets the fum of three hundred thouland 
crowns was immediately put into his handg. But 
the king, Louife of* Savoy, his mother, and 
Semblancy, the fuperintendant of finances, having 
promifed, even with an oath, that on hi^ arrival 
at Milan, he Ihould find remittances for the 
fum which he demanded ; upon the faith of this, 
he departed* Unhappily for France, Louife, a 
woman deceitful, vindi&ive, rapacious, and capable 
of lacrifidng any thing to t)ie gratification 
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? o o K of her paffionsy bul who had acqttirdl ait aHblafe 
w- v' — afcettdant over h^ foh by' her maternal tender^ 
*5*'- her care of his education^ and hrfr great airifeies, 
was refolved not to perfoiTft this pf 6fn|fe. Jbaotrec 
having incurred her difplsafute by his hailghdneft 
in neglefting to piy <ioart to her, arid by the 
freedom with which he had talked coricenring 
fome of her advoMiures in galfentry, ihe, in orcfcr 
to deprive him of the honour which he might 
have gained by a fuccefsfol defeti<*e of the Miknefe, 
feizcd the three hundred thbUfand crowns ddUnfed 
for that fenrice, and detained theto: for her own ufe 

S^J^f Lautrec, notwithftaftding this- cmd difepiXMHt. 

rwift.. ment, fyund means to aflemWe i cbnfiderable 
army, though fer inferior in nUmbei^ to tjiat of 
the confederates. He adopted the plan of deftace 
moft fuitable to his fituatioa, avoiding, a pkhd 
battle with the greateft care, while he haraffed 
the enemy continually with, his Kght tK)oj»s, 
beat up theii" quarters, intercepted theiif conwys,' 
and covered or reHeved ev<^ pbte wKch 
they attempted, to attack. By this prudent 
condua, he- not only retarded their progrefr,- but 
would have foon wearied out thj, pope, whb had 
hitherto defrayed almofi the whole expence rf 
the war, as the emperor, whdb revenues in Spain 
wo-e diflipated during the commotions iii that 
country, and who was obliged' to fupport a 
numerous ^rmy in the Netherlands, could not 
iftake any confidcrable remittances into Italy. 
But an unforefcen accident difconcerted all his 

meafures, 
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neoQires, and occafioned a fatal reverie m die 
SV^ch alfairs* A body of t^eke thoiifand Swifs 
ferved in Lautrec^^ army under the banners of '5^ 
the rqpublic^ vnith which Fr^ce was in alliaQce. 
In confequence of a law, no lefe political than 
hiunane, eftabli^ied among the cantons, their 
troops were never hjred out by public authority 
to both the contending parties in any war. This 
law, however, tl>,e love of gain had Ibmetlmes 
duded, and private perfons had been allowed tq 
enlifi: in what fervice they pjeafed, though not 
under the public banners, but under thofe of 
their particular officers. The cardinal of Sion, 
who flill preferyed his intereft among his country- 
men, and his enn;dty to France, having prevailed 
en them to connive at a levy of this kind, 
twelve thoufand Swifs, inftigated by him, joined 
the army of the .coi;ifederates. But the leaders in 
the cantons, when they faw fo many of their 
countrymen marching under the hoftile ftandards, 
and ready to turn their arms againft each other, 
became fo fenlible of the infamy to which they 
would be expofed, by permitting this, as well as 
the lofs they might fufFer, that they difpatchecj 
couriers, commanding their people to leave both 
annies, and to return forthwith into their own 
country. The cardinal of Sion, however, had 
die addrefs, by corrupting the meflengers appointed 
to carry this order, to prevent it from being. 
delivered to the Swifs in the fervice of the 
confederates ; but being intimated in due form tq 
thofe in the French anny, they, fatigued with 

3 the 
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BOOK th« length of the campsugn, and murmuring for 
v^.^.""^*^ want of pay, inftantly yielded obedience, in fpit< 
^S^^' of Lautrec's remooftrances and intreaties. 

After the defertion of a body which formed 
the ftrength of his. army, Lautrec durft no longer 
face the confederates. He retired towards Milan, 
encamped on ^he banks of the Adda, and placed 
his chief hopes of fafety in preventing the enemy 
from pafling that river ; an expedient for defending 
a country fo precarious, that there are few 
inftances of its being employed with fuccefs 
againfl: any general of experience or abilities, 
n^r»f Accordingly Colonna, notwithftanding Lautrec's 
Mijaii. vigilance and aOiivity, pafled the Adda with little 
lofs, and obliged him to ihut himfelf up within 
the walls of Milan, which the confederates were 
preparing to befiege, when an unknown perfon, 
who never afterwards appeared either to boaft of 
this fervice, or to claim a reward for it, came 
from the city, and acquainted Moron^^ that if 
the army would advance that night, the Ghibel- 
line or Imperial faction would put them in po£> 
feflion of one of the gates. Colonna, though no 
frieiid to rafh' enterprifes, allowed the marquis de 
Pefcara to advance with the Spaniih infantry, 
and he himfelf followed with the reft of his 
troops. About the beginning of night, Pefifara 
arriving at the Roman gate in the fuburbs, furpnfed 
the foldiers whom he found there; thofe pofted 
in the fortifications adjoining to it, immediAtdy 
^ed } the marquis feizing the works which they 

abaa*^ 
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a.l^aQdoiied, and puihmg forward inceflantly^ 
tliough with no lefs caudcNA than vigour, became 
mafter of the city with little bloodfh^d, and ^5*«- 
aJmoft vdthout refiftance; the vidors being as 
xnuch aftonilhed as the yanquifhed at the facility 
and fuccefs of the attempt^ Lautrec retired pre- 
cipitately towards the ' Venetian territories with 
the remains of his fliattered army ; the cities of 
the Milanefe, following the (ate of the capital, 
furrendered to the confederates ; Parma and Pla- 
centia were imited to the ecclefiafticaji ftate, and 
of all their conquefts in Lombardy, only the town 
of Cremona, thecaflle of Milan, and a few inconii* 
derable forts, remained in the hands of th^ French ^ 

Leo received the account* of this rapid fuccef- De«th of 
iion of profperous events with fuch traniports of 
joy^ as brought on (if we may belike the French 
hiftonans) a flight fever, which being negle^led, 
occafioned his death on the fecond of December, 
while he was ftill of a vigorous age and at the 
height of his glory. By this unexpeded accident, 
^e fpirit of the conJFederacy was broken, and 
its operation fufpeudeU. The cardinals of Sion 
and Medici left the army that they might be 
prefent in the conclave; the Swifs were recalled 
by their fuperiors; fome other mercenaries diC' 
banded for want of pay ; and only the Spaniards, 
and a few Gerxnans in the emperor's fervice, 

< Gw, L xiT. 1909 kfi. Mem. deBellay, ^2^ Sec. Galcacii 

Capella dc reb. gdl. pro reftitut. Fran. Sfortiae Comment* ap. 
ficardium, vol. ii. i80| &9 

remained 
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BOOK remained to defend th« Mil«iefe. ButLautrec, 

'^r^,^r deftkute boA of men and <»f money, wa> unable 

'^*'* fo improve this fevourable opt^ftunity in the 

manner which he w^uld have wifiied. TTic 

1511. vigilance of Moroni, and the good condnd of 

Colonna, difappointed his feeble attempig on the 

Itlilanefe, Guicciardini, by his addrefs and valour, 

repulfed a bolder and more dangerous attack which 

he made on Parma \ 

Aamn Great difcord prevaifed in the conclave, 

^^* which followed upon Leo's death, and all the 
arts natural to men grown old in intrigue, when 
contending for the higheft p»^ an ecdefiaftic 
can obt^n? were praflifed. Wolfey's name, not- 
vithftanding all the ^peror's magnificat piro- 
njifes to favour his pretenfiions, of which tjiat 
prelate did not fail to remmd him, w^ hardly 
mentioned in the conclave. Julio cardmal^de 
Misdici, Leo's nephew, who was more eminent 
than ^ny other member of the ilacred college for 
his abilities, his wealth, and Ms ^xperi^ce in 
tranfafting* great affairs, had already fecured 
fifteen voices, a number fuffideiit, according t& 
the forms of the conclave, to exclude ^any other 
candidate, though not to* carry Ihs own elefiion. 
As he was ftilf iii the prime of Bfe, all ihe aged 
cardinals combined againft him, wfthout being united 
in favour of any other peffoni WhSfethcfe £»&ionft 
were endeavouring to gain, to corrupt, or to weary 
out each other, Medici and his adha-cnis voted 

** Guic 1. xiv* 214* 

one 
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mtt morning at the fcrutiny, which accorfiiig to 
foirm was made every day, for cardinal Adrian of 
Utrecht, who at that time governed Spain iA the '^**- 
emperor's name* This they did merely to protraft 
time. But the adverfe party inftantly clpfmg- 
with them, to their own amazement ^Xid tfiat of 
all Europe, a ftranger to Italy, unknown to the 
perlbns who gave their fufFrages in his ftivour, 
^id unacquainted wkh the manners of the peo- 
ple, or the intereft of the ftate, the government 
of wtuch they conferred upon him, was unani- 
moUfly raifed to the papal throne, at a junfture J"»«*T9* 
fo delicate and critical, as would have demandisd 
all the fagacity and experience of one of the 
moft able prelates in th^ facred college. The 
.cardinals themfelves, - unable to give a reafon 
for this ftrange choice, on accopnt of which, as 
diey marched in procefficMj from the conclave, 
they were loaded with infults and ciirfes by the 
Roman people, afcribed it to an immediate impulfe 
pf die Holy Ohoft. It may be imputed with greater 
0srtainty to th^ influence of Don John Mani^el, 
die Imperial ambaifador, who' by his addrefs and 
intrigues feciHtated the election of a perfpn devoted 
to his maft<;r^s fjsrvice, from giatitiide, ^om intei^ft^ 
pad frcmi incUnf^tion '^ 

Beside th^ in|[uenee which Charle? acquire^^ w^rrenew- 
^y Adrian's promotion, it ^§w great luftre on M^iJere. 

* Heniu Moringi Vita Hadriani^ s^p. Cafp. Bunnan. ii| 
^naled. de Hadr. p. 5:2. Conclave Hadr. Ibidf p. 144, Scq^ 
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BOOK his adminiftration. To bcftow on his preceptor 
Km^^^-'mmj fiicfa z Doblc fecompeiice, and to place on the 
'5»»« papal throne one whom he had raifed from ob- 
fcurity, were afts of micommon magnificence and 
power. Francis obferved, with the fenfibility of a 
rival, the pre-eminence which the emperor was 
gaining, and refolved to exert • himfelf with frefli 
vigour, in order to wreft from him his late 
conquefts in Italy. The Swifs, that they might 
make fome reparation to the French king, for 
having withdrawn their troops from his army fo 
unfeafonably, as to occasion the lofs of the Milanefe, 
permitted him to levy ten thouiand men in the 
republic. Together with this reinforcement, Lau- 
trec received from the king a fmall fum of money, 
which enabled him once more to take the field; 
and after feizing by furprife, or force, feveral 
places in the Milanefe, to advance within a few 
miles of the capital. The confederate army was 
in no condition to obftrud his progref$; for 
though the inhabitants of Milan, by the artifices 
of Morone, and by the pc^ular declamations of a 
monk whom he employed, were inflamed with 
fuch enthufiaftic zeal againft the French govern* 
, ment, that they confented to raife extraordinary 
contributions, Colonna mull foon have abandoned 
the advantageous camp which he had chofen 
at Bicocca, and have difraifled his troops for 
want of pay, if the Swifs. in the French fervice 
had not once more extricated him out of his 
difficulties. 
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The infolehce or caprice of thofe mercenanes book 
were often no lefs fatal to their friends, than their k^^^JL,^ 
valour and difcipline were formidable to their fYhVtr^th 
enemies. Having now ferved fome months with- <Jefratedm 
out pay, of which they complained loudly, a fum of Bicocca. 
deflined for their ufe was fent from France 
under a convoy of horfe ; but Moroni, whofe 
vigilant eye nothing efcaped, pofted a body of 
troops in their way, fo that the party which 
cfcorted the mon^y durft not advance. On receiv- 
ing intelligence of. this, the Swifs loft all patience, 
an4 ofEcers as well as foldiers crowding around 
Lautrec, threatened with one voice ini^antly 
to retire, if he did not either advance the pay 
which was due, or promife to lead them next 
morning to battle. In vain did Lautrec remonftrate 
againjft thefe demands, reprefenting to them the 
impoflibility of the former, and the rafhnefs of 
the latter, which muft be attended with certain 
de(tru£tion, as the enemy occupied a camp na- 
turally of great ftrength, and which by art they 
had rendered almoJd inaccefible. The Swifs, 
deaf to reafon, and p^uaded that their valour 
was capable of furmounting every obftacle, renewed 
tfaeir demand with great fiercenefe, offering themr 
lelves to form the vanguard, and to begin the 
attack. Lautrec, unable to overcome their ob- 
ftinacy, complied with their requeft, hoping, 
perhaps, that fome of thofe unforefe^n accidents 
which fo often determine the £aite of battle^^ 
might crown this rafh enterprife with undeferved 
fuceefs ; and convinced that the effects of a 

• O2 defeat 



^9^ THE REIGN OF THK 

defeat could hot be m6\re fatal than thofe ^ch 
would certainly follow upon the retreat of » 
jj^5*»" IxKly which compofcd one half of his army* Next 
morning the Swifs were early in the field, and 
marched with the greateft intrepidity s^ainft m 
enemy deeply intrenched on every fide^ fyrrounded 
with artillery, and/ prepared to receive them. 
As they advanced, they fuftairied a furious can* 
nonade with great firmnefs, and without waiting 
for their own artillery, ruflied impetuotifly upon 
the intrenchments. But after incredible eflforts 
of valour, which were feconded with great fpirit 
by the French, having loft thw braveft officat 
and beft foldiers, and finding that they could 
make no impreffion on the enemy'$ works, they 
founded a retreat ; leaving the field of battle, 
however, like men repulfed, but not vanquiflied^ 
in clofe array, and^ without receiving any mpleftadiHl 
firom the enemy. 

^■^jj*"?)*^ Next day, fuch.as furvived fet out for their 
lancfe. owu country ; and* Lautrec, defpairing of being 
able to make any faither refiftance, retired intoj 
France, after throwing garrifons into Cremotta 
and a fe^ other places ; all which, except the 
citadel of Cremona, ' Colonna foon obliged to 
fun^nder. 

Xofe Genoa. Genoa, howcver, and its territories, remakiiiig 
fubjeft to France, flill gave Francis confid^rable 
footing in Italy, and made it eafy for Wm tx> * exc* 
cute any fcheme for the recovery 4^ i&i€ Milanefe, 

But 
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Shit' Colonna, rendered «iterprifing by conr « o o k 
tinual fuccefs, and excited by the felicitations of i,,^^!^^ 
the feftion of the Adomi, the hereditary enemies » 5*** 
erf the Fregofi, who^ under the protedion of 
France, poffefled the chief authority in Genoa, 
determined to attempt the redudion of that 
flatfe J and accompliihed it with amasdng facility. 
He- became mafter of Genoa by an accident 
as unexpeded as that which had given him 
pofiefficm of Milan ; and almoft without oppofition 
or UoodiheA, the power of the Adomi, and the 
authority of the emperor, were eftabliihed in 
Genoa \ 

Such jsi cruel fucceffion of misfortunes affeded Henryvjnj 
l^rands with deep concern, which was not a little .gainft 
Augmented by the unexpefted arrival of an ^a^iQ, 
£ngiifh. herald, who, in the name of his fovereign, 
declared war in form againft France. This ftep 
vas taken in confequence of the treaty which 
Wolfey had concluded with the emperor at 
Bruges, and which had hitherto been kept fecret. 
Francis, though he had reafon to be furprifed 
tirith diis denunciation, after having been at fuch 
pains to footh Henry and to gain his minifter^ 
received the herald with great compofure and 
dignity ^ ; and . without abandoning any of the 
fchemes which he was forming againft the emperor, 
began vigorous preparations for refifting this new 

^ Jovii Vha Ferdin. Davali, p. 344. Guic. 1. xiv. 233. 
'I Journal 4« Louife de Savois, p. 199. - 
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BOOK enemy. His treafury, however, being exbaiifted 

v-^w^-w by the efforts which he had already made^ as well 

*54*- as by the fums he expended on his pleafures^ 

he had recourfe to extraordinary expedients for 

' fupplying it. Several new offices were created^ 

and expofed to fale ; the royal demefnes were 

alienated ; un\ifual taxes were impofed ; and the 

tomb of St. Martin was dripped of a rail of maflive 

filver, with which Louis XL in one of his fits of 

devotion, had encircled it. By means of thcfe 

expedients he was enabled to levy a ionfiderable 

army, and to put the frontier towns in a good 

pofture of defence. 

cbaiies Th£ empcror, meanwhile, was no lefs folicitous 

jfifittEog- ^^ ^^^ ^^ much advantage as poffible from* 

the acceilion of fuch a powerful ally ; and the 
profperous fituation of his affairs, at this time^ 
permitting him to fet out for Spain, where his 
jwefence was extremely necefTary, he vifited the 
court of England in his way to that coimtry. 
He propofed by this interview not only to ftrengthen 
the bonds of friendfhip which united him with 
Henry, and to excite him to pu(h the war againil 
France with vigour, but hoped to remove any 
dilguft or refentment that Wolfey might have 
conceived on account of the mortifying difap- 
pointment which he had met with in the late 
conclave. His fuccefs exceeded his moft fanguine 
expe£bitions ; and by his artful addrefs, during 
a refidence of fix weeks in England, he gained 
not only the king and the miniiter, but the 

nation 
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nation itfelf* ttcniy, whofe vanity was fenfibly 
flattered by fuch a vifit, as well as by the ftudied 
refped \Vith which the emperor treated him on 'S**- 
every occafion, entered warmly into all his 
fchemes. The cardinal forefeeing, from Adrian's 
age and inBrmides, a fudden vacancy in the papal 
fee, difTembled or forgot his refentment; and 
as Charles, befides augmenting the penfions winch 
he had already fettled on him, renewed his promife 
^f favouring his preteniions to the papacy, 
'with all his intereft, hei endeavoured to merit 
the former^ and to fecure the accomplifhment 
of the latter by frefli fervices. The nation, • 
iharing ' in the glpry of its monarch, and 
pleafed with the confidaice which the emperor 
placed in the Engliih, by cteadng the earl of 
Surrey his high-admiral, difcovercd no lefs incli- 
nation to commence hoftilides than Henry him- 
felf. 

In t)rder to give Charles, before he left England, J^^f^^"*** 
a proof of this general ardour, Surrey failed France, 
vnxh fuch forces as were ready, and ravaged the 
coafts of Normandy. He then made a defcent 
on Bretagne, where he plundered and burnt 
Mbrlaix, and fome other places of lefs ronfequence. 
After thcfe flight excurfions, attended with greater 
diihonour than damage to France, he repaired to 
Calais, and took the command of the principal 
army, confifting of fixteen thoufand men ; with 
which, having joined the Flemilh troops under 
the count de Buren, he advanced into Picardy. 

O4 The 
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The army which Francis had a&mbled, Vfki &* 

inferior in number to thefe umted bodies. But 

i5«- during the long wars between the two nations, 

Jucccfs? * the French had 4iJfcovered the proper method of 

defending, their country againil the Englifh. 

They had been^ taught by their misfortunes 

to avoid a pitched battle with the atmoil care, 

and to endeavour^ by throwing ^rrifons into 

every place capable of refinance, by watching aU 

the enemy's motions, by intercepting theif c6n- 

voys, attacking their advanced poAs, and ha- 

railing them continually with their numerot^ 

cavalry, to ruin them with the length of the war, 

or to beat them by piece-meal. This pl^tt 

the duke of Ven^oxne, the French general k 

Picardy, purfued with no lefs prudence than 

fucceis 'y and not only prevented Smrrey from 

taking any town of importance, but obtiged him 

to retire with his army greatly reduCed^by fatigue, 

by want of provifions, and by the lofs which 

k had fuftained in feveral unfu^cefsful &ir* 
;6uihes. 

Thus ended the fecond campaign, ia a war 
the moA general that had hitherto been kindled 
in Eurc^e j and though Francis, by his mother's 
ill-timed refentnient, by the difguftmg infokace 
of his general, and the caprice of the mercenaiT 
troops which he employf d, had loft his conqudls 
in Italy, yet all the powers combined againft him 
had not been able to make any impreffion on his 
hereditary dommionsj and wherever they eitbet 

^ -. intended 
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latemW or attempted an attack^ he was wdl pre* b o o xl 
pared to receive them. - g,- '-^^ 

While the Chriftian princes were thus waft* soiymw't 
lag each oth^'s ftrength, Solyman the Magni- Rho^o. 
fkent watered Hungary with a numerous army, 
BSkd inveiUng Belgrade, which was deemed the 
chief barrier of that kingdom againft the Turkifh 
arms, foon forced it to furrender.. Encouraged by 
this fuccels, he turned his vi^orious arms againft 
tile ifland of Rhodes, the feat, at that time, 
of the knights of St, John of Jerufalem, This 
ihtall ftate he attacked with fuch a numerous army 
» the lords of Afia have been accuftomed in 
eviery age to bring into the field. Two hun« 
-dred thouiand men, and a fleet ^of four hundred 
iail, appeared againft a town defended by a gani* 
foa confifling of five thouiand foldiers, and fix 
hundred knights, under the command of Villien 
de L'Ifle Adam, the grand mafter, whofe wifdom 
^nd valour rendered him worthy of that ftation 
cat fuch a dangerous jundure. No fooner. did 
he begin to fufpeft the deftination of Solyman*« ' 
vaft armaments, than he dlfpatched meiTengets 
to all the Chriftian courts, imploring their aid 
againft the ccnnmon enemy. But though every 
prince in that age acknowledged Rh<)des to be 
die great bulwark of Chriftendom in the eafl,^ 
and trufted to the gallantry of its knights as the 
beft fecurity againft the progrefs of the Ottoman 
arms ; though Adrian, with a zeal which became , 
the head and father of the church, exhorted the 

contending; 
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contending powers to forget theil' private quarrcli, 
and, by uniting their arms, to prevent the Infideb 
***** from deftroying z fociety which did honour to 
the Chriftian name ; yet' fo violent and im- 
placable w^s the animoiity of both parties, that, 
regardlefs of the danger to which they expofed all 
Europe, and unmoved by the intreaties of Ac 
grand mailer, or the admonitions of the pope, 
they fuffered Solyman to carry on his operations 
againfl Rhodes without diflurbance. The grand 
mailer, after incredible efforts of courage, of 
patience, and of military conduft during a ficgc 
of fix months; after fuftaining many aiiaults, 
and difputing every poft with amazing obflinaqr, 
was obliged at laft to yield to numbers ; and hav. 
ing obtained an honourable capitulation from the 
fultan, who admired and refpeded his virtue, he 
furrcndered the town, which was reduced to a 
heap of rubbifli, and deftitute of every refource". 
Charles and Francis, afhamed of having occa- 
fioned fuch a lofs to Chriftendom by their amli 
tious Cornells, endeavoured to throyr the blaioc 
of it on each other, .while all Europe, with greater 
juftice, imputed it equally to both. The empe- 
ror, by way of reparation, granted the knights of 
St. John the fmall ifland of Malta, in which they 
fixed their refidence, retaining, though with left 
power and fplendour, their ancient fpirit and im- 
placable enmity to the Infidels. 

"* Fontanus de Bello Rhodio, ap. Soard. Script. Rcr. Ger- 
man, vol. ii. p, 88. P. Barre. Hifl. d' Allan, torn. viii. 57- 
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BOOK in. 

Charles, having had the fatisfeaion of feeing book 
hoftilities begun between France and England, took ^ -—;,■-->/ 
leave of Henry, and arrived ui Spain on the feven- cuIi^wm m 
teenth of Junei He fonnd that country juft be- c*^**^- 
ginning to recover order and ftrength after the mi- 
feries of a civil war, to which it had been expofed 
during his' abfiance ; an account of the rife and pro- 
gi^efe of which, as it was but little connefted with 
the other events which happened in Europe, hath 
been refervfed to tliis place. 

1 

No fooner was it known that the Cortes affem- infarreaioa 
bled in Galicia i^iad voted the emperor a free gift^ ^^toWo. 
- J without 
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BOOK Without obtaining the redrefs of any one grievance, 
v_^^-.^' than it excited univerfal indignation* The citi^ 
»5»a* zens of Toledo, who confidered themfelves, on 
account of the great privileges which they en* 
joyed, as guardians of the liberties of the Cafti* 
iian commons, finding that no regard was paid 
to the remfonftrances of their deputies againft 
that unconftitutional grant, took arms with tu* 
multuary violence, and feizing the gates of the 
city which were fortified, attacked the al-cazar^ 
or caflle, which they foon obliged the governor* 
to furrcnder. Emboldened by this fuccefs, they 
deprived of all authority every perfon whom they 
fufpefted of any attachment to the court, efla- 
bliihed a popular form of government, coinpoled 
of deputies from th^ feveral parifhes in the city, 
and levied troops in their own defence. The 
chief leader of the people ialthefe infurredions 
was Don John de Padilla, the eldeft (on of the 
comme&dator of Caftile, a young nobleman of a 
generous temper, of undaunted courage, md 
poilbfled of the talents as well as of th^ ambition 
which, in times of civil 4ifcord| raife meA tg 
power and eminence \ 

V 

Of Sigovia* . Thb refentment of the ditiz^ns id Segovia pro^ 
4uced eSeds (till more fataL TordetUl^, om 
fii thdr reprefentativ^ in the lat^ Ck)rte6> ha4 
voted. for the. Donative, ;ui4 betfig 9r bold spo^ 
haughty man, ventured, upon his return, to call 

together 
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together hw felIoW<itIzdi8 ia the great church, 
that he might give them, according to cuftom,. 
^n account of his conduA in that affembly. But 
the multitude, unable to heiax his infolence, in 
jittempting to j\iftify what they thought in- 
fsxcufable, burft open the gates of the church 
<<rith the utmoft fiiry, and feizing the unhappy 
Toidefilia3> dragged him through the ftreets, 
with a thoufand curfes and infults, towards 
tiie place of public execution. In vain did the 
4ean and canons coipe forth in procefEoi> with 
the holy facrament, in order to appeafe their 
rage. ls\ vain did the monks of thofe monafteries 
t)y which they pafled, conjure them on thdr 
knees to fpare his life, or at leaft to allow him 
time to confefs, and to receive abfolution of his 
fins. Without liftening to the diftates either of 
humanity or religion, they cried out, *' Thsjt 
the hangman alone could abfolve fuch a tndtor 
to his country;'* they then hurried him along 
vdth greater violence ; and perceiving that he had 
expired under their hands, they hung hini up 
ivith his head downwards on the common gibbet \ 
The fame fpirit feized the inhabitants of Burgos, 
Zamora, and feveral other cities j and though 
their reprefentatives, t-aking warning from the 
fete of TordefiUas, had been fo wife as. to fave 
themfelves by a timely flight, they were burnt in 
effigy, their houfes rafed to the ground, and 
their effeds confumed with fire } and fuch was 



* P. Martyr. Ep. 671. 
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the horror, which the people had conceived againft 
them, as betrayers of the public liberty, that not 
*^**' one in thofe licentious multitudes would touch 
any thing, however valuable, which had bel(mged 
to thfem •. 

Afeafomof Adrian, at that time regent of Spain, had 
order to pu- fcarcely fixed the feat of his government at Val- 
]*um^' hdolid, when he was alarmed with an account of 
'**•• thefc infurreftions. He immediately aflembled 
the privy council to deliberate' concerning the 
proper method of fuppreffing them. The coun- 
fejlorg differed in opinion ; fome infifting that it 
was neceffary to check this audacious fpirit in its 
infancy by a fevere execution of juftice ; others 
advifing to treat with lenity a people who had 
fome reafon to be incenfed, and not to drive 
them beyond all the bounds of duty by an ill- 
timed rigoun The fentiments . of the former 
being warmly fupported by the archbifhop of 
Granada, prefident of the council, a perfon of 
great authority, but choleric and impetuous, 
were approved by Adrian, whofe zeal to fupport 
his mailer's authority, hurried him into a meafure, 
to which, from his natural caution and timidity, 
he would otherwife have been averfe. He com- 
manded Ronquillo, one of the king's judges, to 
repair inftantly to Segovia, which had fet the firft 
example of mutiny, and to proceed againft.the 
delinquents according to law ; and left the people 
> 

* Sandov. ic3, P, Mart. Ep» 674. 
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ihould be fo outrageous as to refift his authority, book 
a confiderable body of troops w4s appointed to ^-i— ,-iL^ 
attend him. The Segovians, forefeeing what „;'^,^* 
they might expeft from a judge fo well known lepuifcdat 
for his aufterq and unforgiving temper, took **""* 
arms with one confent, and having muttered 
twelve thoufand men, fliut their gates againft 
him. Ronquillo, enraged at this infult, de** 
Bounced them rebels and outlaws, and his troops 
feizing all the avenues to the town, hoped that it 
would foon be obliged to furrender for want of 
provifions. The inhabitants, however, defended 
themfelves with vigour, and having received a 
confiderable reinforcement from Toledo, under 
the command of Padilla, attacked Ronquillo, 
and forced him to retire with the lofs of his 
baggage and military cheft \ 

Upon this, Adrian ordered Antonio de Fonfeca, ;?^ •* ^^ 
w^dm the emperor had appomted commander m campo. 
chief o£ the forces in Caftile, to affemble an 
army, and to befiege Segovia in form. But the 
inhabitsaits of Medina del Campo, where cardi- 
nal Ximenes had eftablifhed a vaft magazine of 
military (lores, would not fuffer him to draw 
from it a train of battering cannon, or to deftroy 
their countrymen with thofe arms which had 
been prepared againft the enemies of the king- 
dom. Fonfeca, who could not execute his orders 
without artillery, determined to feize the raaga^ 

? SandoY. II2. ?• Mart, Ep. 679. Mlaiana, Contiuwjj. 15, 
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zht by force ; and the citizens ftanding on thdr 
defence, he ai&ulted the town with great toifk* 
'^*** nefs: But his troops were fo warmly recdved, 
A»5. 2i* *^^> defpsdf ing of carrying the place, he fet fire 
to fome of the houfes, in hopes that the citizens 
would abandon the walls, in order to fave their 
fitmilies and eSoGts. Inflead of that, the expe* 
dient to which he had recourfe ferved only to in- 
creafe their fiiry, and he was repulfed with great 
difgrace, while the flames, fpreading from ftreet to 
ftreet, reduced to alhes almoft the whole town, 
one of the moft confiderable at that time in Spain, 
and the great mart for the manufaftories of Sego- 
via and feveral other cities. As the warehoufes 
were then filled with goods for the approaching 
feir, the lofs was immenfe, and was felt univerfally. 
This, jidded to the impreflion which fuch a cruel 
zGdon made on a people long unaccuflomed to the 
horrors of civil war, enraged the Caftilians almoft 
to madnefs. Fonfeca became the- objeft of gc? 
neral hatred, and was branded with the name 
of incendiary, and enemy to his country. Even 
the citizens of Valladolid, whom the prefence of 
the cardinal had hitherto reftrained, declared that 
they could no longer remain inaftive fpeftators 
of the fufferings of their countrymen. Taking 
arm^ with no lefs fury than the other cities, they 
burnt Fonfeca*s houfe to the groimd, eleded ne^ 
magiftrates, raifed foldiers, appointed officers tq 
command them, and guarded their walls with ai 
much diligence as if an enemy had been ready :tQ 
attack thenu 
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^, wd xapable iof .g9(venttng t^e :kiagdc^ with 
iiomm in times pf tranquillity, poffeflGed ndith^r 
the ^si^ars^e jmt il^.iagacity jieqeflary at fi^ch a bandiius 

. :4MjgerQij;8 jUnawe* Fw.4iftg hiwfelf ^unable to *'^'**' 
tchecfctfecfe outnig^s (jamflMtt^ under his, oyn eye, 
.heiatteinpt^ tp appeiafeithp people, by proteftiug 
jld»atT^Q«fec9r .^d e2CQ£eded jbls i>rdQrS| ap^ bad by 
im 113& <;oiidu6: offended hm^ as tnwh as be 
'l&iadiityyJSed .th^m* This cond^fcejifipn, the effeft 
.^ irrefolution aod jtinii||iity> rendered the mak* 
CQ&fient^ ,bQ]der suid .xoore iftfplent ; aiid the car«* 

. idinal shaving ibon after recalled Jcm£eca» aad dtf- 
ilniile^ his ^troops, which che could tno longer affoi'd 
^ ipay^ as the trea&ry, dii^amed by the zapacioufiids 
x>f .the £lemiih nHniiters, iiad received no fupply 
iiom jdie ^eat xrities, .whidi were 9II in arms, t^e 
ypeqple were left at full liberty tf> ad widioiit con~ 
troul^ .and fcarcely any.ihadow of power remained 
iabisha&dsk 

NojR. were tbe jf>Tpcfeeding8 of the commons t^c ThevTewt 
,^%ds merely" of popular and tumultuary rage ; fioni*I!fthe 
Ahiy ^ed at obtaining redrcfe of their politic^ cST'*^ 
jgnevapces, and an eftaUifhrnent pf . public li- 
berty on a fecure bafis, objefts worthy of all Ae 
iz^ IvJhich they difcoyered in contending for 
tbe?n» The feudal jgpvemment in Spain ..was at 
that time in a'ftate more favourable to liberty 
thanm any other of the great European king- 

•.^ms« !T1iis was owiag chiefly to the .number 
<rf ;gi?eat citiies in 'that coimtry, a icircumftauxce I 
iuve already Jake^. nptice. of, ^and whkh. CQ^ 
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« o OK but* more than Siny other to mitigate the rigour 

^«^A^ of the feudal inftitutions, and to introduce a 

'5»». more liberal and equal form of government. 

The inhabitants of every city formed a great cori- 

poration, \fdth valuable immunities and privi- 

< leges ; they were delivered from a ftate of fub« 

. je£tion and vaiTalage ; they were admitted to a 

confiderable ffaare in the legiflature ; they had 

acquired the arts of indufhy, without which cities 

cannot fubiift ; they had accumulated weahh, by 

engaging in commerce ; and bang free and in- 

• dependent themfelves, vf&tc ever ready to zQt as 

• the guardians of the public freedom, and inde- 
pendence^ The gaiius of the internal govern- 
ment eftabliihed among the inhabitants of cities, 
which, even in countries where defpotic power 
prevails mod, is democratical and republican, 
rendered the idea of liberty, familiar and dear to 
th^. . Their reprefentatiyes in the Cortes were 
accuftomed, with equal fpirit, to check the en- 
croachments of the king and the oppreflion of 

. - the nobles. They endeavoured to extend the 
• '^ ■ privileges of their own order ; they laboured to 

-V ^flrakc ofFthi remaining incumbrances with" which 
the fpirit ctf feudal policy, favourable only to 
the nobles, had burdened them ; and, confcious 
of being one of the moft ionfiderable orders in 
the ftate, were ambitious of becoming the moft 
powerful. 

Their con- ' The ' prcfeut juufture appeared favourable for 
the^Mmcof >puj(hing anynew claim. > Their foverdgn was ab- 

iunt"°'^ ' fe*^ f®^ • *^i* dominions j by the ill^rondudt of 

his 
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his minUten he had loft the efteem and afiedioii 
cf his fubjeds ; the people exsd^rated by' many 
injuries had taken Jirms, though without concert, *5'** 
almoD: by general tonfent; they were animated 
with rage capable of carrying * thdn to the moil 
violent extremes ; the royal treafury was ex^ 
liaufted; the kingdom deftitute of troops; and 
the government committed to a ilranger, of 
great virtue indeed, but of abilities unequsd to 
&ch a tmft. The firft cam of Padilla, and the 
other f{k3ipttlar leaders ixrho obferved and deter* 
mined to iinprove thefe drcumftances, was to 
^^flablifliifotne form of ' union or aflbciation among 
the mialeconteats, that they might a£l with greater 
regularity, and purfiie one common end ; and as 
the different cities had been prompted to tak^i 
afms by the fame motive^ and were accuftomed 
•to confkkr tbemfelves as a ^ftind: body from the , 
reft of the fubje^ts, they did not find this diffi<» 
cult* A general convention was appointed to be 
held at Avila. Deputies appeared there in name 
of almoft all the cities entitled to have reprefen- 
tativ^ in the Cortes« They all bound tbem- 
felves, by folemn oath, to live and die in the fer- 
rvice of the king, and in defence of the privileges 
of their order; and afluming the name of the 
holy yuntay or affociation, proceeded to deliberate 
concerning the ftate of the nation, and the proper 
method of redrefling its grieiyances. The firft Thtyi\u 
that naturally prefented itfelf, was the nomina- drUn'sa«« 
tion of a foreigner to be regent ; this they de- **"^^* 
clared with one voice to be a violation of the 

P a funda- 
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fundailiciital Iav8 of ^e kingidom, ««^ JikML 
to fend a dkputiktion >of 'thetr manbens to Q^^riati^ 
reqmriiighiin in iheix tame to Astf stfute ^ the 
enfigns of Izis office, »nd to abftainrlea* ^e ^u^ntc 
from die exercife x)f a juE]fdifiio.n wbkh th^y had 
pronounced iil^l 
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Gctpof- W«rx^E they <«(rere ^pK^mog no ttxcGute dni 

queen" ^ bold refohitlon, RadiUa accompliilied an €SBter# 
jotnni. p^g ^£ ^^ greateft aflvantage to Ae xaufe 
Aug. 29. After relieving tSegovia, iie marcbed :!liiulidfii)y to 
TordefiUas, the place vehere the vuidiappy iqueea. 
Joanna had reTided fiiure tlte dealli of her 'htit 
band, and beiag jfayoared by ; the inhahifailts, 'was 
admitted into the txsam^ and became mafter of 
her pcrfon, for the Security of which Adrian bad 
neglefted to tnke ^proper precaateQs*^ Padifii 
waited immediately 4ip«n the queen^ and acooft* 
ing her \irith Aat profound refpeift, :f^hich iflic 
exa^ed from Ae feMr peribns >whom Ae ^dgficd 
to admit into her prdetvee, acquainted iier .it 
'large with the miferabie condition of her'Gaftiliaa 
•fubjeftd under the government of her ^fon, cwho 
-being deftitute of cxpdience hknfelf, permitted 
his foreign miners to treat them with £ach 
rigour as had 6b%ed them to take anns in ^e- 
'fence of the liberties of their country. T3ie 
queen, as if fhe had been awakened out of 4l 
lethargy, exprdSfed great aftonifiimient at what 

« P. Mart. Ep. 691 . 'Vita ddl' Impcr. Cari. V. 

4eU' Alf. .UUofU Ven^ i509..p. 67. Miniana, Contia. p. 17. 

he 
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he^aL aad tt>l(( Ite, that M file had newer book* 

Illi 

haxd^ imtfl^ tfant timotieiit^ of Ae detth o£ her i_^^-^ 
ikehisr^ or kno\ku the finfieriagf of her peo^^ ho <5m« 
biame could be iii]|>uted to' her, but that now flie 
vfovHd tike care to provide a fufficknt remedy ; 
and m ^ mkanf time, added fte^ let it be yonr 
coficem to do< trhat is neceflary for the puUic 
utttlEai^ Pad^ too dager im fbrming a cpn* 
chifion agreeable to his wifhes^ miftook thb lucid 
iHtervial of reafoa for a perfe£b return of that 
faculty; s(fid aoquaiming the Junta with i«hat 
had hapi^enec^ advifed them to remove to Tor^ 
defi}l|;99 and^ to hold their meedngs in that place. 
This, vns inftantly done ; but. though Joanna re-* 
ceived Tcry gradoufly an addrefa of the Junta^ 
befeeehing her to take vpoa herfdf the govern- 
naent of the Idngdom, and in token of her com» 
pfiance^ admitfced all the deputies to kifs her hand ; 
though ihe wae prefeat at a tournament held on 
that oecafion, and fisemed hi^ly fadsfied widi. 
bodi thofe ceremonies, which were condud^ 
with great magnificence m otd^r to pleafe her^ 
ibe foon relap&d into her former melancholy and 
fuUennefs, and could never be brought, by any 
arguments or intreaties, to fign any one paper 
noccfiuy for the difpatch of bufinefs K 

The Junta, concealinir as mudi as poffiUe this ^^^*n <» s^* 

^ vernmcat in 

hft circumftance, carried on all their delibera- her name, 
dons in the name of Joanna; and as the Cafti* 

; Sftiidov.' 164. P. Mart. Ep. 6S5»-686* 
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and deprive 
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all power. 


Hans, \Ako iddfized the meOkory of Ifabdla; re- 
tained a wonderful attaohment to her daughto'^ 
no fooher was it known that fhe had confented to 
aflume the reins of govemtnent^ than the people 
exprefled the moft univecfal and immoderate joy ; 
and believing her recoTery to be complete, 
idcribed it to a miraculon& ' interpofition of Hea- 
yen, in order to refcu^ .their country from the 
opprdflion of foreigners. The Junta; confcious 
of the reputation and power which they had ac- . 
quired by feeming to ^d: under the ro]^ autho* 
rity, were no Ipngor fatisfied with requiring 
Adrian to refign the ofEee of regent; they de- 
tached Padilla to Valladolid with a confiderable 
body of troops, ordering him to feize fuch mem- 
bers of the council as were ftill in that city, to 
conduft them to TordefiUas, and to bring away 
the feals of the kingdom, the public archives, 
and tfeafury books. Padilta, who was received 
by the citizens as the deliverer of rhis country,' 
executed his commUIion with great exadnefs; 
pennitting Adrian, however, / ftill to reiide in Val<« 
ladolid, though oniy as a private perfon, and 
without any fhadow of power \ 


The empe« 
foir liar med. 


The emperor, to whom frequent accounts of 
thefe tranfa£tions were tranfmitted while he was 
ftill in Flanders, was fenfible of his own impru- 
denee and that of his mixiiflers, in having defpifed 
too long the murmurs axui remonftrances of.the 
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t!afti&uis. He beheld, with deep concern, a book 
kingdcAn, the molt valuable of any he poiTeflfed, v.*-...!*^, 
and in whicH lay the ftrength and finews of his *^***' 
powler, juft ready to difown his authority, and on 
the pibint of being plunged in all the miferies of 
civil war« But though his prefence might have 
averted this calamity, he could not, at that 
time, vifit Spain without endangering the Impe- 
rial crown, and allowing the French king full 
leifure to execute his ambitious fchemes. The "•»"«- 

lures with 

only point now to be deliberated upon, was, »fpcato 
whether he fhould attempt to gain the malecon- contents,' 
tents by indulgence and conceffions, or prepare 
dir^ly to fupprefs them by force; and he re- 
folved to make trial of the former, while, at the 
fame time, if that ihould £iil of fuccefs, he pre- 
pared for the latter. For this purpofe, he iffued 
circular letters to all the citie$ of Caftile, exhort- 
ing them in moft gentle terms, and with affur- 
ances of full pardon, to lay down their arms; 
he promifed fuch cities as had continued faithful, 
not to exadl from them the fubfidy granted in the 
late Cortes, and offered the fame favour to fuch 
as returned to their duty ; he engaged that no 
office fhould be conferred for the future upon 
any but native CafUlians. On the other hand, ' 

he wrote to the nobles, exciting them to appear 
with vigour in defence of their own rights, and 
thofe of the crown, againft the exorbitant claims 
of the commons ; he appointed the high admiral 
Don Fadrique Enriquez, and the high conflable 
of Caftile, Don Ijnigo de Velafco, two noblemen 
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BOOK of gfesr atilitiks as wdl a^ influence, regcaJS of 
the kmgdoni in conjuhSJoh Mfith Adrian:^ and 
he gave them full power sUid infti*uSi<Ws^ i& the 
obllinacy of the maleconterits ihould render il 
heceffary,' to vindicatt the royal authority by 
force, of arms V 


The Ivge 
remoa- 
itrance of 
the Juo:a 
concerning 
their gricvt 


These conceflioni,^ which, at the time of his 
leaving Sp»n, Would haVc fully fatisfied the 
people, came now too hie to produce any tSedu 
The Junta, relying on' the Unanimity with which 
the nation fubmitted to then* ailthority, elated 
with the fuccefs^ which hitherto had accompfanied 
all their undertakings^ and feeing no mflitary 
force coUefted to defeat or obftruQ: their defigns, 
aimed at a more thorough reformation of political 
abufes. They had been employed for fome time 
in preparing a remohftrance, containing a large 
enumeration, not only of the grievances of which 
they craved redrefe, bfut of fuch new regulations 
as they thought ncceffary for the fecurity of their 
liberties, . This re^onftrance, which is divided 
Into many articles relating to all the different; 
member^ of whi(:h the ponftitution was* comr 
pofed, as y^ell as the Various departments in the 
adminiftration of go^nm^t, fumilhes us with 
more authentic evidence c-oncerning the int^ 
tion$ of. tl^ Junta, than can be dj^wn from the 
teftimony of theater Spanifc hiftoyips, who lived 
iii tipaes when it became fafhionable and cvea 


' P, Hcuter. Ktr. Auftr, lib, viii. c, 6, p. x88. 
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Wsce&jj to iSepr^ift die condu^ of the «kl6- ^^"^ 
eontefits in tire tlt)iA ii^t, aikl as ftonHng froia 
the worft Alothres; Afiber a long preamble con-* *5^* 
eerning the various calamities under viiiieh die 
iadon groai]^ and the eirors and corruption^ in* 
government to which thefe were to be imputed^ 
Atf take notice (^ tiie exemplary padence where^ 
with the people had endured diexn, until: fd£r 
jrfefepvarioni and^ the duty which they owied to^ 
their country, had obliged them* to aJSfemble, ia 
order to provide hi a legal manner for thdr own 
fefety, and that of tfa^ conilitutibn : For this 
purpofe they demanded dxati the king would be 
pleafed ro return to hh Spanifh dommxons and 
lefide there, as all their former monarchs had 
done J that he would not marry but with con- 
fent of the Cortes ; tha^ if he fhould be oUiged 
at any time to leave the kingdom, it fbdl ndr be 
kwftii to appoint any foreigner to be regent;, 
that the preient nomination of caidinal Adrian to- 
that office ftatt inftantly be declared void ; that 
he would iiot, at his return, bring along with 
l^m any Flemings or other ftrangers ^ that no 
foreign troops fiiall, on any pretence whatever, 
be introduced into the kingdom; that lione but 
ilatives ihaii be capable of holding any office or 
benefice either in church or flate ; that no foreigner 
ihall be naturalized; that free quarters fhall not 
be granted to foldiers, nor to the members of 
the king's hpufelmld, for any longer time than 
fix days, and that only when the court is in a* 
progrdb ; t|iat all the taxes fhall be reduced to 

the 
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th^ feme ftatc they were in at the deaA of queen 
Babella ; that aU alienations of the royal demefnes 
***•• or revenues (Jnce* that queen's .de^ith fliall be 
refiimed ; that aU new offices created fihce that 
period fhall be aboliflied ; that the fubfidy granted 
by the late Gortes in Galida ihall not be ex* 
aded ; that in all future Cortes each city fliall 
fend one reprefentative •of the clergy, one of the 
gentry, and one of the commons, each to be 
eleded by his own order ; that the crown fliall 
not influence or direS: any city with regard tcy 
the choice of its reprefentatives ; that no member 
of the Cortes fliall receive an office or penfion 
from the king, either for himfelf or for any of 
his family, under pain of death, and confifcation 
of his goods ; that each city or community fiiail 
pay a competent falary to its reprefentative for fai& 
maititenance during his attendance on. the Cortes; 
that the Cortes fliall aflemble once in three yeais 
at Icaft, whether fummoned by the king or not, 
and ihall then enquire into the obfervation of the 
articles now agreed upon, and deliberate concern- 
ing public afiairs; that the rewards which have 
been given or promifcd to any of the members 
of the Cortes held in Galicia, fliall be revoked ; 
that it fliall be declared a capital crime to fend 
gold, filver, or jewels out of the kingdom ; that 
judges fliall have fixed falaries afligned them, 
and fliall not receive any fliare of the fines and 
forfeitures of perfons condemned by them; that 
no grant of the goods of perfons accufed fliall be 
valid, if given before fentence was pronounced 

againft 
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againfl: them ; that aU privileges vhich the lk>b}e$ 
have at any time obtained, to the prejuidiee 'of: 
the commons, fliall be revoked ; that the govern^ "i*^ 
ment of cities or towns fliaU not be put into the 
hands of noblemen ;» that the poflSsffions of the 
nobiltfy ihall bei (nbyeSt to all public taxes in due 
lame manner as thofe of the commons ; . that an 
enquiry be made into the conduct of fuch as have 
been entrufted w^th the management pf the royal 
patrimony fince the aceefQon of Ferdinand; and 
if the king do not within thirty days appoint 
perfoBS properly qualified for that fervice, it fhali 
be lawful for the Cortes to nominate them ; that 
Indulgences fhall not be preached or difperfed ia 
the kingdom- until the caufe of p^bliihing them- 
be eixamined and approved of by the Cortes; ' 
that air the money arifrng from the fale of InduU 
gences ftall be faithfully employed in carrying on 
waragainft the *Infidels ; that fu^h prelates as do 
not refide in their diocefiss fix months in the year^ 
fliair forfeit their revenues during the time, 
^ey are abfent ; diat the ecclefiaftical judges and 
their pfficc^rs fhall not exad greater feea tbian thofe 
which are paid in the fecular courts ; that the 
prefent archfoifhop of Toledo, being s^ foreigner^' 
be compelled to refign that dignity, which 
ihall be conferred upon a Caflilian ; that the 
king fhall ratify and hold, as good fervice done 
to him and to the kingdom, all the , proceedings 
of the Junta, and pardon any irregularities which 
the cities may have committed from an excefs 

' of 
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of zeal Jn a^ goofd caufe: Tlat he ft Alt promiB 

C and i^ear m^ the* mod- ibfemn: mannep to 66ft^^ 

«5***' att th^ afticlei, and on no oecaftm att^npt 

' other to ehide, ok to rej^l' them i and ths» lie fts^ 

ne^er fblidt the pQ>pe or any other pretafe to grane 

fawn ^ difpenfetion or abfolotion' from tiik ozAk aiid 

Thefpirit StTCH ^ofc thc chicf irdcfea prefettted by the 
wwch'? J^»fe t^ *^r forereign. As the feud^ iriffifa^ns 
*««^*'» in the feveral "^ngdoms of Europe vtere efrlff* 
mSf tike lamei the . geniu* of thofe governments 
n^Mdh arofe from them bore a ftforigrefemblaace 
to eadh other, and the regulationsi which the 
GaftJKans attelnpted to eftablilh oi^ this oeca^cm, 
(fiffer little froin thofe which other nadbm have 
laboured to procure ia their fhtigg^s ndth tfieir 
monarch* for lib^ty« The grievance^ comptakied' 
of, afid the remedies propel by the Exigifl^ 
GOmiiion& in thdr contefts with the pmicet of 
the honfe c^ Stuart, paortieularly ref&nble thofe 
upon which the Junta now kfifted. But the 
principles of liberty feem to Have been belter 
nndeiilood, at this period, by the Caftilians, than 
by any other people in Europe; they had acquked 
more liberal ideas with refped to their own rights 
and privileges ; they had Iwmed more bold and 
generous fentiinents concerning government ; and 
difcovered an extent of political knowledge to. 

^ Sandov. 206. P. Mart. Ep. T586. 
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•uriudli ^ .£ngK& ihemfttres jdid not aUiab n&dl s oo k 
jBMfltiiiaaax:entiiiy aftsrwucds. ' ».,^,.w 

ir js ndt ioqiinbaUe, bowevety that die fpkk 

.of redBoonation anuiDg the iCaildlians^ hitherto 

tunnsftrai&ed by authority^ and ^emboldened bj^ 

ifiicceb^ became too impetuous, ^aod proii^>ted die 

Junt^ (to piopofe iimavBlfens wfaicb, by sdanating 

-the .odi^; nsenibeis of the conftkution, promd 

[&lial to iifaeirxauie. The inobles, who, infbad of 

)QbQ)radjing^ had :iavouaied or jconnivedVat their 

t|»acx:eed]ng8, while they coofitted their deman4s 

iiof ;j)edrefs'ito ibcb .gtie^QOioes as had been occa- 

riioned fayithe king'9 want .of lexperience, and by 

itfae inpcudence 'and rapadoufndfe dF his foreign 

jininifters, were filled '>^idi indignation, when the ^b^ 

.^imta (began jIq toudi the puiidleges of their order^ 

and .plainly iawithat jthe naeafures of the commons 

! toided no 4efs ito break .the power of /die 

.onftopnoy^ than .to limit the prerogatives of tbe 

.aqwj^ The refentment udiich they.had omceived 

'on jaccooht of Adrian's promotion to the regency, 

jil»ted Gonfiderably upon the >empecor's raifinjg 

.the conftable and admiral to joint power with 

him in that office ; and as their pride and dignity 

s0ere leis hurt by fuffenng the prince to poffdfs 

an extenfive prerogative, Aan by admitting the 

'high pretenfions of the people, they determined 

• to give their fovereign the afliftance which he 

had demanded of them, and began to aiTemble 

iheir vaiials for ths^t purpofe. 

. 4 Thi 
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The Junta, moaoiTivlule, expedbd with iAiptiicm 
the emperor's anfwer to . dieir r^nonftraace, 

Thfdi**. ^^'^ ^^y h^id appointed feme of thdr number 
tics of the ix> {)rerent« ' The meml^ers' entruiled ^th this 
i!l!c%feL^t comixiiilioa fet out- immediately for Ctennany, 
^ft[*;^, but, having received at different '{)laces certain 
oaobcr 20. .intelligence, from court, that they, could not 
venture, to appear there 'M^thout endangering didr 
Uxres^ they : ftopt fhort in their journey, and ac- 
quainted the Junta of the informatioh which had 
been given them^ This excited fudbi vioteot 
j>ai(fiona as tranfpoitcd. the ^ivhble party beyond 
all bounds of prudence or of moderation. That a 
king of Caftile fhould deny his fubjeds > acceb 
into his prefence, or arefufe to lifltai to their 
humble petitions, was reprefented as an aft 
of tyranny £0 unprecedented and intolerable, 
that nothing now remained but with arms in 
their ;hands to .drive away that ravenous band 
of foreigners which, encompafled' the throne, who^ 
. after having deyourbd the wealth of the kingdofii, 
found it, neceffary to prevent the cries of ai 
injured people from reaching the ears of their 
rioittt fovereign. Many infiiled warmly on approving a 
ffthfflTu. motion which had formerly been made, for depriv- 
ing Charles, during the life of his.motha:, of the 
regal titles . and authority which ^ had : been too 
raflily conferred upon him, from a falfe fuppo- 
fition of her total inability for government. 

,^Sandtv, 143. 
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'Sbme propdSsd to provide a^rq)er perfon to. aflifl: * ^^^^^ ^ 
her in the admiiiiffaration of public afiairs, by ^-m^ r r^ 
marrying the queen to the prince of Calabria^ *^*** 
the heir of the Aragonefe kings of Naples^ who 
.had beeii detained in prifan iince the time that 
.Ferdinan4 had . difpoffefled his anceftors of their 
croMm. All agreed that, as the hopes of obtaining 
redrefs' sad iecurity merely^ by prefenting their 
requeils to their fovereign) hid kept them too Idng 
m a Hate of inadion, and prevented them from 
taking advantage: of the uhaniouty vrith which 
.the nidon declaied- in their' Savour, it was now 
neeeffitry to colled thdr whole force,: and to exert 
diemfelyes with Vigour, in oppofmg this fatal 
combination of the king and the nobility againfl 
thdr liberties''. 
* 

Thky ibon took the field wiih twenty thou- TaUeti* 
fmd men. Violent difpiites arofe concerning Ae * 
: command of this Irmy. Padilla, the darling of 
the people smd foldiers, was the only perfon whom 
they thought worthy of this honour. But Don 
Pedro de Giron, the eldcft fon of the Conde 
tde Uruena, a young noUeman of the firft order, 
having lately joined the commons out of private 
refentment againft the emperor, the refped due 
tto his birth, together with a fecret defire of 
diiappointing Padilla, of whde popularity many 
members of the Junta had becoifte jealous, procured Novtmber 
,him the office of general; though he fooa gave *^' 

. *f. Mart, pp.688. 

them 
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B o o4c tbem a &tal pnx^ tkat .he pofleflbiLiMkfaor .dp 
-^^.-^Ao expeoeace) .the abilities, .nor the ificadiaefs iwhich 
>5^** jAatiinpoitantibuoniiQqiiured. 

The regntt ^^^ r^ents, meaonfaile^ dpfxmEte^ Rioieoo ai 

Md nobkt .^g rplace of lendezvDUs for diiir troops, nAkh) 

though iar ixiferiof to >ttiofe of the icammaos ia 

iiiimber^'edscell^d them - greatly in difc%line and in 

valou#i Ibey haddrawn a ^onfideraible body d 

dregolar and vetevan in&utry oiit of 'Na^ane« 

Their cavalry, which formed ^ chief ftrei^ 

«)f their artny^xonfifted moftly-of geatlemenjiccof' 

tomed to the -military life, and animated^^ 

the martial fpiiit peo^ar to Mieir ord^ in Aai 

.:lg^4 The in£EUO^ry of the j^nta /was formed 

entirely of citizens and mechanics, litde acquainttd 

with the ufe of arms. The fmall body of cavalry 

which they had been .able -to .raiik, m^ composed 

of perfons of ignoble birth^ and perfect jftraagots 

tto the femce .into -which :Aey iemtered 03ie 

:chara£faer of the .generals . difiered no ids ithan tbA 

.of ctheir troops. The i roy alifts were commanded 

:by the Cond^ de Haro,i|^&x:oi\ftable''s eldeftfon, 

.an.olEcer of great exponeflQce and of ^sftisguilbed 

abilities. 

Imprudence GinoK marched with his army ^ direSly to 

ceri^tbT Kiofeco, and feizmg the villages and ,p^s around 

g^^; it, hoped that the royalifts wpuld be obliged 

•either ta furreo^er for want .of provifions, otto 

fight with difadvantage before all their troops 

were aflembled. But be had not the abilities, 

iior 
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fiot his troops the patience and difcipline neceflary book 
for the execution of fuch a fcheme. The Conde >_^ A_- 
de Haro found little diiBcuIty in conducing a '^**- 
^onfiderable reinforcement through all his pofts 
into the town ; and Giron, defpairirig of being 
able to reduce it, advanced fuddenly to Villa- 
panda, a place belonging to the conftable, in 
which the enemy had their chief magazine of 
provifions. By this ill-judged motion, he left 
Tordefillas open to the royalifts, whom the Cond^ 
de Haro led thither in the night, with the utmofl: Decemier 5. 
fecrecy and difpatch ; and attacking the town, 
in which Giron had left no other garrifon than 
a regiment of priefts raifed by the bifhop of 
Zamora, he, by break of day, forced his way 
into it after fei defperate refiftance, became mafter 
of the queen^s perfon^ took prifoners many members 
of the Junta, and recovered the great feal, with the 
other enfigns of government* 

By this fatal blow, the Junta loft all the reputation 
"and authority which they had derived from feeming 
to afl: by the queen's commands ; fuch of the 
nobles as had hitherto been wavering or unde- 
termined in their choice, now joined, the regents 
tdth all their forces; and an univerfal confter- 
nation feiied the partisans of the commons. This 
was much increafed by the fufpicions tliey began 
to entertain of Giron, whom they loudly accufed 
of having betrayed TordefiUas to the enemy ; 
and though that charge feems to have been def- 
dtute of foundation, the fuccefs of the royalifts 

Vol. JL Q^ being 
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bemg owing to Giron's ill^onduft rather than td 
his treachery, he fo entirely loft credit with his 
parly, that he refigned his commiffion, and retired 
to one of his caftles \ 

Sucri members of the Junta as had efcaped the 
enemy's hands at TordefiUas, fled to Valladolid; 
and as it would have required long time to fupply 
the places of thofe who w^re prifoners by a new 
eledtion, they made choice among themfclves of 
a fmall number of perfons, to whom they com- 
mitted the fupreme diredion of affairs. Their 
army, which grew ftronger every day by the arrival 
of troops from different parts of the kingdom, 
marched likewife to Valladolid ; and Padilla being 
appointed commander in chief, the fpirits of the' 
foldiery revived, and the whole party, forgetting 
the late misfortune, . continued to exprefs the fame 
ardent zeal for the liberties of their country, and 
the fame implacable animofity againft their op- 
prefTors, 

What they flood moft in need of, was money 
to pay their -troops. A great part of the current 
coin had been carried out of the kingdom by the 
Flemings ; the ftated taxes levied in times of 
peace were inconfiderable ; commerce of every kind 
being interrupted by the war, the fum which it 
yielded decreafed daily; and the Junta were 
afraid of difgufling the people by burdening them 

• Mifcdlaocous Trafis by Dr. Mich. Geddes^voLi^p.^y^* 

with 
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Vith flew impofitions, to which, in that age^ they » o o k 
were little accuftomed. JBut from this difficixlty v^-^.^ 
they were extricated by Donna Maria Pacheco, '5*» 
Padilla's wife, a woman of noble birth, of great 
abilities, of boundlefs ambition, and animated with 
the moft ardent zeal in fupport of the caufe of 
the Junti* She, with a boldnefs fuperior to thofe 
fuperftitious fears which often influence her fex^ 
propofed to feize all the rich and magnificent 
ornaments in the cathedral of Toledo j but left 
that adtion, by its appearance of* impiety, might 
offend the people, (he and her retinue marched 
to the church in folemn proceffidn, in mourning 
habits with tears in their eyes, beating their 
fcrfeafts, and falling on their knees, implored 
the pardon of the faints whofe fhrines flie was 
about to violate. By this artifice^ which fcreened 
her from the imputation of facrilege, and per- 
iuaded the people that neceflity and zeal for a 
good caufe had conftrained her, though with re- 
luftance, to venture upon this aftion, fhe ftripped 
the cathedral of whatever was valuable, and 
procured a confiderable fupply of money for the 
Junta*. The regents, no lefs at a lofs how to 
maintain their trooips, the revenues of the crown 
having either been diffipated by the Flemings 
Or feized by the commons, were obliged to 
take the quedn^s jewels^ together with the plate 
belonging to the nobility^ and apply them to that 
purpofe J and when thofe failed^ they obtidned 

. * Sandov. 308. Di£L de Bayl$, art. PadiOi^ 
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B o & K a ftfiall fum by way of loan from the king of 
v^Lw Portugal V • ' 

Lofctimein T^^iE nobility difcovered great yiiwilllngnefs td 
wlfr,^'''"* proceed to extremities with the Junta. They 
fcobiiicy. were animated with no l6fs hatred than the 
commons* againft the Flemings ; they approved 
hiuch of feveral articles in the . reoionftrance ; 
they thought the junfture j^vourable, liot only 
for redrefiing part: grievances, but for rendering 
the conftitution hiore perfe^ and fecure by new 
regulations ; they were afraid, that while the two 
6rders, of which, the legiflature was cdmpofed, 
wkfted each other's ftrength by mutual hoftilities, 
the crown would rife to power on the ruin or 
weaknefs of both, and eilcroach no lefs on the 
independence of the nobles, than oil the pri- 
vileges of the commons. To this difpofitioa were 
owing the frequent overtures of peace which the 
regents made to the Junta, and the continual 
Tiegoclations they carried on during the progrefs of 
their military operations. Nor were the tenns 
which they offered' unreafonable ; for Oil con* 
ditioii that the Junta would pafs from a few articles 
moft fubverfive of the royal authority, or in- 
confiftent with the rights of the nobility, they 
engaged to procure the dmperor^s confeltit to their 
- other demands, which if he, through the inflaence 
of evil counfellors, fhould refufe, feveral of the 
nobles promifed to join with the common* i» 

'P. Mart. Ep. 718- 
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thdt endeavours -to . extort kx Such divifions, ^S.?^ 
bpweVer, prfev^cd among the members of the 
Junta, as preveated their deliberadng calmly, or *^** 
judging with prudence. Some of th& cities which 
had entered into the confederacy, were filled with 
thiat miean jeabufy and:dii}:ruft of each other, 
whic^ rivalfhip iia commerce or in grandeur is 
apt to . iQfpire ; the ^onftable, by his influence and 
proiniles, had prevailed on the inhabitants of Bur- 
gos to abandon the Junta, and other noblemen 
had fhaken ,the fidelity of fome of the leffer cities ; 
^6 pfirfon.hadfarffeit'aiQtmg the commons of fiich 
fupcripr abilities* dr ^: elevation .of 'mind as to 
acquire ' the ^ilire&ioh of theii; affair ;xPadilla, their 
genecaU ^^ ^ inatn of popular ^ (qualities, but 
difbofted' for that reafibn by thofe of higheft rank 
who adhered to'the Junta ; the coadir^ of Giron 
Jed the people to view, with fufpicion, ' 6vefy 
bsrfon of noble birth who joined their pairty^; 
£> that the fbrongeft marks of i^tiblutibn, m\|tudl 
iiiftruil^ and mediocrity of genius^ appeared 
in all their ptocaedmga at this, iimie. After 
many confiiltatiohs held concerning • the terms 
propcrfed by thq regents, ^iey fuflfered them- 
fclves to be fo carried awaiy by refentment ag^nft 
the nobility, that^ reje^ng ^Jl thoughts of ac- 
commodation, they threatened to ftrip them of 
.(he crofwn lands, ivhich they orl their anceftors 
had ufurped, and to rq^umex thefe to the royal 
4omata. Up«a this prepofterous fcheme, which 

:»!*. Mart. Ep. 695. 713. ficdcks'8Traas,i. 26r. 
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3 o o K would .at once have annihUated all the liberties 

v-^,1--; for which they had l^en ftruggling, by rendering 

' '5*»« the king§ of Gaftile abfolute and independent on 

their fubjeftp, they were fo intent, that they now 

(exclaimed with lefs vehemence againft the ex# 

adions of the foreign niinifters, than againft the 

exorbitant power and wealth of the nobles, and 

feemed to hope that they might make peace v/kh 

Charles, by offering to enrich b^m with their 

\ fppils. 

E!a^ea with Th£ fuccers> which Padilla had met with in . 

in fomr" * f^verjil fmall encounters, and in reducing feme 

fmaiiren- jBeonfiderable towns^ helped to precipitate the 
members ; of the Junta into this meafure, filHog 
thesrf with fuch confidence in the valour of 
jheir troops, .that they hoped for an eafy viftory 
over, the royalifts^ Padilla, that his army might 
not remain inadive while fluflied with good 
fortune, laid liege to Torrelobaton, a place of 
greater flrength and impcxtanGe than any that 
he bad hitherto ventured to attack, and which was 
defended by a fufficient garrifon ; and though 
the befieged made a defperate reiiflance, an^ 

**?!^t'' t^^ admiral attempted to relieve them, he took 
the town by ftbrm,. and gave it up to be plundered 
by his Joltfiers.' If he had marched inftantly 
with his victorious army to Tofdefillas, the head- 
quarters of the royalills, he could hardly have 
&iled pf making an effedual impreffion on their 
troops, whom he would have found in aftoniihi 
fnqnt at the briikneft of his operations, and far 


i53i'^ 
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from being of fufEcient ftrength to give him book 
battle. But the ficklendTs and imprudence of _,,-^-»_r 
1 the Junta prevented his taking this ftep. In* , *5« 

! . . , Impiudence 

capable, like all popular affodations, either of ©f their 
carrying on war or or making peace, they Iiftened 
again to overtures of accommodation, and even 
agreed to a Ihort fufpenfion of arms* This ne- 
gociation terminated in nothing; but while it 
was carrying on, many of Padilla's foldiers, 
unacquainted with the reftraints of difcipline, 
went oflF with the booty which they had got at 
Torrelobaton j and others, w^ried out by the 
unufual length' of the campaign, deferted '. The 
conftable too had leifure to aflemble his forces at 
Burgos, and to prepare every thing for taking the 
• field ; and as foon as the truce expired, he.e&ded 
a junftion with the Condfe de Haro, in fpitc of all 
Padilla's efforts to prevent it. They advanced 
immediately towards Torrelobaton ; and I^dilla^ 
finding the number of his troops fo diminifhed that 
he duril not riik a battle, attempted to retreat 
to Toro, which if he could have accompliihed, 
the invafion of Navarre at that jundure by the 
French, and the neceffity which the regents muft 
have been under of detaching men to that kingr 
dom, might have faved him from danger. But Thf nobie» 
Haro, fenfible how fatal the confequences wduld a!my rf^« 
be of fuffering him to efcape, marched with J^^'* . 
fuch rapidity at the head of his cavalry, that he 
came up with him neqfr ViUalar, and, without 

^ Sandov. 336, 

(^4 waithig 
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BOOK waiting for his in&ntryj advanced to the attack^ 
w-v-i,^ Padilla's army, fatigued and difheartened by 
i54», ij^^ii- pi?edpitant retreat, which they could not 
diflinguilh from a flighty, happened at that time 
to be paffing over a ploughed field, on which 
Jbch a viaknt rain had fallen, . that the foldiers 
futtk klmoft to the knees at every ftep, and 
teiBaiacd expofed to the fire of fome field-pieces 
. .whidi the'royalifts h>ad brought, ^long with thenii 

,A11' thefe circumftaBces fo difconcerted. and in- 
timid^ted .rarr 'foldiefs^ that .without- facing thp 
and defeat It. eticmyt^ or ntokiftg any refiftance, they f^ed ia 
thi' utmoft confufipi^ Padilla . e«:erted himfelf 
jw^ith extraordinary cpurfige and ^i^^iyity • in Qr4er 
to* 1^8%: them, ti*)u^|x in vain }^ fear repdenng 
th^ii deaf botth tQ- his threats and> intreaties; 
l^xMic^ i«yhich, ',firie^g -mattr^a ifr^ievable, and, 
^ioivhig not to f\^ive the|difgr^ of that day, 
sUid Ae . ruin, of jiis .p*i'ty> he ruihed into the 
thii^l^iiof the ^n^y.i but being w6u|)de4 ^ 
^tfttlaiinted, he w^li: t^kefi prifoner* His principal 
4fficef^ 'ffaared the fa^^. f^^te \ the co^qmon foldieni 
^re' iillawcd to defiart; unhurt, the iiobles being 
too geaerotts to kill jQc^en who threw 4own their 


*- ' * 


• • 


I'j >> 
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The iBfisoftment. of h|s ^cmiesi did not fuffcr 
Pidilla : ta Knger. Jong ip expe^atiop of wh^t 

. ;':'6w>dov; 345, &c- -iP. Mart. Ep, 72)0, Miniana, Contin, 
p. 26. Epitome de la Vide y, Heclaos del Emper. Carlos V. 
por D. Juan Anton, de Vera y Zuniga. 4to. Madr. 1627. 

^' '^ ' ftould 
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AlouM befal him. I^Tpxt day he was condemned ^ ^^^ * 
to lofe hi^ head, though vdmout any regular trial, «— ^v^*-? 
the notoriety of the crime being fuppofed fuffi- '^"* 
cient to fupferfede the formality of a legal pro- 
cefs. He was led ixiftantly to ex;ecutioxi, toge- Padiii«, 
ther with Don John Bravo, and Don Francis [ti'^t^ 
Maldonad&9 thg former commander of the Sego- ^^^ 
vians, and the latter of the trpop^ of Salamanca. 
Fadilla vkw^' the approve}) oC d^tb with caim 
but undaunted fortitude ^ .; ^d when Br^yo, his 
fellow-fufferer, expreffed fome indignation at 
hearing himfelf proclaimed fV traitor, he checked 
him, by^ ol?fcfviftg, '^ That yefferday w^ th^ 
time to have difplayed the fpirit of gentlemen, 
this day tp die with the meeknefs of Chriftians/* 
Bdng^ pevmitted to writie to his wife and to the 
communifj^ of Toledo, the place of his nativity, 
he addreffed ffie former with a manly and' vir- 
tuous tendemefs, and the latter with the exulta- 
t^on natural, to one who confidered himfelf as a 
' martyr for ,the liberties of his country '* After 

* ' this, 

• ... . • 

• * The ftrain of thefe letters is fb eloquent and high-fpirit- 
f*d, that I have tranflated them for the entertaimnent of mj 
feaders. 

Ti>e Letter of pon John Padilla to his fftfe. 

" Senora, 

" If your grief ^vk not afflift me more than iny own 
^eathy 1 ftiould deem myfelf perfeAly happy. For the end 
of life being certain to all men, the Almighty confers a mark 
of diftinguifliing favour upon that perfon, for whom he ap- 
points a death fuch as niine, which, though lamented by 

3 maoy» 
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» fii^ ^ ^^9 he fubmitted quietly to his fate. Moft rf 
'— — ^/-^i^ the Spanifli hiftorians, accuftomed to ideas of 
»S»*« government and of regal power, very different 
from thdfe ui!K)n which he afted, have been fo 
eager to tcftify their difapprobation of the caufc 
in which he was engaged, that they have ne. 
glefted, or have been afraid to do juftice to his 
virtues; and by blackening his memory, have 
endeavoured to deprive him of that pity, which 
is feldom denied to ilhiflxious fufferers. 

Kijinofthe The vl£bory at Villalar proved as dedfive as it 
'"^* Vas complete* Valladolid, the moft zealous of 

an 


•many, is neverthdiefs acceptable unto him. It would requn 
mort tixnie than I now have, to write any thing jthat could afibni 
.you coafoIatioQ. That my .enemies will ^ot grant me) ^ 
do I wi(h to delay the reception of that crown which I hogc 
to enjoy. You may bewail your own lofs, but not my deatli> 
which; being fo htjnonrable, ought not t^-* bb lamented by 
any. My fi^ul, for nothing ^elfe is left to me, I bequeath tti 
yoii. You will receive it, as the thing in this world which 
you value moft. I do not write to my father Pero Lopcz^ 
becaufe I dare not ; for though I have Ihc^vn myfelf to be his 
fon in daring to lofe my life, I have not been the heir of hi* 
good fortune. I will not attempt to fay any thing more, that 
I may not tire the executioner, who waits for me ; and that I 
may not excite a fufpicion, that, ia order to prolong my life^ 
I lengtlien out my letter. My fervant Sofia, an eye-witncfs, 
and to whom I have communicated my moft fecret thoughts, 
will inform you of what I cannot now write ; and thus I reft, 
expecting the inftrument pf your grief, and of my deliver? 


ance.**^ 


His Letter to the City of Toledo. 

« To thee, the cj*jyp .- of Spain, and xk% feht of th^ 
whole world, free from the time pf the mighty Goths : to 
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0II the affoclated cities, opened its gates immet. book 
diately to the conquerors, and being treated with ,^^ 

great clemency by the regent3, Medina del Cam^ '5** 
po, Segovia, and many other towns, followed its 
example. This fudden diflblution of a confede-» 
racy, formed not upon flight difgufts, or upon ' 
trifling motives, into which the whole body of the 
people had entered, and which had been allowed 
time to acquire a confiderable degree of order and 
confiflicnce by eftabliftiing a regular plan of go- 
vernment, is the ftrongeft proof either of the in- 
fibility.of its leaders, or of fpme fecret xlifcord 
reigning among its members. -Though part of 


thee, who, by fhedding the blood of ftra^gers, as well as thy 
own bloody haft recovered liberty for thyfelf. and thy neigh- 
bouring citiejb thy [estimate fon» Juan de Paditta, gives 
information, how by thebloo,d of his body, thy ancient vdcr 
tories Jire to be refreflied. If fate hath not permitted my 
anions to be placed among your fuccefsful and celebrated ex- 
ploits, the fault hath been' in my ill fortune, riot in my good 
yrSL This I requeft of thee as* of a mother, to accept, fmcc 
God hat|i given me nothing more to lofe for thy fake, than 
that whiph I am now to relinquifh. I am more folicitous 
about thy good opinion than about my own life. . The fhlft^ 
ings of fortune, which never ftands ftill, are many. But 
this I fee with infinite confblation, that I, the leaft of thy 
children, fuffer death for tbee ; and that thou haft nurfed at 
thy^ breafts fuch as may take vengeance for my wrongs. 
Many tongues will relate the manner of my death, of which 
1 am ftill ignorant^ though I' know it to be near. My end 
Trill tcftify what was my defire. My foul I recommend to thee 
as tQ tke p^UDoefs pf Chnftianity. Of my body I fay nothing 
for it is not mine. I can write nothing more, for at this very 
moment I feel the knife at my throat, with greater dread of 
thy difpleafure, than apprehenfion of my own pain." gan- 
^OY, Hift. vol. i. p. j^jB. 

that 
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BOOK that army, by ^fhlch they had beeii fubdued ivaa 

v_^^.ii^. pbliged, a few days after the hatde, to march 

i^i. towaiids . NavarrfSj igi . order to check the pro- 

grefs of the French in that kingdom, nothing 

could prevail on the deje£ted commons of Caflile 

tp tak? arms again, and to cinibrace fuch a far 

vourable opportunity of acquiring thofe rights 

and privileges for which they h^d appeared fa 

Padiiia's zealoup. The city of Toledo alone, animated 

'i oiedo with by Donpa Maria P^checq, PgLdilJa^s \yidow, who, 

iTcatrp»rit. jj^gg^^ Qf bQwailing her hufband with a \^omani{Ii 

forrow, prepared to revenge , his death, and tq 
profecute J that caufe in defence of which he had 
fuffered, iriuft be excepted, RefpeQ: for her fex, 
^r admiratipji, for her. course smd abilities, a$ 
jwell as.fyaipaihy with her; misfortunes, and ve<* 
iieratiaii foir the nieniory of her ^h^iband, fecured 
her the fame- afcendant over thie people which he 
had pofleffed. . Th^ prudence and vigpur with 
which fhe aSed,: jqftified th^t confidence they 
placed in her. She "wrote t<^ the French general 
in Navarre, aicoura^ng hipi to iiivade Caftile by 
the offer of powerful affiftance. She endeavoured 
by her letters and eRuffaries to revive the fpirit 
and hopes of the other cities. . She raifipd foldiers, 
^md exa^ed a great fum from t)i6 clergy belonging 
to the cathedral, in order to defray the expence 
of keeping them on foot "". . She employed every 
ardfice that could intereft or inflame the popu- 
lace. For this purpofe fhe ordered crucifixes to 

" P. Mart. Ep. 727. 

\>t. 
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be ufed by her troops inftead of colours, as if 
they had been at war with the infidels and enemies 
ctf religion ; (he marched through the ftreets of '5^* 
Toledo with her fon, a young child, clad in d^p 
mourning feated on a mule, having a ftandard 
carried before him, reprefenting the maimer of 
his father^s execution *• By all thefe means fh^ 
kept the minds of the people in fuch perpetual 
agitation as prevented their paflions from fub- 
fiding, and rendered them infenfible of the dan- 
gers to which they were expofed, by {landing 
alone in oppofition to the royal authority. While 
the army was employed in Navarre, the regents 
were unable to attempt the reduftion of Toledo 
by force; and all their endeavours, either to di- 
miniih Donna Maria's credit with the people, or 
to gain her by large promifes and the folicita- 
tions of her brother the Marquis de Mondeiar, 
t)roved ineflfe6lual. Upon the expulfion of the 
French out of Navarre, part of the army return- 
ed into Caliile, and inverted Toledo. Even this 
made no impreffion on the intrepid and obftinate 
courage of Donna Maria. She defended the 
town with vigour, her troops in feveral failles 
beat the royalifts, and no progrefs was made to* 
wards reducing the place^ until the clergy, whom 
Ihe had highly offended by invading their pro- 
perty, ceafed to fupport her. As foon as they 
received information of the death of William de 
Croy, archbifhop of Toledo, whofe poffeffion of 

* Sandqy. 375. 

that 
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B o o K that fee was their chief grievaHce, and that the 
^-T-^i^ emperor had named a Caftilian to fucceed himy 
'^*** they openly turned againft her, and perfuaded 
the people that ihe had acquired fuch influence 
over them, by the force of enchantments, that 
ihe was affiited by a ^uniliar daemon which at- 
tended her in the form of a Negro-maid, and 
that by its fuggeftions (he regulated every part of 
her conduft ^. The credulous multitude, whom 
their impatience of a long blockade, and defpair 
of obtaining fuccours either from the cities former- 
ly in confederacy with them, or from, the French, 
rendered defirous of peace, took arms againft her, 
and driving her out of the city, furrendered it to 
oaober 16. the royalifts. She retired to the citadel, which ihe 
defended with amazing fortitude four months long^ 
er ; and when reduced to the laft extremities, flie 
rebnury 10, made her efcape in difguife, and fled to Portugal, 
where fhe had many relations *. 


1522. 


Fatal effea« UpoN her flight, the citadel furrendered. Tran- 
;t;f""'' quilUty was re-eftabUflied in Caftile ; and this 
bold attempt of the commons, like all unfuccefe- 
ful infurreflions, contributed to confirm and ex** 
tend the power of the crown, which it was in* 
tended to moderate and abridge. The Cortes 
ftill continued to make a part of the Caftilian 
conftitution, and was fummoned to meet when- 

^ P. Mart. Ep. 727. 

J" Sandov. 375. P. Mart. Ep. 754. Ferrer* viii. 56J. 

, ever 
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ever the king ftood in need of money; but in- boo i^ 
iiead of adhering to their ancient and cautious <.^,^,I-^ 
form of examining and redrefling public griev- 'i*** 
ances, before they proceeded to grant any fupply, 
the more courtly cuftpm of voting a donative in 
the firft place was introduced, and the fovereign 
having obtained all that he wanted, never al- 
lowed them to enter into any inquiry, or to 
attempt any reformation injurious to his autho- 
rity. The privileges which the cities had en- 
joyed were gradually circumfcribed or aboliihed ; 
their commerce began from this period to de- 
cline; and becoming lefs wealthy and lefs po-^ 
pulous, they loft that power and influence which 
they had acquired in the Cortes. 

While Caftile was expofed to the calamities Tbepro- 
of civil war, the kingdom of Valencia was torn Storrec- 
by inteftine commotions ftill more violent. The {^^Ja***,^** 
affociation which had been formed in the city of 
Valencia in the year one thoufand five hundred 
and twenty, and which was diftinguilhed by the 
name of the Germanada, continued to fubfifl 
after^ the emperor^s departure from Spain. The 
members of it, upon pretext of defending the 
coaft^ againft the defcents of the Corfairs of Bar- 
bary, and under fandlion of that permifSon, 
which Charles had rafhly granted them, refufed 
to lay down their anns; But as the grievances, 
which the Valencians aimed at redrefling, prci- 

ceeded from the arrogance and exactions of the 

nobiHty; 
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BOOK nobility, rather than from any tinTratrantablc tx^ 
\^.^...j ercife of the royal prerogative, their refentment , 
*52»- t iined chiefly againft the former. As foon as 
thev were allowed the ufe of arms, arid became 
confcious of theit own ftrength, they grew imp- 
tient to take Vengeance of their oppreflfors. Tliey 
drove the nobles out of nioft of the cities, pluni 
dered their houfes, wafted their lands, and affault- 
ed their caftles. They then proceeded to deft 
thirteen perfons, one from each company of 
tradefmen eftablifhed at* Valencia, and committed 
the adminiftration of government to them, under 
pretei:t that they would reform the laws, eftablift 
one uniform mode of difpenfing juflice without 
partiality or regard to the diftindHon of ranks, 
and thus reftore men to fome degree of- their orij 
ginal equality. 

The nobles were obliged to take arms in'felf- 
defence. Hoftilities began, and were carried on 
with all the rancour with which refentment at 
opprefliori infpired the one party, and the idea of 
infulted dignity animated the other. As no per* 
-fon of honourable birth, or of liberal education, 
joined the Gcrmanada, the councils as well as 
troops of the confederacy were condufted by low 
inechanics, who acquired the confidence of an 
enraged multitude chiefly by the fiercenefs of 
thdr zeal and the extravagance of their pro* 
ceedings. Among fuch men, the laws intro- 
duced in civilized nations^ In order to reftrain of 

moderate 


m. 
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Imoderate the violence of war, were unknown or 
defpifed; and they run into the wildeft excefles 
of cruelty and outrage. H^** 

The empefol', occupied with fupprefling the 
iiifurreftion in Caftile, which more immediately 
threaten^ the fubverfion of his power and pre- 
rogative, was unable, to give much attention to 
the tumults in Valencia, and left the nobility of 
that kingdom to fight their own battles. His 
viceroy, the Conde de Melito, had the fupreme 
command of t!be forces which the nobles raifed 
among the vaflals. The Germanada carried on 
the war during the years one thoufand five hun- 
dred and twdity and twenty^ne, with a more 
perfevering courage, than could have been ex- 
peded from a body fo tumultuary, under the 
conduft of fuch leaders. They ddeated the no- 
bility in feveral aftions, which, though not con- 
fiderable, were extremely- fharp. They repulfed 
them in dieif attempts to reduce dTfferent towns. 
But the nobles, by their fuperior Ikill in war, and 
at the head of troops more accuftomed to fervice, 
gained the advantage in moft of the rencounters. 
At length they were joined by a body of Caftilian 
cavalry, which the regents difpatched towards 
Valencia, jfoon after their viftory over Padilla at 
Villalar, and by their alEftance the Valencian nobles 
acquired fuch fuperiority that they entirely broke 
and ruined the Germanada. The leaders of the 
party were put to death, almofl without any for- 

VoJL. II. R mality 
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mality of legal trial, and fuflFered fuch cfael 
punifliments, as the fenfe of recent injuries 
prompted their adverfaries to inflift. The go- 
vemment of Valencia was re-eftabliflied in its an- 
cient fpnn% 




Appear- In Aragon, violent fymptoms of the fame 

^taioltn' fpirit of difaffeftion and fedition, which reigned 
Aragon. '^ ^jjg other kingdoHis of Spain, began to appear, 
but by the prudent conduft of the viceroy, Don 
John de Lanufa, they were fo far compofed, as 
to . prevent their breaking out into any open in- 
FormidftWe furredion. But in the ifland^^of Majorca, an- 
ia Majorca. H^xed to the crowu of Aragon, the fame caufes 
which had excited the commotions in Valencia, 
produced effeds no lefs violent. The people, im- 
patient of the hardlhips which they had endured' 
under the rigid jurifdidHon of the nobility, took 
arms in a tumultuary manner; depofed their 
viceroy ; drove him out of the illand ; and maf- 
facred every gentleman who was fo unfortunate 
as to fall into their hands. The obftinacywith 
which the people of Majorca perfifted in their 
rebellion, was equal to the rage with which they 
began it. . Many and vigorous efforts were re- 
quifite in order to reduce them to obedience ; and 
tranquillity was re-eftablifhed in every part of 

* Argenfola Annales de Aragon, cap. 75. 90. 99* '^°' 
Sayas Annales de Aragon, cap. 5. 12, &c. P. Mart. Ep.l"'. 
xxxiii. & xxxiv. pafliin. Ferrer. Hift. d'Efpagne, viii. J4^' 
564, &c, 
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Spain^ before the Majorcans could be brought to book 
fubmit to their fovereign ^i -,r^"^ 

While the fpirit of difaffediori Was fo ireneral ^»"'" 

* ^ , _ 1 r /• which pre- 

aitiong ttie opamardS) and 10 many caufes con-^ vented th< 
curred in precipitating them into fuch violent ^ thriLtL 
meafureSi, i*^ oi"der to obtdn the redrefs of their * «*°'«'^« 
grievances, it may appear ftrangd, that the male^ 
contents in the different kingdoms ihould have 
carried oA their operations without any mutual 
concert, or even any intercourfe with each other* 
By uniting their councils and arms, they might 
have a£led both with greater force and with 
more effeft. The appearance of a nadonal con- 
federacy would have rendered it no lefs f efpeftable 
among the people than formidable to the crown j 
and the emperor, unable to refill fuch a combi* 
nation, muft have complied with any terms which 
the members of it fhould have thought fit to 
prefcribe. Many things, however, prevented the 
Spaniards from foi*ming themfelves into one body, • 

and purfuing common meafurfis. The people of 
the different kingdoms in Spain, though they were 
become the fubjefts of the fame fovereign, re- 
tained, in full force, their national antipathy to 
each other. The remembrance of their ancient 
rivalihip and hoftilities was ftill lively, and the 
fenfe of reciprocal injuries fo fttong, as to prevent 

* Argenfola Annales de Aragon, c; 1 13. Fdrer. Hift. viii^ 
542. Sayas Annales de Aragon, cap. 7. n. 14. 76. 8i. Forerat 
Hill. d'Efpagne, viii. 579, &c. 5©9. 

R % them 
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BOOK them from a^ing with confidence and cdnceft* 
^^^^^^^^ Each nation chofe rather to depend on its omi 
152a. efforts, and to maintain the ftruggle alone, than 
to implore the aid of ne^bours, whom they 
diftruded and hated. At tile fame time, Ae forms 
of government in the feVeral kingdoms of Spain 
were fo different, and the grievances of which 
they complained, as well as the ialterations and 
amendments in policy which they attempted to 
introduce, fo various^ that it Was not eafy to 
bring them to unite in any common plan. To 
this difunion Charles was indebted for the pre- 
fervation of his Spanilh crowns j and while eadi of 
the kingdoms followed feparate mcafures, they 
were all obliged at laft to conform to the will 0^ 
their fovereign* 

Theempc T^E arrival of the emperor in Spain filled his 

ror's pruocnt - . _ , n • • l 

and generous fubjefts who had bccn in arms againft him with 
towIJdrthe deep apprehenfions, from which he^fepn delivered 
maiccoii- iiiQui by an aft of clemencyi no lefs prtident dian 


tents. 


generous. After a rebellion fo general, fcarcdy 
twenty perfons, among fo many criminals ob- 
noxious to the law, had been puniftied capitally 
in Caftile. Though ftrongly folicited by his council, 
Charles refufed to fhed any more blood by the 
oeiober 28. hauds of the executioner ; and publiflied a 
general pardon, extencjing to all crimes committed 
fmce the commencement of the infurre6tions, 
from which only fourfcore perfons were excepted* 
Even thefe he feems to have named, rather with 

an intention to intimidate others, than from any 

inclination 


EMPEROR CHARLES V. 245 

WliQaddn to fei^se them ; for when an officious boor 
courtier oflFered tp inform him where one of . ^^L.^ _f 
the moil ooniiderabie among them was concealed, ^sn- 
he avoided it t>y a good-natured pleafantry ; 
^* Go, '* fays he,^' I have now no reafon to be 
afraid of that man, but be has fome caufe to keep 
at a diftance from me, and you wpuld be better 
employed in telling him that I am here, than 
in acquainting m^ with the place of bis retreat "" '% 
By this appearance of magnanimity, as well as 
l>y his care to avoid eyery thing which had 
difgufted the Caftilians during his former reiidence 
among them) by bis addreis in affuming their 
manners, in fpeaking their language, and in 
complying with all their humourg and cuftoms, 
he acquired an afcendant oyer them which 
Jiardly any of their native monarchs had ever" 
attained, and brought them to fupport him in aU 
his eiiterprifes with a zeal and valour to which 
he owed much of his fuccefe and grandedr ^ 

About the time that Charles landed in Spain^ ^ut'for^'* 
Adrian fet out for Italy to take poffeffion of his Rome, and 
new dignity. But though the Roman people cep.ion 
longed extremely for his arrival, they could not, 
on his firft appearance, conceal their furprize and . 
difappomtment. After being accuftomed to the 
princely magnificence of Julius, and the elegant 

* 8andov. 377, &c. Vida del Emper. Carlos, por Don Juan 
Anton, dc Vera y Zuniga, p. 30. 
t UUoa Vita de Carlo V. p. 85. 
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9 o o K fplcndour of Leo, they beheld with contempt an 
w old man of an humble deportment, of auftere 
'5»^- manners, an enemy to pomp, deftitute of tafte in 
the arts, and tmadomed with any of the external 
accomplifhments which the vulgar exped in thofe 
raifed to eminent ftations"". Nor did his poli- 
tical views and maxims feem lefs ftrange and 
aitonifhing to the pontifical minifters. He ac* 
knowledged and bewailed the corruptions which 
abounded in the church, as well as in the court 
of Rome, and prepared to reform both ; he dif- 
covered no intention of aggrandizing his family; 
he even fcrupled at retaining fuch territories as 
fome of his predeceffors had acquired by violence 
or fraud, rather than by any legal title, and for 
that reafon he inverted Francefco Maria de 
Rovere anew in the dutchy of Urbino,^ of v^hich 
Leo had ftripped him, and furrendered to the 
duke of Ferrara feveral places wreftcd from him 
by the church ^ To men little habituated to fee 
princes regulate their conduft by the maxims 
of morality and the principles of juftice, thefe 
aftions of the new pope appeared incontcftible 
proofs of his weaknefs or inexperience. Adrian, 
who was a perfefl: ftranger to the complex and 
intricate fyftem of Italian politics, and who could 
place no confidence in perfons whofe fubtle re* 
finements in buiinefs fiuted fo ill with the natural 

* Guic. I. XV. 238. JovH Vita Adriani, i ry* Bcllcfor. Epitr. 
4cs Princ. 84. ' Guic. lib- xv. 240. 
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fimplidty aAd candour of his own ckarafker, b o o ic 
being often embarrafied and irrefolute in his <-i^,^i>w 
deliberations, the opinion of his incapacity dai- '5*»* 
ly increafed, until both his perfon and govern* 
ment became objeds of ridicule among hi$ fub* 
jefts^. 


Adrian, though devoted to the emperor, en* "«en^««* 

" , , . vours to rc« 

deavoured to aflume the impardality which be- fiorepcact 
came the common father of Chriftcndom, and la- *"^""^ 
boured to reconcile the contending princes, in 
order that they might unite in a league agaihit 
Solyman, whofe conqueft of Rhodes rendered 
him more formidable than ever to Europe ^. But 
this was w undertaking far beyond his abilities. 
To examine fuch a variety of pretenfions, to ad- 
juft fuch a number of interfering interefts, to ex- 
tinguiih the paiHons which ambidon, emulation, 
and mutual injuries had kindled, to bring fo many 
hoftile powers to purfue the fame fcheme with un# 
animity and vigour, required not only uprightnefs 
of intention, but great fuperipritv both of under# 
{landing and addrefs. 

The Italian flates were no lefs defirous of peace 
than the pope. The Imperial army under Co- 
lonna was flill kept on foot, but as the emperor's 
revenues in Spain, in Naples, and in the Low 
Countries, were either exhaufled or applied. tQ 

« Jov. Vita Adr. 118. P.'Mart. Ep. 774. Ruf<;elli I^t- 
tre^ de Princ. vol. i. 87. 96. loi* 
^ Bellcfor. Epitr. p. 86. 
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B^o^ fome otiier purpofe, it departed entirely for pay 
s^m^,^^ and fubfiftisnce on the Italians* A great part of 
'^*** it was quartered in the ecclefiaftical ftate, an(| 
monthly contributions were levied upon the Flo^ 
rentines, th^ Milanefe, the Genoefe, and Luc- 
chefe, by the ^ceroy of Naples ; and though all 
exclaimed againft fuch opprefEon, and were im- 
patient to be delivered from it, the dread of 
worfe confequences from the rage of the army, or 
the rcfentment of the. wrperor, obliged them to 
fubmit^ 

»s»5- So much regard, however, was paid to the pope's 

league exhortations, and to a bull which he iffued, re- 

Fr^ch^^ quiring all Chriftian princes to confeht to a truce 

kiflgf for three years, • that the Imperial, the French, and^ 

EugMih ambafiador^ at Rome were empowered by 

their refpe^tive courts to treat of that matter ; but 

while they wafted their time in fruitlefs negocia* 

tions^ their mafters continued their preparations 

for war. The Venetians, who had hitherto adhered 

with great firmnefs to their alliance with Francis, 

being now convinced that his affairs in Italy were 

in a defperate fituation, entered into a league 

jiuK ftS. againft him with the emperor ; to which Adrian, 

at the inftigation of his countryman and friend 

Charles de Lannoy, viceroy of Naples, who per-* 

fuaded him that the only obftacles to peace arofe 

fkrni the ambition of the French king, foon after 

acceded. The other Italian ftates followed their 

example; and Francis was left without a fmgle 

' Guic I. xv« 238. 
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ally to refift the efforts of fo many enemies, whofe book. 
armies threatened, and whofe territories encom- ._ ^'^^r 
paffed, his dominions on every fide \ >5*3- 

The, dread of this powerful confederacy, it Fwcis'i 
■was thought,^ would have obliged Francis to keep ^furea in 
wholly on the defenfive, or at leaft have prevent- ^^f ^*"* 
ed his entertaining any thoughts of marching 
into Italy. But it was the charafter of that 
prince, too apt to become remifs, and even ne- 
gligent on ordinary occafions, to roufe at the ap- 
proach of danger, and not only to •encounter it 
with fpirit and intrepidity, qualities which never 
forfook him, but to provide againft it with dili- 
gence and induftry. Before his enemies were 
ready to execute any of their fchemes, Francis 
had affembled a numerous army. His authority 
ever his oWn fubjefe was far greater than that 
which Charles or Henry poffeffed over theirs. 
They depended on thdr diets, their Cortes, and 
their parliaments for money, which was ufually 
granted them in fmall fums, very flowly, and 
with much reluftance. The taxes he could im- 
pole were more confiderable, and levied with 
greater difpatch ; fo that on this, as well as on 
other occafions, he brought his armies into the 
field while they were only devifing ways and 
means for raifing theirs. Senfible of this advan- 
tage, Francis hoped to difconcert all the emperor's 
fchemes by marching in perfon into the Milanefe j 

^ Guic. L XT. 241. 248. 
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and this bold meafure, the more formidable be- 
caufe unexpefted, could fcarcely have failed of 
producing that eflfed. But when the vanguard of 
his army had already reached Lyons, and he him- 
felf was haftening after it with a fecond divifion 
of his troops, the difcoyery of a domeftic con- 
fpiracy, which threat^ied the ruin of the king- 
dom, obliged him to ftop fhort, and to alter his 
meafures. 


His charac" 
tcr. 


The caufet 

of" li s dil"- 


The author of this dangerous plot was Charles 
duke of Bourbon, lord high conftable, whofe noble 
birth, vaft fortime, and high office, raifed him to 
be the moft powerful fubje£l in France, as his great 
talents, equally fuited to the field or the coundl, 
and his fignal fervices to the crown, rendered 
him the moft illuftrious and deferving. The 
near refemblance between the king and him in 
many of their qualities, both being fond of war, 
and ambitious to excel in manly exercifes, as well 
as their equality in age, and their proximity of 
blood, ought naturally to have fecured to hiitn a 
confiderable (hare in that monarch's favour. But 
unhappily Louife, the king's mother, had con- 
traded a violent averfion to the houfe of Boiu*- 
bon, for no better reafon than becaufe Anne of 
Bretagne, the queen of Louis the Twelfth, with 
whom flie lived in perpetual enmity, had difco^ 
vered a peculiar attachment to that branch of the 
i*oyal family j and had taught her fon, who wais 
to'o fufceptible of any impreffion which his mo- 
ther gave him, to view all the conftable's anions 

2 with 
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vrith a mean and unbecoming jealoufy. His dif- book 
tingniflied merit at the battle of Marignano bad \^^ 
not been fufficiently rewarded ; he had been re* '5»3 
called from the government of Milan upon very 
frivolous pretences, and had met with a cold 
reception, which his prudent conduft in that 
difficult (tation did not deferve; the payment of 
his penfiohs had been fufpended without any good 
caufe; and, during the campsugn of one thou- 
&nd five hundred and twenty-one, th^ king, as 
has already been related, had affronted him in 
prefence of the whole army, by giving the com- 
inand of the van to the duke of Alen^on. The 
oonftable, at firfl, bore thefe indignities with 
greater moderation than could have been expecied 
from an high-fpirited prince, ccmfcious of what 
was due to his rank and to his fervices. Such 
a multiplicity of injuries, however, exhaufted his 
patience; and infpiring him with thoughts of 
revenge, he retired from court, and began to hold 
a fecret correfpondence with fome of the empe- 
|or> minifters. 

Abou^ that time the duchefs of Bourbon 
happened to die without leaving any children. 
Louife, of a difpofition no lefs amorous than 
vindiOive, and ftill fufceptible of the tender 
paffions at the age of forty-fix, began to view 
the conftable, a prince as amiable as he was 
accompliflied, . with other eyes ; and notwith- 
ftaading the great difparity of their years, fhe 

formed 
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BOOK formed the fcheme of marrying him, Bourbon, 
v...,^.,^^,^ who might have expefted every thing to which 
i5»3- an ambitious mind can afpire, from the doating 
fondnefs of a woman who governed her fon and 
the kingdom, being incapable either of imitating 
the queen in her fudden tranfition from hatred 
to love, or of diflcmbling fo meanly as to pre- 
tend affeftion for one who had perfecuted him fo 
long with unprovoked malice, not only rejeded 
the match, but embittered his refufal by fomc 
fevere rsallery on Louife's peribn and charader. 
She finding herfelf nor only contemnedj but in- 
fulted, her difappointed love turned into hatred, 
and fince fee could not marry, fee refolved to 
ruin Bourbon. 

For this purpofe fee ccmfulted with the chan^ 
cellor Du Prat, a man, who, by a bafe proflitu^ 
tion of great talents and of fuperior ikill in his 
profeffion, had rifeu to that high office* By his 
advice a law-fuit was commenced againfl: the 
conftable, for the whole eftate belonging to thci 
houfe of Bourbon. Part of it was claimed in the 
king's name, as having feUen to the crown ; part 
' in that of Louife, as the nearcft heir in blood d 
the deceafed duchefs. Both thcfe claims were 
equally deftitute of any foundation in jufticej 
but Louife, by her folicitations and authority, 
and Du Prat, by employing all the artifices and 
chicanery of law, prevailed on the judges to 
order the eftate to be fequefteredv This ui^uft 
decifion drove the conftable to defpair, and to 

' nxeafures 
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sneafures >vhicfa ddpmr alone could have didated. book 
tie i^enewed his intrigues in the Imperial court, ._^/-^_f 
and flattering himfelf that the injuries which he '^^as- 
had fuflFefed would juftify his having recourie to ncgociation> 
^isry means in order to obtain rev^nige, he offered empem 
to transfar his allegiance from his natCiral fo- 
Vereign to the emperor^ and to aflift him in the 
conqueft of France* Charles, as well as the king 
of England, to whom the fecret was communi- 
cated^, expecting prodigious advantages from 
his revolt, were ready to receive him with 
open arms, ai^ i%ared neither promifes nor al- 
lurements wfeic^ might help tx) confirm him in his 
fefolution. The emperor offered him in mar* 
riage his fifter Eleanor, the widow of the king, of 
Portugal, with an ample portion. He was in* 
eluded as a principal in the treaty between Charles 
and Henry. The counties of Provence and Dau- 
phin€ were to be fettled on him, with the title 
of king. The cmp«*or engaged to enter France 
by the Pyrenees, and Henry, fupported by the 
dPlemings, to invade Picardy ; while twelve thou* 
fand Germans, levied at their common charge, 
were to penetrate into Burgundy, and to aft in 
concert with Bourbon, who undertook to raife 
fix thoufand men among his friends and vaflals 
in the heart of the kingdom. The execution of 
this deep-laid and dangerous plot was fufpend- 
ed, until the king fliould crofs the Alps with the 
only- army capable of defending his dominions ; 

* Rjrmer's Feeder, xiii. 794. 

and 
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B o o fc and as he was far advanced in his march for tiiat 

IIL 

v.,.^.v^<.^ purpofe, France was on the brink of deftruc-i 
'5»3- tion "*. 


«• 


aifcovered. Happily for that kingdom, a negociatioil 
which had now been carrying on for feYeral 
months, though conducted with' the moft pro* 
fomid fecrecy, and communicated only to a few 
chofen confidents, cou}d not altogether efcape 
the obfervation of the reft of the conftable's nu* 
merous retainers, rendered more inquifitive hf 
finding , that they were diftrufted^ Two of thefe 
gave the king fome intimation of a myfterious 
correfpondence between their mafter and the 
count de Roeux, a Flemifh nobleman of great 
confidence with the emperor. Francis, who could 
not bring himfelf to fufpe^ that the firft prince 
of the blood would be fo bafe as to betray the 
kingdom to its enemies, inmiediately repaired to 
Moulins, where the conftable was in bed, f(pign« 
ing indifpofition, that he might not be obliged 
to accompany the king into Italy, and acquainted 
him of the intelligence which he had received« 
Bourbon with great folemnity, and the moft 
impofing aflfeftation of ingenuity and candour, 
aiferted his own innocence ; and as his health, he 
faid, was now more confirmed, he promifed to join 
the army within a few days. Francis, open and 
candid himfelf, and too apt to be deceived by 

■ Thuani Hill, lib. i. c. lO. Hcuter. Rer. Auftr. L*b. viii. 
c. j8. p. 207. 

the 
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the appearance of thofe virtues in others, gave book 
fudi credit to what he faid, that he refufed to <a— -,.^ 
arreft him, akhough advifed to take that pre- '5*i- 
caution by his wifeft counfellors; and, as if the 
danger had been over, he continued his march 
towards Lyons. The conftable fet out foon after, September, 
feenwngly with an intention to follow him ; but 
turning fuddenly to the left he croffed the Rhone, Files to 
and after infinite fatigue and peril, efcaped all the ^^^' 
parties which the king, who became fenfible too 
late of his own credulity, fent out to intercept 
him, and reached Italy in fafety \ 

m 

Francis took every poffible precaution to pre- 
vent the bad effefts of the irrq^arable error which 
he had committed. He put ganifons in all the 
places of ftrength in the conftable's territories* 
He feized all the gentlemen whom he could 
fufped of being his afibciates ; and as he had not 
hitherto difcovered the whole extent of the con- 
Ipirators fchemes, nor knew how far the infec- 
tion had fpread among his fubjefls, he was afraid 
that his abfence might encourage them to make 
fome defperate attempt, and for that reafon re- 
linquiihed his intention of leading his army in 
perfon into Italy. 

He did not, however, abandon his defign on French in^ 
the Milanefe; but appointed admiral Bonnivet M.uuefc, 

" Mem. de Bellay, p. 6^ &c. Pafquier Rechcrches de la 
France, p. 481. ' ^ 

to 



2s6 THE REIGN OF THE 

to take the fupreme command m hi& (lead, and 
to inarch into that country ttrkh aa army thirty 
'5*3^ thonfand ftrong. Bonnivet did not o-we this pre* 
ferment to his abilities as a generai ; for of all the 
taients requifite to form a great commander, he 
pofTefled only perfonal courage^ the loweft and 
the moft common. But he was the moft accom- 
pliihed g^itleman in the French court, of agree* 
able manners, and inimuating addrefs, and a 
fprightly converfation ; and Fr^icis, who lived 
in great £a»nlUarity with his courtiers, was ib 
charmed ' with thefe qualities, that he honoured 
him, on all occafions, with the moft partial and 
diftii^guiihing marks of his favour. . He was, be- 
* fides, the implacable enemy of Bourbon ; and as 
' the king hardly knew whom to truft at that junc- 
ture, he thought the chief command could be 
k>dged no where fo fafdy as in his hands. 

Thei'r ill CoLONNA, who was entruAed with the defence 
of the Milanefe, his own conqueft, was in na 
condition to refift fuch a fonnidable army. He 
was deftitute of money fuffident to p^ay his troops^ 
which were reduced to a fmall number by fick-* 
nefs or ddertion, and had, for that reafon, been 
obliged to neglefl: every precaution neceflary for 
the fecurity of the country. The only plan which 
he farmed was to defend the paffage of the river 
Teffino againft the French ; and as if he had for* 
gotten how eafily he himfelf had difconcerted a 
findlar fcheme formed by Lautrec, he promifed 
with great confidence on its being effeftual. But 

4 ill 
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in fj^te of all his cautfoft, it fucceeded ho better 
Mvkti him than ^th Lautrec. Bonniveft pafled 
the liver \rithout lofs, iat a ford which had been ^s^* 
negle&ed, and the ImperiaHfts retired to Mitan^ 
ptepzring to abandon the town as foon as thci 
French fhould appear before it. By an unac*^ 
countsible negligence, whith Guicciardini imputes 
to infatuation ", Boimivet did not advance for 
three ojc four days, and lofl the opportunity with 
l^hich his good fortune prdented him. The citi^ 
zens recovered from their conftemation ; Colonna, 
ftill a£Hve at the age of fourfcore, and Moroni, 
whofe enmity to France rendered him indefatigabk, 
were etnployed night and day in repairing the for- 
tifications, in amaffing provifions, in* colle6Hng' 
troops from every quarter; and by the time the 
French approached, had put the city in a condition 
to ftand a fiege. Bonnivet, after fome fruitlefs 
attempts on the town, which haraffed his own 
troops more than the enemy, was obliged, by the 
inclemency of the feafon, to retire into winter- 
quarters. 

DtJWNO thcfe tranfaflions, pope Adrian died ; ^jj^^y^ 
an event fo much to the fatisfaftion of the Roman 
people, whofe hatred or contempt of him aug- 
mented every day, that the night aft^r his deceafe, 
they adorned the door of his chief phylician's 
houfe with garlands, adding this infcriptiony 

^Guic.lib.xr. 254. 
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TO THE DELIVERER OF HIS COUNTRY^ 
The cardinal de Medici .' inftantly renewed his 
'^*^* pretenfions to the papal dignity, and entered the 
ponclaive with high e^pefkations on his own part, 
and a general opinion oi* the people that they 
would be fuccefsful. But though fupported by 
the Imperial fa&ion, poffeiTed of great perfonal 
interefl:, and capable of all the artifices, refine- 
nients, and corruption, which reign in thofe 
alTemblies, the obftinacy and intrigues of his 
rivals protrafted the conclave to the unufual 
ciemsit length of fifty days. The addrefs and perfe- 
Scrr. 28. verance of the cardinal at laft furmounted every 
pbftacle. He was xaifed to the head of the 
churchy and affumjed the government of it by 
the name of Clement VII. The choice was 
univerfally approved of. High expeftations were 
conceived of a pope, whofe great talents and. 
long experience in bufinefs feemed to qualify 
hfia no lefs for defending the fpiritual interefts 
of the church, expofed to imminent danger by 
' the progrefs of Luther's opinions, than for 
condudling its political operations with the pru- 
dence requifite at fuch a difficult jijndure ; 
and who, befides thefe advantages, rendered 
the ecclefiaftical ftate more refpedlable, by having 
in his hands the gfovernment of Florence, 
togetlier with the wealth of the family of 
Medici \ 


» Jovii Vit Adr. 1 27* * Guic. L xr. 265. 
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Cardinal Wolsey, not dilheartened by the Book 
difappointment of his ambitious views at the v mtf^i,'^ 
forma: eleftion, had entertained more fanguine woifiy^dif. 
hopes of fuccefs on this occafion* Henry wrote appomted 

* \I • J- 1.- r L- ' and filled 

to the emperor, remmding him ot his engage* wUhrefcnt. 
ments to fecond the pretenfions of his minifter. "^°'* 
Wolfey bcftirred himfelf with aSivity fuitable to 
the importance of the prize for which he con- 
tended, and inftrufted his agents at Rome to 
ipare iKather promifes nor bribes in order tp gain 
his end. But Charles had either , amufed him 
with' vain hopes which he never intended to 
gratify, or he judged it impolitic to oppofe a 
candidate who had fiich a profped of fucceeding, 
as Medici ; or perhaps the cardinals durft not 
venture to provoke the people of Rome, while 
their indignation againft Adrian's memory was 
ftill frefli,. by placing another Ultra-montane on 
the papal throne. Wolfey, after all his expefta- 
tions and endeavours, ; had the mortification to 
fee a pope elefted, of fuch an age, and of fo 
vigorous a conftitution, that he could not derive 
much comfort to himfelf from the chance of 
furviving him. This fecond proof fully convinced 
Wolfey of the emperor's infincerity, and it 
excited in him all the refentment which an haughty 
mind feels, on being at once difappointed and 
deceived ; and though Clement endeavoured to 
foothe his vindidive nature by granting him a 
copamiffion to be legate in England during life, 
with fuch ample powers as vefted in him almoft 
the whole papal jurifdiftion in that kingdom, the 

S 2 injury 
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injury he had now received made fuch an imprelfion 
as entirely diffolved the tie which had united him 
*«^3* to Charles, and from that moment he meditated 
revenge. It was neceilary, however, to conceal 
his intention from his mafter, and to fufpend the 
execution of it, imtil, by a dextrous improve9ient 
of the incidents which might occur, he fliould be 
able gradually to alienate the king's afieSions 
from the emperor. For this reafon, he was fo 
far from exprefling any uneafinefs on account of 
the repulfe which he had met with, that he 
abounded on every occafion, private as well a} 
public, in declarations of his high fatisfa&ion with 
Clement's promotion \ 

Henry't Henry had, duriiig the campaign, fulfilled, 

In f xMcc. with great fincerity, whatever he was bound to 
perform by the league againft France, though 
more flowly than he could have wiflied. His 
thoughtlefs profufion, and total negleft of ceco- 
nomy, reduced him often 'to great ftraits for 
money. The operations of war were now carried 
on in Europe in a manner very different from 
that which had long prevailed. Indead of armies 
fuddenly aflembled, which under diftinft chief- 
tains followed their prince into the field for ,a 
ibort fpace, and ferved at their own coil, troops 
were now levied at great charge, and received 
regularly confiderable pay. Inftead of impatience 
an both fides to bring every quarrel to the 

' FiddcsV Life of Wolfey, 294^ &c. Herbert. 

iilue 


EMPEROR CHARLES V. 2<f 

3ffue of a battle, which commonly decided the 3 0ok 
fate of open countries, and allowed the barons, v^.-i-^v^^ 
together with their vaflals, to return 'to their ^5*3^ 
ordinary occupations; towns were fortified with 
great art, and defended with much obftinacy; 
war, from a very fimple, became a very intricate 
fcience; and campaigns grew of courfe to be 
more tedious and lefs dedfive. The expence^ 
which thefe alterations in the military fyftcm ne* 
cefTarily created, appeared intolerable to nations 
hitherto unaccuftomed to the burthen of heavy 
taxes* Hence proceeded the frugal, and even 
parflmonious fpirit of the Englifh parliaments 
in that age, which Henry, with all his audiority, 
was feldom able to overcome. The commons, 
having refufed at this time to grant him the 
fiipplies which he demanded, he had recourfe to 
the ample and almoft unlimited prerogative which 
the kings of England then poiTefTed^ and by a 
violent and unufual exertion of it, railed the 
money he wanted. This, however, wafted fo Sept. aa 
much time, that it was late in the feafon 
before his army, under the duke of Suffolk, could 
take the field. Being joined by a confiderable 
body of Flemings, Suffolk marched into Pigardy, 
and Francis, from his extravagant eagemefs to 
recover the* Milanefe, having left that frontier 
almoft unguarded, he penetrated M far as tha 
banks of the river Oyfe, within eleven leagues 
of Paris, filling that cs^tai with conftemation. 
But the arrival of fome troops detached by tb<? 
king, who was ftill at Lyons j the a^ve gallantry 

53 t»i . 


26z 


THE REIGN OF. THE 



Hn-- 


of the French officers, who allowed* the allies* 
no refphe night or d?iy ; the rigour of a moft 
unnatural feafon, together with fcarcity of pro- 
viiions, compelled Suffolk to retire ; and La 
Kovember. Tramouillee, who commanded in thofe parts, had 
the glory not only of having checked the progrefs 
of a formidable .army with an handful of men, but 
of driving them with ignominy out of the French 
territories '. 


and thofe 
of the Gtr 
snans and 
Spaniards* 


The emperor's attempts upon Burgundy and 
Guienne were not more fortunate, though in 
both thefe provinces Francis was equally ill prepar- 
ed to refill them. The c6nduft and vi\lour of his 
generals fupplied his want of forefight ; the Ger- 
mans, who made an irruption into one of thefe 
provinQes> aind the Spaniards, who attacked the 
other, were repulfed with great difgrace. 


End of the 
campaiga. 


Thus ended the year 1523, during which 
Francis's, good fortune and fuccefs had been fuch 
as gave all Europe 'an high idea of his power and 
refburces. He had difcovered and difconcerted 
a dangerous confpimcy, the author of which he 
had driven into exile almofl: without an attendant ; 
he had rendered abortive all the fchemes of 
the. powerful confederacy formed againft him ; he 
.had protected his dominions when attacked on 
three different fides ; and ^though his army in the 
.MiUncfp had not made fuch progrefs as might 


* Herbert. Mem. de Bellay, 73, &c. 
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have been expeSed from its fuperiority tor the book 
€nemy in number, he had recovered, and ftill >_^^A_f 
kept poffeffion, of one half of that dutchy. »i*J' 

The enfuing year opened with events more scntimtiti 
difaftrous to France. Fontarabia was loft by the °^^^*^«w 

pope. 

cowardice or treachery of its- governor. In -Italy, Feb 17. 
the allies . refolved on an early and vigorous effort 
in order to difpoffefe Bonnivet of that part of the 
Milanefe which lies beyond the Tefino. Clement^ 
who, under, the pontificates of Leo and Adrian, 
had difcovered an implacable enmity to France, 
began now to view the power which the emperor 
was daily acquiring in Italy with fo much jealoufy, 
that he refufed to accede, as his predeceffors had 
done, to the league againft Francis, and forgetting 
private paffions and animofities, laboured with 
the zeal which became his charader, to bring, 
about a reconciliation among the contending 
parties. But all his endeavours were ineffeftual ; 
a numerous army, to which each of the allies 
fiirnifhed their contingent of troops, was affembled 
at Milan by the beginning of March. Lannoy, Jnip«"ai 
viceroy of Naples, took the command of it upon totaiccthe 
Colonna's death, though the chief direftion of ^ ^'^' 
military operations was committed to Bourbon 
and the marquis de Pefcara ; the latter the ableft 
and moft enterprifing of the Imperial generals ; 
the former infpired by his refentment with new 
adivity and invention, and acquainted fo thoroughly 
with the charaftcrs of the French commanders, 

S 4 the 
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BOOK the gflnias.of their troope, and the ftrength u 
\,^^^^ well as weakaefe of their armies, sis to be of in^ 
»|H* finite fervice to the party -which he had joined. 
But all thefe advantages were nearly loft through 
the einperpr's inability to xaife money fuffident for 
^s^uting the various and extenfiye plans which 
Retarded by he had formed. When his troops were con^v 
OiTuooi^ manded to mardb, they mutinied againft their 
l^ders, dipmandiiig the pay which was due to 
them for fome months ; and difregarding both the 
{aenaces and intreaties of their officers, threatened 
tp pillage the city of Milan, if they did not 
inftantly receive fafisfadtion. Out of this difficulty 
th^ genfrais of the allies were extricated by 
Moroni, "^ho prevailing on his countrymen, over 
^hom his influence was prodigious, to advance 
the fum that was requifite, the. army* took the 
field^ 

TheFreitcii BoNNivET wa5 deftitute of troop^ to pppofe 
«wifedto this ipirmy, and ftjU more of the talents which 
Miiaad^Bf Qould render him an equal match for its leaders. 
After various movements and encounters, de? 
fcribed with great accuracy by the contempo-. 
rary hiftorians, a detail of whiph would now 
be eq^ly unifitereftiijg and uninftrudive, he 
was . fprced to abandon the ftrong camp 
in which hp had pntrei^ched himfelf ^t Bia^ 
graffa. Soon after, partly by his own mifpon- 
dud, partly by th? adivity pf thp enemy, 

' Guic. 1. XV. 267. Cagpella, 190. 
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who harafled and ruined his army by continual 
fldrmiflies, while they carefully declined a battle 
which he often oflfered them ; and partly by the »$h* 
caprice of 6000 Swifs, who refufed to join his 
army, though within a day's march of it ; he was 
reduced to the neceffity of attempting a retreat 
into France, through the valley of Aoft. Juft as 
he arrived on the banks of the Sei&a, and began 
to pafs that river, Bourbon and Pefcara appeared 
with the vanguard of the allies, and attacked his 
rear with great fury« At the beginning of the 
charge, Bonnivet, while exerting himfelf with 
-much valour, was wounded fo dangeroufly, that 
he was obliged to quit the field ; and the condud^ 
of the rear was committed to the chevalier Bay* 
ard, who, though fo much a flranger to the arts 
of a court that he never rofe to the chief com* 
mand, was always called, in times of real dan* 
ger, to the poft of greateft diiEculty and import- 
ance. He put himfelf at the it^ad of the men 
at arms, and animating them by his prefence 
and example to fuftain the whole fhock of the 
enemy's troops, he gained time for the refk 
of his countrymen to make good their retreats 
But in this fervice he received a wound which he Death of the 
immediately perceived to be mortal, and being pa^^'arand 
unable to continue any longer on horfeback, he "»ino^«^« 
ordered one of his attendants to place him under army. 
a tree, with his face towards the enemy j then 
fixing his eyes on the guard of his fword, which 
he held up inflead of a crofs, he addrefled his 
prayers to God, and in this poilure, which 'be- 
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BOOK came his charader bbUi' as a foldier and as a 
\ T- . 'n„_r Chriflian, he calmly awaited the approach of 
'SM* death. Bourbon, who led the foremoft of the 
enemy's troops, found him in this fituation, and 
expreffed regret and pity at the fight. " Pity 
** not. me," cried the high-fpirited chevalier, 
*^.I die as a mla of honour ought, in the dif- 
** charge of my duty : They indeed are objefts 
of pity, who' fight 2^ainil their king, their 
country, and their oath." The marquis de 
Pefcara, pailing foon after, mahifelled his admi- 
ration of Bayard's virtues, as well as his fonrow 
for his fate, with the generofity of a gallant ene- 
my.; and finding that he could not be removed 
with fafety firom that fpot, ordered a tent to be 
pitched there, and appointed proper perfons to 
attend him. He died, notwithftanding their 
care, as his anceftors for feveral generations had 
done, in the field of battle. Pefcara ordered his 
body to be embalmed, and font Xo his relations ; 
and fuch was the refpeft paid to military merit in 
that age, that the duke. of Savoy commanded it 
to be received with royal hor^ours in all the cities 
of his dominioas ; in Dauphine, Bayard's native 
country, the people of all ranks came out in a 
folenm proceflion to meet it.". 

BoNNivET led back the fliattered remains of 
his army into France} and in one (hort cam- 

^ Bellifor. Epitr. p. 73. Mem. de Bellay, 75. Oeiiv. 
de Brant, torn. \t. jo8, &c. Pafquier Recherches, p. ^26. 
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psSgn, Francis was ftripped of all he had pof- book 
TefTed in Italy, and left without one ally in that ^^^^-v-*^ 
country. ^SH- 

While the war, kindled by the emulation of Progwff rf 
Charles and Francis, fpread over fo many coun- .^0^1^"' 
trks of Europe, Germany enjoyed a profound ^«'«"y- 
tranquillity, extremely favourable to the reform- 
ation, which continued to make progrefs daily. 
During Luther's confinement in his retreat at 
W^artburg, Carloftadius, one of his difciples, 
atiimated with the fame zeal, but poffeffed of lefe 
prudence and moderation than his matter, began 
to- propagate wild and dangerous opinions, chiefly 
among the lower people. Encouraged by his ex* 
hortations, they rofe in feveral villages of Saxony, 
broke into the churches .with tumultuary vio- 
lence, and direw down and deftroyed the images 
with which they were adorned. Thofe irregular 
and outrageous proceedings were fo repugnant 
to all the eleftor's cautious maxims, that, i£ 
they had not received a timely cEeck, they could 
hardly have failed of alienating from the re- 
formers a prince, no lefs jealous of his own au- 
thority, than a&aid of giving offence to the 
emperor, and other patrons of the ancient opi- 
nions. Luther, fenfible of the danger, imme<» 
diately quitted his retreat, without waiting for 
Frederic's permiffion, and returned to Wittem- umhe 
berg. Happily for the reformation, the venera- "S^*- 
tion for his perfon and authority was ftill fo 
.great, that his appearance alone fuppreffed that 

4 ipirit 
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fpiiit of extravagance which began to feize his 
party. Carloftadius and his fanatical foliowers, 
'5«*- ftruck dumb by his rebukes, fubmitted at once, 
and declared that they heard^ the voice of an angel^ 
not of a man *. 

Luther Before Luther left his retreat, he had begun 

i£^"filble. to tranflate the Bible into the German tongue, 
an undertaking of no le& difficulty than im- 
portance, of which he was extremely fond, and 
for which he was well qualified : He had a com* 
petent knowledge of the original languages; a 
diorough acquaintance with the flyle and fend« 
ments of the infpired writers ; and though his 
compofitions in Latin were rude and barbarous, 
he was reckoned a great mafter of the purity of 
his mother tongue, and could exprefs himfelf 
with all the elegance of which it is capable. By 
his own affiduous application, together with the 
affiftance of Melanfthon and feveral other of his 
difcipies, he finifhed part of the New Teflament 
in the year 1522; and the publication of it proved 
more fatal to the * church of Rome, than that of 
all his own works. It was read with wonderful 
avidity and attention by perfons of every rank. 
They were aflionifhed at difcovering how con-r 
trary the precepts of the Author of our religion 
are, to the inventions of thofe priefts whp pre* 
^ tended to be his vicegerents; and having now 

m than hand the rule of faith, they thought 
themfelves qualified, by applying it, to judge of 

• * Slcid. Hift. 51. Seokend. 195, 
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the eftabliflied ojrinions, and to pronounce when ^^^^^ 
they were conformable to the ftandard, or vfhen w ■ J^^^mM 
they depai«ed from it. The great advaiuages ^sh- 
arifing from Luther's fcranflation of the Bible, 
encouraged the advocates for reformaticMi, in the 
other countries of Europe, to imitate his example, 
and to publilh verfions of the Scriptures in their 
refpedive languages. 

ABOtJT this time, Nuremberg, Francfort, Ham-i sereMi d- 
burgh, and fcveral other free cities in Germany, the rites of 
of the firft rank, openly embraced the reformed chafcT^ 
religion, and by the authority of their magiftrates 
aboliihed the mafs, and the other foperftitious rites 
of popery ^. The eleftor of Brandenburgh, the 
dukes of Brunfwick and Lunenburgh, and prince 
of Anhalt, became avowed patrons of Luther's 
opinions, and countenanced the preaching of them 
among their fiibjeds. 

The court of Rome beheld this wowinff de- Mcafuret 
fedion with great concern ; and Adrian's firft care, by Adrian 
after his arrival in Italy, had been to deliberate lS,tk'th« 
with the c^dinals, concerning the proper means Fogi^j^of 
of puttmg a flop t9 it. He was profoundly IkiUed ation. 
in fcholaftic theology, and having been early cele- 
brated on that account, he ftill retained fuch 
an exceifive admiration of the fcience to which he 
was firft indebted for his reputation and fuccefs in 
life, that he con&iered Luther's invedives againit 

I ScckmdU ^41. Ckytnei Contis. Krantzii« 203. 

the 
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the fchoolmen, particularly Thomas Aquinas, a^ 
little lefs than blsdphemy. All the tenets of that 
■*^» doftor appeared to him fo- clear and irrefragable, 
that he fuppc^d every perfon who called in quef* 
tion or contradifted them, to be ether blinded 
by ignorance, or to be aditig in oppofition to 
the cdnviftion of his own mind : Qf courfe, no 
pope was ever more bigoted or inflexible with 
regard to points of doftrine than Adrian ; he not 
only maintained them as lieo had done, becaufe 
they, were ancient^ or becaufe it was dangerous 
for the church to allow of innavations, but he 
adhered to them with the zeal of a theologian, 
and with the tenacioufniefs of a difputant. At 
the fame time his. own manners being extremely 
fimple, and uninfefted with any. of the vices 
which reigned in the court of Rome, he was as 
feniible of its corruptions as the reformers thera- 
felves, and viewed them with.no lefs indignation. 
The brief which he addreffed to the diet of the 
Noterobcr, empire aflembled at Nuremberg, and the in- 
flxuftions which he gave Cheregato, the nuncio 
whom he fent thither, were frained agreeably to 
thefe views. On the one ba^d, he condemned 
Luther's opinions with more s^fperity and rancour 
of- expreflion than^Leo had ever ufed; he feverely 
cenfured the- princes of Germany for fufFering 
him to fpread. hfe pernicious tenfets, by their 
negle£ting to execute the cdift of the d^t at 
Worms, and required them, if Luther did not 
inftantly retraft his errors, to deftroy him with 
fixe as a gangjrened and incurable member, in 

Uke 
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like manner as Dathanand AKmm had been cut. « ^^o k 
off by Mofes, Aimnias and Sapphira by the ^^.^^^m^ 
apoftles, and John Hufe and Jeronae of Prague *5*** 
by their anceftors*. On the dthfer hand, he, 
with great candour, and in the moft explicit 
terms, acknowledged the corruptions of the Ro-. 
man court to be the fource from which had flowed 
moft of the evils that the church now felt of 
dreaded; he protaiifed to eicert all his authority 
towards reforming thefe abufes, with as much dif- 
patch as the nature and inveteracy of the diforders 
would admit j and he requefted of them to give 
him their advice with regard to the moft efFeftual 
means of fupprefling that new herefy^ which had 
fprung up among them \ 

The members' of the diet, after praifmg the ^^j^^^'- 
pope's pious and laudable intentions, excufed propofet 
themfelves for not executing the edift of Worms^ coundi m 
by alleging that the prodigious increafe of Lu- ^^^25^* 
tiler's followers, as- well as the averfion to the 
court of Rome among their other fubjefts on 
account of its innumerable exaftions, rendered 
fuch an attempt not only dangerous, but im- 
poffible. ' They affirmed that the grievances of 
Germany, which did not arife from imaginary 
injuries,, but from impofitions no lefs real than 
intolerable, as his Holinefs would learn from a 
catalogue • of them which they intended to lay 

* Fafcic'. Rer, cxpct. & fugi^nd. 342. 
•, Ibid. p. 345. 
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BOOK before him, called now for fbme new add effica- 
sm0^^Jim^ cious remedy ; and, in their opinion, the only 
*i^ remedy adequate to the dtfcafe, or which afford- 
ed them any hopes^ of fedng .the church reftored 
to foundnefs and vigour, was a General ComlciU 
Such a council, therefore, they advifed him, 
» ;dter obtaining the emperor's confent, to affemble^ 
without delay, in one of the great cities of Ger- 
many, that all who had right to be prefent might 
deliberate with freedom, and propofe their opi- 
nions with fuch boldnefs, as the dangerous fitua- 
tion of religion at this junfture required ^. 

Artificer of . The nuncio, more artful than his mafter, and 
i»eiHideit. better acquainted with the political views and 
* interefts of the Roman court, was ftartled at 
the propofition ef a council, and eafily forefaw 
how dangerous fuch an affembly might prove, at 
a time when many openly denied the papal aii- 
thority, and the reverence and fubmiifioii yielded 
to it rifibly declined among alU For that reafom 
be employed his utmoft addrefs in order to 
prevail on the members of the diet tp proceed 
themfelves with greater feverity againft the L\»- 
theran herefy, and to relinquifh their propo£d 
concerning a General Council; to be held in Ger- 
many. They, perceiving the nuncio to be more 
iblicitpus about the interefts of the Roman court, 
than the tranquillity of the empire, or purity of 
the church, remained inflexible, and continued 

^ Fafcic. Rcr. cxpet. k fugknd. p. 3^ 
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to prepare tihe Catalogue of their grievances to be 
]prefented to the popt\ The nuncio, that he _ . 
toight not be the bearer of a remonftrance fo ^5*4 
idifagreeable to his court, left Nuremberg abruptly, 
\vithaut taking .leave of the diet \ 

The fecular princes accordingly, for the eccle- The diet 
tiaftrcs, although they gave nd oppdfitioh, 3id not 52 of!n 
think it decent to loin with them, drew up the *»»"*^'«* 

^ 1* ■' . ' r ^ grievances 

lift (fo ramous in the German annals) of an to the pope, 
hundred grievances, which the empire imputed to 
the iniquitous dominion of the papal fee. This 
lift contained grievances much of the fame nature 
"With that prepared under the reign of Maximi- 
lian. it would be tedious to enumerate each of 
them V they complained of the fufns exafted for 
difpenfations, abfolutiohs, and indulgefnces } of 
the expence arifing frotn the law-fuits carried by 
appeal to Rome ; of the innumerable abufes 
occafioned by refervations, commendams, and 
annates ; of the exemption from civil jurifdiftion 
which the clergy had obtained ; of the art^ 
by which they brought all fecular caufes under 
the cognisance of the ecclefiaftical judges ; of the 
indecent and profligate lives which not a few of 
the clergy led ; and of various other particulars, 
inany of which have already been mentioned 
etmong the circumftances that contributed to the 
favourable reception, or tb the quick progrefs of * 
Luther's doSrines. In the end they concluded, 

« Fafcic. Rer. cxpct. & fugicnd. 349. l" Ibid. 376. 
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that if the holy fee did not fpeedily deliver them 
from thofe intolerable burdens^ they had de- 
termined to endure them no longer, and would 
employ the power and authority with which God 
had entrufted them, in order to procure rc- 


The receff 

of the dicty 
lAitch 69 


This dfot of 
great benefit 
to the Re* 
forouitioii. 


Instead of fuch feverities againfl; Luther and 
his followers as the ilimcio had recommended^ 
the rece/s or edift of the diet contained only a 
general injim6tion to all ranks of men to wait 
with patience for the detominations of the council 
which was to be aflembled, and in the mean time 
not to publiih any new opinions contrary to the 
eftabliihed dofbines of the church ; together with 
an admonition to all preachers to abftain from 
matters of controverfy in their difcourfes td the 
people, and to confine themfelves to the plain and 
initni£tive truths of religion ^ 

The reformers derived great advantage from 
the tranfaftions of this diet, as they afforded 
them the fuUeft and moil authentic evidence thaet 
grofs corruptions prevailed in the court of Rome, 
and that the empire was loaded by the clergy 
with infupportable burdens. With regard to 
the former, they had now the teftimony of the 
pope himfelf, that their inveftivps and accufations 
were not - malicious or ill-ibunded. As to the 
. latter, the reprefentatives of the Germanic body, 


•Fafcic. Rcr. cxpct. & fugicftd. 354* 
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tti an affembly where the patrons of the new 
opinions were far from - being the mod numerous 
or powerful, had pointed out as the chief griev- fin- 
ances of the empire, thofe very practices of the 
Romifh church dgainft which Luther and his 
difdpies were accuftomcd to declaim. Accordingly, 
in all their controverfial writings after this period, 
they often appealed to Adrian's declaration, and 
to the hundred grievances, in confirmation of 
whatever they advanced concerning the diflfolute 
manners, or infadable ambition and rapadoufnefs, 
of the papal court. 

At Rome, Adrian's coxiduft was confidered as Adria»*s 
a proof of the moft childlfli fimplidty and im- «nfulS at 
prudence. Men trained up amidft the artifices '^^"*v 
and corruptions of the papal court, and accuftomed 
to judge of adtions not by what was jufl, but 
by what was ufeful, were aftoniihed at a pontiff, 
who, departing from the wife maxims of his 
predeceflbrs, acknowledged diforders which he 
ought to have concealed ; and forgetting his own 
dignity, afked advice of thofe to whom he was 
entitled to prefcribe. By fuch an excefs of impolitic 
fincerity, they were afraid that, inftead of re- 
claiming the enemies of the church, he would 
render them more prefumptuous, and inftead of 
extinguifhing herefy, would weaken the foundadons 
of the papal power, or flop the chief fources 
ftom which wealth flowed into the church K Fof 

* ?. Paul, Hift. of Counc. p. 28. Pallavic. Hift. 58. 
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1 o o K this Tcafon the cardinals and other ccclefiaftics rf 

XII* ' 

greateft eminence in the papal court induftrioufly 
oppofed' all his fchemes of reformation, and by 
throwing objedions and difHculdes in his way, 
endeavoured to retard or to defeat the execution of 
them. Adrian^ amazed, on the one hand, at the 
obftinacy of the Lutherans, difgufted, on the other, 
with the manners and niaxims of the Italians, and 
finding himfelf unable to . correflt either the one ^ 
the other, often lamented his own fituation^ and 
pften looked back with pleafure 6n that period 
of his life when he was only de?ui. of Louvain, a 
more humble but happier ftation, in which little 
\ras expefled from him, and there was nothing ta 
{ruflxate his good intentions ^. 


Clement'l 
jneafttrea 
aganft Lu- 
ther, and 
his dread of 
• general 
couac'tU 


C1.EMENT yil. his fucceffqr, excefted Adriaa 
as niuch in the arts of government, as he v?as 
inferior to higi in purity of Kfe, or uprightnels 
of, intention. He was animated hot only with 
the .averfion which all pope^ naturally bear to a 
council, but having gained his own eleSion by 
means, very .uncanpnical, he was afraid of an 
aflembly that might fubjeO: it to a fcrutiny which 
it could not . ftand. He determined, therefore, 
by every poffible means, to elude the demands of 
the Germans, both with refpcft to the calling of 
a council) and reforming abufes in the pap 
court,- which the r?ilhnefs and incapacity of ^ 
predeceffor had brought i^ppn him. . Fpr this pur- 
|)ofe, he made choice of cardinal Campeggio> an 


J" Jovii Vit. Adr. p. n8. 
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artful man, often enthifted by his predeceflbrs book 
vith negociationft of importance, as his nuncio ^_t^\j ' 
to the diet of the empire afiembfed again at >3^4^ 

Nuremberg. 

.' * 

Campeggio, without taking any notice of ^^^^^^.* 
what had paifed in the lail meeting, exhorted the ttioniof hit 
diet, in a long difcourfe, to execute the edifk of t^'S^dlnJt 
Worms with vigour, as the only effeftual means. 5^^,^^"*"' 
of fuppreffing Luther's doftrines. . , The diet, in 
return, defired to know the popeJs intentions 
concerning the council, and the rcdref$ of the 
hundred grievances. The former the nuncio 
endeavoured to elude by general and unmeaning 
declarations of the pope's refolution to purfue 
fuch meafures as would be for the greateft good of 
the church. With regard to the latter, as Adrian 
was dead before tl^ catalogue of grievances 
reached Rome, and of confequence it h^d not 
been regularly laid before the prefent pope, 
Campeggio took advantage of 'this circumftance 
to decline making any definitive anfwer to them 
in Clement's name ; though, at the fame time, 
he obferved, that their catalogue of grievances 
contained many particulars extremely indecent 
juid undutiful, and that the publifliing it by their 
own authority was highly difrefpeftful to the 
Roman fee. In the end, he renewed his demand 
of their proceeding with vigour againft Luther 
$gid his adherentsi But though an ambafiador 
from the emperor, who was at that time very ^ttenw 
foUcitous to gain the pope, warmly feconded the cfica. 

T 3 nuncio. 
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i^uncioy Vith ihany. |>rofelEaiis of his mafter^ 
zeal for the honour and dignity of the papal 
fee, the recefs of the diet wis conceived in terma 
of almoft the fame import with the former, without 
enjoining any additional feverity againft Luther an4 
his party *• - 


Before he left Germany, CampeggJo, In order 
to amufe and foothe the people, publilhed certain 
articles for the amendment of fome difordere 
and abufes which prevailed ' among the inferior 
dergy-, but thfs partial reformation, which fell fo 
far {h6rt of the expedkations' of the • Lutherans, 
and of the demands of the diet, gave no fatis- 
faftion, and produced little effeft. The nuncio, 
with a cautious hand, tenderly lopped a few 
branches j the Germans aimed a deeper blowj^ 
and by ftrikirig at the root wifhed to exterminate 
the evil \ 


\ Seckend. aS6. Skid. Hift. ^. ^ Seckenid. z^u 
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BOOK IV, 


HP HE expulfion of the French, both out of boor 
the Milanefe and the republic of Genoa, was '_^J-^ ^ 
confidered by the Italians as the termination of y^l^ 
the war between Charles and Francis : and as tbe loiiaii 
they began immediately to be apprehenfive of the tJ^» 
emperor, when they faw no power remaining in f^IS."* 
Italy capable either to controul or oppofe him, 
they longed ardently for the re-eftablilhment of 
peace. Having procured thereftoration of Sfbrza 
to hi$ paternal dominions, which had been their 
chief motive for entering into confederacy with 
Charles, they plainly difcovered their intention to 
contribute no longer towards increafing the em- 
peror's fuperiority over his rival, which was 
already become the obje£k of their jealoufy. The 
pope efpeciallyi whofe natural timidity increafed 

T 4 his 
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folves to in- 
vade France* 


BOOK his fufpidons of Charleses defigns, endeavoured 
1,-i-w^^ by his remonftrances to infpire him ynth moden 
*5»4« ration, and incline turn to peace^ 

cbwietft- But the emperor, intoxicated with fuccefe^ 
and urged on by his own ambition, no Ids thaA 
by Bourbon's defire of revenge, contemned Clet 
mentis admonitions, and declared his refoIutioA 
of ordering his army to pafs the Alps, and to 
invade Provence, a part of his rival's dominions, 
where, as he leaft dreaded an attack, he was leaft 
prepared to refift it* His nipft experienced min 
nifters diifuaded him frpm undertaking fuch an 
cnterprife with a feeble army, and an exhaufted 
treafury: but he relied To much on having ob-? 
tained the concurrence bf the king of England^ 
and on the hopes which Bourbon, with the con*, 
fidence and eredulity natural to exiles, entertained 
of being joined by a numerous body of his, 
partizam as^ foon as the Imperial troops fliould 
enter France, that he perfifted obftinately in 
the nicafure. Henry undertook to furnifli an 
hundred . thoufand ducats towards defraying the 
expence of the expedition during the firft month^ 
and had it in his choice either to continue the 
payment of that fum montlily, or to invade 
Picardy before the end of July with an army 
capable of ading^ with vigour. The emperor 
engaged to attack Guienne at the fame time 
wth a conliderable body of men ; and if thefe 
enterprileg proved fuccefsful, they agreed, , that 
Bouibon^ beiides the territories which he had loft, 

fliouId 
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0ioiild be put in poffeffion of Provence, with the 
title of king, and Ihould do homage to Heiiry' 
as the lawfal king of France, for his new domi- 'S**- 
fiions* Of all the parts of this extenfive but 
extravagant p^jed, the invafion of Provence was 
the only one which was executed. For although 
pourbon, with a fcrupulous delicacy, altogether 
vnexpefted after the part which he had afted,' 
pofitively refufed to acknowledge Henry's title 
to the crown of France, and thereby abfolved 
him from any obligation to promote the enter- 
prife, Charles's eagerndTs to carry his own plan 
into execution did not in any degree abate. 
The army which he employed for that pur- 
pofe amounted only to eighteen thoufand men; 
the command of which was given to the mar- 
quis 4e Pefcara, with inftruftions to pay the 
jgreateft difference to Bourbon's advice in all his. 
operations* Pe&ara pafled the Alps without TheYmp;. 
pppofidon, and entering Provence, laid fiege to ProUitM. 
Jliarfeilles. Bourbon had advifed him jathcr to ^"S^'^ 
inarch towards Lyons, in the neighbourhood of 
which city his territories were fituated, and \rfiere 
of courfe his influence was mod extenfive ; but' 
the emperor was fo defirous to get poffeffion of a 
port, which would, at all times, fecure him an 
^y entrance into France, that by his authority 
he overruled the Conftable's opinion, and di- 
rected Peficara to make the reduction of Mar- 
bles his chief objeft \ 

/. 4 Francis, 
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pRAVCis, who forefaw, but was iioable to pre* 
vent» this attempt^ took the moil proper precau* 
tipns to defeat it. He laid wafle the adjacent 

mcafurcsof couiitry, in Order to render it more difficult for 
'"^**' the enemy to fubfift their army; he rafed the 
fuburbs of the city, ftrengthened its fortifications, 
and threw into it a numerous garrifon under the 
command of brave find experienced oiEcers* 
To thefe, nine thoufand of the citizens, whom 
their dread of the Spanifh yoke i^fpired with 
contempt of danger, joined themfelves ; by their 
united courage and induftry, all the efforts of Pef- 
cara^s military IkilJ, and of Bourbon's adivity sgid 
revpnge, were rendered abortive, Francis, mean- 
' while, had leifure to affembl^ a powerful army 
under the walls of Avigi^on, and no fooner be^ 
gan to advance towards Marf^lles, than thelm^ 
penal troops, exbau^ed by the fatigues of a fiegei 

impeiWiftt which had lafted forty days, weakened by dit 
cafes, and almoft deftitute of provUions, r^lire4 
with precipitation towards Jtaly \ 

If, during thefe operations of the army in Pro* 
vence, either Charles or Henry had attacked 
France in the manner which they had projefted, 
that kingdom muft have been expof^d to the 
mod imminent danger. But on this, as well as 
on TD^Tiy other occafions, the emperor found that 
th? pctent of his revenues was not adequate to 
the greatnefs of his fchemes, or the ardour of hjs 


retreat* 


* Guic. I. XV, 277, Vlloa Viu dcUCarlo V. p. 95. 
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ambition, and the want of money obliged him, 
though with much reluftance, to circumfcribe 
his plan, and to leave part of it unexecuted. 's?** 
Henry, difgufted at Bourbon's refufing to rccogr 
nize his right to the crown of France ; alarmed 
at the motions of the Scots, whom the folicita- 
tions of the French king had perfuaded to march 
towards the borders of England ; and no longer 
incited by his minifter, who was become ex- 
tremely cool with regard to all the emperor's 
interefts, took no meafures to fupport an enter- 
prife, oi which, as of all new undertakings, he 
Jiad been at firft exceffively fond % 

If the king of France had been fatisfied with francts e, 
having delivered his fubje£ts from this formidable bufaccei«» 
invafion, jf he had thought it enough to (hew 
all Europe the facility with which the internal 
ilrength of his dominions enabled him to refift 
the invafion of a foreign enemy, even when 
feconded by the abilities and powerful efforts of 
a rebellious fubjefi:, the campaign, notwithftand* 
ing the lofs of the Milanefe, would have be^n far 
from ending inglorioufly* But Francis, animated 
with courage more becoming a foldier than a 
general ; pufhed on by ambition, enterprifing 
rather than confiderate ; and too apt to be elated 
with fuccefs ; was fond of every undertaking that 
fcemed bold and adventurous. Such an under^ 
taking, the fituation of his affairs, at that junc« 

t Fiddes'f Life pf Wolfey^ Append, N® 70, 71, 72. 
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turc, naturally prefented to his view. He had 
under his command one of die moft powerful and 
^ '5H bell appointed armies France had ever brought 
BMva^the mto the field, which he could not think of dif^r 
banding without having employed it in any adive 
fervice. The Imperial troops had been obliged to 
retire almoft ruined by hard duty, and diihearten- 
ed with ill fuccefs; the Milanefe had been left 
altogether without defence ; it was not impoffible 
to reach that country before Pefcara, with his 
fliattered forces, coijd arrive there ; or if fear 
Ihould add fpeed to their retreat, they were in no 
condition to make head againfl his frefh and nu-* 
merous troops ; and Milan would now, as iii 
former inftances, fiibihit without refiftance to a 
bold invader. ^ Thefe coniiderations, which were 
not deftitute of plaufibility, appeared to his fan* 
guine temper td be of the utmoft weight, hi 
vain did his Svifeft hiinifters and generak reprefent , 
to him the danger of taking the field at a feafon 
fo far advanced, with an army cqmpofed chiefly 
of Swifs and Germans, to whofe caprices he 
would be fubjeft in all his operations, and on 
whofe fidelity his fafety muft abfolutely depend. 
In vain did Louife of Savoy advance by hafty 
jourriies towards Provence, that Ihe might exert 
all her authority in diffuading her fon from fuch 
a ralh eiiterprife. Francis difregarded the remon- 
ftrances of his fubjefts ; and that he might fave 
himfelf the pain of an interview with his mother,* 
whofe counfels he had determined to rejeft, he 

began 
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|>egan his march before her arrival; appointing book 
her, however, by way of atonement for that ne- y^^^2^^ 
gleft, to be regent of the kingdom during his .'^?^' 
abfence. Bonnivet, by his perfuafions, contri- his mother 
bated not a little to confirm Francis in this refo- ing hti abT 
lution. That favourite, who ftrongly refembled ^^' 
his mafter in all the defeftive parts of his charac- 
ter, was led, by his natural impetuofity, warmly 
to approve of fuch an enterprife ; and being 
prompted belides by his impatience to revifit a 
Milanefe lady, of whom he had been deeply ena- 
jnoured during his late expedition, he Is faid, by 
Ills flattering defcrlptions of her beauty and ac- 
complifhments, to have infpired Francis, who 
was extremely fufceptible of fuch pailions, with 
an equal defire of feeing her ^ 

Th£ French paiTed the Alps at Mount Cenis; Opentiont 
and as their fuccefs depended* on difpatch, they ad- 1^^ 
vanced with the greateft diligence. Pefcara, whp 
had been obliged to take a longer and more diffi- 
cult route by Monaco and Final, was foon in- 
formed of their intention ; and being fenfible that . 
nothing but the prefence of his troops could 
fave the Milanefe, marched with fuch • rapidity^ 
that he reached Alva on the fame day that the 
French army arrived at Vercelli. Francis, in- 
ftruded by Bonnivet's error in the former cam- 
paign, advanced direftly towards Milan, where 
'the unexpected approach of an enemy fo power- 

t Oeuv* de Bnuit« tcmi. ti.. set. 
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ful, occafioned fuch conftemadon and diforiet^ 
that although Pefcara entered the city with fom^ 
of his beft troops, he found that the defence of 
it could not be. undertaken with any probability 
of fuccefsj and having thrown a garrifon into 
the citadel, retired through one gate, while the 
French were admitted at another ^* 


Effitomir. ThEfeE brlfk motions of the Pfench nldiiardh 

ing ftate of 

ibeimpc. difconcerted all the fchemes of defence which 
the Imperialifts had formed. Never, indeed, did 
generals attempt to oppofe a formidable inva- 
iion under fuch drcumftancee of dlfadvantage. 
Though Chatles poflefled dominions moreexten^ 
five than any other prince in Europe, and had^ 
at this time, no other army but that which was 
employed in Lombardy, which did not amount 
to fixteen thoufand men, his prerogative in all 
his different ftates was fo limited, and his fub- 
Jefts, without whofe confent he could raife no 
taxes, difcovered fuch unwillingnefs tp burden 
-themfelves with new or extraordinary impofitions, 
. that even this fmall body of troops was in want 
of pay, oi ammunition, of provifipns, and of 
clothing* In fuch a fituation, it required all the 
wifdom of Lannoy, the intrepidity of Pefcara, 
.and the implacable refentment of Bourbon, to 
preferve them from finking under defpair, and 
to infpire them with refolution to attempt, or 
fagacity to difcover, what was effential to thejt 


* Mem. de BeUay, j^ii. Quk* L xv. 278. 
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fafety. To the efforts of their genitiSj and the 
aftivity of their zeal, the emperor was more in- 
debted for the prefervation of hia Italian domi<i> . >5*4» 
nions th^n to his owii power. Lannoy, by mort- 
gaging the revenues of Naples, procured fome 
money, which was immediately applied towards 
providing the army with whatever was moft ne* 
ceffary ^ Pefcara, who was beloved and almoft 
adored by the Spanifh troops, exhorted them to 
£hew the world, by their engaging to ferye the 
emperor, in that dangerous exigency, without 
making any immediate demand of pay, that they 
ivere animated with fentiments of honour. very dif- 
ferent from thofe of mercenary foldiers ; to which 
propofition, that gallant body of men, with an u,n- 
^xampled generofity, gave their confent «. Bour- 
bon having raifed a coniiderable fum, by pavrn* 
ang his jewels, fet out for Germany, where bis in- 
fluence was great, that by his prefence he might 
haften the levying of troops for the Imperial 
iervice **. 

Francis, by a fatal error, allowed the empe- ^f^'^*"'- 

ror's generals time to derive advantage from all 

.thefe operations. Infl:ead of puriiiing the enemy, 

who retired to Lodi on the Adda, an untenable 

^ft, which Pefcara had refolved to abandon on 

♦ 

* Guic. 1. XV. «8o, 

• Jovii Vit. Davali, lib. xv. p. 386. Sandov. vol. i. 621. 
TJlloa Vita dell Carlo V. p. 94, &c. Vita ddl Emper, Carlos V. ^ 
per Vera y Zuniga, p. 36. 
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the approach of the French, he, in compiian(!< 
with the opinion of Bonnivet, though contrary to 

Oftobetaj. ^^^^ ^^ ^^ ^*^^ generals, laid fiege to Pavia on 
the Tefiho ; a town, indeed, of great Importancei 
the poiTeffion of which Would hate evened to him 
all the fertile coun^ lykig on the banks of that 
river. But the fortifications of the plade were 
ftrong ; it was dangerous to undertake a difficult 
fiiege at fo late a feafon ; and the imperial gene 
rals, .feniible of its confequence, <had thrown into 
the town a garrifon compofed of fix thoufand ve- 
terans, under the command of Antonio de Leyva, 
an officer of high rank ; of great experience ; 0/ 
a patient, but enterprifing Courage y fertile in 
refources; arhbitious of diftinguifliing himfelf) 
and capable, for that reafon, as well as from hii 
having been long accuftomed both to obey and 
to command, of fuffering or performing any thing 
in order to procure fuccefs* 

Hiitigor. Francis profecuted the fiege With dbftinac| 
onse/rora ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ raflinefs with which he had under- 

taken it. During three months, every thing 
known to the engineers of that age, or that could 
be effeded by the valour of his troops, was at^ 
tempted, in order to reduce the place; while 
Lannoy and Pefcara, unable t^ obftruft his ope- 
rations, were obliged to remain in fuch an igno- 
minious ftate of maftion, that a Pafquinade was 
publilhed at Rome, oflfering a reward to any per- 
fon who could find the Imperial army, loft in the 

month of Odober in the^ mountains between 

FraBce 
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Pi^c^iand Lombardy, and which had not been book 
heard of fince that time K ^,^,^^ 

Leyva, well acquainted with the difficulties The town , 
under which his countrymen laboured^ and the defended. 
impoffibility of their ^cing, in the field, fuch 
a powerful army as formed the fiege of Pavia^ 
placed his only hopes of fafety in his own vigi-^ 
lance and valour. T^e efforts of both were ex- 
traordinary, and in proportion to the importance ^ 
of the place, with the defence of which he was 
^ntrufted. He interrupted the approaches of the 
French b!y frequent and furious failies. . Behind 
the breaches made by their artillery, he ereded 
new works, which appeared to be fcarcely inferior 
in ftrength to the original fortifications. He 
repulfed the befiegers in all their affaults; and 
by his own example, brought not only the garri- 
fon, but the inhabitants, to bear the mod fevere 
fatigues, and to encounter the greateft dangers 
without murmuring. The rigour of the feafon 
confpired with his endeavours in retarding the 
progrefs of the French. Francis attempting to 
become mafter of the town, by diverting the 
courie of the Tefino, which is its chief defence on 
one fide, a fudden inimdation of the river deftroy- 
ed, in one day, the labour of many weeks, and' 
fwept away all the mounds which his army had 
raifed with infinite toil, as well as at great expence*"* 

' Sandov. u 608. 

* Guic. 1. XV. a8o. Ulloa Vita di Carlo V. p. 95. 
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Notwithstanding the flow progrefs of the 
befiegers, and the glory which Leyva acquired 
»5»4* by his gallant defence, it was not doubted but 
coiidu^fi that the town would at laft be obliged to fur- 
wJiSlnty render. The pope, who already confidered the 
French arms as fuperior in Italy, became impa- 
tient to difengage himfelf from his connedtioiw 
with the emperor, of whofe defigns he was ex- 
tremely jealous, and to enter into terms of friend- 
fhip with Francis. As Clement's timid and cau- 
tious temper rendered him incapable of following 
the bold plan which Leo had formed, of deKver* 
ing Italy from the yoke of both the rtvak, he 
returned to the more obvious and prafticaWe 
fcheme of employing the power of the one to 
balance and to reftrain that of the other. For 
this reafon, he did not diflemble his fatisfafiion 
at feeing the French king recover Milan, as he 
hoped that the dread of fuch a neighbour would 
be fome check upon the emperor's ambitloij, 
which no power in Italy was now able to con- 
troul. He laboured hard to bring about a peace 
that would fecure Francis in the pofleflion of his 
' new conquefts; and as Charles, who was always 
inflexible in the profecution of his fchemes, re- 
Jeftcd the propoi5tion with difdain, and with 
bitter exclamations againft the pope, by whofe 
perfuafions, while CaMinal de Medici, he had 
been induced to invade the Milanefe, Clement 
immediately concluded a treaty of neutrality with 

the 
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the king of Francic^ in wKcfx the republTc of book 
Florence was included K ^-^.Z^^ 

Francis having, by this tranfaftioh, deprived fnncu 
the emperor of his two moll powerful alKes, and Napiw* 
at the fame time having fecured a pailage for his 
ovm troops through their territories, formed a 
fcheme of attJicking the kingdom of Naples, 
hoping* either to over-run that country, which 
was left altogether without defence, or that at 
leafl fuch an miexpeded invafion would oblige 
the viceroy to recal part of the Imperial army 
out of the Milanefe. For this purpofe he 
ordered fix thoufand men to march under the 
command of John Stuart duke of Albany. But 
Pefcara, forefeeing that the effeft of this diverfion 
would depend entirely upon the operations of the 
lumies in the Milanefe, perfuaded Lannoy to 
difregard Albany's motions",, and to bend his 
whole force againfl the king himfelf; fo that 
Francis not only weakened his army very unfea- 
fonably by this great detachment, but incurred 
the reproach of engaging too ralhly in chimerical 
and extravagant projeds. 

By this time the garrifon of Pavia was reduced i^fforts of 

- , ... . •/• Pefcara and 

to extremity; their ammumtion and provilions Bourboiu 
began to fail ; the Germans, of whom it was 
chiefly compofed, having received no pay for 

I Guic. 1. XT. 282. 285. ^ Ibid. 1. XV. 285. 
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(eyoci momhs % threateiied to ddiva the torn 
into the enemy's hands, and could hardly be re* 
ftrained from mutmy by all Leyva's addrefs and 
authority. The Imperial generals, who werie no 
ftran^ers to his fituation, faw the neceffity of 
' inarching without lofs of time to his relief. This 
they had now in their powet: Twelve thou* 
(and Germans, whom the zeal and activity of 
Bourbon taught to move with unufual rapidity, 
had entered Lombardy under his command, and 
rendered the Imperial army nearly equal to that 
of the French, greatly diminifhed by the ab- 
fence of the body under Albany, as well as by 
the fatigues of the fiege, and the rigour of the 
feafon. But the more their troops increafed in 
number, the more fenfibly did the Imperialito 
feel the diftrefs arifmg from want of money. Far 
from having funds for. paying a powerful army, 
they had fcarcely what was iiiffiGient for defiaying 
the charges of conduQing^ their artillery, and of 
carrying their ammimition and provifions. The 
abilities of the generals, however, fupplied every 
defeft. By their own example, as well as by 
magnificent promifes in name of the emperor, 
they prevailed on the troops of all the different 
nations which cpmpofed their army, to take the 
field without pay ; they engaged to lead them 
direftly tojvards the enemy ; and flattered theffl 
with the certain profped of vidory, which would 


; Gold. Polit. Imperial. 875* 
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at once enrich them with fuch royal fpoils as 
would be an ample reward' for all thei^ fervices. 
The foldiers, fenfible that, by quitting the army, »5»5' 
tiiey wouM forfeit tht great arrears due to them, 
and eager to get poffeffion of the pronuifed trea- 
furf s, demanded a battle with all the impatience of 
Adventurers ^ho fight only fbr plunder **. 

The Imperial eenerals, ^^ithout fufferine: the They march 
ardour of their troops to cool, advanced imme- Freich. 
diately towards the Frfench catnp; On the firft ^^^"^^ *• 
intelligence of their approach^ Fratids calkd a 
<k>uncil' of war, to deliberate what courfe he 
ought to take» All his officers of greateft expe<r 
lience wen^ Unanimous in adviling him td retire, ^ 
«nd to decline a battle with an ehemy^ wlio courted 
it from defpair. The Iniperialifte, th<ry obferved, 
would either be obliged in a few yir<!ek^ to did 
band an army, which they werie unable to pay^ 
and which theiy kept tbg^er- dnly by the hope of 
plunder, or the foldiers, enraged at the non-per- 
formance of the promifet to which* they had, 
trufted, would rife in fome furious miitiny^ which 
'would allow their |pierals to think of nothing 
but their own fafety : That, meanwhile, he 
tnight encamp in fome ftrong pofti and wait* 
ing in' fafety the arrival of ffeffi troops frbni 
France and Swit:5^rland, might, before the end 
of fpririg, tjie p00cffion of all the Milanefe, 

• Eryci Peateani Hift. Cifalpina, ap. Grxvii Thef. Antiquit, 
ItaL iii« p. X170, M79« 
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BOOK iKithout danger or blood&ed. But in oppd&t 
Oi^A.1^ tion to them^ Bonnivet, whofe deftiny it was to 
«5*S' give counfels fatal to France during the whole 
campaign, reprefented the ignominy th^t it would 
reflect on their fovereign, if he fhould abandon 
a liege which he had profecuted fo long^ or turn 
his back before an enemy to whom he was ilill 
fuperior in number; and infilled on the necef^ 
iity of fighting the- Imperialifts rather than re- 
linquifh an undertaking, on the fuccefs of which 
the king's future fame dqpendedf Unfortunatdy, 
Jrands'a nodoni q{ hpnoi^: weiip delicate to an 
excefs that bordered pxi what yn% romantic^ 
Having often faid ^hat he would take Favia, or 
periih in the attempjt» be thought bimfelf ¥ound 
not to depart from that refolution; and rather than 
expofe himfelf to the fiighteft imputation, he chofe 
to forego all tj^e advantage ^hich w^re^tbe certain 
confequences of a retreat, and determined to wait 
for the lmpt6dM$ bjeforc the walls of J^ayiaN - 

Battle of The Impen4 generals found the French fo 

/'''* ftron^ly entrenehed, th^t, notwidiftanding th^ 

powerful motives which ^jv ed tfjeni on, they 
hefitated long before they yent|ir.ed to attack 
them ; but at latt the necefBties of the befiegcd, 
and the murmurs of their pwn foldiers, obliged 
r^. 24. ^j^gj^ ^Q p^j every thing to hazards Never did 

armies engage with greater ardour, or with an 
higher opinion of the importance of the batde 

' Gujc, 1. XT. 291. 
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Vhi(ch they were gomg to fight; hevat wire troops b o o k.^ 
ifiore {bongly animated with emulation, national ^-j^r.-w 
suitipathy, mutual refentment, and all the paifions 's^% 
which infpire obftinat^ bravery. On the one 
hand, a galls^it young monarch, feconded by a 
generous nobility, and followed by fubjefts to 
whofe natural impetuofity, indignation at the op* 
pofition which they had encountered, added new^ 
force, contended for vidkory and honour. On 
the other fide, troops more completely difcipHned^' 
and conduced by generals of ' greater . abilities^ ^ 

fought from neceffity, with courage heightened 
by.defpair. The Imperfelifts, however, were 
unable to refift the .firft . efforts' of the French va^ 
lour, and their firmed battalions . began: to > igiva 
way. But the fortune of the daji was /quickly 
changed. The Swifs ,in the fendce ;pf France^* 
unmindful of the r^putatidn bf their, vcountry ibc 
fidelity and martial glory, abandoned their poft 
in a cowardly manner. Ley va, with his . . garriw 
fon, Dallied out and attacked the. .rear, of the 
French, during the,^ heat of the adtioift, with fucb 
fury ;is • threw it ipto ^dnfulion ; >nd Pefcarsi fail- 
ing on th^ir qavalry .vith th^ Im|)erial horfe^ 
among whom he ha4 prudently infermi^led ,a 
con|idcrable number of Sp^nifli foot, armed with 
the heavy mufkets the^ in^^ufe, broke this for- 
midable body by an unufual ijnethod of attack, 
againft which they were wholly unproyided. The '^^ ^"»«^ 
Tout became univeifi^l ; and refillance ceafed in 
almoft every part, but where the king was in 

y ^ perfoUjj 
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B^ooK^ petfon, who fought now, liot for fame or viftoiy, 


but hf fafety. Though wounded in feveral 
*jts* places, and thrown fh^m his horfe, which was 
killed under hira, Francis defended himfelf on 
foot with an heroic courage. Many of his braveft 
oflScers gathering round him, and endeavouring 
to fave his life at the ejq^eaco of their own, fell 
^i his feet. Among thefe was Bonnivet, the 
author of this great calamity, who ^ne died 
uhlamented. ' The king, exhaufted with fedgue^ 
and fcarcely capable of . &rthier refiftance, was left 
aknoft aicnle^ esqyo&d to the fury of fome Spaniih 
foldiers, ftrangers to his rank, auid -enrag^ a| 
liis obftinac)^ At diat moment came up Pom- 
perant^. a:$*reiich gentleman^, who had'e&t^ed tch 
getfaer mJdi Bourbon iota the dmperdr's fervice, 
J^ld placing himielf by the fide of the monarch 
againft iwhom be i had . rd^ellad, affifted in pro^ 
te£)ing him from thej violence of the foldiers ; at 
$he £aune time b^e^cUng- him to f^rrender to 
^urbon, who was not far diflant. Immifltent a$ 
the danger* was which now furrounded Francis, 
he rejeS:ed with indsgnafidn the thoughts of an 
action which would have afforded fuch matter 
0f triumph to his traiterous fubjeft ; and calling 
for Lannoy, who happened likewife to be near 
at hand, gave up his- fword to him ; which he^ 
TttntU ^ kneeling to kifs the king^s hand, received with 
^I^/'' profound refpeS; and taking his own fword 
from his fide, prefented it to him, faying. That 
it did npt become fo great a monarch to remain 
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Ten th^ufend men fell on this- day, erne of 
the moft fetal France had ever feen. Among 
thefe were many noblemen of the higheft diftinc- 
tibn, who chofe rather to perifli than to turn their 
baek^ with diftonour. Not a few were taken 
prifoners, of whom the moft illuftrious was Henry 
D'Albret, the unfortunate king of Navarre. A 
finall body of the rear-guard made itp efcape, un- 
der the command of the duke of Alen9on; the 
Iceble gsflrifon of Milan, on the firft news of the 
iSefeat, retired without bang purfued, by another 
road ; and in two weeks after the battle, not a 
J^rehchman remained in Italy. 

L Annoy, though h(5 treated Francis with ^ all 
the outward marks of honour due to his rank and 
eharafter; guarded him with the utmoft atten- 
tion. He was folicitous, not only to prevent 
?my poffibility of his efcaping, but afraid that hh 
own troops might feize his perfon, and detsdn it 
^s the beft fecurity for the payment of their ar- 
rears. In order to provide againft both thefe 
dangers, he condufted Francis, the day after the 
battle, to the ftrong cattle of Pizzichitoni near 

^ Guic. L XV. 292. Oeuv. de Brant, yi. 355. Mem. dft 
Bdlay, p. 90. SaodoT. Hift. i. 6389 &c. P. Mai% £p. 805* 
810. Rufcelli Lettere de Frincipi, iL p. 70. UUoa Vita dell 
j^arlo y. p. 98. 
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Cremona, committing him tp th^ cuftody of. 
Don Ferdinand Alarcon, general of the Spaniih 
infimtry, an officer of great bravery and of ftrid 
honour, but rem^kable; ^r that fevisre an4 fqni- 
puk)us vigilance which f^ch ^ trui| r^i^red. 


Francisj who formed ^ judgment of the em^^ 
peror's difpofitions by "his own, was ^tremely 
deiirous that Charles ihould be informed of his 
jituation, fondly hoping that from his generofity 
or fympathy he fliould obtain fpe^dy relief. The 
Imperial generals were nQ l^s impatient to give 
their fovereign an early accounl of the deci/ive 
vifiory which they had gained, and to recdvc 
his inftnldions with regard to their future con- 
dud. As the moft certain and expeditious m&i 
thod of conveying intelligence to Spain, at that 
feafon of the year, was by land, Francis gave the 
commendador P^nnalofa, who wa$ charged wid^ 
Lannoy's difpatches, ^ paflport to travel tbrqugK 
France. 


'EStBs of 
this vi^ory 
upon 
Charlrs. 


Charles received the account of this (ignal 
and unexpe&ed fuccefs that had crpwned his arms, 
with a moderation, which, if it had been real, 
would have done him more honour than &e 
greateft viftory. Without uttering, one wor4 e^i 
preflive of exultation, or of intemperate joy, he 
retired immediately into his chapel, and haviag 
fpent an hour in offering up his thankfgivings ta 
heaven, returned to the prefence-chamber, which 
by that time was filled with grandees and foreign 

ambaf- 
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jnibaflkdoi«, affembled in order to congratulate 
biin. He accepted of thdr compUments "with a 
niQdeil deportment; he hmented tlie misfortune *sh* 
of the captive king, as a* flriking example of the 
.lad reverfe of fortune, to which the mod power* 
jFul monar<:hs are fubje6l; he forbad any public 
rejoicings, as indecent in a war carried on among 
Chrift];an^^ referving them until he fhould obtain 
^a vi£lory equally illu{hiou$ over the Infidels ; and 
ieemed to take pleafure in die advantage which he 
had gained, only as it would prove the occafion of 
reftoring peace to Chriftendom \ 

CHAai;ES, however, had, already begun to form ^^ 
fchemes in his own mind, which little fuited fuch began to 
external appearances* Ambitibn, not generofity, ^"^ 
ivas ibe niling paflion in his mind; and the 
viOcry at Pavia opened fuch new and imbounded 
profpefts of gratifying it, as allured him with 
irreiiftible force : But it being no eafy matter to 
execute the vaft defigns which he meditated, he 
thought jt neceflary, while proper meafures were 
laking for that ^purpofe, to effeft the greatefl 
moderation, hoping under that veil to conceal his 
feal intentions from the other princes of Europe. 

. Meanwhile France was filled with conftema- Thegeneru 
tion. The king himfelf had early tranfmitted Tot™*' 
an account of the rout at Pavia, in a letter to his ^'■"*** 
piother, delivered by Pennalofa, which contained 

! Sandov. Hift. L 641. UUoa Vita ^eU Carlo V. p. 1 10. 
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BOOK only thefe words, •* Madam, all is loft, e^fi- 
t,,^/^ cept our honour.** The officers who made thek 
'S^s* efcape, when they arrived frorti Italy, brought 
fuch a melancholy detail of particulars as made 
all ranks of men fenfibly feel the greatnefs and 
extent of the calamity. France, without its fo- 
vereign, without money in her treafiny, withoiA 
zxx army, without generals to command it, and 
encompafled on all fides by a vidorious and adive 
enemy, feemed to be on the very hrisok of de- 
2^ P^- ftrudion. But on that occafion the great abilities 
^uaofthft of Louife the regent fayed the kingdom, which 
the violence of her pailions had more than once 
expofed to the greatei^ danger. Inltead of giving 
herfelf up to fuch lamentations as w^e naturai to 
a woman fo remarkable for her maternal tender- 
nefs, (he difcovered all the forefight, and exerted 
all the a£)ivity of a confummate politician, ^e 
afiembled the nobles at Lyons, and animated them 
by her e^mple no lefe than by her words^ vntH 
fuch zeal in deface of their country, as Ita pre- 
fient fituation requiredt She colleded the remains 
of the army which had ferved in Italy, ranfomed 
(he prifoners, paid the arrears, and put diem m a 
condition to take the field. She levied new troops, 
provided for the fecurity of the frontiers, and 
raifed fums fufficient for defraying thef^ extra- 
ordinary expences. Her chief care, however, t^ 
to appeafe the refentment, or to gain the friaad* 
ihip of the king of England ; and from that quaf? 
ter, the firft ray pf cpmfort broke in upon th? 

Frenicht 
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Though Henry, in entering tato alKances wifji b o o ic 
Charles or Francis, feldom followed any regular ^^ ■■,!—# 
or concerted plan of policy, but was influenced '5*5» 
chiefly by the caprice of temporary paffions, fuch fj^^^^^J^^^ 
occurrences piten happened as recalled his atten- atPaiTuon 
tion towards that equal balance of power which 
it was neceflary to keep between the two con* 
tending potentates, the prefervatipn of ivhich he 
always boafted to be his peculiar oflice* He had 
expeded that his union with the emperor might 
afford him an opportunity of recovering fome 
part of thofe territories in France which had 
belonged to his anceftors, and for the fake of 
fuch an acquifition he did not fcruple to give 
his affiftance towards raifing Charles .to a con- 
fiderable pr&^minence above Francis* He had 
never dreamt, however, of any event fo dedfive ^ 
and fo fatal as the viftory at Pavia, which feem- 
ed not only to have broken, but to have anni- 
hilated the power of one of the rivals ; fo that 
the profpeft of the fudden and entire revolution 
which this would occafion in the political fyftem, 
filled him with the moft difquieting apprehen- 
fions. He faw all Europe in danger of being 
over-run by an ambitious prince, to whofe power 
there now remained no counterpoife ; and though 
Jje himfelf might at firft be admitted, in quality 
of an ally, to fome fhare in the fpoils of the 
captive monarch, it was^ eafy to difcem, that with 
regard to the manner of making the partition, 
as wcU as his fecurity for keying po&flion of ' 

3 what 
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Wliat ihould be allotted him, he muft abfoluldy^ 
depend upon . the wiU of , a confederate, to whofe 
*5*s* forces his own bore no proportion. He was fen* 
fible, that if Charles were permitted to add any 
confiderable part of France to the vail dominions 
of which he was already mafter, his neighbocu> 
hood would be much more formidable to Eng-^ 
land than that of the ancient French kings ; 
while, at the fame time, the proper Ixdance on 
the continent, to which England owed both its 
fafety and importance, would be entirely loft« 
Concern for the fituation of the unhappy mo- 
narch co-operated with thefe political confident* 
tions } his gallant behaviour in the battle of Favia 
had excited an high degree of admiration, which 
never fails of augmenting fympathy ; and Henry, 
naturally fufceptible of generous fentiments, was 
fond of appearing as the deliverer of a van^ 
quifhed enemy from a (late of captivity. The 
paffions of the Englifh minifter feconded the in- 
clinations 6f the monarch. Wolfcy, who had not 
forgotten the difappointment of his hopes in 
two fucceffive conclaves,, which he imputed chiefly 
to the emperor, thought this a proper opportu- 
nity of taking revenge ; and Louife, courting 
the friendfhip of England with fuch flattaing 
fubmiffions as were no lefs agreeable to the king 
than to the cardinal, Henry gave her fecret 
afTurances that he would not lend his aid towards 

_ - 1 

4)ppreffing^ France, in its prefent helplefe ftate, 
apd obliged her tf> proxnife that fhe would not 

I confent 
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cbnfent to difmemberthe kingdom even in order 
to procure her fon's liberty *. 

But aa Henry's connexions with the emperor 
made it neceffary to aft in fuch a manner as tCK 
lave appearances, he ordered public rejoicings 
to be made in his dominions ^or the fuccefs of • 
the Imperial arms 5 and as if he had been eager 
to feize the ptefent opportunity of ruining the 
French monarchy, he fent ambafladors to Madrid, 
to congratulate with Charles upon his vidory ; to 
put him in mind, that he, as his ally, engaged 
ki one comuKHi caufe, was entitled to partake in 
the fruits of it ; and to require that, in com- 
pliance with the terms of their confederacy, he 
would invade Guienne with a powerful army, in 
order to give him poflelTion of that province. 
At the lame tjme, he offered to fend the princefs 
Mary into Spain or the Low Countries, that fte 
might be educated under the emperor's diredion, 
until the conclufion of the marriagfe agreed on 
between Aem; a^d in return for that mark of 
his confidence, he infifted tha.t Francis ftould be 
delivered to him, in confequence of that article 
in the treaty of Bruges, whereby each of the' 
contra£king parties was bound to furrender all 
ttfurpers to him whofe rights they had invaded. 
It was impolTible that Henry could expeft that 
the emperor would liften to thefe extravagant de- 
mands, which it was neither hi? intereft, nor in 

Mem, de Bellay, 94. Guic, L xn. 318. Herbert. 
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hid power to gianti They appear cvidenUy to 
have been made with na other intentioQ than to 
fumifh him with a decent pretext, for entering 
into fuch engagements with France as the junc- 
ture required ^ 


Ob the Ita- 
lian powers. 


It was among the Italian flates, however, that 
the viftory at , Pavia occafioned the greateft alarm 
and terror. That balance of power on which 
they relied for their fecurity, and which it had 
been the conftant ohjeSt of all their negociation^ 
and refinements to maintain, was deftroyed in a 
moment. They were expofed by their fituation 
to feel the firft effeSs of the uncontrouled autho* 
rity which Charles had acquired. They obferved 
many fymptoms of a boundlefs ambition in that 
young prince, and were fenfible that,* as emperor, 
6r king of Naples, he might not only form dan» 
gerous pretenfions upon eaqh of their territories, 
but might invade them with great advantage. 
They deliberated, therefore, with much foKcitude 
concerning the means of railing, fuch a forc^ as 
might obftrufl: his progrefs". But their con- 
iultations, conducted with little union, and exe« 
cuted with lefs vigour, had, no ^SeSt. Clement, 
inftead of purfuing the meafures which he had 
concerted with the Venetians for fecuring the 
liberty of Italy, was fo intinxidated by Lanno/a 


• Herbert, p. 64. •. . 

* Guic. 1. xvi. 3cx>. Rufcelli Lettere de Friac. ii- 74* 7^ 
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0«lter«4 iinpafijpfuaor trebly, j.bbdipg^hjpfe^^^ w^^Iw 
aidv^cc^i.a* cwfidecabk Ju^ to the Emperor, . ia ^ 'JM» 
i«turn % ;(}^rt^ .; ^m^ufg^ots which, heitwas %q, 
recdwr^nkWrti* .»Th€ij|nQney wj^ ipftaiuly paidj 
but; Charlfe afterwards, refufed to ratify the ^reajty ^ 
aod tbei pQp^ . reiwne^ expofed at .c^ce^ta ibfamy 
aad . to ;,ridi{^le : to fthe^.. former, becaQ;rQ he had 
^dft't^'itj^p republic .caujfc /or his^priyate.inteareft; 
tp .Ihet latt^^} becaufe he had, been a lofer t^y that 
u»w«lfcby/ A^ioa \. •.. ^^,.-.; . ., . 

: J|ow . dilfeonourable foeyer the artifice might ^uany fa 
b^ whiqh y[as employed in order tp defraud the armj. 
pope of. itlj^s fwn, .it,<pu^e vejy feafonably, into 
the vicprj^y*^ tiaads, ^and pi|t it in his power to ex-; 
tricat? , h^nc^elf oi^t of ^ an: ipiminent danger. Soon 
after the defeat of the French army, the Ger- 
man troops, which had defended Pavia with fuch 
merijori9Uf courage . and perfeverance, growing , 

infoleat upOT: the fame that they had acquired, ^ » . 
and ippati^t of relying. any longer on fruitlefs i . . ^ 
proraif^s with which they: .had been fo often 
amufcd,,^ rendered themfelves .matters of ^the town, 
witbr a <rf foJutJpn to keep poffeflipn of rit -^^ ^ fe* 
curky^feifrthe pay mejjt^of their arrears; and the 
rcft-J?f lbs -JSSffmy difwjf ered a , much , ftrpjjge;: in- 
clination :i^ aflitt,' than tp^ puniih ,the^;^u|iineers^ 
By djividing aqiong 'tWn^the.nioney ex^de^ ft*om 
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^e pope, Lanhay qtdeted the tumtiltudtts Ga> j 
mans; but though this fatisfied their prefent 
^5^5* ienwxidty I]ie had fo kittle profped of being able 

to pay them or his other forces regularly for the | 
future, and 1;ras under fueh continusd apprehen* 
fions 'of their feizing the perfon of the captive | 
king, that, ndt bng after, he was obliged to 
difmifs all the Germans and Italians in the hn^ 
rial fervice''. Thus, from a circumftaoGt that 
now appears very fic^ular, but arifiiig mrlurallf 
from the conftitution of moft European govcf©* 
ments m the fixteenth century, while Chaiies was 
fufpefted by air his i^ighbours of aimirtg at uni- 
verfal monarchy, and while he was really fom^ 
ing vaft projefts of this kind, his revenues were 
fo limited, that he could not keep on foot his vic- 
torious army, though it did not exceed twenty-foor 
thoufand men. 


The Enjpe- DuRiNG thefe tranfaftiong, ^ Charl^, whole 
rations con- pretenfions to moderation and difintereit!ednefii 
^wr tf were foon forgotten, deliberated, with the utmcrfl 
^^'"* folicitude, how he might derive the greateft ad- 
vantages £5rbm the misfortune of his adverfary* 
Som6 cff his counfellors advifed him to treat 
Francis with the magnanStnity &lt bificame a 
vidorious prince, and, inftead of tiking advan* 
fage of his fituation to impofe ngpttkis condi« 
tions, to diihnfs hiin on futh b(^ terms ai 
would bind him for ever to his iatereft by die 
ties of gratitude imd afTe^on, uaoftc fprdble as 

Z Gvac. V xti. p. 30^ 
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xxrell U mote permanent thati any which could 
be formed by extorted oaths and involuntary fli- 
pulations* Such an exertion of generofity is not^ "15!^ 
perhaps, to be e^tpe^ted in the cotlduft of poUdcal 
affairs, and it was far too refined for that prince to 
vrhom it "was propofed* The more obvious, but 
lefs fplendid fcheme, of endeavouring to make 
the tttmofl of Francises calamity, had. a greater 
numbet in the council to recommend it, and fuit« 
cd better with the emperor's genius. But though 
Charles adopted this plan, he feems not to have 
executed it ii\ the moft proper manner. Inflead of 
xnakmg one great effort to penetrate into France 
tvith all the forces of Spain and the Low Coun* 
tries i inftead of crufhmg the Italian ftates before 
they recovered from the conflemation which the 
fuccefs of his arms had occafioned, he had recourfe 
to the artifices of intrigue and negociatiom This 
proceeded partly from neceffity, partly from the 
natural difpofition of his miiid. Hie fituation of 
his finances at that time, rendered it extremely 
difficult to carry on any extraordinary armament ; 
and he himfelf having never appeared at the head 
of his armies, the command of which he had hi* 
therto committed to his generals j was averfe to bold 
and martial (^ounfels, and trufted more to the art$ 
with which he was acquainted. He laid, befides, 
too much flrefs upon the viftory of PiEivia, as if by 
that event the ftrength of France had been annihi* 
lated,. its refources exhaufted, and the kingdom it- 
felf, no lefs than the perfon of its monarch, had 
been fubjefted to his power. 

X 2 FuLi. 
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EpjLL of this opinion, he determined to fct Ac 
higheft price upon Francis's fileedom, and having 
»5«^ ^ordered the count de Roeux to vifit the captive 
MS ermi king in his name, he inftruded him to propoTe 
to InnciJ the following articles, as the conditions on ^hich 
he would grant him his liberty: That he fhould 
reftore Burgundy to the emperor, from whofe 
anceftors it had been unjuftly wrefted; that he 
fhould furrender Provence and Dauphine, that 
they m%ht be erefted into an independent king- 
dom for the conftable Bourbon ; that he fliould 
make full fatis&£tion to the king of England for 
all his ' claims ; and finally renounce the precai- 
fiong of ^t'rance to Naples, Milan, or any other 
territoxy in Italy. When Francis, \^ho had hi- 
dkerto iSattered himfelf that he Ihould be treated 

• by the emperor with the generofity becoming one 
great prince towards another, heard thefe rigorous 
conditions, he was fo tranfported with . indigna- 
tion, that, drawing his dagger haftily, he cried 

" out, *'- Twere better that a king fhould die thus." 

• Alarcon, alarmed at his vehemence, laid hold on 
his hand; ^but though he foon recovered greater 
compofure, he ftill declared, in the moft folemn 
manner, that he would rather remain a prifoner 
during life, than purchafe liberty by fuch igno- 

' n9nious'conceiHbns*% 

FMncitcar-' This mortifvinff difcovery of the emperor's 
to Sfua. mtentrons, greatly augmented ' Francis's chagrin 

* Mem. de Bellay, 94. Ferrcras Hift, ix, 43, 
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and impatience under his confinement, and muft 
have driven him to abfolute defpair, if be had 
not laid hold of the only thing whicit^ could ftili 
adminifter any comfort to him. He perfuaded 
himfelf, that the conditions which Roeux had pro- 
pofed, did not flow originally from Charles him- 
felf, but were didated by the rigorous policy of 
his Spaniih council ; and that therefore he might 
hope, in one perfonal interview with him> to do 
more towards battening his own deliverance, than 
could be effefted by long negociations pai&ng 
through the fubordiiiate hands of his minifters.^ 
Relying on this fuppofition, which proceeded 
from too favourable an opinioii of the emperor^s 
character, he ofiered to vifit him in Spain, and 
was willing to be carried thither as a fpecfatcle to 
that haughty nation. Lannoy employed all his 
addrefs to confirm him in thefe fentiments; and 
concerted with him in fecret the manner of exe-» 
cuting this refolution. Francis was fo eager on 
a fcheme which feemed to open fome profpecl of 
liberty, that he fiirniihed the galleys neceffary for 
conveying him to Spain, Charles being at this time 
unable to fit out a fquadron for that purpofe. The 
viceroy, without communicating his intentions either 
to Bourbon or Pefcara, condufted his prifoner 
towards Genoa, under pretence of tranfporting him 
by fea to Naples; though foon after they fet fail, 
he ordered the pilots to fteer direftly for Spain; 
but the wind happening to carry them near the 
French coaft, the unfortunate monarch had a fiill 
profped of his own dominions, towards which he 
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caft many a forrowful and defiling look. Thcjt 
landed, however, in a few days at Barcelona, and 
^5»s« loon after Francis was lodged, by the emperor's. 
Ai?guiii4. compiand, in the Alcazar of Madrid, under the 
care of the vigilant Alarcon, who guarded faim 
with as much circumfpe£tion as ev^r*. 

Hcoryvui. A FEW days after Francis's arrival at Madrid, 

t^Vwith* and when h^ began to \>t fenfible of his having 

ortetopiJL ^^^^ widiout foundation on the emperor's gene- 

fu« hisre- rofity, Henry VJll. concluded a treaty with the 

regent of France, which afforded him fome hope 

df liberty from another quarter* Henry's extras 

vagant demands. }iad been received at Madrid 

-Vifiih that negleft which they deferved, and wluch 

be probably expe£ted« Charles, into^cated widi 

profperity, no longer courted him in that re. 

fpedftil and fubmiflive mannner which pleafed his 

haughty temper. Wolfey, no lefs haughty thaa 

his mailer, was highly irritated at the emperor^$ 

difcontinuing his wonted carefles and profeiiions 

of fiiendfliip to himfetf. Thefe flight offences, 

Ridded to the w^ghty confiderations formerly men* 

tioned, . induced Henry (o enter intp a defenfivq 

alliance with Loipfe, in which all the differences 

' between, him and her fon were adjufted; at thQ 

fame time he engaged that he would employ his 

beft offices in order to procure the deliverance of 

bis new ally ^onx a ftate of <;aptivity ^ 

* Mfixii. die Bellay, 95. P. Mart« £p, ult. 6111c. Kb. zti, 
J2 J. !: Herbert, Fiddes'a Life pf Wolfey, 337* 
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While &e open defeaioaol lUch ;i powerfiiJi. ftoraic, 
confederate afFeded Charles with deep concern, a. ^_^,-^, 
feqret coiifpiracy was carrying on in Italy, which f^^^^; * 
threatened him with confequences ftill more fatal, intrigutt 
The reftlefs and intriguing genius pf Moroni, ovott^n 
chancellor of Milan, gave rife to this. His revenge- ^^J^JJlif 
had been amply gratified by the expulfion of the '» ^^J* 
Freiich out of Italy, and his vanity no lefs foothe^ 
by the re-eftablifttment of ^forza, to whofe int^» 
r^ he had attached himfelf in the dutcby of Mi« 
bq. The delays, however, and evafion^ of the 
Imperial court, in granting Sforza the inveftitujre 
of his new acquired territories, had long alarmed 
Morone ; thefe were repeated fo often, and witi) 
fuch apparent artifice, as became a full proof to 
his fufpicious niind, that the emperor intended to 
ftrip his matter of tli^t rich country which he had 
conquered in his name. Though Charles, in or* 
der to quiet the pope and Venetians, no le& jea* 
lous of his defigns than Moroni, gave Sfbr^a, at 
Jaft, the invcftiture which had b^n fo long de^* 
^red ; the charter was clogged with fo m^my re*;* 
lervations, and fubjeded him to fuch grievous 
burdens, as renderfid the duk^ of Milan a depend? < 

ent on the emperor, rsi^d^er than a yaflkl of the 
empire, an4 afforded him hardly smy other kcuf 
rity for his poflTefTions than the good pleafure of 
an ambitious fuperior. Such an ^ccelfion of 
power as would have accrued from the additioii 
pf the Milanefe to the kingdom of Naples, was 
^onfidoicd by JAoxqh^ as fatal t0 the liberties of 

X4 Italy^ 


3*- ¥HS; RtlGN 0r THIS 

BaoK Italy, 'Ti6 fefe than ta his own importance. Full 
Vi.p*;>^ of this idea, he began to revolve in his mind the 
»5*5« poffibility of refcuing It?ily from the yoke of fo- 
reigners ; the darling fchcme, as has been already 
obferved, of the Italian politicians in that age, and 
. %)^hich it was the great objedl of their ambition to 
accomplifli. If to the glory of having been the 
chief inftniment of driving the French out of 
Milan, he could add that of delivering Naples 
from the dopiinion of the Spaniards, he thol]^ght 
that nothing would be wanting to complete Jiis 
fame. ' His fertile genius foon fiiggefted to .him a 
projeft f6r that purpofe ; a difficult, indeed, and 
daring one, but for that very reafon more agree* 
bk to Jafe bold and enterpifing temper. 

m 

Sm wth*' Bourbon and Pefcara were equally enraged at 
Fc^ra. Lannoy^s' carrying the French king into Spain 
without their knowledge. The former, being 
•afraid that the two monarchs might, in his ab-. 
fence, conclude fome treaty in which his interefts 
Would be entirely facrificed, haftened. to Madrid, 
in order to guard againft that danger. The 
latter, on whbm the command of the army now 
devolved, was obliged to remain in Italy ; but, 
in every company, he gave vent to his . indigna* 
tion againft the vico-oy, in expreflions foil of 
rancour and contempt ; he accufed him in a 1ft* 
ter to the emperor, of ''cowardice in the time of 
danger, and of infolenee after a vi6J:ory, towards 
fh^e obtaining <rf which he had contributed no- 

. ^ thing 
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tMng cither by his valout w his condu^; nor book 
tfd-'he abftain from bitter complaints againft the >„->>,iw 
emperor hhnfelf,*^ Who had *4q\ difcovered, as he 'i^J- 
imagined, a fiifiifiient fenfe of* his merit, nor bc- 
ftowed any adequate reward t)n his fervices. ft 
was on this difguft of Pefcara, that Morone found- * 
ed his whole fyftem. He knew the boundlefe 
aimbirion of his nature, the great extent of hit 
sd^ilities in peace as well as war, and the intrepi- 
jdlty of his mind, capable alike of undertaking and 
of executing the moft defperate defigns. The 
cantonment of the Spanilh troops oh the frontier 
of the Milanefe, gave occafion to many inter- 
views between him and Morone, in which the 
latter took care fraquefttly to turn the converfa^ 
don to the tranfaftions fubfequent to the battle 
cf Pavia, a fubjeft upon which the marquis 
?ilways entered w8lingly and with paffion; and 
JMoron^ obferving his refentment to be uniform- 
ly violent, artfuHy, pointed out and aggravated' 
every circumftance that could iiicrcafe its fury. 
He painted, in the ftrongeft colours, the emperor's' 
want of difcernment, i^s w^ll a^ of gratitude^ 
in preferring Lannoy to him, and in allbwing 
that prefumptuous. Fleming to difpofe of the 
captive king, wdthout confulting the man to 
whofe bravery and wifdom Charles was indebted 
for the glpry of having a formidaWe rival in his 
power. Having warmeH him by fuch difcourfes, 
he then began to infinuate, that now was the time 
tP bie avenged for thde infujts^ and to acquire 

immortal 
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BOOK immortal renoivn as tthe deliverer of hit countrj 
'.^ from the c^prei&oa of li|l(ngers ; that the ftatet 
» 5*5- of Italy, weary of the JgoMuyious and iatolerable 
dominion of . barbarians, were it laft ready to 
combine in order to widicat^ their own inde* 
pendence ; that their ,eyes wef9 fiised on him a$ 
the only leader whofe genius. and good fortune 
could enfure the happy fuc^efs of that noble eo* 
terprife ; thait the attempt w^ no lefs pra&icable 
than glorious, it being in his power fo to diQ>er(e 
the Spamih infantry, the only, body of th^empe^ 
ror's troops that remained in Italy, throu^ the 
villages of the Milanefe, thjj^t, in one night, theyr 
might be deftroyed by thf .people, who, having 
fuffered much from their exa^yipns and infolence,^ 
would gladly undertake this fervice; that he 
might then, ^thout . oppofition, take po^leffion 
of the throne of Naples, the ftation deiUned hr 
him, 2J)d a rewacd not unworthy the reflorer of 
liberty to Italy ; that the . fope^i of whom that . 
kingdom held, and whpfe predeceflbrs had dif« 
jiofed of it on many former occafions, wouhl 
willingly grant him the right of inveftiture ; that 
the Venetians, the Florentines, the duke of MilaUj^ 
to whom he had communicated the fcheme, to- 
gether with the French, would be the guarantees 
ff his right i that the Neapolitans would natu«i 
raUy prefer the government of oa^ of their coimi 
. trymen, whom they jored ud adnpifidL to that 
odious doipinion of ftrangers, to which ifmj ha4 
fa^n fo loi^ fubje&ed} and that the en^^eror^ 

aitoniih^ 
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aftoniflied at a blow to nnexpefted, would find book 
that he had neither troops nor mon^y to refift fuch y^^^^^ 
a powerful confederacy \ 1 525. 

* s 

Pescara, amazed at the boldnefs and extent ^^^^^ 
of the fcheme, llftened attentively to Morone, pruoncrt^ 
but with the countenance of a man loft in pro- 
found and anxious thought. .On the one hand, 
the infamy of betraying his fovereign under whom 
he bore fuch high command, deterred him from 
the attempt ; on the other, the profpeft of ob- 
taining a crown allured him to venture upon it. 
After continuing a fliort fpace in fufpenfe, the 
leaft commendabk motives, as is ufual after fuch 
deliberations, prevailed, and ambition triumphed 
over honour. In order,^ however, to throw a 
colour of decency on his condufl:, he infifted 
that fome learned cafuifts fhould give their opi- 
Aion, ** Whether it was lawful for a fubjeft to 
take arms againft his immediate fovereign, in 
obedience to the lord paramount of whom the 
kingdom itfelf was held?*' Such a refolution of 
the cafe as he expeded was foon obtained from 
die divines and civilians both of Rome and Milan ; 
the negodation went forward; and meafures 
/eemed to be taking with great fpirit for the fpeedy 
(^ecution pf the deiigiu 

• Guic L xvi. 325. JoTii Vito Dftvali, p. 417. Ocur* 
4^ Br«itoin«, it. 171. Rufcelli Lcttre dc Princ, iu gi* 
TJiuani Hift. li}). i. c, u, P. Hcutcn Ren Auftr. lib. a. 
^ }' p. 207. 

During 
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BOOK During this interval, Pefcara, either Ihocked 
w at the treachery of the a&ion tliat he was gcmg 
*5*5- to commit, or defpairing of its fucce&, began to 
entertain thoughts of abandoning the engage- 
ments which lie had come tmder. The indifpo- 
iition of Sforza, who happened at that time to 
be taken ill of a diftemper which was thought 
mortal, confirmed his refolution, and determined 
him to make known the whole confpiracy to the 
emperor, deeming it more prudem to expeft the 
diitchy of Milan from him as the rewa^rd of this . 
difcoyery, than to 'aim at a kingdom to be pur- 
chafed by a feries of crimes. This retbludon^ 
however, proved the fource of ;a£tions hardly kfe 
criminal and ignominious. The emperor, who 
had already received full information concerning 
tile confpiracy from other hands, feetned to be 
highly pleafed with Pefcara's fidelity, and com- 
manded him to continue his intrigues for fome 
time with the pope and Sforza, both that. he might 
' difcover their intentions more fully, and that he 
might be iable to convift them of the crime with 
greater certainty. Pefcara, confcious of guilt, 
as well as fenfible how fufpicious his long fil^ce 
muft have appeared at Madrid, durft not declkie 
that difhonourable oi&ce *, and was obliged ]to ad 
the meaneft and mod difgraceful of all parts, that 
of reducing with a purpofe to betray. Confider- 
ing the abilities of the perfons with whom be had 
to deal, the part was fcarcely lefs difficult than 
bafe ; but he aftcd it with fuch addrefs, as to de- 
Cieive even the penetrating eye of Moroni, who, 

" relying 
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xetying with full confid«QGe on hist fincerity, vifited book 
him at Novara, in order to put the lafl hand to their .^.^^.^,-ji 
machinations. Pefcara received him in an apart- *^*^ 
ment where Antonio de Leyva was placed behind 
the tapeftry, that he might overhear and bear wit- 
neis to their converfation ; as Moroni was about 
to take leave, that officer fuddenly appeared, and to 
i)is aftonKhmex^t gelled him prifoner in the em- 
peror's name. He was condufted to the caftle of 
- Pavia ; and Pefcara, who had fo lately been his ac- 
<:omplice, had now the aflurance to interrogate him. 
as his judge. At the fame time, the cniperor de- 
irlared Sfor2a to have forfeited all right to the 
dutchy of Milan, by Ijis enga^ng in a cojifpiracy 
againfl theXovereigh of whom he held ; Pefcara, by 
his comniand, feizedon every place in the Milanefe^ 
except the. caftles of Cremona and Milan, which the 
unfortunate duke attempting to defend, were clofe- 
ly blockaded by the Imperial troops **. 


But though this unfuccefsful confpiracy, in- Thcr'gpr- 
ftead of (tripping the emperor of what he already mem ©f' 
poffeffed in Italy, contributed to extend his domi- l^in ** *^ 
, nions in that country, it (hewed him the nece(fity 
of coming to fome agreement with the French 
king, unlefs he thofe to draw on himfelf a confe- 
-deracy of all Europe, which the progrefs of his 
• arms and his' ambition, now as undifguifed as it w;as 
. boundlofs, filled with* general alarm. He had not 

..*' Gui<;. L XYi. 329. Jovii Hifl. 319. Capella# lib* v. 
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hitherto treated Francis with the generofity which 
that monarch expeded, and hardly with the de- 
'5«s. cency due to his ftation, Inftead gf difplaying 
the fentiments becoming a great prince, Charles, 
' by his mode of treating Francis, feems to have 
aded with the mercenary art of a corfair, who, 
by the rigorous ufage of his prifoners, endea- 

- vours to draw from them an .higher price for 
their ranfom. The captive king was confined in 

- an old caftle, under a keeper whofe formal aufte-t 
rity of manners rendered his vigilance ftill more 

• difgufting. He was allowed no exercife but that 

of riding on a mule, i^rrounded with armed 

guards on horfeback. Charles, on pretence of . 

its being neceffary to attend the Cortes affembled 

in Toledo, had gone to reiide in that city, and 

fufFered feveral weeks to elapfe without vifiti]Dg 

Francis, though he foliated an interview w3h 

SfST" the moft preffing and fubmiffive importunity. So 

many indignities made a deep impreflion on an 

high-fpirited prince; he began to lofe all relifli 

for his ufual amufements; his natural gaiety of 

temper forfook him ; and after languiihing for 

fome time, he was feized with a dangerous fever, 

' during the violence of which he complained con* 

• ftantly of the unexpeded and nnprincely rigour 
with which he had been treated, often exclaim* 
ing, that now the emperor would have the fatif* 
fa^on 'of his dying a prifoner in his hands, 
without having once deigned to fee his face* The 

• phyfidans, at laft, defpaired of his life, and 
Uiformed the emperor that they faw. no hope of 

3 ti» 
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lus recovety, unlefs he were gratified with regard 
to that point on which be feemed to be fo ftrongly 
bent. Charles, folicitous to preferve a life with *5»5* 
which all his profpeds of farther advantage from 
the yiStory of Pavia mufl have termin^ed, im^ 
mediately Jconfulted his ra^ifters concerning the 
courie to be taken. In vain did the chancelioir 
Gattinara, the mod able ajtnong them, reprefent 
(0 lum the 'indecency of Ms vifiting Francis, if 
be did not intend to fet him at liberty imme-» 
diately upon equal terms; in vain did he point 
oat die in£uny to which he would be expofed^ 
if avarice or ambition ihould prevail on him to 
give the captive monarch this mark of attention 
and fynq)atby, . for which humanity and generofity 
had ;^eaded fo long without effed* The empe^* SepMS. 
ror, lefs delicate, or lefs folicitous about reputa* ror yifitt ' 
tion than his minifter, fet out for Madrid to vifit ^^* 
his prifonen The interview was ihort; Francis 
being too weak to bear a long converfation, 
Charles accofted him in terms full of affedion 
and refpe^, and gave him fuch promifes of fpeedy 
deliverance and princely treatment, as would 
have refle£bd the greateft honour upon him if 
they had flowed from another fource* Francis 
grafped at them with the eagemefs natural in his 
fituation ; and cheered with this gleam of hope, 
began to revive from that moment, recovering 
rapidly his wonted health % 

•v 

• ,6u5c. L xvi. 339, SandoVr Hift* u 66u 
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BOOK. He had foon the moitificatioh to find, that Us 
\,^,*v-I.«^ confidence in the emperor was not better founded 
TiJ^nfta ^^^^ formerly. Charles returned ixvftandy to To- 
Ue Bourbon Icdo.; eU ncgociatlons were carried on by his 
jUIdifd*^ minifters ; and Francis was kept in: as ftrid cuf- 
tody as ever. A new indignity^ atid that very gallt 
ingj was*added to all thofe he had already ft^er^t 
ed. Bourbon arriving in Spain about tbia tim^f 
Charles, who bad fo long refufied to vifit the, king 
of France, . received his rebellious fubje£k witfe 
v«f. 15. the mod fludied xefped. He met him widiout 
the gates of Toledo, embraced hint ^with tbQ 
greateft affeftion, 4nd placing him- .on .his lefil 
hand, conduded him to his apardnetoo^.. The/a 
marks of honour to him, were fo i^asiy . ]fifia!ks to 
the unfortunate monarch ; which, he felt in a vetjl 
fenfible manner. It afforded him.fome comb- 
lation, however, to obferve, that the fentiments 
of the Spaniards differed widely : from . thofe of 
their fovereign. That generous people detciled 
Bourbon's crime, Notwithftanding his . great 
talents and important fervices, they fhunned . all 
intercourfe with him, to fudi a degree, that 
Charles having defired the m^rqiiis de Villena to 
permit Bourbon to refide in his palace while the 
court remained in Toledo, he politely replied, 
^* That he could not refufe gratifying his fove- 
reign in that requefl ;*' but added, with a Caili« 
lian dignity of mind, that the emperor muft not 
be furprifed if, the moiiient the conftable dc* 
parted, he fhould^ burn to the ground a houfe 
which, havbg being polluted by the prefence of 

4 a traitor. 
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a traitor, became an unfit habitation for a man (5f book 

honour ^ v— !-v-w 

15x5. 

Charles himfelf, neverthelefs, fe^med to have *^PP^"';f 
it much at heart to reward Bourbon's fervices in theimpc- 
a fignal manner. But as he muited, in the nrit in uaiy. 
place, on the accomplilhment of the emperor's 
promife of giving him in marriage his fifter 
Eleanora, queen dowager of Portugal, the ho- 
nour of which alliance had been one of his chief 
inducements to rebel againft his lawful fovereign ; 
as Francis, in brder to prevent fuch a dangerous 
union, had oflFered, before he left Italy, to marry 
that , prineefs ; and as Eleanora herfelf difcovered 
an inclination rather to match with a powerful 
monarch, than with his exiled fubjed; all thefe 
interfering circumftances created great embar- 
raifinent to Charles^ and left him hardly any 
hope of extricating himfelf with decency. But ^«*^««^* 
the death of Pefcara, who, at the age of thirty- 
fix, left behind him the reputation of being one 
of the greateft generals and ableft politicians of 
that century, happened opportunely at this junc- 
ture for his relief. By that event, the command 
of the army in Italy became vacant, and Charles, 
always fertile in rdburces, perfuaded Bourbon, 
who was in no condition to difpute his will, to 
accept the office of general in chief there, to- 
gether with a grant of the dutchy of Milan 
forfeited by Sforza j and ia return for thefe to 

f Gttic. L xn. 335» 
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rcHnqtfflh all hopes of marrying the queen of 
Portugal ». 

The chief obftaclc that flood in the way of 
Francis's liberty was the emperor's continuing 
to infift fo peremptorily on the reftitution of Bur-f 
gundy, as a preliminary to that event. Francis 
often declared, that he would never confent to 
difmember his kingdom ; and that, ^ven if fie 
ftiould fo far forget the duties of a monarch, as 
to come to fuch a refolution, the fundamental 
laws of the nation would prevent its taking effeflt. 
On his part, he was willing to make an abfolute 
ceffion to the emperor of all his pretenfions ffl 
Italy and the Low Countries ; he promifed to 
reftore to Bourbon all his lands which had been 
confifcated; he renewed his propofal of mar- 
rying the emperor's fifter, the queen dowager 
of Portugal ; and engaged to pay a great fum 
by way of ranfom tor his own perfon. But all 
mutual efteem and confidence between the two 
monarchs were now entirely loft 5 there appeared^ 
on the one hand, a rapacious ambition, labour- 
ing to avail itfelf of every favourable circum- 
ftance ; on the other, fufpicion and refentment, 
.ftanding perpetually on their guard ; fo that the 
profpefl: of bringing their negociations to an iijue ^ 
feeiued t9 be far diftant^ The dutchefs of Alen- 
9on, the French king's fifter, whom Charles 
permitted to vifit her brother in his confinement, 


Sandov. Hift. i, &j6, Oeuv. de Brant, iv. 249. 
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employed all her addrefs, in order to procure book 
his liberty on more reafonable terms. Henry of v,— v^ 
England interpofed his good offices to the fame '5»5-^ 
purpofe; but both with fo little fuccefs, that 
Francis in defpair .took fuddenly the refolution ^""f/J^^ 
of refigning his crown, with all its rights and fo^^esto 
prerog;atives, to his fon the dauphin, dctermin- «own. " 
ing rather to end his days in prifon, than to 
purchafe his freedom by conceflions unworthy of 
a king. The deed for this purpofe he figned 
with legal formality in Madrid, empowering his 
fifter.to carry it into France, that it might be 
regiftered in all the parliaments of the king- 
dom; and at the fame time intimating his in- 
tention to the emperor, he defired him to name 
the place of his confinement, and to aflign him 
a proper number of attendants during the re-r 
mainder of his days \ 

This refolution of the French king had great ^J>»^^«« 
effedk; Charles began to be fenfible, that by 
pufliing rigour to excefs he might defeat his 
own meafures ; and inflead of the vafl advantages 
which he hoped to draw from ranfoming a 
powerful monarch, he might at laft find in his 
hands a prince without dominions or revenues. 
! About the fame time, one of the king of Na- 
varre's domeftics happened, by an extraordinary 
exertion of fidelity, courage, and addrefs, to 

* This paper is publifhed in Memoires Hiftoriques, &^. 
psr M. V Abbe Raynal, torn. ii. p. 151, 
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procure his matter an opportunity of efcaping 
from the prifon in which he had been confined 
«i*5 ever finct the battle of Pavia. This convinced 
the emperor, that the moft vigilant attention 
of his officers might be eluded by the ingenuity 
or boldnefs of Francis or his attendants, and 
one unlucky hour might deprive him of all the 
advantages which he had been fo foEcitous to 
obtain. By thefe confiderations, he was induced . 
to abate fomewhat of his former demands. Oa . 
the pther hand, Francis's impatience under (jon- 
finenient daily increafed; and having Received 
certain intelligence of a powerful league forming 
againft his rival in Italy, he grew more com- 
pliant with regard to conceffions, trufting that, 
if he could once obtsdn his liberty, he would 
foon be in a condition to refume whatever. he 
had yielded. 

Treat^of SucH bcing the views and fentiments pf the 
Madrid.. two mouarchs, the treaty which procured Francis 
his liberty was figned at Madrid, on the four- 
teenth of January one thoufand five hundred 
and twenty-fix. The ^article with regard io 
Burgundy, which had hitherto created the greatfft 
difficulty, was compromifed, . Francis engaging 
to reftore that dutchy with all its dependencies in 
full fovereignty to the emperor ; and Charles 
confenting, that this refUtution fliould not be 
.made until the king was fet at liberty : in order 
to fecure the performance of this, as well as the 
other conditions in the treaty, Francis .agreed. 

^ . that, 
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'that, at the fame inftant when he . himfelf fliould book 
be releafed, he would deliver as hoftages to, the ^.-^^ 
femperor, his eldeft fon the dauphin, his fecond 'S*^- 
fon the duke of Orleans, or in lieu of the latter, 
twelve of his principal nobility, to be named by 

^ Charles. The other article^ fwelled to a great 
number, and, though not of fuch importance, 
were extremely rigorous. Anxong thefe the rnqft 

* remarkable were, that Francis Ihould renounce 
all his pretentions in Italy; that he {hould dif- 
claim any title which he had to the (bverdgnty of 
Flaijiders and Artois j that, ^thin fix weeksi after 
his rele'afe, he fliould reftore to Bourbon, and his 
adherents, all, their goods, ^moveable and ini- 
moveable, and make them full separation for 
'the damages which they had fuftained by the con- 
'fifcatioh of them ; that he fliould ,ufe Us mtereflb ' 
^vith lienry D' Albret to relinqujifli. his . preteiv* 
tions to the crown of Navarre, and fliould not 
for the future aflifl: him in any attempt . to te^ 
cover it; that there fliould be eftabUflied . b6# 
twoeii the emperor and Francis a leagui^. of per* 
petiial friendfhip and confederacy,^ with. a. pro* 
mife of mutual a{Gfl:aii(;^ in every cafe ofi:necef« 
lity ; that, in corroboration of this unioxu Francig 
ihould marry the emperor's .fifter,., the. queen 
dowager of Portugal; that ^ Francis ihould caufe 
g,ll the articles of this treaty Jo fee ^tified by the 
Aates, and regiftered in the parliaments of his 
kingdom; that, upon the emperor'« receiving 
this ratification, the hofl:age$ fliould be fet at 

Y 3 liberty ; 
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BOOK liberty ; but in their place, the duke of Angoa- 

v^.*-. -1*^ leme, the king's . third fon, fhould be delivered 

*3*^- to Charles; that in order to manileft, as well as 

to ftrengthen the amity between the two mo-^ 

narchs, he might be educated at the Imperial 

court; and that if Francis did not, within the 

time limited, fulfil the ftipulations in the treaty, 

he Ihould promife, upon his honour and oath, 

'to return into Spain, and to furirender himfelf 

again a prifoner to the emperor *. 

!fthaT!T By this treaty, Charles flattered himfelf that 
with refpca he had not only effeftually humbled his rival, 
but that he had takeii fuch precautions as would 
for ever prevent his re-attaining any fomudable 
degree of power. The opinion, which the wifeft 
politicians formed concerning it, was very dif- 
- ferent; they could not perfuade themfelves that 
Francis, after obtaining his liberty, would execute 
articles againft which he had ftruggled fo long, 
and to which, notwithftanding all that he felt 
during a long and rigorous confinement, he 
had confented with the utmoft rqluQiance. Am- 
bition and refentment, they knew, would con- 
fpire in prompting him to violate the hard con* 
ditions to wWch he had been conftraihed tQ 
fubnrft ; nor would arguments and cafuiftry be 
wanting to reprefent that which was fo manifeftly 
advantageous, to be neccflary and juft. If one 

* Recueil des Trait, torn. ii. i il. Ulloa Vita dd Carlo V. 
p. I02> &c. 
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part of Fmiicis's conduft had been known at book 
that time, this opinion might have been founded, ^,^^,J>^^ 
not in conjediire, but in certainty. A few ^tznc^J^' 
hours b^for^ h^ figned the treaty, he affembled f<^cretiy pro- 
fuch of his cpunfellors as were then at Madrid, the validity 
and having exa^ed from them a folemn oath of. ^ '^' 
fecrecy, he made a long enumeration in their 
prefence of the diflionourable arts, as well as 
wnprinc^ly rigour, which \ht emperor had em- 
ployed in order to enfnare or intimidate him. 
For that reafon, he took a formal proteft in the 
hands of nptaries, that.his confent to the treaty 
fhpuld be confidered as an involuntary deed, and 
be deemed null and void ^* By this difingenuous 
artifice, for which even the treatment that he had 
met with was no apology, Francis endeavoured to 
fatisfy his honour and confcience in figning the . 
treaty, and tp provide at the fame time a pre- 
text on whigh to break it, 

Great, meanwhile, were the outward detnon- 
ftrations of love and confidence between the two 
monarchs ; they appeared often together in pub- 
lic; they frequently had long conferences in 
private; they travelled in the fame litter, and 
jo;ned in the fan^e amufements. But, amidft thefe 
figns of pea?e and friendflup, the emperor ftill 
harboured fufpicion in his mind. Though the 
ceremonies of the marriage between Francis and 
|he queen of Portugal were performed foon aftei; 

^ ll^cueil des Trait, torn. ii. p. 107. 
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the conclufion of the treaty, Charles would not 
pemdit him to confummate it until the return bf 
the ratification from France. Even then Francis 
was not allowed to be at full liberty ; his guards 
were (till continued; though carefled as a br6« 
ther-in-law, he wa$ ftill watched like a prifoner ; 
and it was obvious to attentive obfervers, that 
an union, in the very beginning of which there 
might be difccmed fuch fymptoms of jealoufy and 
diftruft, could not be cordial, or of long conti* 


nuance 
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About a month after the figning of the treaty, 
th^ regent's ratification of it was brought from 
France; and that wife princefs, preferring, on 
thip occafion, the public good to domeftic at 
.fe£tion, informed her fon, that, inftead of the 
twelve noblemen named in the treaty, fhe had 
imt the duke of Orleans along with his brothei* 
the dauphin to the frontier, as the kingdoni 
could fuffer nothing by the abfence of a child, 
but muft be left almoft incapable of defence, if 
deprived of its ableft ftatefmen, and moft expe- 
rienced generals, whom Charles had artfully in* 
eluded in his nomihatioit At laft Francis took 
leave of the emperor, whde fufpicion of the 
king's fincerity increafing, as the time of putting 
it to the proof approached, he endeavoured to 
bind him flill fafter by exafting new promifes, 
which, after thofe he had already > made, the 


? Guic. 1. XVI. 353. 
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French monarch was not flow to grant* He- (et 

' out from Madrid, a place which the remem- 
brance of many affli£Hng circumilances rendered 
peculiarly odious to him, with the joy natural 

' on fuch an occafion, and began the long-wiflied- 
for journey towards his own dominions* He was 

" efqorted by a body of horfe under the command 
of Alarcon, who, as the king drew near the fron- 
tiers of France, guarded him with more fcrupu- 
loiis exadnefs than ever. When he arrived 9t 

'tihe river Andaye, which feparates the two king-^ 
doms, Lautfec appeared on the oppofite bank 
with a guard of horfe equal in number to Alar- 
'cbn*s. An empty bark was moored in the mid- 
dle of the ftream; the attendants drew up in 
order on the oppofite banks; at the fame in^ 
'ftant, Lannoy with eight gentlemen j)ut off irou;i 
the Spaniih, and Lautrec with the fame numbei: 
from the Fr,ench fide of the river j the former 
had the king in his boat j the latter, the dauphin 
and duke of Orleans; they met in the empty 
veffel; the exchange v^ras made in a moment; 
Francis, after a fliort embrace of his childrent 
leaped into Lautrec's boat, and reached the 
French fliore. He mounted at that inftant a Turkiflj 
horfe, waved his hand over his head, and with ^ 
joyful voice crying aloud feveral time;s, ^* I am 
yet a king,** galloped full fpeed to St. John de 
Luz, and from thence to Bayonne. This event, 
no lefs impatiently defired by the French na^on 
than by their monarchy happeoued on the eighteenth 

erf'- 
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^ ?v^ ^ ^^ March, a year and twenty. two 4ays after tho 
fetal battle of Pavia "t 


• 1516* 

The empe« 
|ror*8 mar- 
riage with 
IfabelU of 
Portugal. 


* Marcb xa. 


Soon after the emperor had taken leave pf 
Francis, and permitted him to begin his journey 
towards hisf own dominions, he fet out for Scr 
ville, iii order to folemiiize hi^ marriage with 
Ifabella, the daughter of Emanuel, th^ late king 
of Portugal, and the fifter of John HI. who had 
fucceeded him in the tjirone of that kingdoni, 
* Ifabella was a princefs of uncommon beauty and 
accomplifhments ; and as the Cortes, both in 
Caftile an4 Aragon, had warmly folicited their 
fovereign to marry, the choice of a wife, fa nearly 
allied to the royal blood of both kingdoms, was 
extremely acceptable to his fubjefts, The Portu- 
guefe, fond of this new connexion with the firft 
mona.rch in Chriftendom, granted him . an extra- 
ordinary dowry with Ifabella, amounting to nine 
hundred thoufand crowns, a .fum ^hich, froiri 
the fituation pf his affairs at that junfture, was. 
of no fmall cpnfequence to the emperor. The 
marriage was celebrated with that fplendour an^ 
gaiety, which became a great and youthful prince. 
Charles lived with Ifabella in perfefl: harmonyjj 
and treated her on all occafion§ with much dif« 
tin£Uon and regard "• 


* Sandov. Hift. i. 735. Guic. I. xvi, 555, 
" UUoa Vita di Carlo V. p. 106. Belcarius Gojn^ Rcr. 
Gallic, p. ^6^* Spalatinus ap. Struv. Corp. Hift. Germ. ii. 
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During thefe tranfaflions, Charles could hard- book 
\y give ai^y attention to the aflFairs of Germany, w.^^^^-^ 
though it was torn in pieces by commotions, which ^^^5^^*^^ 
threatened the moft. dangerous confequences. By Cermtny, 
the feudal inititutions, which ftill fubfifled almoft 
unimpaired in the empire, the property of lands 
was veiled in the princes and free-barons. Their 
valTals held of them by the ftriaeft and moft li- S'lhTp?. 
mited tenures ; while che great body of the people ^*°^ 
W^ kept in a ftate but little removed from abfi>- 
. lute fenrjtude^ IiK fpme places of Germany^ 
people of the loweft clafs were fo entirely in the 
power of their matters, as to be liibjed to per- 
fonal and domeftic flavery, the moft rigorous 
form of that wretched . ftate. In other provinces, 
J^rticularly in Bohemia and Lufatia, the peafants 
W^r^ bound to remain on the laads to which they 
belonged, and jp^ing part of the eftate, were 
transferred like any odier property from one hand 
to anpth^n Even in Suabia, and the countries 
pn the bank$ of. the Rhine, where their condition 
was moft tolerable, the peafants not only paid die 
full rent of their farms ta the landlord ; but if 
they chofc f itber tp change the place of their 
abode, or to follow a new profeffion, before they 
COUI4 acpoinplHh what they defired, they were 
obliged to purchafe this privilege at a certain 
price.. . ipefides this, all grants of lands to peafants 
expired at their death, without defcending to their 
pofterity. Upon tiiat event, the landlord had a 
right tp the beft of their cattle, as well as of their 
furniture j and their heir>^ in order to obtam a 

renewal 
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raiewal of the grant, were obliged to pay 'large 
fums by way of fine. ^Thefe exadUons, though 
grtevousy were borne with patience, becaufe thfey 
^ were cuftomary and ancient : but when the pfo- 
. ^rels of elegance and luxury, as Well as the changes 
; intiroduced into the art of war, ctaxe to ^ increafe 
• tibe expence of government, and made it necefiary 
for princes to levy occafional or dated taxes on 
.their fubjefls, fuch impofitions bdtig new, ap- 
.peared intolerable; and in Germany, thde du- 
,ties being laid chiefiy upon beer, wiiie, and oth^ 
'.neceflaries of life, afieded the common people in 
.the mofl: fenfible manner. The addition of fuch 
ttst load to their former burdens, drove diem to 
defpair. It was to the valour infpired by refent* 
<ment againft impofitions of this kind, that the 
Su^s pwed the acquifition of their liberty in the 
fourteenth century. The fame caufe 4iad exdted 
the peafants in feveral other provinces of Ger- 
^nany to rebel againft their fuperiors towards thie end 
p{ the fifteenth and beginning of the fixteenth cen- 
turies ; and though tfaefe infurre&iohs were hot at- 
tended with like fuccefsy they could not, however, 
be quelled without much difficulty and bloodflied ^ 

SJ'in" ^^ *^^ checks, Ae fpirit of the peafants mi 
suabia. overawed rather than fubduesd; and dieir griev- 
ances multiplying continually, they ran io arms, 
in the year one thbufand fivef famidred and 
twenty-fix, with the moft fratltic rage. Their 

V 

* Seek«d.-.Eb.<i. ifrsr. 6> • 

:. . fiift 


fir|l appearance was joear Ulm in Suabia; The book' 
plants in the dd^cxtt country flocked to their ^-.^-v^L,/ 
ibgi4ard .Tvith the ardoi»r and impadenoe natural ^ 'S«^* 
toymen who, haying groaned long under oppret 
lio;^, behdd at lafl: ibme profpe£tof deliverance; 
an^ the contagion fpreading from province to 
province, reached almoft every -part of Germany. 
Wherever they came, they plundered the mo- 
naileries ; wafted, the lands of their fupeiiors ; 
rafed their caftles, and maflacred without mei^cy ' 
all.perfons of noble birth, who were fo unhappy 
as to fall into their hands ^. Having intimidated ' 
their opprefTors, as they imagined, by the vio- 
lence of thefe proceedings, they began to confi- 
des what would be the mod proper and eifefluai 
method of fecuring themfelves for the future 
from their tyrannical exadions. With this view, 
they drew up and publiihed a memorial, contain- ' 
ing all their demands, and declared^ that whilp 
arms were in their hands, they would either per- 
fuade or oblige the ^bks to give them full fa- 
tisfadion with regaid to thefe. The chief articles 
were, that they might have liberty to chufe their 
own paftors; that they might be freed from the * 
payment of all tythes except thofe of com ; -that 
they might no longer be confidered as the Haves or 
bondmen of their fuperiors; that the liberty of ' 
hunting and filhing might be common ; that the - 
great forelts might not be regarded as priyate pro- 

^ Petr. Crinitus de Bello Rufticano,. ap, Freher. Script. . 
Rcr; Genn, ArgenU lyi?* vol. iii. p. 243. 
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BOOK perty, but be open for the ufe of all ; that they 
s,.ip^...i.«^ niight be delivered from the unufiial burden of 
'5*^' taxes under which they laboured ; that the ad- 
miniftradon of juitice niight be rendered lefs ri- 
gorous and more impartial; that the encroach- 
ments of the nobles upon meadows and commons 
might be reflrained \ 

fueUeiL , Many of thefe demands were extremely feafoi^ 
able ; and being urged by fuch formidable num- 
bers, fliould have met with fome redrefs. But 
thofe unwieldy bodies, affembled in different 
places, had neither union, nor condufl:, nor vi- 
gour. Being led by perfons of the loweft rank, 
without fkill in war, or knowkdge of what was 
neceffary for accomplilhing their defigns; all 
their exploits were diftinguifhed only by a brutal 
and unmeaning fury. To oppofe this, the princes 
and nobles of Suabia and the Lower Rhine raifed 
fuch of their vaffals as ftill continued faithful, and 
attacking fome of the mutineers with open force, 
and others by furprize, cut to pieces or difperfed 
all who infefted thofe* provinces ; fo that the pea- 
fants, after ruining the open country, and lofing 
upwards of twenty thoufand of their affociates in 
the field, were obliged to return to thejr.,habita- 
tions v^dth lefs hope thaij ever of relief from thor 
grievances ^ 

« 

« Blcid. Hift. p. 90. 

* Seckend. lib* ii« p; 10. Petr« Gnodalius de Rufticano- 
mm Tumultu in Germania, ap. Scard» Script. voLii. p. 1319 
Ice, 
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These commotions happened at firft in pro- book 
vitices of Germany Xvhere Luther^s opinions had ^ - -' ^ 
made little progrefs; and being excited wholly Tharinfar. 
by political caufes, had no connexion with the "^'°"*.** 
difputed points in religion. But the frenzy reach- 
ing at lafl: thofe countries in which the Reforma- 
tion was cftablifhed, derived - new ftrength from 
circumftances peculiar to them, and rofe to a 
ftill greater pitch of extravagance. The Reform- 
ation, wherever it was received, increafed that 
bold and innovating fpirit to which it owed its 
birth. Men who had the courage to overturn a 
fyftem fupported by every thing which can com- 
mand refpeft or reverence, were not to be over- 
awed by any authority, how great or venerable 
foeven After having been accuftomed to con- 
lider themfelves as judges of the mod important 
doftrines in religion, to examine thefe freely, and 
to rejeft, without fcruple, what appeared to them 
erroneous, it was natural for them to turn the fame 
daring and inquifitive eye towards government, 
and to think of reftifying whatever diforders or 
imperfeftions were difcovered there. As religious 
abufes had been reformed in feveral places without 
the permiffion of the magiftrate, it was an eafy 
tranfition to attempt the redrefs of political griev- 
ances in the fame manner. 

No fooner, then, did the fpirit of revolt break ^« ^•'- 
out in Thuringia, a province fubjeft to the 
eledtor of Saxony, the inhabitants of which were 
3 moftly 
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moftly converts to Lutheranifin, than it aflumed 
a Hew and more dangerous form. Thomas Mun- 
i5»fi- cer, one of Luther's difciples, having eftablifhed 
himfelf in that couhtry, had acquired a wonder- 
ful afcendant over the minds of the people. He 
propagated among them the wildeft and moil 
enthufiaftic notions, but fuch as tended manl- 
feftly to mfpire them with boldnefs, and lead 

^toT*" *^"^ ^^ fedition. " Luther, he told them, had 
done more hurt than fervice to religion. He had, 
indeed, refcued the church from the yoke of 
popery, but his doftrines encouraged, and his 
life fet an example of, the utmoft licentioufhefs 
of manners. In order to avoid vice (fays he), 
men muft pra£tife perpetual mortification^ They 
muft put on a grave countenance, fpeak little, 
wear a plain garb, and be ferious in their whole 
deportment. Such as prepare their hearts in 
this manner, may expe£b that the Supreme Be- 
ing will direO: all their fteps, and by fome vifible 
fign difcover his will to them ; if that illumina- 
tion be at any time withheld, we may expoftu- 
late with the Almighty, who deals -with us fo 
harfhly,*and remind him of his promifes. This 
expoftulation and anger will be highly acceptable 
to God, and will at laft prevail on him to guide 
us with the fame unerring hand which conduced 
the patriarchs of old. Let us beware, however, 
of oflFending him by our arrogance ; but as all 
men are equUl in his eye, let tHem return to 
that condition of equality in which he formed 

them. 
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theni, and having aU things' in common, let them book 
five together like brethren, wifhout any marks of ^^^,~^^ 
fubordinatioii or pre-eminence *•*' . ^ «5»*» 

r 

Extravagant as thefe tenets were, they flat- 
tered fo'mariy paflions in the human hekrt, as to 
make a deep impreffion. To aim at nothing 
more than abridging the power of the nobiKty, 
was now confidered as a trifling and partial re- 
formation, not worth the contending for ; it was 
propofed to level every diftinftion amotig man- 
kind, and l>y'abclifliing property, to reduce them 
to their natural ftate of equality, in which all 
fhould receive their fubfiftence from one com- 
mon flock. - Muncer aflured them, that the de- 
fign was approved of by Heaven, and that the 
Almighty had ill a dream afcertained him of its 
fuccefs. The peafants fet about the execution 
t)f it, not only with the rage which animated 
. thofc of their order in other parts of Germany, 
but with the ardour which enthuliafm infpires. 
They depofed the magiftrates in all the cities of 
which they were mafters ; feized the lands of the 
nobles, and obliged fuch of them as they got 
into their hands, to put on the drefs commonly 
worn by peafsmts, and inftead of their former 
titles, to be fatisfied \dth the appellation given 
to people in the lowed clafs of life. Great num« 
bers engaged in this wild undertaking; but 

' Seckcnd. lib. ii. p. 13. Sleid. Hift. p. 85. 
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Mimcer, their leader and their pro{)het, tras 
dellitute of the abilities neceflary for conducting 
it. He had all the extravagance^ but not the 
courage, which enthufiafls ufually poflefs. It 
was with difficulty he could be perfuaded to take 
the field; and though he foon drew together 
eight thoufand men, he fuffered himfelf to be 
iurrounded by a body of cavalry under the com- 
mand of the elector of Saxony, the landgrave of 
Hefle, and duke of Brunfwick. Thefe princes^ 
unwilling to fhed the blood of their deluded fub« 
jeds, fent a young nobleman to their camp, yith^ 
the offer of a general pardon^ if they would im-* 
mediately lay down their arms, and deliver up 
the authors of the fedition. Muncer, alarmed at 
this, began to hiU'angue his followers with his 
ufual vehemence, exhorting them not to trufl 
thefe deceitful promifes of their oppreObrs, nor 
to. defert the caufe of God, and q{ Chriflian 
liberty. 

• 

But the fenfe of prefent danger malpng a 
deeper impreflion on the peafants than his elo- 
quence, confufion and terror were vifible in evQy 
&ce, when a rainbow, which was the emblem 
tiidX the mutineers had painted on their colours« 
happening to appear in the clouds, Muncer, with 
admirable prefence of mind, laid hold of that 
iocid^it, and fuddenly r^fing his eyes and hands 
towards heaven, " Behold," cries he, with an 
elevated voice, " the fign which God has given. 

^« There 
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^^ There' rs the pledge of your fafety; ^A a token b o 6 k 
«>hat the wicked fhall be deftroyea/*' The fa- c^^ 
ilaticai multitude fet up inftantly a great fhout, 'S^^- 
as if viftory had been ceftam; and-jjaflm^ in ti 
momait from one extreme to ailother, maflk- 
cred the unfortunate nobleman who had come 
with the offer of pardon, and demarided to bfe 
led towards the enemy. The Princes, -enraged ai 
this ' fliocking violation of the laws of war, ^d- 
vanc^ with no kfe impetuofity, and began the 
attack; but the behaviour of the peafants in the Miy 15; 
combat was not fuch as might have been esr- 
pefted either from their ferocity or confidence of 
iuccefs ; an undifdplined rabble was no' equal 
jnateh for well-trained troops ; above fiire thou- 
sand were flaiti in the field, alm;oft without mak- 
ing refifttocc ; the re^ fled, and among ^he fore- 
moft Muncer their general. He was taken next 
day, and being condemned to fuch putiifliments 
as his crimes had deferved, he fuffeted them with 
a poor and daftardly fpirit. His death put aii 
end to the infurreftions of the peafants, ^ which 
•had filled Germany with fuch terror''; but th^ 
enthufiaftic notions which he had/fcattered wera 
not extirpated, and produced, not long after, 
eStOs more memorable, as well- as mdre ex- 
trav^gant. .; « > .: > > 

• • • . 

' Sleid. Hift. p. 84. Seckend. jib. ii. p. t2. GnodsJius 
Tumuk« Rufticam 15^5.^ ^ ; • - • ' "^ 
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During thefe commotioiis, Luther aded with 
exemplary prudence and moderation ; like a 
common parent^ folidtous about the wel&re of 
both parties, without fparing the hxxhs or errors 
cflodod, of either. On the one hand, he addrefled a mo-^ 
nitory difcourfe to the nobles, exhorting them to 
treat their dependents with greater humanity and 
indulgence* On the other, he feverely cenfured 
the feditious fpirit of the peaianta, advifing them 
not to murmur at hardships infeparable from their 
condition, nor to fedc for redrefs by any but legal 


means ^ 


riile."** Luther's famous marriage with Catharine a 
Jgori^, a, nun of a noble family, who, having 
thrown, of the veil, had. fled from the cloifter> 
happened this year, and was far from meeting 
with the. fame approbation. , £ven his moft: de* 
voted fqllQw^s thought this ftep indecent^ at a 
time when his country was involved in fo many 
calamities.; while his enemies never mentioned 
it with any fofter appellation than that of io* 
ceftuous or profane* Luther himfelf was fen- 
fible of the impreflion which it had made to htt 
diiadvant^gie ; but being fatisfied with his own 
condud, he bore the cenfure of his friends, and 
the reproaches of his adverfaries, with his yfual 
fortitude '• 

; Skid. Hift. p. 87. * Scekend. lib. ii. p. 15. 
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This year the Reformation loft its firft pro- booic 

teftor, Frederic, eledor of Saxony j but the blow .^,Au^ 

was the lefs fenfibly felt, a$ he was fucceeded by '5»fi» 

his brother John, a more avowed and zealous, **•/ s* 
though lefs able patron of Luther and his doc- 
trines. 

Another event happened about the fame time, ?««• 
which, as it occafioned a confiderable change in thcTenttMuc 
the ftate of Germany, muft be traced back to **^* 
its fource. While the frenzy of the Crufades 
poffeiTed all Europe during the twelfth and thir- 
teenth centuries, feveral orders of religious knight- 
hood were founded in defence of the Chriftian 
faith againft Heathens and Infidels. Among 
thefe, the Teutonic order in Germany was one of 
the moft illuftrious, the knights of which diilin- 
guiflied themfelves greatly in all the enterprifes 
carried on in the Holy Land. Being driven at 
laft from their fettlements in the eaft, they were 
obliged to return to their native coimtry. Their 
zeal and valour were too impetuous to remain 
long inaflive. They invaded, on very flight pre- 
tences, the province of Pruffia, the inhabitants of 
which were ftill idolaters ; and having completed ^ 

the conqueft of it about the middle of the thir- 
teenth century, held it many years as a fief de- 
pending on the crown of Poland. Fierce cpn- 
tefls arofe during this period, between the grand 
matters of the order, and the kings of Poland; 
the former ftruggling for independence, while 

Z 3 the 
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the latter aflferted their right of fovereigiity with 
great firmnefs, Albert, a priiice of the houfe of 
'^*^' Brandenburgh, who was elected grand mailer la 
the year one thoufand five hundred and eleven, 
engaging keenly in this quarrel, maintained a 
long war with Sigifmund, king of Poland; but 
having become an early convert to Luther's 
doctrines, this gradually leffened his zeal for the 
interefts of his fraternity^, fo that he took the 
opportunity of the confufions in the Empire, 
and the abfence of the emperor, to conclude 
a treaty with Sigifmund, greatly to his own pri» 
vate emolument. By it, that part of PruiEa, 
which belonged to the Teutonic order, wa« 
ereded into a fecular and hereditary^ dutchy, and 
the inveftiture of if granted to Albert, who, in 
return, bound himfelf to do homage for it to the 
Jungs of Poland as their vaflaL Immediately 
after this, he made public profeflion of the re-r 
formed religion, and married a princefs of Den- 
mark. The Teutonic knights exclaimed fo 
loudly againft the treachery of their grand mafter, 
that he was put under the ban, of the Empire j 
but he ftill kept pofleffion of the province which 
he had ufurped, and tranfmitted it to his pofte- 
rity. In procefs of time, this rich inheritance 
fell to the eleftoral branch of the family, all de-. 
pendence on the crown ojF Poland was fhaken pff, 
and the margraves of Brandenburgh, having af^ 
fumed the title of kings of Pruflia, have not 
only rifen to ^n equality with the firft princes in 

5 Germany, 
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Germany, but take their rank among the great Booii 
mcMiarchs of Europe \ ^^^L^, 

Upon the return of the French king to his Firit met- 
donunipnsy the eyes of all the powers in Europe Ft^ch^klng 
were fixed upon him, that, by obferving his firft »p|^ *^ 
motions, they might form a judgment concern*- Fnnce. 
ing his f ubfequent conduA* They were not held 
long in fufpenfe* Francis, as foon as he arrived at 
B^yonne, wrote to the king of England, thanking 
him for the zeal and affedion wherewith he had 
interpofed in his favour, to which he acknow-* 
ledged th^ he owed the recovery of his liberty. 
Next day, the emperor's ambalTadors demanded 
audience, aid, in their mafter'a name, required 
him to iffue fuch drders as were neceffary for 
carrying the treaty of Madrid into immediate 
and full execution ) he coldly anfwered, that 
though, for his own part, he determined religi-* 
oufly to perform all that he had promifed, the 
treaty contained fo many articles relative not to 
bimfelf alone, but affe^g the interefts of the 
French monarchy, jhat he. could npt take any 
farther ftep v^thout confulting the States of his 
kingdom, and that fome time would be neceiTary, 
m order to reconcile their minds to th.e hard coii-. . 
ditions which he had confented to ratify % Th& 
jheply was confidered as no obfcnre difcovery of 
his being refolved to elude the^ ^es^ty y and tb^q 

' adi Hift. p, 99.^ Pfeffd Abpeg6^ dc? PHift. dc Dibit 
Jubl. Pv 605, &,c. ■ Mem. dc Bcllay, p. 97. 
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compliment paid to Henry, appeared a very pro- 
per ftep towards fecuring .the afliftaHce of that 
monarch in the war with « the emperor, to which 
fuch a refolution would certainly err e rife. Thefe 
circumftances, added' to -the explicit, (Jedarations 
ivhich Francis made In fecret to the ambafladors 
from feveral of the Italian powers, fiiily fatisfied 
them . that their conje£iures with r^ard to bis 
cotiduifi had been julB:, and that, inftead of in- 
tending to execute, an unreafonable treaty, he 
was eager to feize the firft opportunity of re- 
venging thofe injuries which had compelled liim 
to feign an approbation of it. Even the doubts, 
and feans, and icruples, which ufed, on other 
occafions, to hold Clement in. a ftate of uncer* 
tainty, were diflipated by Francis's feeming im- 
patience to break through all his engagements 
with the emperor. The fituation, indeed, of 
affairs in Italy at that time, did not allow the 
Pope to hefitate long. Sforza was ftill befieged 
by the Impenalifts in the caflle of Milan. That 
feeble . prince, dq)rived now of Mqroni^'s advice, 
and unprovided with every thing neceflary for 
defence, found means to inform Clement and 
the Venetians, that he muft foon furrender, if 
they did not come to his relief. The Imperial 
troops, as they had received no pay fince the 
battle of Pavia, lived at difcretion in the Mi- 
lanefe, levying focji .exorbitant contribudons in 
that dutchy, as amounted, if we may rely on 
Guiodardini's calculation, to no lefs a fum than 

five 
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five thoufipid ddcats a day"; nor was it to be book 
doubte^y b^t*tbat the faldlers, as foon as the w^/^- 
caftle feould -fubmitj would chufe to leave a 'S**- 
ruined* country which hardly afforded them fub- 
fiftence, ;that they might take poffeffion of more 
comfortable quarters in the fertile and untouched 
territories of the Pope and Venetians. Thcfaf- 
fiftance- of the French king, was the only thing 
which could either fave' Sforza, or enable them to 

proted their own dominions; fnrni the infults of 
the Imperial troops. , 

For thefe reafons, the Pope, the Venetians, f^^ 
and duke of Milan, were equally impatient to ag'inftUit 
come to an agreement with Francis, who, on his '"^^^^ 
part, was no lefs defirous of acquiring fuch a 
confiderable acceffion both of ftrength and repu* 
tation as fuch a confederacy would bring aloi]^ 
with it. The chief objefts of this alliance, which 
was concluded at Cognac on the twenty-fecond 
of May, though kept fecret for fome time, were 
to obKge the emperor to fet at liberty the French 
king's fons, upon payment of a reafonable ran- 
fom; and to re-eftabiifh Sforza in the quiet 
poffeffion of the Milanefe. If Charles fhould re- 
fufe either of thefe, the contracting parties bound 
themfelves to bring into the field an army of 
thirty-five thoufand men, with which, after driv. 
ing the Spaniards out of the Milanefe, they 
would attack the kingdom of 'Naples. The king 

• Guic. L xvii. 360, 
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B oj) K 6f England was declared proteftor of this leAgue^ 
which they dignified with the mime of Holy j be- 
caufe the Pope was at the head of it; and in or- 
der to allurc Henry more efie£hially, a prindpa- 
lity in the kingdom of Naples, of thirty thoufand 
ducats yearly revenue, was to be fettled on him ; 
and lluids to the value of ten thoufand ducats on 
Wolfey his favourite \ 


The Pop* 
-aMolvet 
Francs 
from his 
••th tu ob^ 
lervc the 
treaty of 


Thf empf- 


No fooner was this league * concluded, than 
Clement, by the plenitude of his papal power, ab^ 
folved Francis from the oath which he had taken ta 
obfere the treaty of Madrid \ This right, how 
pernicious foever in its effeds, and deflra^ve of that 
integrity which is the bafis of all tran&£tions among 
men, was the natural confequence of the powers 
which the popes arrogated as the infallible vicege^ 
rents of Ghrifl: upon earth. But as, in virtue of this 
pretended prerogative, they had often difpenfed witb 
obligations which were held facred, the mtereft of 
feme men, and the credulity of others, kd them to 
imagine, that the deciiions of a fovereign pontiff 
authorized or juftified actions which would, pther^ 
wife, have been criminal and impious. 

The difcovery of Francis's intention to. elud^ 
the treaty of Jiladrid, fiHed the emperor with 
a vaiiety of difquieting thoughts, Hg had treat*. 


*• P. .Heuter, Rcr, Auftr. liU ix. c. 3, g.. :^ij, Recud 
4es Trait, ii. 1 24. 
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ed an unfortunate prince in the moft ungene- aooK 
rous manner; he had difplayed an infatiable v,**-.^ 
ambition in all his negociations with his pri- 's»6. 
foner; he knew what cenfures the former had 
drawn upon him, and what apprehenfions the. lat- 
ter had excited in every court of Europe ; nor 
had he reaped from the meafures which he 
purfued, any of thofe advantages which poli- 
ticians are apt to confider as an excufe for the 
moft criminal condufl:, and a compenfation for the 
fevereft reproaches, Francis was now o\it of his 
hands, and not one of all the mighty confe- 
quences, which He had expefted from the treaty 
that fet him at liberty, was likely to take place. 
His rafhnefs in relying fo far on his own judg- 
Xa&nt as to truft to the fmcerity of the French king, 
hx oppofition to the fentiments of his wifeft mi- 
nifters, was now apparent ; and he eafily con- 
jedured, that the fame confederacy, the .dread of 
which had induced him to fet Francis at liberty, 
would now be formed againft him with that gal- 
lant and incenfed monarch at its head. Self- 
condemnation and fhame, on account of what 
was pail, with anxious apprehenfions concerning 
.what might happen, wer^ the neceffary refult of 
thefe reflexions on his own conduft and fitu- 
ation. Charles, however, was naturally firm and- 
inflexible in all his meafures. To have receded 
fuddenly from any article in the treaty of Madrid, 
would have hi^n a plain conftpfTion of irapnidence^- 
and a palpable fymptom of fear j he determined, 

tterefore, 
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therefoi-e, that it was mod fuitable to his dignity, 
to inlift, whatever might be the confequences, 
■5»^ on the ftrift execution of the treaty, and parti- 
cularly not to accept of any thing which might 
be offered as an equivalent for the reftitution of 
Burgundy ^. 

Tf^lVto ^^ confequcncc of this refolution, he appointed 
perform Lanuoy and Alarcon to repair, as his ambafla* 
AipuUted. dors, to the court of France, and formally to 
fummon the king, either to execute the treaty 
with the fincerity that became him, or to return, 
according to his oath, a prifoner to Madrid* 
Inftead of giving them an immediate anfwer, 
Francis admitted the deputies of the ftates 
of Burgundy to 'an audience in their prefence* 
They humbly reprefented to him, that he had 
exceeded the powers vefted in a king of France, 
when he confented to alienate their country 
from the crown, the domains "of which he was 
bound by his coronation oath to preferve entire 
and unimpaired. Francis, in return, thanked 
diem for their attachment to his crown, and in* 
treated them, . though very faintly, to remember 
die obligations which he lay under to fulfil his 
engagements with the emperor. The depudes, 
afluming an higher tone, declared, that they 
would not obey commands which they confidered 
as illegal ; and, if he fhould abandon them to 
fjic enemies of France, they had refolvijd to de- 

r 
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fend themfelves to the beft of their power^ with 
a firm purpofe rather to perifb than fubmit to a 
foreign doihinion. Upon which Francis, turning HiiVr^W. 
towards the Imperial ambaffadors, reprefented 
to them the impoffibility of performing what he 
had undertaken, and offered, in lieu of Bur- 
gundy, to pay the- emperor two millions of 
crowns. The viceroy and Alarcon, who eaiiiy 
perceived, that the fcene to which they had been 
witneffes, was concerted between the king and 
his fubje&s in efder to impofe upon them, fig- 
nified to him their mafter's fixed refolution not 
to depart in the fmalleft point from the terms of 
the treaty, and withdrew*. Before they lieft the 
kingdom, they had the mortification to hear the 
holy league againft the emperor publiihed with J<u>ei<. 
gi^eat folemnity. 

Charles no fooner received an accqipt of this The empe. 
confe^racy than he exclaimed, in the moft pub^ pantionJ 
lie manner, and in the harflieft terms, againft ^""^ *"" 
Francis, as a prince void of faith and of honoun 
He complained no lefs of Clement, whom he 
foliated in vain to abandon his new allies ; he 
accuied. him of ingratitude ; he taxed him with 
an ambition unbecoming his charader';. he 
threatened him not only with all the vengeance 
whi^h the power of an emperor can inflift, but, 
by appealing td a general council, called up be* 

* Belcar. Canuneat. ^ Rcb. Gal. 573. Mem. de BeU 
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: B o o K fore fiis eyes all the terrors ariiing from the autfad« 
s^^^^^m^ rity of thofe ajfemblies fo formidable to the papal 
»s*^» fee. It was neccflSufy, however, to oppofe fomc' 
thing elfe than reproaches and threats to the pov^ 
erful combination fotmed "againft him; and the 
emperor, prompted by fo many paifions, did not 
£ul to exert hunfelf with ujiufual vigour, in ordor 
to fend fupplies^ riot only of men, but of money^ 
which was {till more needed. Into Italy* 

«?feM T' On the other hand, the eflfort» of die confede* 
ibe coafe- j^j^^ ^^ no ptoportion to that animofity againft 
the emperor, with which they feemed to enter 
into the holy league. Francis, xt was thought^ 
would have ihJbfed fpirit and vigour into the 
whole body. He had his loft honour to repair, 
many injuries to revenge, and the ftation among 
the princes of Europe, from which he had fallen, 
to recover. From all thefe powerful incitements, 
added to the natural impetuofit/ of his temper, a 
war more fierce and bloody than any that he had 
hitherto made upon his rival, was expeded.' But 
Francis had gone through fuch a fcene of diftrefs, 
and the impreffion it had nlade was ftill fo frefh 
in his memory, that he was become diffident 
himfelf, diftruftful of fortune, and defirous of 
tranquillity. To procure the releafe of his fcuis^ 
and to avoid the reftitution of Burgundy by pay^ 
ing jSome reafonable equivalent, were his chi^ 
objeds ; and for the fake of thefe, he would wil» 
iingly have facrificed Sforza, and the liberties 
of Italy, to the emperor. He flattered him- 
felf, 

\ 
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felf, that the dread of the confederacy which he Bc^dK 
had formed would of itfelf induce Charles to ..^.^^L^^ 
liften to what was equitable ; and was afraid of *5^ 
employing any. confidetable force for the re* 
Cef of the Milanefe, left his allies, whom he 
iiad o&en Jbund to be more attentive to their 
jfywn intereft, than pun&ual in fulfilling their en* 
^gements, ibooki abandon him aa fooa as the 
Imperialiils were driven out of that country, and 
deprive his negotiations with the emperor of 
that wdght which they derived from his being , 
a^ the head of a powerful league. In the mean '^^ 
time the cafUe of Milan was prefied more clofely 
than ever, and Sforza was now reduced to the 
laft extremky. The Pope and Venetians, truft* 
Ing to Frands's concurrence, commanded their 
troops to take the field, in order to relieve him) 
and an army more than fufficient for that fer* 
vice was foon formed. The Milaneie, pafiion- 
ately attached to their unfortunate duke, and no 
lefs exafperated againfl the Imperialiils, who had 
oppreffed them fo cruelly, were ready to aid the 
confederates in ail their enterprifes* But the 
duke d'Urbino, their general, naturally flow and 
indecifive^ and reffarained, befides, by his an- 
<;ient enmity to the iamxly of Medici, from tak- 
ing any Aep that might aggrandize or add repu- 
tation to the Pope^, loft fome q)portunities of 
attacking the Imperialifts, and raifing the fiege, 
and refufed to improve others. Thefe delays gave 

f Guic. 1. xtH. 381. 
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BOOK Bourbon time to bring up a rdnforcement of 
>»i-^ -l^^i frefh troops, and a fuf^Iy of monej. He im- 

-f546. mediately took the command of the army, and 
puihed on the fiege viith fuch Yigour, as quickiy 
obliged Sforza to furrender, %i^ho retiring to Lodi^ 
which the confederates had furprifed, idt Bonfi- 
bon in full poiTeflioh ' of the red of the dutchy^ 
the inveiliture of which the emperor had pro- 
mifed to grant him^ 

Difeoietude Th£ Italians began now to perceite the game 
nJl^^at. w^<^h Francis had played, and t® be fenfible 
that, notwithftanding all thdr addrels, and re- 
finements in negociation, which they boafted 
of as talents peculiarly their own, they had for 
once been over-ieached in thofe very arts by a 
tramontane prince* . He had hitherto thrown 
ahnofl the whole burden of the war upon them, 
taking advantage of their efforts, in order to en- 
force the propofais which he often renewed at the 
court of Madrid for obtaining the liberty of his 
fons. The Pope and Venetians expoflulated and 
complained ^; but as they were not able to roufe 
Francis from his inadivity, their own zeal and 
vigour gradually abated, and .Clement, having 
already gone farther than his timidity uTually per- 
mitted him, began to accufe himfelf of rafhnefs, 
and to relapfe into his natural flate of doubt and 
tmcertainty. 

« Guic. 1. xvii. 376, &c. ^ Rufcclli Lcttcre dt 
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All the emperor's motions depending on book. 
himfelf ale«ie, were more brifk and better con- i^,,^^^ 
certed. The narrownefs of his revenues, m- , '5^6. 

• « lit* 1 rti Mcjfures of 

deed, did not allow him to make any hidden or the impc-' 
great effort in the field, but he abundantly fup- "*"^'' 
jplied that defcft by his intrigues and negocia- 
tione. The family of Colonna, the moft power- 
fill of all the Roman barons, had adhered uni- 
formly to the Ghibeline or Imperial faftion, duir- 
ing thofe fierce contentions between the popes 
and . emperors, which, for feveral ages, filled 
Italy and Germany ynth difcord and blbodfhed. 
Though the caufes which at firft gave birth to 
thefe deitrudive factions exifled no longer, and 
the rage with which they had been animated was 
in a great meafure fpent, the Colonnas ftill re« 
tained their attachment to the Imperial intereft, 
and by placing themfelves under the protedion 
of the emperors^ fetured the quiet poffeffion of 
their own territories and privileges. The car- 
dinal Pompeo Colonna, a man of a turbulent 
and ambitious temper, at that time the head of 
the family, bad long been Clement's < rival, to 
whofe influence in the laft conclave he imputed 
the difappointment of. all his fchemes for attain- 
ing the papal dignity, of which, from his known 
conneftion with the emperor, he thought him- 
felf fecure. To an afpiring mind, this was an 
injury too great to be forgiven; and though he 
had diffembled his refentment fo far as to vote 
for Clement at his elcdion, and to accept of 
Vol. II. A a great 
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great offices in his court, he waited witfi the 
utmoft impatience for an opportunity of being 
revenged. Don Hugo de Moncada, the Impe- 
rial ambafTador at Rome, who was no itranger 
to thefe fentiments, eafily perfuaded him, that 
now was the time, while all the papal troops 
were employed in Lombardy,- to attempt fome- 
thing, which would at once avenge his own 
wrongs, and be of' eflential fervice to thp em- 
peror his patron. The pope however, whofe 
timidity rendered him quick-fighted, was fo 
attentive to their operations, and began to be 
alarmed fo early, that he might have drawn to- 
gether troops fufficient to have difconcerted all 
Colonna's meafures. But Moncada amufed him 
fo artfully with negociations, promifes, and falfe 
intelligence, that he lulled afleep all his fulpi- 
cions, and prevented his taking aily of the 
precautions necefiary for his fafety; and to the 
difgrace of a prince poffeffed of great power, 
as well as renowned for political wifiiom, Co- 
lonna, at the head of three thoufand men, 
fdzed one of the gates of his capital, while he, 
imagining himfelf to be in perfeQ: fecurity, was 
altogether unprepared for reiiiUng fuch a feeble 
^nemy. The inhabitants of Rome permitted 
Colonna's troops, from whom they apprehended 
no injury, to advance without oppofitionj the 
pope's guards were difperfed in a moment ; and 
Clement himfelf, terrified at the danger, afhamed 
of his own credulity, and deferted by almoft 
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evefy perfon, fled with precipitation into the Book 
caftle of St. Angelo, which was immediately in- ^^^,!^^ 
vefted. The palace of the Vatican, the church «S»6« 
of St. Peter, and the houfes of the pope's mini- 
fters and fervants, were plundered in the moft 
licentious manner ; the reft of the city was left 
unmolefted. Clement, deftitute of every thing 
neceflary either for fubfiftence or defence, was 
foon obliged to demand a capitulation; and 
Moncada, being admitted into the <:aftle, pre- f^^^^ 
fcribed to him, with all the haughtinefs of a twecn the 
conqueror, conditions whi^h it Was not in his ^i^or. 
power to rejeft. The chief of thefe was. That 
Clement fliould not only grant a full pardon to the 
Colonnas, but receive, them into favour, and im*- 
mediately withdraw all the troops in his pay from 
the army of the confederates in Lombardy K 

The Colonnas, who talked of nothing lefs 
than of depoling Clement, and of placing Pom*- 
peo, thdr kinfman, in the vacant chair of St, 
Peter, exclaimed loudly againft a treaty which 
left them at the mercy of a pontiflF juftly incenfed 
<againft them* But Moncada, attentive only to 
his mafter's intereft, paid little regard to their 
' complaints, and, by this fortunate meafure, broke 
entirely the power of the confederates. 

While the army of the confederates fufFered The Tmpe- 
fuch a confiderable diminution, the Imperialifts KinfoK«<i; 

* Jovii Vita Pomp. Cdlon. Ouic. 1. xvii. 407* RufcclK 
Xiettere de Principle i. p. 104. 
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receirtd two great mnfbrcemeats ; <me ficoa% 
Spain, under the command pf Laxmoy and Alar* 
con, which amouxked to fix thoufaod meu; the 
other w^ xaifed in the £nq»re by George 
Fronfperg, a German nd>lemaii, who, faavuig 
ferved in Italy with great reputation, hs4 acr 
quired' fuch influence^ and popularity, th^^ ^luI- 
titude^ of his countrymen, fond on every occ9- 
tioti of engaging in military enterpriCbs, and imp 
patient at that jundhire to efcape froi^i the op^ 
predion which they felt in religious as well aif 
civil matter^, crowded to his flandard; fo that, 
without any odier gratuity than the payment 
of a crown to each man, fourteoi dioufand en« 
lifted in his fervice* To thefe the archduke 
Ferdinand added two thoufand horfe, levied iq 
the Auftrian dominions. But although tkc exor 
peror had raifed troops, he could not remit 
Mie fums neceiSary for th^r fupport. His or^ 
dinary revenues were exhaufted; the aiedit d 
princes, during the infancy' of commerce, was 
not extenfive ; and the Cortes of Caffile, though 
every art had been tried to gain them, aiiyd fome 
innovations had been made in the cpnftitutiony 
in order to fecure their concurrence, peren^p 
torily refufed to grant Charles any eKtrax>rdi'- 
nary fupply^; fo that the more his ^my in-* 
creafed in number, the more were his generals^ 
emb^^rrafiibd and diftr^^* Bourbon, ia par- 
/ticular, was involved in fuch diffiouide^y t^ 


^ Sandov. i* 8i4« 
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he flood in need of all hid addrefs and courage book 
in order to extricate himfelf. Large fums were ^_^1,^ 
due to the Spanifh troops already in the Milan^ »s»^» 
efe, when Fronfperg arrived with fixteen thou- 
land hungry Germans, deftitute of every thing. 
Both made their demands with equal fiercenefs; Theempe. 
the foimer claiming their arrears, and the lat* cesdefid-' 
ter, the pay which had been promifed them on ^^^' 
their entering Lombardy. Bourbon was alto- 
gether incapable of giving fatisfadioii to either* ' 
In this fituation, he was conilrained to commit 
z&s of violence extremely fhocking to hin own * 
)%alure, which >^s genero\!ts and humane. H^ 
feized the principal citizens- of Mlw^ and by 
threats, sosd* even by torture, forced frofd them 
a confiderable fum; he rifled^ the churchbs of 
all their plate and o^la^ient8 ; the inadequate 
fiipply which thefe afforded, he diftributed amdng 
the foldier^, with fo . many foothing expreQiont 
of his fympathy and afiedion, that, though it 
fell hr ihort of the fums clue to theiQ^ ^ ap« 
peafed thor pre&nt murmurs ^ 

s 

Amoko other expedients for rattliiw money, Boutboo ^ 
Bourbon granted Jus life and* bberty to Morone, at ubcrtj. 
who, having been kept in prifon fince his 'in* 
trigue with Pefcara, had' .been condettmed to di^ 
by the Spanifti' judges empowered to try him; 
For thtJi remiflion he paid twenty thoufand du* 
pate' J. and fuch were his fiogular talents, and the 

J Ripamond; Hift, Mfediol. lib. ix. p. 7I7• 
A a 3 wonderful 
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BOOK Wonderful afcendant which he always acquirecl 
v-i— ^.^ over the minds of thofe to whom he had acceis^ 
"^5*^' that in a few days, fix)m being Bourbon's pri- 
foner, he became his prime confident, with whoni 
he confulted in all aflFairs of importance^ To his 
infinuations muft be imputed the fufpicions which 
. Bourbon began* to entertain, that the emperor 
had never intended to grant him the inveftiture 
of Milan, but had appointed Leyva, and the 
ether Spanifh generals, rather to be fpies on his 
conduft, than to co-operate heartily towards the 
execution of his fchemes. To him likewife, as 
he ilill retained, at the age of fourfcore, all the 
cnterprifing fpirit of youth, may be attributed 
th^ bold and unexped:ed meafure op which Bo\jf« 
bon foon after ventured ", 

I 

Pis dciibe- Such, indeed, were the exigencies of the Im- 
J^f^ato" penal troops in the Milanefe, that it became in- 
kismotiona. difpeufebly neceflary to take fome immediate 
ftep for their relief. The arrears of the foldiers 
increafed daily ; the emperor made no repaiu 
tances to his generals; and the utmoft rigour 
of miUtary extortion could draw nothing more 
from a country entirely drained and ruined. Id 
this iituation there was np choice left, but either 
to difband the army, or to march for fubfiftence 
into the enemy^s country. The territories of the 
Venetians lay neareft at hand; but they, with 
Ch^ir i:^ual fbrefight and prudence, had t^cQ 


•"^ .. 
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fuch precautions as fecured them from any in- book 
fult Nothing, therefore, remained but to in- ^^^^^^ 
vade the dominions of the. church, or of the *5»6- 
Florentines ; - and Clement had of late a£ted fuch 
a part, as merited the fevered vengeance from the 
emperor. No fooner did the papal troops return 
to Rome after the infurreftion of the Colonnas, 
than, without paying any regard to the treaty, 
with Moncada, he degraded the cardinal Co- 
loima, excommunicated the reft of the family, 
ieized their places of ftrength, and wafted their 
lands with all the cruelty which the fmart of a 
recent injury naturally excites. After this, he 
turned his arms againft Naples, and as his ope- 
rations were feconded by the French fleet, he ' 

made fome progrefe towards the conqueft of 
that kingdom; the viceroy being no lefs defti- 
tute tiian die other Imperial generals of the money 
requifite for a vigorous defence \ 

These proceedings of the pope juftified, in -.'5*7^ 
appearance, the meafures which Bourbon^s fitu- invade th« 
ation rendered neceffary ; and he fet about exe- ^^^1^!"' 
cuting them under fuch difadvantages, as fumilh 
the ftrongeft proof both of the drfpair to which 
he was reduced, and of the greatnefs of his abi- 
lities which were able to f\irmount fo many ob- 
ftacles* Having committed the government of 
Milan to Leyva, whom he was not unwilling 
to leave behind, he began his march in the depdi janwry 30, 

r Jovii Vita Poinp. Colon. Guic. 1. xviii. 424, 
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BOOK of winter, at the head of twenty-five thoH/and 
i^^i^ men, compofed of nations ^liflFering from eacl^ 
^s^7' other in language and manners ; without money, 
without magazines, without artillery, without 
carriages; in ihort, without any of thofe things 
which are ne^eflaiy to the fmalleft party, and 
which feem eiTential to the exiftence and mo- 
tions of a great army. His route lay thiough 
a country cut by rivers and mountains^ in which 
the roads were almoil: impradicable ; as an ad** 
dition to his difficulties, the enemy's army, f«- 
perior to his own in number, was at hand to 
watch all his^ motions, and to improve ererjr 
advantage. But his troops, impatient of their 
pFefent hardfliips, and allured by the hopes of 
immenfe booty, without conlidering how ill 
provided they were for a march, followed him 
with great cheerfulilefs. His fkft fcheme was to 
have made himfelf matter of Plsecentia, and to 
• have gratified his foldiers with the plunder of 
that dty; but the vigilance of th^ ccmfederate 
generals rendered the defigi> abortive; nor hac( 
he better fuccefe in his projeft for the reduftion 
of Bologna, which was ieaibnably fupplied with 
as many troops as fecui^d i{ from the inffdts of 
aa army which had neither artillery nor ammut 
fidtion. Having fedled in both thefe attempts to 
become mafter of fome great city, he was under 
a ncceffity of advancing. But he had now been 
two months in the field ; his troops had faSGred 
every calamity that a long march, together with 
the uncommon rigour of the feafon, could bring 

upon. 
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Upon men ddtitutc of all ncceffary accoirano* book 
dations in an enemy's coimtry; the magnificent ^^^ 
pomifes to which they trufted, had hitherto proved '^aj* 
altogether vain j they few no profpefk of relief ; 
their patience, tried to the utmoft, failed at laft, 
vaaA they broke out intd open nwitiny. Some offi- Mutiny rf 
cers, who raftily attempted to reftrain them, fell **^^'*' 
viftims to their fury ; Bonrbon himfelf, not daring 
to appear during the firft tranfports of their rage?, 
was obliged to fly fecretly from his quarters ^ 
Jut this ftrdden eb«Ilition of wrath began at laft 
to fiibfide ; 'when Bbtirbon, who poffeffed in a 
wonderful degree the art of governing the minds 
of foldiers, renewed his promifes with m^re coiif 
fidence than formerFy, and aflTiwred them thai they 
wbufd be foow accompHfhed. He endeavoured 
to render their hafdftips more tolerable, 1>y ^^- 
taking of them himfelf; he fared ho better thai 
the meaneft centinel; he marched along with them 
on foot ; he joined them- in finging their camp bal-. 
lads, in which, with high praifeS of his valour, they 
mingled many ftrokes of military raillery on hiaf 
poverty; and wherever they came, he allowed 
them, as a foretafte of what he had promifed, to 
plunder the adjacent villages at difcretibn. Encou- 
raged by all thefe foc^hing arts, they Entirely forgot 
their fufFering§ and complaints, and followed himt 
li^itft the fame implicit confidence as foi^mcrly '• 

^ Guic. 1. xviii. 434, Jovii Vit. Colon. 1 63. 
^ Qeuvres de Braut, vd; iv. p, 246^ &C, 
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BOOK BouRBOK, meanvi^hile, carefully concealed his 

V /* _r intentions* Rome and Florence, not knowing 

<5»7. on which the blow would fall, \n^e.re held in the 

me.>uiioa moft difqulcting ftate of fufpenfe. Clement, 

ana impru-> 


equally folicitous for the fafety of both, fluci:uated 
in more than his ufual uncertainty^ and while 
the rapid approach of danger called for prompt 
and decifive meafures, he fpent the time in de- 
liberations which came to no iffue, or in taking 
refolutions, which, next day, his reftlefs mind, 
more fagacious in difcerning than in obviating 
difficulties, overturned, without being able . to 
fix on what ihould be fubftituted in their place* ^ 
At one time he determined to unite himfelf 
more clofely than ever with his allies, and to 
puih on the war with vigour; at another, he 
inclined to bring all differences to a final acomi- 
modation by a treaty with Lannoy, who know- 
ing his pailion for negociation, foUcited him in* 
March T5. ceifantly with propofals for that purpofe. His 
S^iy^tllb* timidity at length prevailed, and led him to con* 
•f Na^ies^ elude au agreement with Lannoy, of which the 
following were the chief articles: That a fuf- 
penfion of arms fliould take place between the 
Pontifical and Imperial troops for eight months; 
That Clement fhould advance fixty thoufand 
crowns towards fatisfying the demands of the Im- 
perial army; That the Colonnas fhould be ab-. 
folved from cenfure, and their former dignities 
and poffeffions be reftored to them ; That the 
viceroy fhould com^ to Rome, and prevent Bour- 

6 ton 
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boi^from approiicfamg nearer to that city, or to book 
Floroice^ On this hafty treaty, which depriv- v^— v^ 
td him. of all hopes of affiftance, from his allies, 'i*7- 
without aflFording him any folid foundation of 
fecurity, Clement relied fo firmly, that, like a 
man extricated at once out of all difficulties, he 
^W^s at perfed: ^fe, and in the ^ulnefs of his con- 
fidence diil^anded all his troops, except as many 
as were 'fufficient to guard his own perfon. This 
amazing confidence of Clement's, who oU every 
other occafion was fearful and fufpicious to ex- 
oefs, appeared fo unaccountable to Guicciardini, 
who, being at that time the pontifical commiffary- 
general and refident in the confederate army, had 
gseat opportunities, as well as great abilities, for 
obfendng how chimerical all his hopes were, that; 
he imputes the pope's condud, at this jundure, 
wholly to infatuation, which thofe who are 
doomed to ruin cwnot avoid'. 

L ANNOY, it would feem, intended to have ex- ^^'«'» 

, Bouibon 

ecuted the treaty with great fincerity; and hav'* difregardi. 
ing detacfied Clement from the confederacy, 
wifhed to turn Bourbon's arms againft the Vene- 
tians, who, of all the ppwers at wstf with the 
emperor, had exerted the greateft vigour. With 
this view he difpatclied a courier to Bourbon, 
informiiig him pf the fufpenfion of arms, which, 
in. the name of their common mailer, he had 
concluded mih the pope. Bourbon had other. 

J Guic. I. xviii. 436. I Guic. 1. xviiL 446. 
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BO QIC ftherAe»9 and he ha:d j)rcf(R:tited them ncmO" toS 
^...^^^ for to thhUfc of i*etreating. To haVe mentioned 
'597* a retreat to his JDidiers, wouitd; have beea dan-< 
gerous; his command wad ind^ndetlt on Lanv 
noy ; he was foftd of mortifying a iaask whom h4 
had many reafops to hat%: fc* thefe reafon^^ 
without paying the leaft regard- to the meflage, 
he continued to j*avage the eccleiiafiieal territo- 
ries, and to advance towards Florence. Upoff 
this, all Clem^t's terror wd-^umiety returning 
with new force, he had recourfe to Latlnoy , and 
intreated and conjured hitA to pit a ftop td 
Bourbon's progrefsv Ls^nnoy aecdrdingly fet oiHf 
for his camp, but dxipit not apprjt)ach it ; BourV 
bon's foidiers having got notice of the tracer 
ragedc and threatened, demanding the' accom* 
pKfliment of the promifes to Which they had 
frufted ; ' their general himfelf could hardly re-» 
drain them; every perfon in Rome perceived 
that nothing remained but to prepare for refifting 
a ftorm which it waa now impdifible to difpel, 
Clement alone, relyiilg on fome ambiguous m^ 
d)eceitful profeffions which Bomrbbn made of hif 
inclinadiHi towanis peace, funk back into hi^ lbp< 
mer fecurity\ 

u^^dT Bourbon, on hi^ pftrt^- Was^ far frdfli bdilg fre<f 

KobmL from foUcitude, Alt hi^ attempts on 2iny place 

of importaiice had* hitherto mifcamed ; and Flo*^ 

mice, towards which he had been approaching 

! Guic. L xviii. 437, &c. Mem. de BipDay, p. 100. 
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§or fomc ^nje, was, by the arrival of the d^ke b o o i^ 
^'l^rl^ac/fi strmy, put in a condition, to fet \m \ ^'■. ,* 
ppwa* jat ^lefiai*E;i$,* As jit n^w l)ecame neceflVry 'i*^* 
$0 cbangie i^s roi^te, and to take mftantly fpn^ 
.lieff re^ojutioiiy he fixed without helitation on 
^e ^ich was no lefs daring in itfelf, than it wa^ 
ipi^^s according to the opinion of that age. 
T!hk w;i($ to aflault and plunder Rome. Many 
rug^ns, j^weyer, prompted him to it. He va$ 
fi^ad pf thyrarting Lannoy^ who had undertakea 
fi» tbie fa£$y of th^ city ; he imagined that tl^^ 
«9iperpr ,wo^ld be highly ple^afed to fee Clcij^nt^ 
the chief aauhor of the league againft him, 
humbled; he fl;i|ter^d himfelf, thgt by gratiiy- 
ing th^ rapacity of his Ibldiers with fuch inv 
mmfe bo0ty, he woul4 attach them for eyer tp 
bis intereft ; or (yhich is ftilj more probable 
than my of iS^e) he hoped tljiat by nqieans c^ tim 
power ^4 f^^^9 which he would acquire froRi 
th^e conqueft o^ the firit city in Chriilendom, that 
he might lay the foundation of an independent 
|>Qwer^ and that^ after fhaking off all connec- 
t\(m wkh the ^n^peror, he might take pofleilion 
of N^p^es, Of of fome of the Italian ftates, iii his 

Whatever his motives were* he executed his '^^ p**?^* 

r 1 • • » . preparation! 

refpmttpn with a rapidity equal to the bqldnefs (n^tan. 
ynth which he hjd fpr^e4 it* His foldiers, now 

I Brant* it, 271. vi, i8j. Belcarii Comment. 594. 

that 
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that they had their prey full in view, cotHphSned 
neither of fatigue, nor fasiine, nor want of pay^ 
,»5»7. No fooner did they begin to move from Tufcany 
towards . Rome, than the pope, feniible at laft 
how fiillacious the hopes had been oni which 
he repofed, i(buted from his fccurity.' But no 
time now remained, even for a bold and dedfiYC 
pontiff, to have taken proper meafures, or to 
have formed any effeftual plan of defence. Un* 
der Clement's feeble conduft, all was conftema- 
tion, diforder, and irrefolution. He coUedled, 
however, fuch of his difbanded foldiers as fUU re- 
mained in the city; he armed the artificers of 
.Rome, and the footmen and traiurbearers of the 
cardinals ; he repaired the breaches in the walls; 
he began to ere£b new works ; he exconununi- 
cated Bourbon and all his troops, branding the 
Germans with the name of Lutherans, and the 
Spaniards with that of Moors \ Trufting to 
thefe ineffeftual military preparations,, or to his 
ipiritual arms, which were fKll more defpifed by 
xapadous foldiers, he feems to have laid afide 
^ his natural timidity, and, contrary to the advice 
of all his counfellors, determined to wait the 
approach of an enemy whom he might eafily have 
avoided by a timely retreat. 

to^,^^ Bourbon, who faw the neceffity of difpatch, 
now that his intentions were known, advanced 
with fuch fpeed, diat he gained feveral marches 

' Seckend. lib. ii. 68. 
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on the duke d'Urbmo's army, and encamped in 
the plains of Rome dn the evening of the fifth' 
of May. From thence he fhewed his foldiers the «s»7 
palaces and churches of that city, into which, as 
the capital of the Chriftian commonwealth, the 
riches of all Europe had flowed during many 
centuries, without having been once violated by 
any hoftile hand; and- commanding them to re- 
firefli themfelves that night, as a preparation for 
the aflault next day, promifed them, in reward of 
their toils and ^ valour, the poffelfion of all the 
treafures accumulated there* 

Early in the morning, Bourbon, who had 
determined to diftinguifli that day either by his 
death or the fuccefs of his enterprife, appeared 
at the head of his troops, clad in complete 
. armour, above which he wore a veft of white 
tifliie, that he might be more confpicuous both 
to his friends and to his enemies ; and as ail 
depended oh one bold impreflion, he led them 
inftantly to fcale the walls. Three diftinfl: bo- 
dies, one of Germans,' another of Spaniards, 
and the laft of Italians, the three diflPerent na- 
tions of whom the army was compofed, were ap- 
pointed to this fervice ; a feparate attack was af- 
figned to each ; and the whole army advanced to 
fupport them a^ occafion fhould require. A 
thick miit concealed their approach until they 
reached almoft the brink of the ditch which 
funounded the fuburbs: haying planted their 
V -^ ' ladders 
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bdders In « momeRt, each brigade ru(hed <^ 
to the aflault with an Jmptttuofity heightened hf 
>s*7- national emulation. They were received at firit 
•with fortitude equal to their owa; the Swifs in 
the pope's guards, and the veteran foldiers who 
had been aflfembled, fought with a courage be- 
coming men to whom the defence of the nobleft 
city in the world was ^truftod* Bourbon's^ 
troops, notwithftanding all their valour, gained 
no ground, and even began to give way ; when 
their leader, perceiving that on this critical mo- 
ment the fate of ths day depended, leaped from 
his horfe, preffed to the front, fnatched a fcah'ng 
ladder from a foldier, planted it againll the wall, 
and began to mount it, ^icouraging. his men 
B«iiTiMMi with his voice and h^lxd to follow, him. But at 
that very inftant, a mufket bullet from the ram- 
parts pierced his groin with a wound, which he 
immediatdy felt to»be igaprtalj but he retained 
fo . niuch prefence of jmind as to tiefire thpfe who 
were ne^r him to cover hfi$ body with a cloak^ 
that his death might not dif^iearten Jiis troops j 
and foon after he expired with* a* coUitage worthy « 
of a better caufe, and which woQld have entitled 
him to the highefl praife, if he* had thus fallen 
in defence of his country,, not at the head of ita 
enemies \ ' 


* Mem. dc BcUay, toi, Guic. 1. xviii, p- 44^, 5cc. Gcuv. 
4e Brant, iv. 15 7, &c» 
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This fetal event could not be concealed from i o o ic 
the anny ; Jthe foldiers foon mifTed their general^ v-^,^ 
whom they vrere a^uftomed to fee in every time ^^^ 
of danger; but inftead of being di&eartened by »*"»• 
their 1^$, it animated them vrith new valour; 
the name of Bourbon refounded along the line^ 
accompanied with the cry of blood and revenge. 
The veteram who defended the walb were ibbn 
overpowered by numbers ; the untrained body of 
city recruits fled at the fight of danger, and the 
enemy » with irrefiftible violence, ruihed into this 
town. 

DuRiKG the combat^ Clement was employed 
at the high altar of St. Peter's church in offering 
up to Heaven unavailing jprayers for victory. No 
fooner was he informed that his troops began to 
give way, than he fled . with precipitation ; : and 
with an infetuation ftill mor^ amazing than any 
thing already naentioned, inftead of making his 
efcape by the oppofite gate, where there was no 
enemy to oppofe it, he fhut himfelf up, together 
vMi thirteen cardinals^ the foreign ambafladors, 
and many perfons oTdiftindion, in the caftle of 
St« iUigdo, which, from his late misfortune, he 
might have known to be an infecure reti^at. 
In his way from the Vatican to that fortrefs, he 
few his troops flying, before an enemy, who pur« 
fued widiout giving quarter ; he heard the cri^s 
and lamentations of the Roman citizens, and be- 
field the beginning of thofe calamities which his 

Vox.. II. B b ^:xm 
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otta credulity and ill-condud had brought t^it 
his fubje£b ^» 

It is impoilible to defcribe, or even to imagnie 
the mifepy and horror of that fcene which foU 
lowed* \Wiatever a city taken by ftorm can 
dread from military rage» tmreftrained by difd^ 
pline ; whatever excefles the ferocity of the Ger*' 
•mdns^ the avarice of the Spaniards^ or the licen* 
tioufnefs of the Italians could commit, thefe 
the wretched inhabitants were obliged to fu^r. 
Churches, palaces, and the houfes of private per- 
fons, were plundered without diflinflion* No age, 
or charader, or fex, was exempt from injury^ 
Cardinals, nobles, priefts, matrons, virgins, were 
all the prey of foldiers, and at the mercy of men 
deaf to the voice of humanity. Nor did diefe 
outrages ceafe, as is ufual in towns which are cac^ 
ried by aflault, when the firft fiiry of the ftorm 
was over ; the Imperialifts kept poffeffion of Rome 
feveral months ; and, during all diat time^ the in^^ 
folence and brutality of the foldiers hardly abated« 
Their booty in ready money alone amounted to 
a million of ducats ; what they raifed by ranibms 
and exadions far exceeded that fum. Home, 
though taken feveral different dmes by die aordi« 
em nations, who over*ran the empire in the fifth 
and iixth centuries, was never treated with fb 
much cruelty by the barbarous and heathen Huhs^. 

» Jot. Vh. C6lao^A6s. ■ 

• - Vandals, 
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Vandals, or Goths, as now by ihe booted fubjeSs book 
<^ a catholic monarch % k.^^,.^ 

After Bourbon's death, the command of the The Pope 
Imperial army devolved on Philibert de Chalons the«W^ 
prince of Orange, who with diflScuUf prevailed ^ ^^^^^ 
oa as many of his foldiers to defid from the pil- 
lage as were neceffary to inveft the caftle of St, 
Angelo* Clement was immediately fenfible of his 
error in havmg retired into that ill-provided and 
untenable fort. But as the Imperialifts fcorning 
.4ifciplin^ and intent <^nly on plunder, pufhed the 
fiege with little vigour, he did not defpair of 
holding out until the duke d'Urbino could come 
to bis relief That general advanced at the head 
of an army compofed of Venetians, Florentines, 
and* Swifs, in the pay of France, of fuffident 
(Irength to have delivered Clement from the pre- 
&nt danger. But d'Urbino, preferring the indul- 
gence of his hatred againl): the family of Medici 
to the glory of delivering the capital of Chriften- 
dom, a^d the head of the church, pronounced 
the eaferprife to be too hazardous ; and, from an 
exquiiite refinement in revenge, having marched 
forward £6 far, that his army being feen from the 
ramparts of St. Angelo, flattered the Pope .with 
the profped of certain rdief, he immediately 
yrheeled about, and retired % Clement, dq}rived 

* Jot. Vit. Colon. 166. Guic. 1. xviii. 440, Sec. Com- 
ment, de Capta Urbe RomXy ap. Scardium^ ii. 230. Ullo« 
Vita dell Carlo V. p. i 10, &c. Gianonne Hift. of Nap. B. 
mt:^i. €. 3. p. 507. . ■"Guic. 1. xviii, 450. 
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BOOK of every Tcfourcc, and reduced to fuch C3ctremity 
of &mine as to feed on aifes fiefli^, was obUged 
to capitulate on fuch conditions as the conquerors 
were pleafed to prefcribe. He agreed to pay four 
hundred thoufiUid ducats to the army ; to furrender 
to the Emperor all the places of ftrength bdong- 
ing to the church ; and, befides giving hoftages, 
to remain a prifoner himfelf until the chief ar- 
tides were performed. He was committed to the 
eare of Alarcon, who, by his fevere vigilance in 
guarding Francis, had given full proof of his be- 
ing qualified for that office ; and thus, by a An- 
gular accident, the fame man had the cuftody of 
the two moft illuilrious perfonages who had been 
made prifoners in Europe duiing feven^ ages. 


pof 'i bcha« 
ynom at cbit 


The account of this extraordinary and unez^ 
peded event was no lefs. furprifing than agreeable 
to the Emperor. But in order to conceal his joy 
from hrs fubjefts, who were fitted with horror at 
the fuccefs and crimes of their countrymen, and 
to leOen the indignation of the reft of Europe, he 
declared that Rome had been afiaulted without 
any order from him. He wrote to all the princes 
with ,whom he was in alliance, difclaiming his 
having had any knowledge of Bourbon's inten- 
tion *". He put himfelf and court into mourning; 
commanded the rejoicings which had been ordered 
for the birth of his fon Philip to be ftopped ; and 
employing an artifice no lefs hypocritical than 


^ Jov, Vit. Colon. 167. 

* Rufcslli Letterc di Principi, ii. 234. 
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grofa, he appointed prayers and procefliohs through* book 

out all Spam for the recovery of the Pope's liberty, ,.*J^1^ 

which, by an order to his generals, he could have « 's*7* 
immediately granted him \ 


The good fortune of the houfe of Auftria was sotfrntn in. 

▼adc 
g«ry, 


HO lefs confpicuous in another part of Europe. ^"^""'•'^- 


Solyman having invaded Hungary with an army 
of three hundred thoufand men, Lewis IL King 
of that country, and of Bohemia, a weak and un- 
experienced prince, advanced rafhly to meiet him 
with a body of men which did not amount to 
thirty dioufand. With an imprudence ftill more 
unpardonable, he gave the command of thefe 
troops to Paiul Tomorri, a Francifcan monk, arch- 
tnfliop of Goloc^a* This awkward general, in the 
drefs of his order, girt with its cord, marched at 
the head of the troops; and, hurried on by his 
own prefumption, as wdl a& by the impetuoiity 
of nobles who defpifed danger, but were impa- 
tient of long fervice, he fought the fatal battle of A"^ pp 
Mohaczy in which the King, the flower of the 
Hungarian nobility, and upwards of twenty thoo- 
fand men, fell the vidJms of his folly and ill- 
condud. Solyman, after his viftory, feized and P«fe»tof 
kept pofleiuon of feveral towns of the greateic riam. an4 
ftrength in the fbuthem provinces of Hungary, thdrioni, 
and, over-running the reft of the country, carried 
near two hundred thoufand perfons into captivity. 
As Lewis was the laft male of the royal family of 


* Skid. 109. Sandov. u Szz. Mauroc Hift. Vcncu, Kb. 
jiL 2ZC. 
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BOOK Jagellott, the Archduke Ferdinand claimed both 
w,^,^^^ his crowns. This claim was founded on a doable 
»$*7 title ; the one derived from the ancient pretenfiona 
of the houfe of Auftria to both kingdoms; the 
other from the right of his wife, the only fitter of 
the deceaied monarch. The feudal inftitutiotis, 
however, fubfifted both in Hungary and Bohemia 
in fuch vigour, and the nobles ptjffeffed fuch ex* 
tenfive power, that the crowns were ftUl eleStive^ 
and Ferdinand's rights, if they had -not been 
powerfully fupported, would have met with little 
regard. But his own perfonal merit ; the refped 
due to the brother of the greateft Monarch in 
Ferdinand Chriftcndom ; the neceiHty of chufing a prin<» 
KJag!* able to afford his fubjeds fome additional protec- 
tion againft the Turkifli arms, which, as they had 
recently felt their power, they greatly dreaded; 
together with the intrigues of his fifter, who had 
been married to the late King, overcame the pre^ 
judices which the Hungarians bad conceived 
againft the Archduke as a foreigner ; and though 
a confiderable party- voted for the Vaywode of 
Tranfilvania, a': length fecured Ferdinand the 
throne of that kingdom. The ftates of Bohemia 
imitated the ejcample of their neighbour kingdom ; 
but in order to afcertain and fecure their own pri- 
vileges, they obliged Ferdinahd, before his coro- 
nation, to fubfcribe a deed which they term a Re* 
vcrfi^ declaring that he held ths^t crown not by 
any previous right, but by their gratuitous and 
voluntary election. By fuch a vaft acceffion of 
temtories, the hereditary poff^ilion of which they 

fecured 
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feeufed in proce& of time to their family, the booic 
jpiinces of the houfe of Auftria attained that pre- v«.^-v^ 
eminence in power which hath rendered them fo ^5*7' 
formidable to the reft of Germany ^. 


The diflenfioris between the Pope and Empe- 
ror proved extremely favdurable to the progrefs 
of Lutheranifm. Charles^ exafperated by Cle- 
ment's condild:, and fully employed in oppoiing 
the league which he had formed againft him, had 
little inclinaticm, and lefs leifUre, to take any mea- 
fures for fuppreffing the new opinions in Germany* 
In a diet of the Empire held at Spires, the ftate of 
religion came to be confidered, and all that the 
Emperor required of the princes was, that they 
\)<rouId wait patiently, and without encouraging 
innovations, for the meeting of a general council 
which he had demanded of the Pope. They, in 
return, acknowledged the convocation of a council 
to be the proper and regular ftep to^rards reform* 
ing abufes in the church ; but contended, that a 
national council held in Germany would be more 
eSedual for that purpofe than what he had pro- 
pofed. To his advice, concerning the difcou- 
ragement of innovations, they paid fo little re« 
gard, that even during the meeting of the diet at 
Spires, the divines who attended the Elector of 
Saxony and Landgrave of HeiTe-Caflel thither, 

* Stq>h. Brodick Procancetarii Hangar. Cladeis in Campo 
MohacZy ap. Scardium, ii. 218. P. Barre Hill. d'Allemagne^ 
toni« viii» part i. p. 198. 
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3 o o K preached publicly, and adminiftered the iacramentd 
w according to the rites of the Reformed Church ^# 
■5*7- The Emperor's own example emboldened the 
Germans to treat the Papal 'authority with little 
reverence. During the heat of his refentment 
againft Clement, he had publiflied a long reply 
to an angry brief which the Pope had intended a$ 
an apology for his own conduct. In this mani- 
fefto, the emperor, after having enumerated 
many inftances of that pontiff's ingratitude, de« 
ceit, and ambition, all which he painted in the 
' flrongeft and moft aggravated colours, . appealed 
from him to a general council. At the fame time 
he wrote to the college of Cardinals, complaining 
of Clement's partiality and injuflice ; and requir- 
ing them, if he refufed or delayed to call a coun- 
cil, to ihew their concern for the peace of the 
Chriftian church, fo fhamefuUy neglefted by its 
chief paftor, by fummoning that affembly in their 
own name K This manifefto, little inferior in viru- 
lence to the inveftives of Luther himfelf, was dif- 
perfed over Germany with great induftry, and 
being eagerly read by perfons of every rank, did 
much more than counterbalance the effeS of all 
Charles's declarations againft the new opinions. 
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5 Slcid. 103. » Goldaft. Polit. Imper. p. 984- 
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